
St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic Church 
 

THURSDAY, 19 NOVEMBER 2020 – PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Members Present: Cody Baker, Jim Cartwright, Fr. John Dougherty, CSC, Tim Gohmann, Kayley 
Goldschmitt, Kate Meyers, Andrew Moncado, Rosa Pena, Joyce Pulich, Fr. Karl Rathke, CSC, Kathy Reyes, 
Rafael Riojas, Dorcas Rockwell 
Absent: Deacon Felipe Campos, CSC, Silka Sharp 
 
Visiting: Michell Fontana 
 
Opening Prayer – Rafael Riojas offered a Holy Cross reflection 
 
Approve absence of council members: The absence of the missing council members was approved. 
 
Review of the Minutes – A motion was made by Cody Baker to approve the October 15 minutes. Dorcas 
Rockwell seconded the motion. Motion carried to approve the minutes. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 

 Stained Glass Window project 
o In good shape as several parishioners stepped in to support the project financially. We 

will be able to do the whole project. 
o Father John met with Fr. Misko for the Diocese about the imagery and Will Frank, the 

designer flew down to make the presentation. There were some minor issues with the 
imagery and a conference call is scheduled for 20 November 2020 with the same parties 
to see what changes the Bishop wants, if any. Ultimately the decision is with the diocese. 

o The unveiling for the parish will happen once the designs for the windows are approved 
by the Bishop. 

o Fundraising for the community window is still moving along. 

 Mass Schedule 
o Masses at Christmas will be at 2, 4. 6, and 8 pm, Midnight, and 10 am on Christmas Day. 

The 8 pm mass will be in Spanish. If the church is overly full, we have plans to stream it in 
the Family Center and provide communion. 

o COVID protocols at mass are going well although 9:30 mass was full last weekend. 

 Stewardship Council 
o The Council is on hold right now because groups cannot meet, but Fr. John is trying to 

have them do a few things to keep it active.  
o The Ministry Fair will be held again as soon as possible. 

 Director of Adult Evangelization and Catechesis 
o Isaac is doing a great job. His knowledge of technology has helped considerably. 
o Regarding the speaker series: Brother Joel, Isaac, and Fr. Peter Walsh have spoken 

already. On Dec. 7th Jessica Ochoa, a friend to Holy Cross will speak. She teaches religion 
and does Campus ministry. That meeting will be at 7pm in the church and online. 

 Capital and Diocesan Campaigns 
o Encountering Christ  

 People are being faithful to their pledges despite the economic situation. 
o Catholic Services Appeal 



 We made a bigger deal of the CSA this year since there were no other active 
capital campaigns going on. 

 The parish’s contributions are tracking well according to the Diocese. 
o Parish Campaign  

 We are going forward with the new buildings, but slowly. 
 The current issue is balancing the debt and servicing of it with the current 

downward economic trend. The Diocese has to believe we can pay the debt back 
or they won’t lend it. 

 Parish Collections 
o Collections are hit and miss. Some weeks up, some weeks down.  
o We are down YTD about $30,000, so the big picture is not bad, but could be better. 

 St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic School 
o The Bishop was unable to join the School for its 80th Anniversary due to some deaths in 

his family. Mass will be rescheduled for the spring. 
o The students all got T-shirts to wear for the anniversary, both those at the school and 

those learning from home. 
o The school continues in good spirits. 
o They are working hard to find money to give teachers bonuses this year.  
o Kids will be taking home everything they need at Thanksgiving Break in case it is necessary 

to go online after, rather than having the teachers come in during Break to get things 
ready. 

 
Parish Marketing and Development – Michelle Fontana 

 Annual Report on the State of the Parish will be going out in a week or so. Some extra copies were 
ordered for people who are not in the Parish database.  

 We now have about 2,500 active parishioners after Christian’s sweep of the database earlier in 
the year. 

 A new Bulletin format has been introduced. 

 Giving Tuesday will have two campaigns this year because of need. The parish campaign will be 
to make up the funds we lost because of the cancellation of Fall Fest this year and the school 
campaign will be to recoup some of the technology expenditures due to COVID. December 1st is 
the date for these. 

 Michelle is working with Isaac and Ministries and Groups of Hope to get people to sign up.  

 She will also be taking a program through Notre Dame for six weeks beginning in January. 

 Ministry Guide Book will be updated. Kate Meyers asked if copies of the guide were available. 
Ministry Guide Book should be available in the church office. 

 There will be a later date for the Gala than usual. This year will likely be more casual like a party 
on the lawn with tents and white lights. Michelle will be reaching out to donors for support before 
the event. 

 Isaac wrote a grant asking for funds for speakers and stipends for them. 

 School Marketing 
o A logo was created for the School’s 80th Anniversary and Michelle got photos of the 

students in their t-shirts for social media.  
o Catholic Schools Week dinner this year will be virtual and will honor the Holy Cross sisters 

from our Parish. Bishop Bill Wack, CSC, will be the keynote speaker for the event. 
o 2nd Week in January will begin ads for the school on radio for six weeks.  
o There will also be a postcard mailout to targeted zip codes.  



 
Youth Report – Andrew Moncada  

 Confirmation has started and they are two sessions in. There are Thursday and Sunday classes. 

 Life Teen has been going on since the beginning of the school year and is going well. Online has 
more people than in person.  

 Edge is not doing as well because of low participation. 

 Fall Retreat was cancelled because not enough people signed up. 

 Registration is up for Diocesan Catholic Youth Conference. It is usually held as a weekend 
conference in Waco, but will be virtual this year and outside on 30 January.  

 The current thinking is to combine the Edge and Life Teen programs, but Kathy Reyes offered to 
let Edge come to her Zoom. 

 
Current Business 

 Mass for 8 December will be offered in-person and virtually, 7 am, 12:05 pm, 8:15 am for the 
School, and 7 pm bilingual. 

 December 12th will have a rosary at 6:30 am and then Mass at 8 am. 

 Parish is getting some push back on deleting masses after they stream live. 

 Groups of Hope 
o There will be Spanish-language Groups of Hope.  
o All will be ready on December 2nd.  
o There will be a letter in the bulletin inviting people to join. 
o Kathy Reyes noted that for materials in Spanish Isaac can reach out to parish for people 

who can translate. 
o Fr. John requested that we give Isaac feedback, so he can improve the experience next 

time around. 

 Catholic Daughters are offering a one-day retreat on Dec. 5th. Registration will be linked in the 
newsletter. 

 Shout out to Deacon Felipe if anyone needs Zoom help. 
 
New Business 
 
Open Forum & Discussion 

 Dorcas Rockwell reported that she had seen the vocation clips. They were very interesting and 
she appreciated all the people who contributed. 

 Tim Gohmann noted that the greeters have been much more warm and friendly at masses in 
the past few weeks.  

 
Closing Prayer – Deacon Felipe Pena, C.S.C. gave the closing prayer. 
 
Future Meetings: 01/21/21; 02/18/21; 03/18/21; 04/15/21; 05/20/21 


