
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  
 

January 8, 2023 – The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

  
                                

 
Saturday, January 7 
5:30 pm   For Parishioners of St. Marks and their families 
 
  Sunday, January 8 
9:00 am   For Eleanor Lamont & Florence Acker by their family 
10:30 am For Rosemary McDermott by McGrath family 
 
  Saturday, January 14 
5:30 pm   For Filomena Scuderi by Lennon Family 
                               
  Sunday, January 15 
9:00 am    For Parishioners of St. Marks and their families 
10:30 am  For Marie Louise Chang by Her Family 
 
 

 
 MASS CARDS…                           
Our 2023 Mass Book is now open.  
 
Mass cards are available in the parish office, you can either call or stop 
by with your mass request.   Remember that giving a mass intention 
is for both the living and the deceased.  
 
 A mass intention can be for a special occasion such as an anniversary 
or birthday. Donation is $15 
 

LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY  
 

January Schedule not available 

   
 
Richard Alvarez, Tony Atkins, James Barone, Chrissy Carty,   Bob & Jeff 
Cheripka, Louise Chiusano, Brittany Cicchino,, Hugh Divine, Trisha 
Drechsel, , Grace Engel, Sue Geary,  Heidi L., Daniel Huntz, Sarah Jones, 
Vincent Lai, John Lee, Mary McArdle, Denise Niessing, Bob & Nancy  
Noll, Christina Nyman, Girard Nolte, Jr.,  Joyce Schmitt,   Ann Senftinger, 
Georgette Petromelis, Rosemarie Picarelli, Jeff Pogorzelski,  Christopher 
Popp, Tim Popp, John, Harry Smith, Special Intention, Kyle Stewart, 
Katrina Baum Wade, Ervin Winters, Christopher Zeliff, Ken 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Sanctuary Lamp:   In loving memory of Vito and Marie Benardone and 
Aeneas and Genevieve Corry by Corry/Benardone  family  
Altar Breads & Wine:  In loving Claire Grieve by Stokes Family         
Pascal Candle:  In loving memory of Ed & Helen Guzik by Woelfel 
Family 
 

SUPERMARKET GIFT CARDS 
  
Supermarket Gift Cards 
 Figures not available 
 
2022 YTD Profit $4,722 
 

Shoprite and Weis gift cards 
are sold after all masses and 
in the parish office during 
the week. 

 
 

St. Mark’s Faith Direct 
  Church Code is NJ484 

  

 
Please remember that you can drop off your donation as you enter or 
leave mass each weekend.  On the 1st and 3rd weekend of the month we 
have a second collection.  A separate basket will be available for these 
appeals.  Thank you for support 
 
If you attend Mass at either Our Lady of the Mountain or St. Luke’s you 
can drop your St. Mark’s envelope in the collection basket and it will be 
credited as your donation to St. Mark’s. If you do not have a St. Mark’s 
parish envelope you can put your donation in a plain envelope with your 
name and “For St. Mark’s” 
 
You can now text your gift to St. Mark’s. We’ve made it easier than ever 
to make a gift with our new text-to-give option.  To securely make a gift 
to St. Mark’s, text a dollar amount to 908-857-4699 and click the link 
that pops up seconds later.  Enter your credit card information, email, 
name and address and complete the process.  St. Mark’s has now been 
blessed with your gift. 
 
FAIITH DIRECT…Thank you for being a part of our St. Mark the 
Evangelist family. I appreciate all that you do for our parish and 
community by sharing your God-given gifts of time, talent, and 
treasure. Sign up today for on-line giving  by visiting faith.direct/NJ484 
 

QR CODE FOR FAITH DIRECT 
 

  
 



 

Today we celebrate 
what we call the Epiphany of 
Jesus that is the revelation or 
manifestation of Jesus for 
everyone.  Jesus was revealed by 
the Father to the world as its 
Savior when the light of a star 
guided the wise men from the 

East to worship him, when the Father spoke from heaven at Jesus’ 
baptism declaring Jesus to be his beloved Son. 

