
Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 
 

December 18, 2022 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

  
                                

 
  Saturday, December 17 
5:30 pm   For Wladystaw & Anna Skoczylas by their family 
                   For Darren Siker by Lennon Family              
     
  Sunday, December 18 
9:00 am    For Erlinda Alianza by Rudolfo Alianza 
10:30 am  For Stephen Nichols by Paula Field 
 
Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve 
4:30 pm   For Madeline Lami by Susan Reilly 
                   For Klara Filip by Susan Reilly 
                    
  Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day 
10:30 am  For Richard Nyman by His Family 
                     
 
 

 
 MASS CARDS…                           
Mass cards are available in the parish office.  Remember that giving a 
mass intention is not only for a deceased person.  A mass intention 
can be for a special occasion such as an anniversary or birthday. 
Donation is $15 
 

LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 
 
December 17        5:30 pm        Joanne Lee 
December 18        9:00 am        Tony Cretella 
                                10:30 am      Violet Caruso 
 

   
 
Richard Alvarez, Tony Atkins, James Barone, Chrissy Carty,   Bob & Jeff 
Cheripka, Louise Chiusano, Brittany Cicchino,, Hugh Divine, Trisha 
Drechsel, , Grace Engel, Sue Geary,  Heidi L., Daniel Huntz, Sarah Jones, 
Vincent Lai, John Lee, Mary McArdle, Denise Niessing, Bob & Nancy  
Noll, Christina Nyman, Girard Nolte, Jr.,  Joyce Schmitt,   Ann Senftinger, 
Georgette Petromelis, Rosemarie Picarelli, Jeff Pogorzelski,  Christopher 
Popp, Tim Popp, John, Harry Smith, Special Intention, Kyle Stewart, 
Katrina Baum Wade, Ervin Winters, Christopher Zeliff 
 
 
 
 

 
 Sanctuary Lamp:   In loving memory of Vito and Marie Benardone and 
Aeneas and Genevieve Corry by Corry/Benardone  family  
Altar Breads & Wine:  In loving Claire Grieve by Stokes Family         
Pascal Candle:  In loving memory of Ed & Helen Guzik by Woelfel 
Family 
 

SUPERMARKET GIFT CARDS 
  
Supermarket Gift Cards 
December 11, 2022 
Sales:……………………..$2,150.00 
Profit:……….……….……..$107.50 
YTD Profit: ………….. $4,602.50 
Number of families: 9 
 

Shoprite and Weis gift cards 
are sold after all masses and 
in the parish office during 
the week. 

 
 

St. Mark’s Faith Direct 
  Church Code is NJ484 

  

 
Please remember that you can drop off your donation as you enter or 
leave mass each weekend.  On the 1st and 3rd weekend of the month we 
have a second collection.  A separate basket will be available for these 
appeals.  Thank you for support 
 
If you attend Mass at either Our Lady of the Mountain or St. Luke’s you 
can drop your St. Mark’s envelope in the collection basket and it will be 
credited as your donation to St. Mark’s. If you do not have a St. Mark’s 
parish envelope you can put your donation in a plain envelope with your 
name and “For St. Mark’s” 
 
You can now text your gift to St. Mark’s. We’ve made it easier than ever 
to make a gift with our new text-to-give option.  To securely make a gift 
to St. Mark’s, text a dollar amount to 908-857-4699 and click the link 
that pops up seconds later.  Enter your credit card information, email, 
name and address and complete the process.  St. Mark’s has now been 
blessed with your gift. 
 
FAIITH DIRECT…Thank you for being a part of our St. Mark the 
Evangelist family. I appreciate all that you do for our parish and 
community by sharing your God-given gifts of time, talent, and 
treasure. Sign up today for on-line giving  by visiting faith.direct/NJ484 
 

QR CODE FOR FAITH DIRECT 
 

  
 



 
CONFESSION THIS WEEK AT 
OLM CHURCH:  

MONDAY: 7:00PM-8:00PM 

TUESDAY: 7:00PM-8:00PM 

“A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; 
make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.’”(Isaiah 40:3) 
 
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1448), the 
sacrament of reconciliation “comprises two equally essential elements: 
on the one hand, the acts of the man who undergoes conversion 
through the action of the Holy Spirit: namely, contrition, confession, 
and satisfaction; on the other, God’s action through the intervention of 
the Church.” 
The Catechism (1457) notes that, “after having attained the age of 
discretion, each of the faithful is bound by an obligation faithfully to 
confess serious sins at least once a year.” Advent and Lent are 
traditional liturgical seasons of penance when the sacrament of 
reconciliation is encouraged. 

Why do you feel it is important for Catholics to go to confession?  

Well, I could answer this in terms of how this is one of seven 
sacraments, one of the best-est and most amazing ways that God 
literally, physically comes to us and becomes part of our lives, changing 
us forever. I could answer this in terms of how our church fathers and 
mothers for the past 2,000-plus years have spoken about the 
importance of confession if we want to grow in the spiritual life.  

But, ignoring all these incredibly good reasons, I can share that the 
sacrament of penance and reconciliation is critical because it brings 
healing to the parts of our lives that are broken. 

Why do you feel Advent is a good time for the sacrament of 
reconciliation? 

Advent brings to mind hope, love, joy and peace. But, December is also 
the darkest month of the year, and not just because of our distance 
from the sun. In Advent, we also cannot ignore that nagging feeling that 
all is not perfect in our lives. In a deep way that we can scarcely 
articulate, we long for the completeness that can only come from Jesus 
Christ. Advent is a perfect time for reconciliation and penance because 
of two reasons: One, it allows us to ritually (and) sacramentally 
acknowledge our own incompleteness. Second, it allows God to touch 
us, and give us the completeness, the healing, the fullness that only he 
can give. 

