
CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: December 25, 2022 $12,771.00
 Christmas $1,390.00
 Immaculate Conception $20.00
Other Collection: Saint Vincent de Paul $547.00
 

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MASS INTENTIONS

2023 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2023.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Sunday, January 1 8:30 am Leo Galloway-Special   
  Intention
 11:00 am The McDade Family - Special  
  Intention
Saturday, January 7 4:00 pm Fr. Bert Aronyu - Special   
  Intention 

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

David Krashna 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Linda Palmeri 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Dale Blake 
MEE TING RECORDER

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola

Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

Romel Lucas
Leonard Pete

Alex Schmitt
Chiquita Tuttle

Ofelia Wanzo
Regina Wilson-Henry

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH?  
Please scan this QR code:

We are so BLESSED to have you visiting with 
us today and we hope that you've enjoyed 
Worshiping with us.

Please fill out the online form so that we can 
keep in touch with you and keep you informed 
of any upcoming events or information about 
St. Benedict.  If you need to update your current information, you can fill 
out this form as well.

Please note that we respect your privacy.  This information is ONLY for the 
St. Benedict Church Communications|Technology Committee.

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK, ESPECIALLY

Request for prayers will be listed in the bulletin for one month 
and extended upon request.

Eucharia Ajagu 
Dino Blackburn
Kenneth Greer
Noel Nakahara
Louise Noriega

Monique Salgado
Rick Santi

Heidi Schmitt
Lottie Sonnier

Romel Tapscott
Geraldine Walker

"100" Club - This Weekend
Diocesan Seminarians - Next Weekend

SECOND COLLECTION

January 7/8, 2023
4:00 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 
J. Garibaldi L. Robertson T. Clay

LECTORS/MINISTERS

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GODSOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD JANUARY 1, 2023 JANUARY 1, 2023 

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:00 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Jules Garibaldi 
BUILDING MANAGER

Mr. David Krashna 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Mrs. Sherril Gressel 
FINANCE COMMIT TEE CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPORT

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

Next Sunday, January 8, 2023, 
Coffee and Donuts will be served 

after the 8:30 and 11:00 
Masses. Sponsored by the 

Pastoral Council Committee.



We sometimes call New Year’s Day the Octave of Christmas. Octave means eight; we use it to 
describe this feast, because it occurs eight days after Jesus birth. Some people also call this the Feast 
of the Circumcision of the Lord because that is what today’s Gospel is about.

Some ancient peoples practice circumcision for hygienic reasons, and others superstitiously believed 
that circumcision warded off evil spirits. Although the Jews at first may have practice circumcision 
for these same reasons, they later gave it a spiritual dimension.

Throughout the Old Testament, the Jews were conscious of their unique relationship with God as God’s chosen 
people. In the book of Genesis, God commands circumcision as a sign of the special covenant relationship, a sign 
that cannot be erased.

In obedience to God’s command, the Jews circumcised their male children eight days after birth. Although we 
don’t know if there is any religious significance to waiting eight days, (as opposed to seven or some other number), 
we do know it’s the safest time to perform circumcision because by then the body produces vitamin K (needed for 
the blood to coagulate) and because ten percent more prothrombin (a chemical needed for clotting) than normal 
is present in the body on that day. These two chemicals minimize the risk of uncontrollable bleeding resulting 
from the circumcision.

According to Jewish custom, the mother gave the male child his name on the day of his circumcision, a name 
that often described the child or an event surrounding his birth. This is why Mary named her son Jesus, which 
popularly means “God saves “ or simply “salvation.”

Today’s Gospel says that Mary treasured and reflected on all that was happening to her. This means she probably 
prayed about all the events in her life, because she wanted God to be a part of them. Undoubtedly, Jesus got his 
habit of praying from his mother. Ask Mary today to help us to learn to pray as she did.

Again, much thanks to Leonard Pete and the choir for the beautiful music on Christmas Eve; much gratitude 
to our liturgical environment ministry team for preparing the church for the Christmas Season and all-Year 
around; thanks to our liturgical ministers (lectors, eucharistic ministers ushers and altar servers); to our parish 
St. Vincent de Paul Conference for their incredible hard work and generosity to the needy in our community.

