
MASS INTENTIONS CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: August 7, 2022 $4,615.00
Other Collection: "100" Club $400.00
 Saint Vincent de Paul $45.00

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:30 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Jules Garibaldi 
BUILDING MANAGER

Mr. David Krashna 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Mrs. Sherril Gressel 
FINANCE COMMIT TEE CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

PARISH STAFF

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

2022 MASS INTENTIONS
If you would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 

family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Sunday, August 14 8:30 am Asuncion Domingo†
  St. Benedict Parish Community
 11:00 am Heidi Schmitt - Thanksgiving
  & Healing    
  Digna Echevarria†

David Krashna 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Linda Palmeri 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Dale Blake 
MEE TING RECORDER

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola

Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

Romel Lucas
Leonard Pete

Alex Schmitt
Chiquita Tuttle

Ofelia Wanzo
Regina Wilson-Henry

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH?  
Please scan this QR code:

We are so BLESSED to have you visiting with 
us today and we hope that you've enjoyed 
Worshiping with us.

Please fill out the online form so that we can 
keep in touch with you and keep you informed 
of any upcoming events or information about 
St. Benedict.  If you need to update your current information, you can fill 
out this form as well.

Please note that we respect your privacy.  This information is ONLY for the 
St. Benedict Church Communications|Technology Committee.

Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPORT

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

REQUEST FOR PRAYERS WILL BE LISTED IN THE BULLETIN FOR 
ONE MONTH AND EXTENDED UPON REQUEST.

IF YOUR REQUEST FOR “PRAYER FOR THE SICK” HAS BEEN IF YOUR REQUEST FOR “PRAYER FOR THE SICK” HAS BEEN 
LISTED FOR OVER A MONTH NOW AND THE REQUEST IS ABLE LISTED FOR OVER A MONTH NOW AND THE REQUEST IS ABLE 
TO BE DELETED, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.TO BE DELETED, PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE. THANK YOU.

Stella Brown
Bettye Burns

Theresa Butler
Mike Casey

Bobbie Colemon
Marquise Colwart

Bishop John Cummins
Kenneth Greer

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK, ESPECIALLY
Leslie Moton

Noel Nakahara
Janie Outley

Frances Porter
Rick Santi

Heidi Schmitt
Romel Tapscott
Sylvia Williams

LECTORS/MINISTERS

August 20/21, 2022
4:30 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM
J. Soublet M.Trevigne L. Dixon

Mission Cooperative

SECOND COLLECTION

Thanksgiving, to all St. Benedict's Parishioners for
the Power of their Prayer,

on behalf of Heidi Schmitt, in this last year that she took ill.



We usually associate Jesus' message with things such as love, joy and forgiveness, but his teaching in today's Gospel is 
different. Instead of being hopeful and positive, Jesus warns us of destruction and division. The reading begins with Jesus 
saying he has come to bring a blazing fire upon the earth and that he will not establish peace, but rather discord. Jesus even 
says families will be at odds because of him. This certainly doesn't sound like the same Jesus who preached about loving one 
another and turning the other cheek.

Since Scripture often uses fire as a symbol of the judgment at the end of the world, Jesus' comments about bringing fire 
upon the earth probably meant the day of judgment had already arrived. Jesus challenged those who heard him to make a 
decision to commit themselves to him and to his message, a decision that would not be without its consequences.

In the days of the early Church, those who profess to believe in Jesus literally put their lives on the line because the Romans killed many 
Christians by crucifying them, burning them at the stake, feeding them to hungry lions, or skinning them alive. No one would deny that it 
took a great deal of conviction and courage to be a Christian in first-century Palestine. 

Choosing to follow Jesus often had repercussions in one's family life as well. Some parents didn't understand why their grown children would 
risk their lives for the teaching of a simple carpenter from Galilee, and some children couldn't believe that their parents had joined a group 
started by a political radical the Romans crucified. Fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, and mothers-in-law and daughters-in-law 
found themselves on opposite sides of the fence because of Jesus' teachings. Division, rather than peace, came to many families because of the 
Gospel.

Christianity often flourished in countries where it was illegal. Would there be more or fewer Christians in our country if following Jesus was 
against the law? Would you be a Christian if you knew you could be physically punished if the wrong people found out about your faith in 
Jesus? Interesting questions indeed! (Cycling Through the Gospels, Jerome Sabatowich, Resource Publications, 1992)

This weekend, our annual Missionary Cooperative Guest Homilist will be Father Raja Selvam. He is a Diocesan Priest of the Catholic 
Diocese of Sivagangai, India. Ordained in 2007, Fr. Raja served as Associate Pastor for three years in his home diocese, and then became 
Associate Editor of the Regional Catholic Weekly “Nam Vazhvu” (Our Life) run by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Tamil Nadu, India. 
After completing four years of his term, Fr. Raja was sent to the U.S. for higher studies in Social Communication and Media Ministry.

In this regard, he had a great opportunity to be assigned as student-in-resident in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, California, and completed 
both master’s degrees – one in Systematic Theology from Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles. and the other one Journalism from the 
University of California- Los Angeles (UCLA). He then served as an Associate Pastor at Mary Star of The Sea Catholic Church, San Pedro, 
for two years. In addition to that, Fr. Raja also served as the Director of Apostleship of the Sea – Catholic Maritime Ministry at the port of 
Los Angeles for one year.