What advice would you give local Catholics to make a good confession 
this Advent? 

Go! Just do it! Any reason you can think of for not going is just evil 
working against you. Tell the priest it has been a long time. Tell the 
priest you don’t know the prayers. Tell the priest you are scared or that 
you can’t remember everything you’ve done. And trust that he has 

heard lots worse than you will share. You can even Google “making a 
good confession” if that helps you feel better about going. 

Help aging religious. 
Elderly Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious 
order priests have offered 
their lives in service to 
others— educating the 
young, comforting the 

sick, and ministering to the less fortunate. Today, many are frail and 
need assistance. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for Religious helps 
furnish medications, nursing care, and more. Please give generously to 
today’s second collection. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE: 

St. Mark 
Christmas Eve: 4:30pm, 7:00pm 
Christmas Day: 10:30am 
OLM 
Christmas Eve: 4:00pm, 6:00pm, 10:00pm, 12 midnight (Polish mass – 
Polska Pasterka) 
Christmas Day: 8:00am, 10:45am, 12:15pm 

 
FROM FR. MICHAL… 
Glory to God #3 
  
Lamb reminds us of the Passover of the Israelites. On the night of their 
exodus from Egypt, they were freed from the scourge of death through 
the sacrifice of a lamb. They marked the doorposts of their houses with 
the lamb's blood to avoid this plague that God had sent to Egypt to free 
his people. St. John describes in his Gospel that Jesus died on the cross 
as the true Lamb, whose bones were not broken. St. John sees the 
fulfillment of this command in Jesus Christ, who dies as the true Lamb. 
In the Book of Revelation, we read that this Lamb was slain but lives. To 
this Lamb, we say: "who sit at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 
on us." We also confess that Jesus Christ is Holy, that He is Lord, and 
that He is the Most High. It is a confession of faith in Jesus Christ. 
  
This hymn is both a confession of faith and a confession of our adoration 
of the whole Holy Trinity; it is an expression of the joy with which 
Christians celebrate every Sunday and every solemnity, raising their 
thoughts to the One who died, rose again and who lives in the glory of 
God the Father. The hymn ends with the glorification of the entire Holy 
Trinity. We profess that this glory belongs equally to the Father, the Son, 
and the Spirit. 
  
Baltimore Catechism 
  
Q. 859. Besides being in a state of grace and performing the works 
enjoined, what else is necessary for the gaining of an Indulgence? 
A. Besides being in a state of grace and performing the works enjoined, 
it is necessary for the gaining of an Indulgence to have at least the 
general intention of gaining it. 
Q. 860. How and why should we make a general intention to gain all 
possible Indulgences each day? 
A. We should make a general intention at our morning prayers to gain 
all possible Indulgences each day, because several of the prayers we say 
and good works we perform may have Indulgences attached to them, 
though we are not aware of it. 



 

 

 
ST. MARK’S NEW YEAR’S DAY 5K… Plans are underway for our 6th 
annual New Year’s Day 5K! Proceeds from this year’s race will go 
towards our parish building and grounds fund. You can help with the 
success of this fundraiser by helping us obtain sponsors, becoming a 
sponsor, participating in the race, or volunteering on race day! The 
registration fee is $30 until December 31, $35 day of the race. For more 
information or to sign up please visit 
 https://runsignup.com/race/nj/longvalley/stmarksnewyearsday5K  or 
email Pat Regan at newyearsday5k@outlook.com Thank you for your 
support! 

 
CHRISTMAS COOKIES ARE BACK… 
The Long Valley Columbiettes will be selling Homemade Christmas 
Cookies on December 17th and 18th after all masses.  We Bake, You 
Buy! Any questions please call Marge Sanders at 908-852-3091 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
The Long Valley Wreaths Across America ceremony will take place on 
Dec 17, 12 noon, at St Mark’s Parish Hall, Spring Lane. Wreath laying 
will occur at OLM, German Valley, and Pleasant Grove cemeteries at 
1pm. Please join us for this moving event as we pay tribute to our 
deceased veterans. 

------------------------------- 
Reflection for the Week 

Do not be afraid; just have faith. MK 5:36 
------------------------------------- 

If you would like to be a part of an international organization of nearly 
2 million Catholic men whose principal work involves helping others in 
need, we'd like to meet you. We are an active council and have a lot to 
offer. Although considered the right arm of the Catholic Church, we 
could never have too many hands! 

We are an active council and have a lot to offer. 
Become a Knight!   www.lvkofc.or 

 
 
 

HEALING AFTER ABORTION: 
Do you know someone who is carrying the grief of a past abortion?  
There is always hope. The pain and sorrow of abortion does not need 
to endure for a lifetime.  A “Day of Prayer and Healing” offers the 
opportunity to experience the love and mercy of God and to respond to 
His invitation to begin the journey of healing the wound of abortion.  
Upcoming dates in the NYC area are Jan. 14, Feb. 4, March 11 and May 
20 in English, and May 6 in Spanish.  For more dates, locations and 
confidential registration, or just to talk to a Sister, please call Sisters of 
Life” at 866-575-0075 (toll free) or reach us by email at 
hopeandhealing@sistersoflife.org 
 

 

 

SIGN UP TO FLOCKNOTE 
This is all totally free for you to use; you 
don’t even have to download anything or 
create a password to participate.  Your 
info is kept totally private.  If you would 
like to receive emails or text messages 
from our church, please sign up!   

 
To register simply text SM1988 to 84576. Or you may go to our 
website and there you will find other ways to register for this 
important communication.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


