
ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST R.C. 

Parish Mission Statement: We are a family-centered Catholic Christian faith community journeying together toward a deeper 
relationship with Jesus Christ our Savior. We do this through: worship and prayer, reflection on the work of God and Wisdom of 
the church, and fellowship and service towards others. 
 

We are called to a hopeful vision of our parish community based on Evangelization, Outreach, and Youth Ministry. We welcome 
everyone into our family community who is moved to join us on our journey of modeling Christ’s love.  

Ministries 
 

Altar Servers: Fr. Marcin Michalowski--------------850-0652 

Bible Study 
 Scott Branco (Men)--------------------------------------684-8282 
 Lorraine Fleming (Women)----------------------------813-0152 

Columbiettes: Laura Bigos -----------------------551-206-9874 

CYO Basketball: Jessica Jackson ---------------------850-1838 

Elizabeth Ministry: Angel Nowak --------------------813-0663 

Eucharistic Ministers: Joanne Lee--------------908-619-3835 

Food Pantry: Matthew Corry -------------------------850-9394 

Fund Raising: Kim Dunn-------------------------908-887-3100 

Heath Village: Rick Gebbia ----------------------------979-9909 

Knights of Columbus: Mike Lennon-----------------852-9362 

Lectors: Joanne Lee--------------------------------908-619-3835  

Music 
 Melissa Heike --------------------------------------201-874-2503 
 Kristen O’Shea -------------------------------------------850-0652 

Supermarket Cert.: Mary Hanifin --------------------813-1434 

Local Youth Protection / Safe Environment  
Coordinator: Sue Caracciolo --------------------------850-0652 

Mass Schedule 
 

Daily Mass 
At OLM only 9:30 am 
 

Weekend 
Saturday : 5:30 pm 
Sunday: 9:00 am 
 

Holyday 
8:45 am & 7:00 pm 
 

Heath Village 
Temporarily Discontinued 
Second Sunday: 10:45 am, 
Health Care Center 
 

 

Registration: Every family 
should be registered. Forms are 
available at the parish office or 
you can find them on the table 
in the Gathering Space of the 
Church or www.stmarksnj.org 

Parish Office Phone: 908-850-0652          Fax: 908-850-0648          In case of emergency - priest for sick: 201-841-4952 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Marcin Michalowski 
Pastor   
frmarcin@comcast.net  
  

Rev. Joemin Parinas 
Parochial Vicar 
frjkcp@gmail.com 
 

Tom Gibbons, Deacon 
 

Bob Head, Deacon 
 

Jim Jones, Deacon 
 

Susan Reilly 
Director of Religious Education  
sue.stm@comcast.net  
 

Mary Monteverde 
Parish Secretary    
mary.stm@comcast.net 
 

Joanne Solecki 
Parish Bookkeeper  
joanne.stm@comcast.net 

Devotions at OLM Church 
 

1st Saturday: 9:00 am - Confession; 9:30 am - Rosary; 10:00 am - Holy Mass  
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Confession: At 7:00 - 8:00 pm,  
first Monday of the month.  
 

Divine Mercy Devotion: At 3:00 pm, first Friday of the month. 
 
 

Pastoral Care For The Sick: Please call Parish Office when a  
member of the family is in the hospital needing a visit or is  
seriously ill and needing the Sacrament of the Sick.   
 

Baptism: Celebrated on Sundays at 10:00 am, 12:00 pm or  
during any Mass. Please call the parish office to make  
arrangements. 
 

Marriage: The preparation process for your wedding  
should begin as soon as you become engaged. Preparation  
process should begin at least one year before the desired  
date of your wedding.   
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Private confessions are  
celebrated on Saturday at 5:00 pm, Sunday before 9:00 am  
mass, or by appointment. 
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We’re on the web: 
www.stmarksnj.org 



Teach me your ways, O Lord 

 

January 24, 2021 ~ Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

 

 
 

                    

Saturday,	January	23	

5:30	pm			For	William	Doremus	by June Sulovski 

		

Sunday,	January	24	

9:00	am			For	Frances	LaBonte	by Clark Family 

                   	

Saturday,	January	30	

5:30	pm			For	Richard	Nyman	by Fania Family	

																		 

Sunday,	January	31	

9:00	am			For	Joan	Sodano	by Solecki Family 

																			For	Marilyn	Uccardi	by Hughes Family 

 

 

																			 

 
MASS CARDS… 

Mass cards are available in the parish office.  Remember that giving a 

mass intention is not only for a deceased person.  A mass intention 

can be for a special occasion such as an anniversary or birthday. 

