
CHURCH SUPPORT

Collection: January 15, 2023 $4,810.00 
 Solemnity of Mary $25.00
Other Collection: "100" Club $40.00 
 Saint Vincent de Paul $30.00 

Thank You For Your Generosity

PENNY HARVEST 
Please remember to bring your pennies and drop them off 
by the altar before or after Mass. There’s no need to wrap 

your pennies in a roll.

MISSION STATEMENT

BY APPOINMTMENT 
510- 632-1847SATURDAY........................4:00 pm 

VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY ............................8:30 am

........................................ 11:00 am 
GOSPEL MASS

 

We recommend using Catholic Funeral  
and Cemetery Services (CFCS):

HOLY SEPULCHRE, ST. MARY’S AND 
ST. JOSEPH CEMETERIES 

 

Contact CFCS/Cooper’s Chapel at  
510.362.0424 or  

www.cfcsoakland.org

MASS TIMES CONFESSION

INSTRUCTION OF PARENTS REQUIRED

BAPTISM

6 MONTHS ADVANCED NOTICE REQUIRED

MARRIAGE

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES

As the people of God who are loved by the Father, being saved by the Son, and 
strengthened and endowed with the gifts of the Spirit for the service of the Lord, and 
all here at St. Benedict, we resolve in the spirit of Christian unity and cooperation to 

use our gifts and talents in building up the Kingdom of God in East Oakland

W W W.SAINTBENEDICTOAKL AND.COM FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

Mrs. Divina Cabrera 
OFFICE MANAGER

Mr. Leonard Pete 
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ofelia Wanzo 
CCD DIRECTOR

Mr. Jules Garibaldi 
BUILDING MANAGER

Mr. David Krashna 
PASTOR AL COUNCIL CHAIR

Mrs. Sherril Gressel 
FINANCE COMMIT TEE CHAIR

Miss Ariana Catherine 
YOUTH MINISTER

Rev. Jayson Landeza 
PASTOR

PARISH STAFF

Mr. Ron Tutson 
DEACON

Ms. Dionne Cola 
PASTOR AL ASSOCIATE

MASS INTENTIONS

2023 MASS INTENTIONS
The parish office is accepting Mass Intentions for 2023.  If you 

would like to offer a Mass for the (Living) Intentions of your 
family/friends, or for your deceased family members/friends, 
please call the parish office at 510-632-1847.  Donation for a 

Mass is $10.00. Thank you.

Sunday, January 22 8:30 am Susan Santi Gonzales†
 11:00 am Monica Soublet - Birthday 
 

What’s going on??
Interested in joining any of the Choirs? 

Please feel free to contact 

Leonard Pete 
MUSIC D IRECTOR

510.917.2390 
thevoicesofstbenedicts@yahoo.com

Like our page on Facebook! We’re titled  
The VOICES of St. Benedict - Oakland, CA.

ARE YOU A FAN OF ST. BENEDICT? Well if you’re a Facebook 
member, Like our Page! You can find us under the following title: 
Fans of St. Benedict Church Oakland, CA - Make sure that you like our page as 
well as spread the word to many of your family and friends. This is a great way 
to keep up with the latest News and Updates with St. Benedict Church.

CHOIR’S CORNER

David Krashna 
CHAIR /FACIL ITATOR

Linda Palmeri 
VICE CHAIR 

ASSISTANT FACIL ITATOR

Dale Blake 
MEE TING RECORDER

Ariana Catherine
Dionne Cola

Julie Hadnot
Elrita Larry

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

Romel Lucas
Leonard Pete

Alex Schmitt
Chiquita Tuttle

Ofelia Wanzo
Regina Wilson-Henry

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH?  
Please scan this QR code:

We are so BLESSED to have you visiting with 
us today and we hope that you've enjoyed 
Worshiping with us.

Please fill out the online form so that we can 
keep in touch with you and keep you informed 
of any upcoming events or information about 
St. Benedict.  If you need to update your current information, you can fill 
out this form as well.

Please note that we respect your privacy.  This information is ONLY for the 
St. Benedict Church Communications|Technology Committee.

Rev. Paul Vassar 
CLERGY SUPPORT

Rev. Vincent Cotter 
IN RESIDENCE

If you know someone who is sick and is in need of prayers, 
please contact the church office (510) 632-1847.   

SICK MINISTRY

Saint Vincent de Paul

SECOND COLLECTION

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JANUARY 22, 2023

January 28/29, 2023
4:00 PM 8:30 AM 11:00 AM 
J. Soublet M. Soublet L. Watson

LECTORS/MINISTERS

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT OUR PARISH?  

 1. Online: oakdiocese.org
  Click on giving then click on support your parish.

 2. Mail: You can mail your envelopes to the Parish  
	 	 Office	at	2245	-	82nd	Avenue,	Oakland,	CA			94605		
	 	 or,	if	you	prefer,	we	have	a	mailbox	slot	inside		
	 	 the	porch	to	the	right	of	the	security	door.
 