Today we celebrate the light of a star leading and revealing 
Jesus as the Savior of the world to wise men. The body language of the 
wise men before Jesus spoke of their attitude.  They prostrated 
themselves before Jesus.  They worshipped him, and offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh; gold because Jesus is king, 
frankincense because Jesus is divine and myrrh prefiguring his Passion. 

There is another 
attitude in today’s Gospel, 
the attitude of Herod.  He 
does not have an attitude 
of reverence and respect 
for Jesus. Herod pretends 
that he is just as respectful 
to Jesus as the wise men. 
He tells them, “Go and 
search diligently for the 

child. When you have found him, bring me word, that I too may go and 
do him homage.” (Matt 2:8) However his thoughts were not thoughts 
of homage, he merely wanted to trick the wise men into telling him 
where Jesus was so that he could have him murdered. Herod did not 
want to lose power and control to somebody else, so he rejected the 
baby Jesus even though Jesus would be no threat to his kingly power.  

Herod’s problem was not Jesus but Herod himself, and some 
peoples’ problem is not Jesus or the Church but rather that they have 
rejected Jesus and the Church, particularly by their lifestyles. Anytime 
I decide that I know better than Jesus or the Church then I have set 
myself up as a modern day Herod. The faith of the Church is bigger 
than the faith of any one person. 

The good news of Epiphany is that Jesus is the revelation of 
God as one who offers himself to us in love. Jesus is the epiphany of the 
invisible God in all the events of his life: as a helpless child in a manger, 
as a young man dying on the cross -- the ultimate revelation that God’s 
glory is love. This feast reminds us that each Sunday’s liturgy with its 
gospel reading is an epiphany of the Lord to be reflected upon in the 
quiet of faith. Epiphany is the revelation of the purpose of the 
Incarnation: that God and we, God’s sons and daughters, might enjoy 
each other in the embrace of love. 

Be wise! Follow the trail of the wise men. Go to Bethlehem. See 
Jesus and your search will be done. 

 

EPIPHANY BLESSING OF THE HOME FOR THE NEW YEAR 

How to do it?? 

The entire family gathers at the main entrance of the home. 

Leader: peace to this house 

All: And to all who dwell within 

Leader: We begin the New Year by dedicating our family to Christ. The 
search of the magi urges us to renew our baptismal call to find Christ in 
all we do. Our family desires to reveal Christ’s light to the world. May 
everyone who enters here find the comfort, joy and love of the lord 
living among us.  

Reader: Magi from the east came to Bethlehem to adore the Lord; and 
opening their treasures they presented him with precious gifts: gold for 
the great King, incense for the true God and myrrh symbolic of his 
burial. Alleluia! 

Reader: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

All: Both now and forever. 

Reader: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

All: Who made heaven and earth. 

The entire family pray Our Father… 

Leader: God, who on this day reveled your only begotten Son to all the 
nations by the guidance of a star, grant that we who know you by faith 
may finally behold you in your heavenly majesty; Lord we beg you to 
visit this house and banish from it all the dark power of the enemy. May 
your holy angels dwell here and keep us in peace, security, love and 
grace. May your blessing always be upon us. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord.  

The inscription is made with the blessed chalk over the door. 

20+C+M+B+23 

This inscription comes from Latin: Christus Mansionem Benedicat --- 
May God bless this home. 

On Monday we conclude Christmas Season with the feast of THE 
BAPTISM OF THE LORD. The public life of Jesus began with His Baptism 
on the shore of the Jordan River. It ended with Jesus commanding the 
Apostles to “go and make disciples of all, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that He had commanded them.” These Words of Jesus from the Holy 
Bible teach the Christians the great importance of the Sacrament of 
Baptism. 

 

 

 



WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF BAPTISM? 

Water baptism is a public declaration 
of three very important things: 

1. You are a follower of Jesus Christ. 
“Those who accepted his message 
were baptized.” —Acts 2:41 

2. You are beginning a changed life in Christ. “We were therefore 
buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life.” —Romans 6:4 

3. You are part of a new family. “So in Christ Jesus you are all children 
of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ.” —Galatians 3:26–2 

The Spiritual Testament of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

The Holy See releases the Spiritual Testament of Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI, dated 29 August 2006. 