Donation is $15. 

 

For the Month of January 
Sanctuary Lamp:   In loving memory of Vito and Marie Benardone and 

Aeneas and Genevieve Corry by Corry/Benardone family   

 

Mass Candles:    

 

Altar Breads & Wine:   

 

 

LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 

 

 

Saturday, Jan. 23 5:30 pm     Al Escudero 

Sunday, Jan., 24 9:00 am       Tom Hanifin 

 

Saturday, Jan., 30 5:30 pm      Joanne Lee 

Sunday, Jan. 31 9:00 am      Tony Cretella 

 

 

 
 

 

 

WEEKLY	COLLECTION	

	 	

January	17,	2021:	$742 

 

 St. Mark’s Faith Direct 

  Church Code is NJ484 

 

Supermarket Gift Cards 

Sales: $1,050 
Profit: $52.50 
YTD Profit: $210 
# families: 6 

SHOPRITE and WEIS Gift Cards 
are sold after all weekend 
masses and in the parish office 
during the week. 

 

You can now text your gift to St. Mark’s. We’ve made it easier than ever 

to make a gift with our new text-to-give option.  To securely make a gift 

to St. Mark’s, text a dollar amount to 908-857-4699 and click the link 

that pops up seconds later.  Enter your credit card information, email, 

name and address and complete the process.  St. Mark’s has now been 

blessed with your gift. 

 

If you attend Mass at either Our Lady of the Mountain or St. Luke’s you 

can drop your St. Mark’s envelope in the collection basket and it will be 

credited as your donation to St. Mark’s.  

If you do not have a St. Mark’s parish envelope you can put your 

donation in a plain envelope with your name and “For St. Mark’s” 

 

FAITH DIRECT… 

This new year is filled with hope and promise-opportunities abound to 

grow our vital ministries, explore new ways to share the good news of 

Christ’s love, and reflect His care and mercy to those in need throughout 

the community.  To continue to make a difference in 2021, St. Mark’s is 

reaching out to our parishioners.  Begin the new year with eGiving to 

help sustain and build ministries throughout 2021 that reflect the 

promise of God’s love.  The need is great in our community, and your 

generous online gifts will help people all around us.  We prayerfully 

request that you consider signing up for eGiving from your computer, 

smartphone or tablet.  You can set up a recurring donation or make a 

one-time gift.  Sign up today by visiting faith.direct/NJ484. Thank you 

for your continued support of our parish family. 

God Bless You, Fr. Marcin 

 

All- powerful and ever-living God the la sting health of all who 

believe in you, hear us as we ask your loving help for the sick; restore 

their health, that they may again offer joyful thanks in your church. 

 

Richard Alvarez, Tony Atkins, James Barone,    Bob & Jeff Cheripka, 

Louise Chiusano, Daria Cremonini, Brittany Cicchino, Carol 

DeAlvandres, Hugh Divine, Trisha Drechsel.  Ann Geary, Sue Geary,  

Heidi L., Daniel Huntz,  Vincent Lai, Mary McArdle, Denise Niessing, 

Girard Nolte, Jr., Georgette Petromelis, Rosemarie Picarelli, Christopher 

Popp, Tim Popp, John S,  Don & Joyce Schmitt,  George and Ann, 

Senftinger, Fredrick Senftinger, James Sillman, Special Intention, Josh 

Winnker, Christopher Zeliff 

 

 



The Conversion of Saint Paul the Apostle Feast Day January 25 

St. Paul the Apostle was 

the greatest of the early Christian 

missionaries. He first appears in the 

Acts of the Apostles under the name 

of Saul. Saul was raised in the Jewish 

faith as a Pharisee trained in the 

strict observance of God’s Law. He 

believed the Law should be obeyed 

by himself and all Jews. Saul was 

upset by the early Christian Church, 

believing that the early Christians had broken away from their Jewish 

traditions. He actively persecuted the Church in Jerusalem. As the first 

Christian martyr Stephen was being stoned to death, Saul watched the 

cloaks of the persecutors (Acts 7:58). 

