
St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic Church 
THURSDAY APRIL 19TH , 2018 7:15PM  (AT ST. IGNATIUS LIVING ROOM ) - PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Members Present: Deidre Acord, Carlos Alpuche, Michael Arguello, Cody Baker, Jose 
Maia, Joyce Pulich, Rafael Riojas, Dorcas Rockwell, Tony Slagle, Fr. Dennis Strach 
II, Fr. John Dougherty.   
 

Absent: Catherine Cardenas, Fred Galindo, Loretta Lozano 
 

Guests or visiting: Kate Meyers, Jose Peña, DeAnn Walker, were present as discerned 
members that will formally be inducted as council members at the 
next meeting. 

Opening Prayer  – Fr. Dennis read from Holy Cross Traditions “The Cross, Our Only 
Hope”, followed by reflection to Parish and Council members. 

Review of the minutes  – The February 15th minutes were voted on and approved 
with some  corrections. The March 22nd joint minutes were also approved with 
some corrections (awaiting approval by Finance Council). Michelle Fontana will 
ensure they are posted. 

Pastor’s Report – Fr. John shared that the parish will be welcoming Felipe Campos, 
a professed seminarian, in mid-June, as well as 2 postulants that will stay for about 
6 weeks. Karl, the deacon assigned to our Parish will arrive later in the summer. 
Unfortunately the space at the pastor’s house is very limited, so accommodations 
have been arranged at St. Edwards. This is less than ideal, from the point of view of 
formation and community, so efforts to increase the available space at the pastor’s 
house have started.  

Fr. John also shared that he wants to have a more cooperative relationship with St. 
Edwards University, for mutual benefit. Collaborations could start with food pantry 
and St. Ignatius School. 

Planned renovation at HEB (across the street) may cause impacts to our parish. Fr. 
John informed that any negotiation will be conducted with full support of the 
Diocese, with Deacon Ron Walker leading. 

Capital Campaign  – Currently 75% of the goal has been collected. Efforts will 
concentrate on unfulfilled pledges, which could yield funds or adjust the level of 
funds to be collected.  

Fr. John mentioned the diocesan capital campaign goal of 1.7 million dollars for the 
parish, planned for July 2019. The distribution of funds will be 70% for diocese and 
30% for the parish, until goal is met, and the percentages will be reversed beyond 
the goal. He expressed some concern at how the goal was established and will 
contact the diocese to gather additional information.  
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The parish retained a consultant to guide renovations and will continue to address 
lighting, and spaces, such as the confessional area. The liturgical and architectural 
committee will continue to explore church beautification projects, such as stained 
glass windows that could be sponsored by individual or groups of parishioners. 

School report  – Budgeted for 230 enrollment; at this point nearly 200, but expected 
to inch up. Additional marketing efforts are ongoing, including more collaboration 
with parish volunteers and St. Edwards University community. Fr. John mentioned 
the Latino Student Initiative as a potential outreach effort. Fr. John will donate his 
“Fun Run” fundraised funds towards tuition assistance. 

Youth Ministries – Cody shared that there is an upswing in the participation at the 
leadership level, with several retreats planned. Recent fundraising at all masses 
netted $1800 for “Cross training”, with all activities planned by the youth. Activities 
at Community First! Village continue to inspire and draw the parish youth. 
Year-end activities, such as graduation, as well as confirmation will keep the youth 
ministry busy, right until Summer. 

Parish strategic plan  –  Approved mission statement will start to be printed in the 
parish bulletin. The committee will meet and report to the council at a future 
meeting. 

Newly discerned members to the Pastoral council – Will be formally inducted at 
the next meeting. Fr. John will appoint a youth minister member to the council. 

Closing prayer – Fr. John  

Future Meetings  –5/17 and 6/21 (potentially at the newly renovated addition to the 
Pastor’s house). 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Jose Maia 
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