My spiritual testament 

When, at this late hour of my 
life, I look back on the decades 
I have wandered through, I see 
first of all how much reason I 
have to give thanks. Above all, 
I thank God Himself, the giver 
of all good gifts, who has given 
me life and guided me through 
all kinds of confusion; who has 
always picked me up when I 
began to slip, who has always 
given me anew the light of his 
countenance. In retrospect, I see and understand that even the dark 
and arduous stretches of this path were for my salvation and that He 
guided me well in those very stretches. 

I thank my parents, who gave me life in difficult times and prepared a 
wonderful home for me with their love, which shines through all my 
days as a bright light until today. My father's clear-sighted faith taught 
us brothers and sisters to believe and stood firm as a guide in the midst 
of all my scientific knowledge; my mother's heartfelt piety and great 
kindness remain a legacy for which I cannot thank her enough. My sister 
has served me selflessly and full of kind concern for decades; my 
brother has always paved the way for me with the clear-sightedness of 
his judgements, with his powerful determination, and with the 
cheerfulness of his heart; without this ever-new going ahead and going 
along, I would not have been able to find the right path. 

I thank God from the bottom of my heart for the many friends, men and 
women, whom He has always placed at my side; for the co-workers at 
all stages of my path; for the teachers and students He has given me. I 
gratefully entrust them all to His goodness. And I would like to thank 
the Lord for my beautiful home in the Bavarian foothills of the Alps, in 
which I was able to see the splendour of the Creator Himself shining 

through time and again. I thank the people of my homeland for allowing 
me to experience the beauty of faith time and again. I pray that our 
country will remain a country of faith and I ask you, dear compatriots, 
not to let your faith be distracted. Finally, I thank God for all the beauty 
I was able to experience during the various stages of my journey, but 
especially in Rome and in Italy, which has become my second home. 

I ask for forgiveness from the bottom of my heart from all those whom 
I have wronged in some way. 

What I said earlier of my compatriots, I now say to all who were 
entrusted to my service in the Church: Stand firm in the faith! Do not be 
confused! Often it seems as if science - on the one hand, the natural 
sciences; on the other, historical research (especially the exegesis of the 
Holy Scriptures) - has irrefutable insights to offer that are contrary to 
the Catholic faith. I have witnessed from times long past the changes in 
natural science and have seen how apparent certainties against the 
faith vanished, proving themselves not to be science but philosophical 
interpretations only apparently belonging to science - just as, 
moreover, it is in dialogue with the natural sciences that faith has 
learned to understand the limits of the scope of its affirmations and 
thus its own specificity.For 60 years now, I have accompanied the path 
of theology, especially biblical studies, and have seen seemingly 
unshakeable theses collapse with the changing generations, which 
turned out to be mere hypotheses: the liberal generation (Harnack, 
Jülicher, etc.), the existentialist generation (Bultmann, etc.), the Marxist 
generation. I have seen, and see, how, out of the tangle of hypotheses, 
the reasonableness of faith has emerged and is emerging anew. Jesus 
Christ is truly the Way, the Truth, and the Life - and the Church, in all 
her shortcomings, is truly His Body. 

Finally, I humbly ask: pray for me, so that the Lord may admit me to the 
eternal dwellings, despite all my sins and shortcomings. For all those 
entrusted to me, my heartfelt prayer goes out day after day. 

Benedictus PP XVI 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
---------------------------------- 

We are looking for a few Good Knights! You don’t have to attend every 
meeting and participate in every charitable or Church event. 
Considered the “right arm of the Catholic Church,” the Knights of 
Columbus is the largest, Catholic, fraternal, family service organization 
in the world! Help those in need and grow in your faith. 

------------------------------------ 
Reflection for the Week 

A pessimist, they say, sees a glass as being half empty; an optimist 
sees the same glass as half full. But a giving person sees a glass of 

water and starts looking for someone who might be thirsty. 
G. Donald Gale 

------------------------------------- 
The Knights of Columbus, Long Valley Council 10419 welcomes all 
Catholic Men age 18 and older. We are an active council and have a lot 
to offer –  

Become a Knight!      www.lvkofc.org 
 