Paul then traveled to Damascus to further persecute early 

Christians. On the road to Damascus Saul had an encounter with the 

Risen Jesus Christ (Acts of the Apostles 9:1–19, Galatians 1: 13–14). 

Jesus asked, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Paul replied, 

“Who are you, sir?” Jesus responded, “I am Jesus whom you are 

persecuting” (Acts 9: 4 – 5). Jesus then sent Saul into Damascus to wait 

for further instructions. Saul was shaken and blinded by the experience. 

When a Christian named Ananias came and baptized Saul, his blindness 

went away. As a result of this encounter Saul became a follower of 

Christ. He was now convinced that fellowship with the risen Jesus 

Christ, not the observance of the Law, was all that was needed to 

receive God’s promise of salvation. (Galatians 1:11–12; 3:1–5) 

Saul, whose name now became Paul, went to Jerusalem to 

consult with Peter (Galatians 1: 18). After his first missionary journeys, 

Paul was called by Jesus to proclaim the Gospel to the Gentiles. He 

spent the rest of his life journeying on his missions, establishing local 

churches, and writing to them when he heard of their accomplishments 

and failures. Paul’s letters are the earliest records of the life and history 

of the early Church. As inspired by the Holy Spirit Paul’s letters are part 

of the Canon of the New Testament. As a record of the happenings in 

the early Church they are in invaluable record of the expansion of the 

Christianity. 

The Moral Life: 

What does it mean to live a Christian moral life? Paul thought deeply 

about this question. He was raised as a faithful Jew. As we have seen 

Paul, was raised to believe that following the strict moral code of the 

Jewish faith was the way to salvation. Paul believed “… the law is holy, 

and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.” (Romans 7:12.) 

What Paul realized, however, that because we are weakened by the sin 

of Adam and Eve, it was impossible to us to reconnect in our 

relationship with God through our efforts alone (Romans 7:14). 

After his experience with Jesus Christ, Paul realized that he was not 

alone on the road to salvation. Jesus Christ has already accomplished 

salvation for us. In faith and Baptism, Christians receive the grace of the 

Holy Spirit, who is our constant guide. The Holy Spirit helps us to live in 

relationship with God and others. 

 

Paul’s conversion teaches us 

that when Jesus come to us, He 

doesn’t come alone. He comes 

with His angels, saints, priests, 

and bishops. He comes with 

Mary, the sacraments, doctrine, 

and devotions. He comes with 

the Church because he and the 

Church are one. And when we 

go to the Lord we don’t go alone 

either. We go as members of a 

Church into whose mystical 

body we were baptized. Thus St. 

Paul heard from God Himself, 

and thus we believe today. 

“St. Paul, we ask your openness to conversion when we hear the Lord 

speak to us as He spoke to you. Assist us in responding with great faith 

to every invitation we receive to love the Lord more fully, to know Him 

more deeply, and to spread his word more broadly to those who need 

it.” 

 

From Fr. Jayke… 

My dear brothers and sisters, as Roman Catholics, we are 

known as followers of Jesus Christ and His cross. But I would say that 

following Jesus Christ is not an easy task because there will be many 

challenges to overcome and sacrifices to make. Actually, following the 

call of Jesus means putting our nets back into the sea even though we 

are tired and have no success. We need to sacrifice a lot of things, 

especially in matters that are very important in our lives.  

  However, come to think of it, the Lord chooses us not 

because we are special, not because we go to Mass or pray the rosary 

every day. Also, the Lord does not choose us because of the good things 

that we have done in our lives. The Lord chooses us not because of 

these things. If God has any reason at all as to why He chooses us, it is 

because we are weak and unworthy. That’s right, no one is worthy or 

ever will be worthy. But God in His goodness and love, calls us to lay 

down our lives so that others may live. With this, we might say with 

Saint Peter when Jesus asked him to follow Him, “Depart from me, Lord, 

for I am a sinful man” but Jesus will not abandon us.         

