
Welcome to the Parish of 
Saint John the Evangelist & Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

White Plains, NY 

January 8, 2023 



Church of Saint John the Evangelist 
& Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

 

~ Parish Information ~ 
 

Office Hours at SJE Rectory:  
Tues.-Fri. 9:00 am - 2:00 pm (Closed Monday) 

 
 

Mailing Address - please use SJE  
SJE: 148 Hamilton Ave., White Plains, NY  10601 

OLMC: 92 South Lexington Ave., White Plains, NY  10606  
 

(914) 949-0439     www.sjeolmc.org     (914) 948-5909 
Parish Email: info@sjeolmc.org  

 

Father Domingo Pon-an Arnaiz M.H.M., Administrator 
Father Richard Njoroge, M.H.M., Parochial Vicar 

Father Thomas C. Joseph, Hospital Chaplain  

Visiting Priests 
Father Christian Göbel 
Father Patrick McCahill 
Father Bob O’Neil, M.H.M. 
Father Romane St. Vil, M.M. 
 

Office Staff 
Andrea Caridi, Parish Manager 
Cesar Ceballos, Parish Secretary 
JoAnn Douglass, Admin. Assistant 
 

Music Director 
David Graf 
 

Parish Cemetery 
Mount Calvary Cemetery 
Mr. Daniel Murray, Director 
575 Hillside Avenue,  
White Plains, NY 10603 
(914) 949-0671  
 

Religious Education 
Fr. Richard Njoroge, Director 
Phone: (914) 437-5144 
Email: religioused@sjeolmc.org 
 

JoAnn Douglass, Assistant 
Sr. Donna Kelly, Assistant 
 

R.E. Office is located in  
SJE School basement.  
 

R.E. Office Hours 
By appointment 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays: 
3:30 pm OLMC 
4:30 to 5:15 pm SJE 
6:15 to 6:45 pm SJE 

Mondays:  
11:30 am OLMC 
Or anytime by appointment  
at SJE rectory 
 

Marriage 
At least six months notice 
 

Care of Creation 
Sr. Maco, Coordinator 
Phone: (914) 358-9432 
 

Parish Trustees 
David Bilesky 
John FitzSimmons 
 

Baptism 
2nd Saturday of the month 
- 1:00 pm at OLMC  
 

4th Saturday of the month 
- 1:00 pm at SJE  
 

Baptism Instruction 
1st Monday of the month 
Class is required for parents 
& God parents. Parents 
should register in advance. 
 

Devotions 
Miraculous Medal -  
Monday after 12:10 pm Mass 
OLMC 
 

St. Anthony Mary Claret  
& St. Anthony Padua -  
Tuesday after 12:10 pm  
Communion Service OLMC 
 

Five Wounds of Our Lord  
& St. Gaspar Bertoni -  
Friday after 12:10 pm Mass 
OLMC 
 

First Friday -  
Mass 12:10 pm OLMC 
Followed by Holy Hour OLMC 
and 
Mass 5:30 pm SJE 
Adoration after Mass until 
9:00 pm SJE 
 

First Saturday -  
Mass 12:00 pm SJE 
 

Rosary - 
Saturday at 3:30 pm OLMC 
Saturday at 5:00 pm SJE 
 

Bingo 
Is held Monday nights in the 
Church Hall at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church.  
Bingo Hall and Kitchen open 
at 5:00 pm, Games begin at 
7:20 pm. All are welcome! 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
3rd Saturday of each month 
at 4:00 pm OLMC Vigil Mass 
and 5:30 pm SJE Vigil Mass  

Church Support  
 

Thank you very much for your continued  
love & support for the parish. We are  

especially grateful to those who “make up” 
 for their Sundays away from the parish.  

 

Muchas gracias por su continuo amor y apoyo  
a la parroquia. Estamos muy agradecidos  
con aquellos que “retribuyeron” por sus  

Domingos fuera de la parroquia. 

 
 

Sunday Collection & Christmas Gift  
12-25-22: $ 21,718 

We Share Online Donations: $ 1,673 
Christmas Gift 12-25-21: $ 19,799 

Sunday Collection & WeShare 12-26-21: $ 7,600 
 

Sunday Collection & Solemnity of Mary 
1-1-23: $ 9,127 

We Share Online Donations: $ 3,285 
Sunday Collection & WeShare 1-2-22: $ 15,402 

 Solemnity of Mary 1-1-22: $ 2,364 

This weekend we will have a 2nd collection for  
Catholic Communications & The Catholic University. 

 

Next weekend we will have a 2nd collection 
for the Maintenance & Utilities of our Churches.  

 

Thank You for your Generosity! 

