
 

 
 
 

 
Saints – Why? 
Once a person is in heaven, enjoying the vision of God, nothing can add to his or her eternal glory.  The 
Church canonizes holy people, therefore, not for their sakes, but to present them to the faithful as models 
of the Christian life and as powerful intercessors. 
 
For this reason the Church studies the life and works of those who are being proposed for canonization for 
evidence of holiness and of heroism in the practice of virtue.  They look for evidence of the theological 
virtues:  Faith, hope and charity; of the gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit; of humility and prudence and 
prayerfulness.  The Church also wants evidence that after their death the memory of those persons 
continued to inspire the faithful to pursue holiness and to seek their intercession, so reports of favors 
requested and received must be kept.  Extraordinary healings must have medical records, doctor’s 
assessments and proof that the healing is attributable to the person being proposed for Canonization. 
 
 

Did You Know: 
 Numbers: Because there was no formal process of canonization until the year 993, there is no 

exact count of the number of saints (possibly more than 3,000 to as many at 10,000, according to 
difference sources).  The right to canonize was officially reserved to the papacy alone in 1234. 
 

 Purpose: The purpose of declaring saints is to present Catholics with examples of holy lives filled 
with faith, hope and charity.  In Kenneth Woodward’s book, Making Saints (Simon and Schuster, 
1996, 2nd ed.) he writes, “A saint is always someone through whom we catch a glimpse of what 
God is like – and of what we are called to be.” 

 
 When: The process begins after death of a Catholic whom people regard as holy. 

 
 Stages for Canonization: 

 Servant of God:  Promoter group (diocese, parish, religious congregation, etc.) requests an 
investigation by the Holy See; if granted, the candidate receives the title: Servant of God. 

 Venerable:  The declaration of a person’s heroic virtues and sanctity of life, after which his/her 
title is: Venerable. 

 Blessed:  Once a miracle is attributed to the intercession of the candidate, the candidate is 
declared: Blessed. 

 Saint:  After a second miracle is attributed to the candidate’s intercession, the Holy Father 
declares the candidate to be a Saint. 

 
 