That is why my dear brothers and sisters, we are to trust in 

His mercy and strive to become Holy. We allow the image of Jesus Christ 

Crucified to be built up in us more and more each day through prayer 

and through sacrifice. We are committed to sacrificing everything and 

willing to perform that selfless love like what Jesus did on the cross for 

our salvation. We must learn to sacrifice so that we may attain this 

selfless love within us. We must not worry because God will always 

appreciate the sacrifices we make in life. Also, as we follow our Lord 

Jesus Christ, we are committed to carrying the cross. I know that there 

are some of us who are afraid of the cross, but we must not worry 

because the cross is not our danger; the cross is our salvation. We do 

not run away from the cross; rather we run away from sin. Also, we do 

not run away from Jesus Christ, but we must run away from the evil 

one. That is why let us always remember that the cross is meaningless 

without Christ and Christ meaningless without the cross. Christ needs 



the cross to suffer for us. There can be no salvation without the cross 

and there can be no salvation without Christ. Therefore, we must 

always keep in mind that the reason why we always celebrate the Mass 

is because of one very important person, and that person is no other 

than Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

The Knights of Columbus is the largest, Catholic, fraternal, family service 

organization in the world!!! We are Catholic men of faith and men of 

charitable action and are considered the “right arm of the Catholic 

Church”.  Our four principles are: Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 

Patriotism.  Join us as we assist our Pastors and Parishes in ways toward 

“Building the Domestic Catholic Church”.  

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Reflection for the Week 

If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  Then you will 

know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

John 8:32 

The Knights of Columbus, Long Valley Council 10419 welcomes all 

Catholic Men age 18 and older.  We are an active council and have a lot 

to offer – Become a Knight! 

www.lvkofc.org  

  

COLUMBIETTE PJ AND BOOK COLLECTION… 

The Long Valley Columbiettes will be collecting PJs and Books on the 

weekend of January 16th/17th and 23th/24th.  Newborn to teen size PJs 

and new books will be donated to the Pajama Program which gives new 

pajamas and new books to children all across the country in support 

of their right to a loving bedtime and good night.  A box will be 

provided in the gathering space for these donations.   

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

ST. LUKE CATHOLIC PRESCHOOL… 

We are currently accepting registrations for 2021-2022 school year.  

This is how families describe the St. Luke preschool program: 

“Impressive, Outstanding, Highly Recommended, Well Rounded”. Call 

to make an appointment to visit our school 908-876-3515, Ext. 41. 

Come see for yourself how we can give your child an excellent start on 

a successful school career!  Forms can be accessed on the St. Luke 

Website at www.stlukeparishlv.com.  Upon Registration, a $50 non-

refundable check is required to reserve your child’s enrollment. If you 

have questions, email us at preschool@stlukelv.org  

 

SUMMER CAMP…VILLA Walsh Academy will be holding their Summer 

Camp with two sessions offered:  Session 1: June 28-July 2, Session 2: 

July 12-July 16. Full & half day sessions available.  Sports, Art & Drama 

Grades 3-12. New this year:  Co-ed Volleyball for high school students 

and Evening Girls Basketball for High School students. For more 

information go to www.summercamp@villawalsh.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Jonah set out for Nineveh as God asked and told the people that their 

city would be destroyed in forty days. The people believed him and 

repented from their evil ways. God did not destroy their city, showing 

his mercy for those who see the evil of their ways and correct it. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Paul advises the Corinthians that their world is changing, so they should 

not take their daily trials too seriously. We should remember that the 

problems of everyday living will not last forever, but the eternal life God 

promises us will. 

 

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

Jesus observes Simon and Andrew where they are fishing and tells them 

to come with him and become “fishers of men.” They abandon their 

nets without hesitation to follow him. Next he calls James and his 

brother John, who also leave what they are doing and follow him 

without question. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HELP TO EARN MONEY FOR ST MARK’S WHILE YOU SHOP 

 Now You Have the Option to Order Gift Cards And Have Them Delivered 

to Your Home When You Join St Mark's ShopWithScrip Program and 

Purchase Them Through The RaiseRight App! 