BINGO RESUMES MONDAY 1/9 
Bingo is held Monday nights in the Church Hall 

at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.  
 

Bingo Hall and Kitchen  
open at 5:00 pm,  

Games begin at 7:20 pm.  
 

Come support the 
Parish’s biggest fundraiser. 

All are welcome! 



Masses for the Week of January 7th - 15th 
~ Church of Saint John the Evangelist and Our Lady of Mount Carmel ~ 

 
 
 
 

 
 Weekend Masses 

 

Saturday Vigil: 
4:00 pm OLMC 

5:30 pm SJE 
7:00 pm (Spanish) SJE 

 

Sunday:  
8:00 am SJE 

9:00 am OLMC 
11:00 am SJE 

12:30 pm (Spanish) SJE 
5:00 pm OLMC 

6:30 pm (Haitian) OLMC 
 

Weekday Masses 
 

Mon. -  Fri. 7:30 am SJE 
    Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri. 

      12:10 pm OLMC 
First Friday: 5:30 pm SJE 

First Saturday: 12:00 pm SJE 
 

Communion Service 
Tues. OLMC 12:10 pm 

 
Holyday Vigil 

 

5:30 pm OLMC 
 

Holyday 
 

7:30 am SJE,  
12:10 pm OLMC,  

5:30 pm SJE, 
7:00 pm Spanish  SJE 

 
Mass for the 

Hearing Impaired 
 

4th Sunday of each month  
at 11:30 am OLMC 
(not in July & Aug.) 

 
Italian Mass 

 

Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday 
and Christmas Day  
at 11:00 am OLMC 

Saturday, 1/7 - St. Raymond of Peñaford, Priest 
12:00 pm OLMC For the Intentions of Rachel Benros - by Carolina Benros 

 4:00 pm  OLMC Domenico Gangemi - by Maria Cantatore  

 5:30 pm SJE No Intention 
 7:00 pm  SJE Gerardo Hernandez - by Federico Hernandez 

Sunday, 1/8 - The Epiphany of the Lord 
 8:00 am SJE John Troy (5th Anniversary) - by Frances & Martin McCarthy  

 9:00 am OLMC James McKevitt and Joseph & Eufemia Alonge - by Angie McKevitt 

11:00 am SJE Maria & Joseph Pullano - by William Pullano  
12:30 pm SJE Lidia Laguna - by  Mary Ann Cassidy 

 5:00 pm OLMC Armando Cuccurullo & Vincenzo Villani - by  Maria Cuccurullo 

 6:30 pm OLMC (Haitian Mass) 
Monday, 1/9 - The Baptism of the Lord  
 7:30 am SJE For the Intentions of Rachel & Rebecca Benros - by Carolina B. 

12:10 pm OLMC    Critelli Family - by The Critelli Family  
Tuesday, 1/10   
 7:30 am SJE For the Intentions of Rachel & Rebecca Benros - by Carolina B 

12:10 pm  OLMC (Communion Service)  
Wednesday, 1/11  
 7:30 am SJE Souls in Purgatory - by Carolina B 
12:10 pm OLMC Domenico Gangemi - by Nella & Vincenzo Clarizio 

Thursday, 1/12 - St. Marguerite Bourgeoys 
 7:30 am SJE Souls in Purgatory - by Carolina B 

12:10 pm OLMC Domenico Gangemi - by Rosa & Raffaele Fascilla 

Friday, 1/13 - St. Hilary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
  7:30 am SJE Loretta Sepe - by Ralph Mariconda & Maria Romano 

12:10 pm OLMC Elleen M. Gratzer - by Ann Marie Stilger 

Saturday, 1/14  
 4:00 pm  OLMC Josephine Confalone - by Rose Toglia 

 5:30 pm SJE No Intention 
 7:00 pm  SJE Guillermina Rios Cortezano - by Daughters  

Sunday, 1/15 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 8:00 am SJE No Intention 

 9:00 am OLMC Serafina Schiavonne - by Filomena 

11:00 am SJE Josephine Paradio & Delia Vargas - by Tina Bilesky 
12:30 pm SJE Dolores Rodriguez (5th Anniv.) - by  Cecilia Ruiz 

 5:00 pm OLMC Jack Canino - by Sandy Scavone  

 6:30 pm OLMC (Haitian Mass) 
 
Pray for the Sick - Frank Pennimpede, Jane Ciaramella and Catherine Censullo 
 

Rest in Peace - Antoinette Cucciarre and Rosaline Olumhense 



They Fell down and Worshiped Jesus 
If Jesus truly is who he claims to be, the 
eternal Son of God and Savior of the world, 
then why is he not recognized by everyone 
who hears his word and sees his works? 
John the Evangelist states that when Jesus 
came into the world the world knew him not 
and his own people received him not (John 
1:10-11). Jesus was born in obscurity. Only 
the lowly shepherds recognized him at his 
birth. Some wise men also found their way 
to Bethlehem to pay homage to the new-
born King of Israel. These men were not 
Israelites, but foreigners. They likely had 

read and discussed the Messianic prophecies and were anxious to see when this Messianic King would ap-
pear. God led them by means of an extraordinary star across the desert to the little town of Bethlehem 
where Jesus was born. 
 