Besides his priestly academic formation at the undergraduate level in Philosophy and Theology, he also holds a master’s degree in Christian 
Studies from the University of Madras, Chennai, India. 

Concerned with the communicative nature of witness, Fr. Raja is currently doing doctoral studies in Media Evangelization at Catholic 
Theological Union, Chicago, Illinois.

Fr. Raja has been in the Diocese of Green Bay since September, 2020. He served as Associate Pastor for four months at St. Francis Solanus 
Parish, Gresham, and almost eight months at St. John’s Parish, Antigo. He is truly grateful to Bishop Most Rev. David L. Ricken and the 
diocesan administration for giving him a wonderful opportunity to stay in the Diocese of Green Bay to help the parishes while he is doing 
the final stage of his doctoral studies. 

It really gives Fr. Raja great joy to fulfill his priestly ministry, daily obligation, and to grow in his spirituality. He considers it a blessing to 
serve at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Green Bay.

Believing in Christ’s divine call that we are called to be co-workers with Him in building up the “Kingdom of God” on earth, Fr. Raja see 
us working together to bring a Kingdom of compassion, justice, peace, and love in our midst. 

Welcome to St. Benedict, Fr. Raja

God Bless!
Fr. Jayson

AUGUST 14, 2022

ANNOUNCEMENTS

TWENTIETH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will 
not be available until further notice.

CCD Classes
Sunday classes will start on Sunday, August 21, 2022 from 9:00 
am to 10:00 am.  Children in second grade this year and older, 
preparing for the sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation and/or 
Eucharist must be registered in, attending CCD classes regularly.  
No child will be accepted in the sacramental preparation classes 
after September 11, 2022. 

R. C. I. A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Introductory meeting for the team and the RCIA candidates 
is Sunday, August 28, 2022 at 9:40 am in the Hall or Center. 
The sessions are for one hour each Sunday. Requirements to 
participate:
Registered member of St Benedict parish; Proof of COVID 
vaccination; 18yrs and above, baptized or not. To defray the 
cost of the text materials, there is a goodwill donation of $20; 
Student text: “Open Wide the Doors to Christ”.  This is open to 
ALL Parishioners seeks to know more about becoming Catholic. 
Adult seeking to be confirmed. Join us on this journey in faith. 
For more information, please contact Beverly Ervin at  (510) 
717-1346 or by Email: teach1018@icloud.com

PASTORAL COUNCIL NEWS
What do you think?  One of your St. Benedict Church pastoral 
council’s adopted goals is to enhance Discipleship amongst us. 
As pastoral council chair, I was asked to offer a definition of 
discipleship.  With the help of friends on the internet, I proffer 
this definition:  Discipleship, in the Catholic Church context, 
is the committed approach to living a Christian life within 
the Catholic Church, according to the instructions provided 
by Christ in the Bible’s New Testament.  Discipleship in the 
Christian sense is the process of making someone become like 
Christ.  The disciple of Christ is to become like Christ in 
everything.  Now after the definition, there are the aspects, 
basics, and marks of discipleship, but they are next steps.  As 
always, we welcome your comments at saintbenedictcrch@aol.
com.

ST. BENEDICT FAMILY
St.Vincent de Paul needs Volunteers for our monthly Food 
Distribution for our neighbors in need. We need help Wednesday, 
August 17th from 9-11am to prepare food bags and distribute 
to our neighbors. All volunteers should wear a mask throughout 
the interaction with our neighbors. If you know of anyone who 
might be food insecure please have them call St. Benedict-SVdP 
Conference Hotline, 510-632-2063.  We are also in need of 
paper and plastic bags.
Thank you, St.Benedict Family.
Blessings,
Wallita Sykes-Bush, President, St.Benedict SVdP

ATTENTION:
Please do not plan to leave your vehicle on the Church parking 
lot after 11 O’clock Mass on Sundays. If you are attending 
brunch with a group, etc. It is not advisable to carpool expecting 
to come back to retrieve your vehicle. On Sunday, after Mass 
when the gates are closed, there will be no one around to open 
the gate for you.
Thank you for understanding!

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly 
parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 
4:00 pm.  Please submit your announcement to the parish office 
at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

ATTENTION ST. BENEDICT PARISHIONERS!
Important Information about St. Benedict’s Electronic 
Newsletter
Have you been receiving emails from St. Benedict Parish? If not, 
we want to be sure we have your correct and current email address 
so that you don’t miss out on current Parish news and activities. 
When you have a moment we’d appreciate your sending a quick 
email to SaintBenedictCrh@aol.com with your full name and 
email address. Also, be sure to check your SPAM folder just in 
case the messages have been going there instead of your INBOX. 
The St. Benedict Communications Team thanks you for your 
attention to this matter.

Bringing Together Community Block By Block

Over 350 parties 
took place in Oakland 
n e i g h b o r h o o d s 
celebrating National 
Night Out last 
Tuesday, an annual 
event promoting 
City-Neighborhood 
p a r t n e r s h i p s . 
National Night Out 

(NNO) is America's night out and a time for neighbors to get 
together to build neighborhood spirit and unity. Thanks to all 
the block party hosts and attendees for coming together in 
celebration of each other!

News from the City of Oakland


