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France in early 19th century experienced the aftermath of the turmoil that 

characterized the French Revolution which disrupted schools and 

parishes and almost all aspects of society. Discouragement and even 

despair appeared to be the only options before people. If nothing was 

done, the future of France could be faithless (because of the lack of 

parish services and Catholic education) and illiterate (because of the lack 

of quality schools). 

 

Political and religious divisions. Politically, there were Royalists who 

favored a return to the monarchy, and the Republicans who favored the further development of the 

republic form of government. Religiously, there were Gallicans who favored a national church with 

little or no reference to Rome, and there were Ultramontanists who favored a strong relationship 

with Rome as the true authority in the church. 

 

Into all this Basile Anthony Moreau is born on February 11, 1799. He is the 9th of 14 children of 

Louis Moreau, a wine merchant, and Louise Pioger, a homemaker who also managed the family 

farm. Basile had the opportunity to attend a parish school; he was a leader among his peers and 

the pastor recognized in him the possibility of a vocation. Basile goes to secondary school and 

then enters the seminary. 

 

He is ordained on August 12, 1821. He wanted to work in a parish among the poor, but he is 

assigned to further studies to prepare him to teach in the seminary. He is a professor in the 

seminary for 12 years. 

 

Basile believes something needed to be done in response to the deplorable condition of both 

parishes and schools. He envisioned a group of priests who could be of service to parishes; this 

became a reality in August 1835 when a very small group, with him, took the name “Auxiliary 

Priests.” In the same month, Moreau became superior of the Brothers of St. Joseph who had been 

founded in 1820 by another priest (Jacques Dujarié) in the diocese of Le Mans. They were 

educators, parish workers, catechists. In 1837, Moreau joins these 2 groups and settles them in a 

neighborhood called “Holy Cross;” they become the Congregation of (or from) Holy Cross. In 1841, 

he would found the Holy Cross Sisters. 

 

For the next 29 years, as superior of the community, Moreau established a premiere school in Le 

Mans, the property of which also served as the headquarters for the Congregation of Holy Cross. 

He sent missionaries as educators and parish workers and pastoral ministers to various locations 

in France and to several other countries, including the United States. 

 

Moreau came to expect opposition from outside and even inside the community. He decided to 

resign his position in 1866. For the remainder of his life, the men of Holy Cross pay little attention 
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Moreau tells the members of Holy Cross and their colleagues that they 

contribute to “preparing the world for better times than ours.” This is what 

Holy Cross seeks to do through parishes, schools, and other ministries.  

How is that done?  Conform ourselves to Jesus Christ. Moreau does not 

tell us to be like Christ, he challenges us much more; he calls us to be 

Christ. He says: “You must become identified with your Model, not only 

becoming a faithful copy, but in some way becoming another 

Christ” (Sermons). Father Moreau gives us four means. 

 

First, providence. Refers to God’s constant presence and loving activity. On a practical level this is 

faith. Do we believe that God is a part of our daily life? Do we believe that God is discoverable in our 

world? Do we believe that God cares for and loves this world? What moments in your life could you 

describe as ‘providential,’ as times when God was at work? 

 

Second, mission. We are called to use our gifts in some way for the common good. Mission is 

putting our faith into action with zeal; that is, the “burning desire which one feels to make God 

known, loved and served” (Christian Education). Zeal is an urgency to do something to make the 

world a better place.  

 

Third, community/family. We do not continue the mission alone. For Blessed Moreau this among 

the most powerful means we have for preparing the world for better times. He tells us: “Union is a 

powerful lever with which we can move, direct, and make holy the whole world” (Letters). Our efforts 

to be united are, in themselves, part of the mission to create a better world. 

 

Fourth, hope in the cross. Basile Moreau calls us to root our hope firmly in the cross as part of our 

conformity to Christ. This can be understood only in faith by which we see the seeds of resurrection 

and new life in the cross. Moreau instructs us: “Do not forget that Christianity is above all a practical 

religion. Rejoice in the splendors of Mount Tabor, but do not run away from the sufferings of Mount 

Calvary” (Etrennes). 

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM BASILE MOREAU?  

to him. He gives parish retreats and missions. The property of Holy Cross in France was sold. 

 

On January 1, 1873 he was assisting at a nearby parish and had severe stomach pains during Mass.  

He was taken back to Le Mans, his condition worsened, and he died on January 20, 1873. His 

funeral was held in the house of the Holy Cross Sisters. In addition to the Sisters, many diocesan 

officials and friends attended his funeral. Only four men of Holy Cross were present. It is not until 

1945 that he is officially recognized as the true founder of the community.  Father Moreau was 

beatified, in Le Mans, France, on September 15, 2007. It was the first to be held in France; previous 

beatifications, like canonizations, had been held in Rome. His feast is celebrated on January 20. 



EXCERPTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF BLESSED BASILE MOREAU  

 “Jesus Christ must be formed us.  In this way 
we become other Christs and his life becomes 
visible through our lives.” (Meditations) 
 
“The requirements for spiritual progress: to 
reform what has been deformed by sin; to 
conform our lives thus reformed to that of 
Jesus Christ; to confirm ourselves in that 
conformity; to transform ourselves into the 
divine model.” (Meditations) 
 
“What must we do to become perfect?  Follow 
Jesus Christ, that is to say, imitate him; that is 
the commitment we made in 
baptism...following Jesus is the consequence 
of this sacrament of faith; it is the holy and 
irrevocable law of our vocation to 
Christianity.” (Sermons) 
“In whatever interior dispositions you may be 
and in whatever life situation you may find 
yourself, look at your Model and apply yourself 
to imitating him; be assured that in doing so 
you will be perfect and you will have a sure 
guarantee of your salvation.” (Sermons) 
 
“Our life does not belong to us, but to God who 
wishes that we live for God’s glory and 
works.” (Letters) 
 
“The important point for us is to accept 
everything with equal conformity to the will of 
God.” (Letters) 
 
“We are committed by our Christian vocation 
to extend the reign of Jesus Christ in the 
hearts of all people.” (Exercises) 
 
“Let us continue to pray, for it is only on this 
condition that God will grant the graces which 
the modern world needs so sorely.” (Letters) 
“The spirit of prayer is a sort of gravitation 
toward God by frequent aspirations, by the 
loving practice of the presence of God, and by 
the habitual renewal of purity of intention in all 
one's conduct.” (Rules) 
 
“We who are disciples of a God who died for 
the salvation of all do not realize all the good 

we could do for others through union with 
Jesus Christ.” (Letters) 
 
“Our Lord recommended nothing so much to 
his disciples as mutual charity which all must 
endeavor to practice in all things, and 
everywhere, as the second and greatest of his 
commandments after that of the love of 
God.” (Rules) 
 
“God’s protection has been in proportion to 
our trials.” (Letters) 
 
“ In following Jesus we are sure of reaching 
heaven.  To follow him, however, it is 
necessary to deny ourselves and carry the 
cross.  If we carry our cross after Jesus we 
will live.  Life is in the cross and no place else.  
But we must not only take up the cross, we 
must carry it with courage.  If we drag it after 
us, if we abandon it after having taken it up, if 
we trample it under foot, it will not save us.  
Let us follow the path that Jesus has walked 
for us and we will arrive at a happy 
eternity.” (Conference) 
 
“To follow the cross is to walk to 
glory.” (Poetry) 
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