John Chrysostom (347-407), in his homily on this passage from Matthew 2, explains the significance of  
the star of Bethlehem: 
 

"Note how fitting was the order of events: the wise men saw the star, were received by the 
Jews and their king; they heard prophecy to explain what had appeared; the angel instructed 
them; and then they journeyed from Jerusalem to Bethlehem by the guidance of the star. From 
all this we learn that this was not an ordinary star, for no other star has this capacity to guide, 
not merely to move but to beckon, to "go before them," drawing and guiding them along their 
way. The star remained after bringing them to the place, in order that the child might also be 
seen. For there is nothing conspicuous about the place. The inn was ordinary. The mother was 
not celebrated or notable. The star was needed to manifest and illumine the lowly place, until 
they had reached their destination at the manger."   [The Gospel of Matthew, Homily 7:3] 

 
In their thirst for knowledge of God, the wise men from the East willingly left everything, their home and 
country, in pursuit of that quest. In their diligent search they were led to the source of true knowledge -  
to Jesus Christ, the Light and Wisdom of God. When they found the newborn King they humbly worshiped  
him and gave him gifts fitting for a king. 
 
The Lord of the universe who revealed the star of Bethlehem to the Gentiles of the East so they could come 
and worship Jesus, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) and King of Kings (Revelations 19:16), gives each one 
of us the same light of revelation to recognize and accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Faith is an entirely 
free gift that God makes to us. It is through the help of the Holy Spirit, who moves the heart and opens the 
eyes of the mind, that we are able to understand, accept, and believe the truth which God has revealed to 
us through his Son, Jesus Christ. In faith, the human will and intellect cooperate with grace. "Believing is an 
act of the intellect assenting to the divine truth by command of the will 
moved by God through grace" (Thomas Aquinas). 
 
To know and to encounter Jesus Christ is to know God personally. 
In the encounter of the wise men with Jesus we see the plan of  
God to give his only Son as King and Savior, not just for the  
Jewish people but for all the nations as well. The Lord Jesus came  
that both Jew and Gentile might find true and lasting peace with  
God. Let us pray today that Jew and Gentile alike will find the  
Lord and Savior on their journey of life. Do you bring the light  
of Jesus Christ to those you meet through the witness of your  
life and testimony? 

 



La Epifanía del Señor  
 

 
Dónde está  
el rey de los 
 judíos que  

acaba de nacer?  
 

Porque vimos 
surgir su estrella 

y venimos a  
adorarlo” 

 
 

 
Hoy celebramos la “Epifanía” del Señor. Significa esta  
palabra  griega: “manifestación de Dios”. En efecto,  
de manera misteriosa Dios se manifiesta a tres reyes, 
los cuales llegan a Belén para adorar al Rey de reyes, 
Jesucristo. El viaje no fue fácil. El inicio tampoco.  
Debían haber tenido una gran fe y también mucha 
humildad. Ellos eran también reyes, pero buscaban          
a un “Rey” que era mucho más que ellos. Esta               
supremacía del recién-nacido “Rey” deben haberla  
conocido por revelación divina. Deben haber sabido 
que el Reino de este Rey que nacía era mucho más 
importante y grande que sus respectivos reinos. De 
otra manera ¿cómo podrían estarlo buscando con          
tanto ahínco? Y lo buscaban, no para un simple saludo 
o sólo para brindarle presentes, sino para adorarlo. 
Esta visita pomposa en la cueva de Belén, nos indica 
que Dios se revela a todos: ricos y pobres, poderosos y 
humildes, judíos y no judíos. Está de nuestra parte   
responder a la revelación que Dios nos hace. 
Los Reyes supieron buscarlo y lo encontraron.  
Respondieron con prontitud, obediencia, humildad y 
diligencia. 
 