I know that this past year has been marked by my assignment as the new Pastor of Divine Mercy Parish, which is 
the combination of St. Lawrence O’Toole Church and St. Paschal Church. This has added more responsibilities 
to an already full plate. I am deeply saddened that this role has taken me away from St. Benedict, but I am 
profoundly grateful to Divina Cabrera, Dionne Cola, Leonard Pete, Jules Garibaldi and others who have truly 
taken on the leadership of St. Benedict as I focus my energy on stabilizing Divine Mercy Parish. I am their 4th 
Pastor/Parochial Administrator in five years, so I know that the parish needs my presence, for now.

My hope in this Christmas Season, Kwanzaa and upcoming New Year is that we will experience the hope and joy 
of Christ’s presence in our lives through hearts filled with gratitude for the blessings we’ve received, and that our 
hearts and our world will be characterized by God’s goodness and grace in Christ Jesus.
On behalf of the parish staff, Deacon Ron Tutson, Fathers Paul Vassar and Vince Cotter, I want to wish for 
you and your families and friends a joyous Christmas Season and God’s abundant blessings and best wishes 
throughout 2023!

Happy New Year, St. Benedict!

Father Jayson 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ will not be available until further notice.

ATTENTION!
The Wellness Group will be on holiday break until further notice. 

SAVE THE DATE
St. Benedict’s Mardi Gras Dance - our annual fundraising event takes place on Saturday, February 4, 2023, 6-10 pm at Fr. Jay 
Matthews Hall. Donation $25.00, $30.00 at the door. Food and drinks for purchase. Please no outside food and drinks. For more 
info, see any Mardi Gras Committee or text/call/email Leonard Pete 510-519-1913, StBenedictMardiGras@Gmail.com. Please mark 
your calendars.

HEALING MASS
Our monthly Healing/Anointing Mass, in collaboration with Divine Mercy parish will be held on the First Saturday of every month, 
at 10:00am, at St. Paschal Baylon Church, 3700 Dorisa, Oakland. The next scheduled Anointing Mass is on January 7th..  Looking 
forward to seeing you there!

SUPERBOWL TV RAFFLE 2023
Presented by The Knights of St. Peter Claver, Fr. Jay Matthews Council #336, Sunday, February 5, 2023, immediately following 
11:00am Mass at Fr. Jay Matthews Hall.  For tickets:  see any KPC336 member.  Donation: $4 per ticket or (3) tickets for $10.  This 
is for our Scholarship 2023 Funds.

SYKES SIGHTS TRAVEL AND LEISURE
Planning a vacation for this hoiday season, 2023, and beyond? Let Teresa Sykes of Sykes Sights Travel and Leisure be your new Travel 
Agent. Check out the exclusive deals and offers at teresasykes.inteletravel.com. Any questions or inquiries please email Teresa at 
sykessightstravelandleisure@gmail.com. A New Adventure Awaits!

DO YOU OWN A BUSINESS?
Would you like to like to make a short announcement about your business or trade to the Church family? Maybe you would like to 
hold a workshop for anyone interested in a particular subject. Let us know. Leave a message with your name and phone number at 
510 632-1847 or email saintbenedictcrh@aol.com. 

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in our weekly parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office on Wednesdays before 4:00 
pm.  Please submit your announcement to the parish office at this email address: saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

ATTENTION ST. BENEDICT PARISHIONERS!
Important Information about St. Benedict’s Electronic Newsletter
Have you been receiving emails from St. Benedict Parish? If not, we want to be sure we have your correct and current email address so 
that you don’t miss out on current Parish news and activities. When you have a moment we’d appreciate your sending a quick email to 
SaintBenedictCrh@aol.com with your full name and email address. Also, be sure to check your SPAM folder just in case the messages 
have been going there instead of your INBOX. The St. Benedict Communications Team thanks you for your attention to this matter.

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT OUR PARISH?  

 1. Online: oakdiocese.org
  Click on giving then click on support your parish.

 2. Mail: You can mail your envelopes to the Parish  
	 	 Office	at	2245	-	82nd	Avenue,	Oakland,	CA			94605		
	 	 or,	if	you	prefer,	we	have	a	mailbox	slot	inside		
	 	 the	porch	to	the	right	of	the	security	door.
 
	 3.	 Bring	contribution	to	Mass	to	be	deposited	into		
	 	 the	collection	baskets	during	the	Offertory.

Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of

MARY L. STUBBLEFIELD
(the mother of Walter Matthews)

Please remember her family in your prayers

NEW YEAR’S DAY


