
St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic Church 
 

THURSDAY, 18 JUNE 2020 – PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Members Present: Mike Arguello, Cody Baker, Jim Cartwright, Fr. John Dougherty, Kayley Goldschmitt, 
Kate Meyers, Rosa Pena, Joyce Pulich, Rafael Riojas, Deacon Zach Rathke, Kathy Reyes, Grant Robinette, 
Dorcas Rockwell 
 
Absent: n/a 
 
Visiting: Tim Gohmann (discerning), Andrew Moncado (discerning), Silka Sharp (discerning) 
 
Opening Prayer – Deacon Zach offered the opening prayer. 
 
Approve absence of council members: n/a 
 
Introduction of discerning new members: Fr. John introduce three new members who will be 
discerning to join the council: Tim Gohmann, Silka Sharp, and new Youth Representative Andrew 
Moncada. 
 
Review of the Minutes – A motion to approve the 20 February 2020 minutes was made by Jim 
Cartwright and seconded by Mike Arguello. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 

o Fr. John reported that these were challenging times for the parish. 
o Confirmations and First Communions that had to be cancelled during the early days of the 

pandemic had just been celebrated and First Communion for 2nd Graders will take place 
on 27 June. 

 Staffing: 
o Sr. Nancy Pewterbaugh, CSC will retire from her current position, but continue with the 

Golden Nuggets a Bible Study. 
o Isaac Garcia has been hired to fill the position of Adult Continuing Education Coordinator. 

His first day at the parish was June 16th. 
o Sr. Adelaide Cannon, CSC has done Marriage Preparation with couples for many years, 

but she is ready to semi-retire. Fr. John and Fr. Karl would like to be more involved in 
marriage preparation and will take on those duties. Sr. Adelaide will continue to work in 
ministry and with the Holy Cross Sisters Associates program. 

o Sr. Nancy and Sr. Adelaide will continue to have office space in the parish office. 
o Deacon Zach Rathke, CSC is reassigned to South Bend. 
o Felipe Campos, CSC will join the parish as a transitional deacon. 
o Council members expressed the hope that the sisters, despite their semi-retirement 

would remain as involved in the community as possible. 

 Capital and Diocesan Campaigns 
o Fr. John reported that during the pandemic St. Ignatius parishioners have stepped to do 

more for the parish and we are paying the bills.  
o More use is being made of online giving and Fr. and Michelle will be attempting to re-

engage tithing individuals in the coming months.  
o The parish obtained a PPP grant that should see us through. 



o Mike Arguello asked if number were available indicating the impact of the pandemic on 
the Capital campaigns (both ours and the diocese’s). Fr. responded that both campaigns 
continued to be on target and we are still pursuing the new construction on campus, the 
project will just be slowed. 

 St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic School 
o No one knows for sure what will happen in the fall, but the hope is that the school will be 

open for in-person classes with COVID precautions in place.  
o The School is looking at various scenarios including use of changing classrooms or perhaps 

portables in the parking lot.  
o They are receiving direction from both the diocese and Austin Independent School 

District. Everyone is waiting for guidance and that will just take time to be developed. 
 
Youth Report – Grant Robinette 

 40 High School students will get confirmed this week (June 20 or 21st) 

 The High School Youth Group is still trying to interact. Instagram and Zoom have been venues for 
contact. 

 Currently on summer break. There are things planned over the Summer but will happen on a case-
by-case basis. 

 Youth Group will be selling Spes Unica T-shirts as a fundraiser. 

 This is Grant’s last meeting. Andrew Moncado will be the Youth Representative beginning at the 
August meeting. 

 
New Business 

 Mike Arguello commented that he loved having the camera in the church to livestream Mass. 
People have been assigned to do the camera motion and zooming for various parts of the mass. 

 There was some discussion about what order masses would be added back as attendance begins 
to grow. Fr. John thought that the surge from the previous weekend had been related to first 
communion, but we would most likely add back the 7 am Sunday mass if we needed it and then 
probably the 5 pm Sunday mass.  

o Tim Gohmann asked if attendance was collected at mass and said that if given the data 
he could plot attendance to assist with this decision. Fr. John agreed he would get the 
data to him. 

o Fr. John also reported there would be assigned seating for the 2nd Grade’s First 
Communion. 

 Deacon Zach Rathke, CSC talked to the Council about his new assignment in South Bend. He 
reported that the ordination would be immediate and Holy Cross folks only, but that it would be 
livestreamed from the Basilica. He will be returning for a Mass of Thanksgiving with the St. Ignatius 
Martyr community in October or November.  

 
Current Business 

 The council discussed skipping the July meeting and deferring approval of new member and 
election of officers until the 20 August meeting. Grant Robinette made a motion to defer the 
meeting, and Kayley Goldsmith seconded. Motion passed. 

 
Open Forum & Discussion 



 Mike Arguello and Rafael Riojas, the recruitment committee formed at the February meeting, 
reported that the submission for nominations for Pastoral Council and recruitment had gone 
smoothly. 

 Kate Meyers asked if volunteers had been found for the welcome committees at Mass. Fr. John 
reported they had found sufficient volunteers, but that more were always needed. 

 Thank You’s were offered to Deacon Zach Rathke, CSC, Mike Arguello and Grant Robinette for 
their excellent service on the Pastoral Council.  

 
Closing Prayer – Fr. John Dougherty gave the closing prayer. 
 
Future Meetings: = 9/17, 10/15, 11/19, 12/17 