No les importó que fuera Rey de otro país. No les 
importó el viaje largo y molesto que les tocó hacer.     
No les importó que la estrella se les desapareciera  
por un tiempo. No les importó encontrar a ese “Rey de   
reyes” en el mayor anonimato y en medio de una      
rigurosa pobreza. Ellos sabían que ése era el “Rey”  
que venían a adorar. Solo eso importaba. 
Nos dice Isaías y nos dice el Evangelio que los Tres 
Reyes ofrecieron regalos al Rey de reyes: oro, que  
representa nuestro amor de entrega al Señor; incienso, 
que simboliza nuestra constante oración que se eleva 
al cielo, y mirra, que significa la aceptación paciente de 
trabajos, sufrimientos y dificultades de nuestra vida en 
Dios. 
 

Como a los Tres Reyes, Dios nos llama, nos inspira 
para que le busquemos, se revela a nosotros en  
Jesucristo. Y nuestra respuesta no puede ser otra 
que la de los Reyes: buscarlo, seguir su camino  
-sin importar dificultades y obstáculos- postrarnos  
y adorarlo, ofreciéndole también nuestros  
presentes: nuestra entrega a El, nuestra oración  
y nuestros trabajos. 

“CAER DE RODILLAS” 
Por Pedro Juan Díaz 

1.- A los que solemos leer la Biblia con asiduidad 
nos pasa que hay pasajes de esos que casi te sa-
bes de memoria, que has leído o escuchado una y 
mil veces. Pero de repente, un día, hay algo que te 
llama la atención, que nunca habías caído en la 
cuenta de ello y sin embargo te sorprende… y eso 
me ha pasado hoy en el Evangelio. Y sobre ello 
quiero llamar tu atención en este día de la fiesta  
de los Reyes Magos. 
 

2.- Cuenta el Evangelio que aquellos sabios de    
Oriente llegaron hasta donde estaba el Niño, y 
“cayeron de rodillas” ante él. No dice que se          
arrodillaron, sino que cayeron, literalmente. Es algo 
que en la vida de los seres humanos pasa muy  
pocas veces. ¿Cuándo te has caído de rodillas?  
 

3.- ¿Y por qué hacerlo? Porque cuando aquellos   
hombres se levantaron ya no eran los mismos.       
Arrodillarse puede parecer un gesto servil, pero en 
ocasiones es un gesto de humildad. Implica bajarse 
del podio al que nos subimos constantemente, 
creyéndonos los mejores, los más sabios, los más 
hermosos, los más perfectos. De rodillas pides  
compasión, ayuda, clemencia, comprensión,  
misericordia. Y levantarse es poder de nuevo estar 
de pie habiendo pasado por la experiencia de la  
pequeñez. Además, ponerse de rodillas ante aquel  
niño era dejar paso en la propia vida a la ternura, a 
la grandeza que está no en saber más, ni ser más 
fuerte, sino la de ser humano, y por eso,  
profundamente imagen de Dios. 



Saint of the Week 

 

January  – 12 St. Marguerite Bourgeoys 
 
Marguerite had survived  
many threats in the twenty-six 
years she had been in the  
wilderness  of Canada.  
She had lived through  
Iroquois attacks, a fire that 
destroyed her small village, 
plagues on the ships that she 
took back and forth to France, 
but nothing threatened her 
dreams and hopes more than 

what her own bishop said to her in 1679. He told her 
that she had to join her Congregation of Notre Dame 
with its teaching sisters to a cloistered religious order of 
Ursulines. This was not the first time she'd heard this 
command. Whether from  a misplaced desire to protect 
her Sisters or from discomfort in dealing with an active 
religious order of women, bishops had long wanted to  
fit her into the usual mold of cloistered orders. But  
Marguerite had overcome many challenges to get to 
this day and was not deterred. In her own native 
France, she had belonged to a sodality of women who 
cared for the sick. The stories of hardships and dangers 
in Montreal that made other people shiver had  
awakened a call from God in her to serve the Native 
Americans and settlers who endured this adversity. 
She met with the governor of what was then called Ville 
Marie and convinced him she was the person he was 
looking for to help start a school for the children of 
Montreal. When she arrived in Ville Marie, as it was 
called then, she found that few children survived to 
school age. She helped the remarkable Jeanne Mance, 
who ran the    hospital, to change this tragedy. When 
she finally had children to teach, she had to set to up 
school in a stable. So she was not ready to surrender to 
the bishop. There was too much at stake. She reminded 
him that the Ursulines because they were cloistered 
could not go out and teach, as her Sisters had done. 
The poor and uneducated would not and could not 
travel to a Quebec cloister over miles of frontier at the 
risk of their lives. But her Sisters were more than willing 
to live in huts in order to fulfill their call from God. She 
had set up schools  all over the territory, not just for  
children. When the king, in well-meaning ignorance,  
had sent untrained orphans over to be colonists she 
had set up a school for the women to teach them how to 
survive and thrive in Canada. How could they do the 
work for God that they had done so well in a cloister? 
The bishop replied, "I cannot doubt, Mother Bourgeoys, 
that you will succeed in moving heaven and earth as 
you have moved me!" The Congregation remained an 
active teaching order, one of the very first of its kind for 
women. Their rule had to go through one more attempt 
at turning them into a cloister but Marguerite lived to 
see the triumph when their Rule was made official in 
1698. She was canonized in 1982 by Pope John Paul II. 



