
St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic Church 
 

WEDNESDAY, 19 MAY 2021 – PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Members Present: Cody Baker, Fr. Felipe Campos, CSC, Jim Cartwright, Fr. John Dougherty, CSC, Tim 
Gohmann, Kayley Goldschmitt, Kate Meyers, Joyce Pulich, Fr. Karl Rathke, CSC, Kathy Reyes, Rafael Riojas, 
Dorcas Rockwell 
 
Absent: Silka Sharpe, Andrew Moncado, Rosa Pena 
 
Guest(s)/Visitor(s): Michelle Fontana and Darnelius Perez (discerning) 
 
Opening Prayer – Rafael Riojas 
 
Approve absence of council members: Absence of council members waived because of change in the 
date of the meeting. 
 
Review and Approval of the Minutes – The 15 April 2021 minutes were approved by the unanimous 
consent of the council. 
 
Pastor’s Report: 

 Father Karl Rathke was invited to address the council. He said that he was excited about his new 
assignment at Old College in South Bend. He thanked the parish for its hospitality and kindness 
during his time here. He will asked for our prayers for him and assured the council he would be 
praying for us. 

 Darnelius Perez was made welcome as a potential council member discerning his service. 

 Fr. Pete Logsdon will be arriving this fall. 

 Fr. Harold will be moving back to South Bend permanently. He will leave on Memorial Day 
traveling with Fr. Felipe and Fr. Karl who are attending a retreat that week. He requested no 
gatherings be held in his honor before he left. 

 The parish is planning to host five seminarians this summer: 1 professed seminarian, 1 professed 
brother, 2 postulants, and 1 postulant to be, Jose Miguel who is a St. Dominic Savio High School 
graduate. There will also be two younger priests here to assist Fr. Felipe while Fr. John attends 
the Provincial meeting. 

 Stained Glass Window project 
o The city is working on getting the parish the necessary permits.  
o Two Open Houses will be held on June 28th and 29th for large donors to the project to 

view the watercolors of the windows. 
o An open house for the Parish will happen later in the fall. 
o Larger renditions of the windows will be placed in the window to help people visualize 

what they will look like and there will be a slide show placed on the website for 
everyone to see. Isaac also has plans to use these renditions for liturgical teaching. 

 Holy Family Hall 
o The parish is attempting to secure a loan for Holy Family Hall.  
o The diocese may request we wait to begin construction until costs go down. 

 Liturgy 
o The Diocese has lifted protocols and left matters in the parish’s hands.  



 Tape will be coming down in the main aisles.  
 Mask-wearing will be left up to individual parishioners.  
 Communion will return to the use of lay ministers. 
 Mother’s Chapel will be open with no tape. 
 Overflow will continue to be used as necessary. 
 Ministries are allowed to meet in-person again at the church. 

 The Church office will be moving to summer hours. 

 St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic School 
o New Principal 

 The new principal J. B. Waters will come on board on July 1st.  
 He is STEM focused and would like to raise $10,000 over the summer to 

purchase some robotics equipment for the school. 
o The school will host 3 days of field days and lots of year-end activities are going on. 
o Graduation will be held this coming weekend. Fr. Karl will do the graduation while Fr. 

John attends his last Provincial Council meeting for this three years. 

 Fr. Zach is working on getting his first mass at St. Ignatius Martyr scheduled. He would like for it 
to occur near the anniversary of his ordination date in September. 

 
Communications and Marketing Report – Michelle Fontana 

 Capital Campaigns 
o Diocese Encountering Christ  

 Diocese is looking at pledges that have been zero payments and zeroing them 
out. 

 Write off will be about $699,000 of 373 pledges. We will have firm numbers by 
the next meeting. 

 The parish will still be talking about that campaign to remind people to continue 
making pledges.  

o Catholic Services Appeal  
 The parish is at $86,000 collected -- 81% of our goal. 
 The numbers look good compared with other Parishes our size and are better 

than last year. 

 Notre Dame Communications Class  
o Michelle and Isaac are taking a class. 
o They will be requesting interviews with council members. 

 School Enrollment 
o Enrollment in Spring and next Fall.  
o Maria Bello and Chantele Cisneros will be points of contact. 

 Gala  
o Gala was not held this year due to COVID. 
o Instead, a letter-writing campaign was given. The goal was $50,000 of which $48,000 

was raised. Most were from big donors. 

 Fun Run 
o $50,000 was raised by the students. 
o Fr. John received $18,000 in donations that will go to financial aid.  

 
Youth Report – Fr. Felipe Campos, CSC 

 Edge has concluded for the summer. 



 LifeTeen has also concluded for the summer, but the regular summer activities will go on as 
scheduled. 

 There is hope of a retreat in Steubenville. Teens from St. Ignatius will attend if it happens, and if 
not something will be done at the parish. 

 An in-person confirmation retreat was held three weeks ago. 
 
Current Business - None 
 
New Business 

 We need to consider the appointment of a new member to replace Rafael Riojas and a new 
youth representative.  

 New officers will be elected at the June meeting. Fr. will put forth a slate of officers for the 
council to vote on. 

 
Open Forum & Discussion 

 Fr. John asked for feedback on the pandemic rules ending. Tim offered that he had received 
positive feedback on the parish’s hospitality. Kathy reminded the council that there will still be 
parents with young children who may not be comfortable coming back to mass. Kate seconded 
Kathy’s reminder about hospitality to parents with young children. 

 
Closing Prayer – Fr. Felipe Campos, CSC 
 
Future Meetings:  06/17/21; 07/15/21; 09/16/21; 10/21/21; 11/18/21; 12/16/21 