 St Mark’s invites all families to join our new fundraising program 

ShopWithScrip. When you join you will be able to buy gift cards from 

your favorite brands to use for your daily purchases or to give to others 

as gifts. This program will enable families to raise money for St Mark’s 

by earning a rebate for each gift card purchased. Scrip gift cards are the 

same gift cards you purchase from the retailer and with hundreds of 

retailers participating, the earning potential is high. Redeem them in 

stores, online, or through other websites such as Rakuten, 

For example, if you purchase a Bath & Body Works gift card for $50, 12% 

or $6 goes directly to St Mark’s.  SIGN UP TODAY 

 Go to  https://www.shopwithscrip.com/   Join A Program  

For St Mark's Enrollment Code or questions please contact 

mariannek.stm@gmail.com. Shop Anytime, Anywhere - Download the 

free mobile app RaiseRight 

Shop gift cards right from your phone. Discover new earning bonuses, 

add brands to your Favorites for faster shopping, access purchased 

eCards, and manage your gift cards in one place: your Wallet. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In the Gospel today we see that Jesus 

begins his preaching by calling on people to 

repent. Jesus says:  Repent, and believe in the 

gospel. Repentance, as we know, means a 

change of mind. It means turning our minds 

again to God. Then Jesus calls Simon, Andrew, 

James and John. They had to change their minds about their present circumstances and about 

the meaning of life before they could answer Jesus’ call. The kingdom of God is at hand for each 

of us as, members of His one Body, we meet Christ as Redeemer in his Church.  

 

Jesus message was and still is simple: Repent and 

believe in the Gospel, the Good News. The Good News is 

that happiness and peace are offered to us if we are willing 

to fight against sin and turn to the Lord. The Good News is 

that nothing can take Christ from us. No one, no situation in 

life, nothing can destroy the joy that we have in being united 

to the Lord. The good news brings hope. The good news 

offers everyone peace. The Lord never gives up on us.  Even 

we do not have the right to give up on ourselves. 

When we repent, we meet the mercy of Jesus and we know the Lord better. Chesterton (in The 

High Plains) wrote “a saint only means a man who really knows that he is a sinner.” When we 

have received the mercy of Jesus, we are to believe in the Gospel. We are to base our lives on 

the Gospel. The Word of God is to be the foundation of everything that we think and do and say. 

Our whole day is to be centered on Jesus and his Gospel and living his Gospel. The Greek word 

for repentance, metanoia, does not just refer to a one-time act of turning back but rather to a 

practice, that affects our entire life. Living this way, we discover that we are happier, that it is 

the way we were meant to live, and that it is the best way to live. So we discover that repentance 

is good for us, good for us in every way. So we could say, “If you want to be happy, repent!” Today 

Jesus says to us: The time has come...and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent and 

believe the Good News. (Mark 1:15). 

 



•   WATERPROOFING & FINISHING

•   FOUNDATION PROBLEMS

•   HUMIDITY & MOLD CONTROL

•   NASTY CRAWL SPACES

NY Lic # 1274423 • NJHIC#  13VH01833300

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317
BasementRepairNJ.com

WET BASEMENT?

CHIROPRACTIC  CARE  
IN  LONG  VALLEY
~ Dr. William J. Voyce ~

Genesis Chiropractic Center
Long Valley Professional Center   908-876-9188

066B (JA) - St. Mark’s, Long Valley   FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC • P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

COCHRAN FUNERAL HOME
Serving the Parish Community Since 1899

852-3361
JAMES G. COCHRAN, MANAGER ~ N.J. Lic. No. 3702

905 High St.                                                                          Hackettstown        
The Best In Roofing Since 1947

800-339-9151

LUKE WOLTERS
 Tax Consultants 

"Specializing in Personal & Small Business Tax Services"
Tax Return Preparation * Financial Planning 

Courtesy Consultation
(908) 876-3413   Fax (908) 876-5856 
59 E. Mill Rd.                       Long Valley

Valley Automotive
The First Choice For All Your Automotive Needs

Guy Armenti, Parishioner
www.ValleyAutomotiveLLC.com

STIRLING
1312 Valley Road

908-647-1999

CHESTER
50A Parker Road

908-879-6426

RUDOLPH 
R. LEIDL

D.M.D., F.A.G.D.
General Dentistry
~ New PatieNts welcome ~

876-5559
2 Mountain View Avenue · Long Valley

I R R E PR E S SI BL E
K.J. Alexander

To her, she’s just  
another foster kid.  

To them, she’s the queen  
who will save them all.

AVAILABLE 
NOW!

Scan Here or Visit
https://amzn.to/322DlqT