	 3.	 Bring	contribution	to	Mass	to	be	deposited	into		
	 	 the	collection	baskets	during	the	Offertory.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK, ESPECIALLY

Request for prayers will be listed in the bulletin for one month 
and extended upon request.

Eucharia Ajagu
Dino Blackburn

Deacon Earl JoHson
Louise Noriego

Monique Salgado

Rick Santi
Heidi Schmitt
Lottie Sonnier

Romel Tapscott

Please pray for the happy repose of the soul of
Geraldine Walker

Please remember her family in your prayers.

Rosary:  Thursday, January 26, 2023 6:00 PM
    Santos Robinson Mortuary, San Leandro

Funeral:  Friday, January 27, 2023 11:00 AM
   St. Benedict Church



McDade for his powerful reflection honoring Dr. King, and 
to Leonard Pete and our “Voices of St. Benedict” choir who 
inspired us with song!

Thank you to KPC Court and Council #336 for such a 
wonderful turnout at last week Sunday’s 11:00 Morning 
Mass, and for the Inter-council’s presence as well! Thank 
you for the gracious invitation for all to enjoy a delicious 
and hospitable reception immediately following the liturgy! 
Thank you for all that you do to contribute to the life of our 
St. Benedict family!

Now that the Christmas Season has concluded, we enter into 
a period in the Church’s liturgical calendar that is referred to 
as “Ordinary Time”. According to the Universal Liturgical 
Norms of the Roman Catholic Church, “there remains in the 
yearly cycle of thirty-three or thirty-four weeks in which there 
is no particular aspect of the mystery of Christ is celebrated, 
but rather the mystery of Christ itself is honored in its fullness, 
especially on Sundays. This period is known as Ordinary 
Time”. Ordinary Time began on Tuesday, January 10th, and 
continues through Tuesday, February 21st, the day before Ash 
Wednesday and the beginning of the Lenten season. Ordinary 
Time will resume when the Easter season ends, which will 
be on Monday, May 29th, the day following Pentecost. The 
liturgical color of Ordinary Time is green.

Yes, we will begin our parish process of Lenten preparation, 
aware that this annual season of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving, in preparation for the Triduum and the Easter 
Season, is fast approaching. Please be attuned to numerous 
activities that will help to prepare our hearts and minds for 
the annual “retreat” that the Catholic Church incorporates 
into our Liturgical Year.

Thank you to all those who attended last weekend’s installation 
ceremony and reception as I was officially installed as the new 
pastor at Divine Mercy. As I understand, I’m the only priest in 
the Diocese of Oakland now serving as pastor of two parishes. 
I know that dividing my time as Pastor of St. Benedict and 
Divine Mercy will lessen the time I spend here, I continue to 
ask for your forgiveness and prayers. I also express my deepest 
gratitude to Divina Cabrera, Dionne Cola, Leonard Pete, 
Deacon Ron Tutson, Jules Garibaldi, and many others who 
are here to assist the St. Benedict Parish community as we 
journey in this new reality. A particular word of thanks to our 
“Voices of St. Benedict”, under the direction of Leonard Pete, 
for their participation in the installation ceremony, and for 
Yvonne Banks for her powerful solo! I was in tears!

God Blesss!
Father Jayson

In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus begins preaching 
by telling his followers to reform their lives 
because the Reign of God is near. This is the focus 
of Jesus’ message.

The term “Kingdom of Heaven” (or “Reign of 
God”) referred to a time when, through the 

Messiah, God’s spirit would establish a new order or kingdom in 
which there would be no pain, suffering, or injustice. When Jesus 
proclaimed that the kingdom of heaven was at hand, he meant 
the Spirit of God was beginning the process of transforming the 
world. The day the Jews were eagerly awaiting was finally near.

At a time when the world didn’t have telephones and televisions 
or the Internet, Jesus needed help in getting his message across. 
Help came in the form of four poor fishermen who were 
casting their nets into the sea. Sometimes we find it difficult to 
understand why these men would leave everything behind to 
follow a wandering preacher from Nazareth, but there was a 
good reason.

In Jesus’ day, there were two kinds of rabbis. The first kind taught 
Jewish boys how to read and write Scripture in the synagogue 
schools. The second type, called the master rabbi, taught other 
men how to be rabbis. A master rabbi’s students probably moved 
in with him so they could have intense training. The master 
rabbi provided them with shelter and food and, in return, the 
students worked for him in order to earn their keep. Jesus was 
a master rabbi.