Pope Benedict XVI 
April 16, 1927 - December 31, 2022  

On April 18, 2005, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
was elected the 264th successor of Saint Peter 
and chose the name Benedict XVI. His papacy 
testifies to both a scholarly churchman, having 
extensively studied theology and philosophy, 
and pastoral sensitivity. When elected pope at 
age 78, he didn't anticipate traveling the 
globe given his age and health, but quickly  
realized that the best way to reach the people  
of God was to go to them. He attended the 
first World Youth Day in Germany just months 
after his election. On February 28, 2013,  
Pope Benedict announced his resignation,  
becoming the first pope in almost 600 years  
to resign from the papacy. Pope Emeritus  
Benedict XVI passed away on December 31, 
2022 at the age of 95. 

 



HH HHFFHHawthorneawthorne  FFuneraluneral  HHomeome
Conveniently located on the Taconic State Parkway

21 West Stevens Avenue • Hawthorne, NY 10532
(914) 769-4404 • www.HawthorneFuneralHome.com

Ernest J. Carpentieri • Douglas A. Daniels, Directors

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John the Evangelist/Our Lady of Mount Carmel, White Plains   03-1175

Family Owned and Operated “Areas Largest and Most
Since 1942 Renowned Funeral Home”

Marie F. McMahon, President 491 Mamaroneck Ave.
Timothy W. Buckley, Licensed Manager White Plains, NY(914) 949-7777 • www.McMahonFuneralHome.com

SANDRA SCAVONE
REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON

M: 914-403-6468
O: 914-328-8400 ext. 302
sscavone@houlihanlawrence.com
sandrascavone.houlihanlawrence.com
Parishioner of SJE & OLMC and realtor in White Plains for over 30 years.

237 Mamaroneck Ave,
White Plains, NY 10605

YMCA of Central & 
Northern Westchester 

Childcare

Early Childhood Learning 
School-Age Childcare 

White Plains

visit our website 
for more 

information. 
ymca-cnw.org

870 Mamaroneck Ave.  
White Plains

914-949-4100
gedneyfarmsnursery@gmail.com

www.gedneyfarmsnursery.com

Commercial and Residential Real Estate Transactions
Commercial and Residential Leasing

Corporate, LLC and Business Law
Trust, Estate and Probate Matters • Civil Litigation

ROSE A. ROSSI
180 SOUTH BROADWAY • SUITE 200 • WHITE PLAINS

914-358-9755 • ROSEROSSILAW@GMAIL.COM

Miriam Mendez, Parishioner
Licensed in NY & CT
(860) 799-4336
370 Danbury Rd, Ste B, New Milford, CT
myagentmendez.com • miriam@myagentmendez.com

Open Mon-Sat
24/7 Good Neighbor

Support

LCLAA ES EL CONSEJO SINDICAL PARA EL 
AVANCE DEL TRABAJADOR LATINOAMERICANO 

ES LA ORGANIZACION LIDER PARA LOS  
TRABAJADORES LATINOS

JOIN US! 347-245-9688  UNETE A NOSOTROS!

EMPOWERED WOMEN, EMPOWER WOMEN! MUJERES EMPODERADAS, EMPODERADAS MUJERES
WOMEN UNITED OF WESTCHESTER SOCIAL CLUB - JOIN US! UNETE A NOSOTROS! JOIN US! UNETE!!!!

KINDLY FOLLOW US ON FB • TEL: 914-603-7750 • womenunitedw@gmail.com

914-752-4611
102 W. Post Road, White Plains

Dine-in, takeout, delivery
Full Italian Cuisine Menu

pizzacucina102@gmail.com
pizzacucinawp.com

SUN-THU 11AM-10PM • FRI & SAT 11AM-11PM

Serving the 
Community with 

the Highest Quality 
in Auto Body & 

Collision Repairs 
since 1993

914-993-0768 | www.consumerautobody.biz
100 S Kensico Ave, White Plains, NY 10601

Dr. Minerva Patel DDS 

914-683-9389
95 Church Street, Suite 308

White Plains, NY 10601
westchesterpediatricdentistry@gmail.com


