
St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic Church 
 

THURSDAY, 17 OCTOBER 2019 – PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Members Present: Cody Baker, Jim Cartwright, Fr. John Dougherty, Kayley Goldsmith, Kate Meyers, Rosa 
Pena, Joyce Pulich, Deacon Zach Rathke, Raphael Riojas, Dorcas Rockwell, and Fr. Karl Romkema. 
 
Absent: Michael Arguello, Kathy Reyes, Grant Robinett, DeAnn Walker 
 
Opening Prayer – Fr. John Dougherty read about St. Ignatius in honor of his feast day. 
 
Approve absence of council members: Chair Joyce Pulich said that Michael Arguello and Kathy Reyes 
had notified Fr. John and her about their absences. Kate Meyers made a motion seconded by Jim 
Cartwright to approve these absences. Motion passed. Fr. John and Joyce received an email during the 
meeting excusing DeAnn Walker so her absence was also approved on a motion made by Fr. John and 
seconded by Jim Cartwright. 
 
Review of the Minutes – The 19 September 2019 minutes were approved on a motion made by Rosa 
Pena and seconded by Kayley Goldsmith. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 

 Diocese Capital Campaign 
o 41% of goal raised, with 67 parishioners responding. 
o 1:00 PM Sunday Mass 

 Pledging for this mass is less probably because more cash-oriented.  
 Parish is considering offering a second collection specifically for the capital 

campaign after communion. 
 Plan is to count collections from this mass for a couple of weeks and see if this 

would be feasible. 
o Shelby reported that parish is going to calls regarding pledges for Diocesan capital 

campaign. No information on those calls is available at this time, but the target for them 
to be completed is mid-to-late November. 

o We need to make sure that the Bishop’s goals are being clearly communicated to fellow 
parishioners. 

 Church Windows 
o Ongoing project. 
o 9 out of 10 windows have been paid for. Community window has raised about $13-15 

thousand of the $35,000 needed. If necessary the remaining money will be drawn from 
savings that will be paid back as donations are received. 

o The narrative for the window is with the Diocese and we are awaiting its approval. 

 New building and rectory addition 
o A preliminary meeting was held with diocese officials and Austin City officers. The meeting 

went well.  

 Fall Fest 
o Father reminded the Council to help sell raffle tickets and to be sure to enjoy the day! 

 Stewardship Days 
o Committee is pulling together. 



o Will be held on the weekends of January 18 & 19, 25 & 26, and February 1 & 2. 
o Ministry fair has been scaled down and will be held in the vestibule with the various 

volunteer opportunities grouped appropriately. 
o There will be time, talent, treasure talks like last year. 
o Father John Dougherty expressed concern that there was not a lot of time to get the fair 

pulled together with the Stewardship Committee being newly organized. When Fr. Karl 
Romkema suggested pushing back the fair, Father John responded that the idea was to 
avoid Lent and with the Ordination and Easter coming up, the end of January and 
beginning of February was really the best option for holding it. 

 Food Pantry 
o Walk in cooler and freezer to be blessed at 1 pm on Tuesday, October 22nd.  
o 80% of this new equipment was paid for by a grant.   
o The floors near the new cooler and freezer and the office meeting room will also be 

redone. 

 Liturgy 
o Richard Tucker is doing a great job and is really enjoying this ministry. 
o Council members should be sure to thank him for working on the sound in the church. It 

is getting better. 

 St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic School 
o School year is going well with roughly 208 students registered. 
o Parent conferences will be held this week. 
o Tours of the school continue with interested families. 
o Accreditation is two years away, but the self-studies necessary for that process are 

beginning.  

 Fr. Karl Romkema’s series on living out your faith is going well. 

 Young Adult Group  
o Organizational gathering at Pinthouse Pizza went well. 
o The group is considering what its meeting format will be like. 
o Deacon Zach Rathke clarified for the council that the Young Adults group includes 

parishioners between age 20 and 40. 

 Golden Nuggets group 
o About 20 people attended the first meeting of this group.  
o Great for senior outreach in the parish. 

 
Youth Ministries – Cody Baker  

 Ministry is going well. 

 The Saintly Service lock-in was held the weekend of 21-22 September. 9 or 10 people attended. 

 Confirmation just started. There has been some confusion about registration for Teens and 
parents. 

 Life Teen 
o Going well.  
o YEETs are more active this year. 

 Edge 
o This group has had 3 new men volunteers join.  
o The lock-in for this group could use some additional adult help. 

 In early November the Inspiration Tour at Fiesta Texas will take place. There will be Mass, 
Adoration and a visit from the Bishop. 



 Planning has started for the fall retreat that will take place in mid-November. Confessions will be 
offered at this retreat. 

 
New Business 

 There will be lots of visitors at the parish over the holidays. 

 The Sister CSC novices will be here until late December. 
 
Open Forum 

 Date of ACTS Men’s retreat is January 16-18. It was noted that this was the same 
weekend as the Golf Tournament associated with this year’s gala. 

 25 Women attended the women’s retreat. 

 Joyce Pulich will reach out to the Chair of the Finance Council about the joint meeting to 
be held in November. 

 The timeline for the new HEB store was discussed. 

 Members of the council expressed support for the new Young Adult group and offered 
its assistance. 

 
Closing Prayer – Cody Baker led the closing prayer 
 
Future Meetings: 11/21 (joint with Finance Council), 12/21, 1/16, 2/20 