The Jews considered it a great privilege to study to be a rabbi. So 
great was the honor that anyone who had such an opportunity 
would not hesitate to except it. He would commit himself on 
the spot because he knew his family and relatives would pitch 
in to assume his responsibilities so he could devote full-time to 
his studies. That was probably what happened to Peter, Andrew, 
James and John. Jesus offered them the chance to become rabbis 
and their families and friends would’ve considered them fools 
if they had not taken advantage of this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.

A rabbi is a teacher. Pray today for all of the religion teachers 
who taught you about God. Ask God to bless them for their 
efforts and sacrifices. If possible, call one of them or write a letter 
expressing your appreciation. Even better, become one here at St. 
Benedict.

Last weekend, our nation commemorated the legacy, memory 
and ministry of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. His life and work 
continues to invite and inspire us to express our Christian faith 
by seeking healing in our American society and beyond. May 
we be a catalyst for his continued vision. Thank you to Dorgan 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

ATTENTION!
Due to health concerns, the cups of the Blood of Christ 
will not be available until further notice.

SAVE THE DATE
St. Benedict’s Mardi Gras Dance - 
our annual fundraising event takes 
place on Saturday, February 4, 2023, 
6-10 pm at Fr. Jay Matthews Hall. 
Donation $25.00, $30.00 at the 
door. Food and drinks for purchase. Please no outside 
food and drinks. For more info, see any Mardi Gras 
Committee or text/call/email Leonard Pete 510-519-1913, 
StBenedictMardiGras@Gmail.com. Please mark your 
calendars.

SUPERBOWL TV RAFFLE 2023
Presented by The Knights of St. Peter Claver, Fr. Jay 
Matthews Council #336, Sunday, February 5, 2023, 
immediately following 11:00am Mass at Fr. Jay Matthews 
Hall.  For tickets:  see any KPC336 member.  Donation: $4 
per ticket or (3) tickets for $10.  This is for our Scholarship 
2023 Funds.

NEVER ALONE
A large contingent of St. Benedict’s parishioners attended 
the January 14 installation of our pastor Fr. Jayson Landeza 
as pastor  also  of Divine Mercy Parish at the site of St. 
Lawrence O’Toole Church on High Street in Oakland. 
Our dynamic gospel choir directed by Music Director 
Leonard Pete rendered rousing renditions of the meditation 
songs Spirit Fall Down and Never Alone. The pulsating 
and repetitive proclamation that we are never alone with 
the omnipresence of the Holy Spirit reverberated in the 
minds and hearts of the church congregation and brought 
many of us to tears. Let us not forget that despite trials, 
tribulations, and challenges we are  never alone  - that we 
always have a companion, the Holy Spirit. Your comments 
are always welcome at saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
St. Vincent de Paul needs Volunteers for our Food Distribution 
to our Neighbors in need. We need help Wednesday, January 25 
from 9-11am to distribute food bags to our neighbors. If you 
know of anyone who might be in need of food, please have them 
call our St. Benedict SVdP hotline, 510-632-2063.
We are in need of Paper Grocery Bags; you can bring to Mass 
and leave in our barrel in the front of the Church. Please wear a 
Mask throughout your interaction with our neighbors. 
Thank you, St. Benedict Conference
Wallita Sykes-Bush, President 
St. Benedict SVdP Conference

SYKES SIGHTS TRAVEL AND LEISURE
Planning a vacation for this hoiday season, 2023, and 
beyond? Let Teresa Sykes of Sykes Sights Travel and Leisure 
be your new Travel Agent. Check out the exclusive deals 
and offers at teresasykes.inteletravel.com. Any questions or 
inquiries please email Teresa at sykessightstravelandleisure@
gmail.com. A New Adventure Awaits!

Happy 81st Birthday
to Vera Sims

DO YOU OWN A BUSINESS?
Would you like to like to make a short announcement 
about your business or trade to the Church family? Maybe 
you would like to hold a workshop for anyone interested 
in a particular subject. Let us know. Leave a message 
with your name and phone number at 510 632-1847 or 
email saintbenedictcrh@aol.com. 

Congratulations to Lionel and Vera Sims
for their

68th Wedding Anniversary!

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
If anyone has an announcement to be published in 
our weekly parish bulletin, it is due to the parish office 
on Wednesdays before 4:00 pm.  Please submit your 
announcement to the parish office at this email address: 
saintbenedictcrh@aol.com.  Thank you.

ATTENTION ST. BENEDICT PARISHIONERS!
Important Information about St. Benedict’s Electronic 
Newsletter
Have you been receiving emails from St. Benedict Parish? If 
not, we want to be sure we have your correct and current email 
address so that you don’t miss out on current Parish news 
and activities. When you have a moment we’d appreciate 
your sending a quick email to SaintBenedictCrh@aol.com 
with your full name and email address. Also, be sure to 
check your SPAM folder just in case the messages have 
been going there instead of your INBOX. The St. Benedict 
Communications Team thanks you for your attention to 
this matter.


