
Initiation 2022-23 ORIENTATION

Congratulations on choosing Baptism!   Because you or your child is of the age of reason - which means they
can choose to do right or wrong - they are the ones prepared for the sacraments.  By church law, a person who
is of the age of reason and unbaptized, must be fully initiated with the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation
and First Communion.  There are special passages and rites associated with their faith journey toward their
baptism.

There are 2 other pathways for people receiving the sacraments:
Those who are already baptized and in the 2nd-7th grade complete the First Communion program.  They will
receive only First Communion on April 29.

Those who are in 8th grade and older who are already baptized and may or may not have received their First
Communion complete the Confirmation program.  We have a small group of people who are preparing for both
First Communion and Confirmation because they are in the 8th grade or older.  They will receive both at the
Confirmation Mass on January 21.

Anyone who is unbaptized and in the 2nd grade and older will complete this Initiation program.

Godparents / SPONSORS: The term for the witness for the sacraments is interchangeable - Godparent /
Sponsor.  The requirements for Godparent / sponsors are:  16 years old, practicing and Confirmed Catholic.
(See Canon Law 893 and 874). Sponsors are strongly encouraged to attend the Sunday sessions, and keep in
close contact with their Candidate.  Parents or Step parents cannot be their child’s sponsor.
Each sponsor is required to complete the Sponsor Covenant.
If your sponsor cannot be present for the celebration of the sacrament, a proxy may be chosen.  This proxy
must meet the same requirements as a sponsor.  Both the sponsor and proxy will be recorded in the
sacramental records.  You may have 2 sponsors if they are opposite genders.  You may have a sponsor for
Baptism and a different sponsor for Confirmation.  There is no canonical requirement to have a sponsor for
First Communion.

RECONCILIATION:
Baptism washes away original sin - and all other sins.  The student's first Reconciliation will be done in
December of 2023 - during the Advent season.  The 3 scrutinies are in their own way a “reconciliation” to God
and have repentance spirit to them.

Special Events
October 30 - Class #7 - 7:45am Mass  and 10:30am Mass- Rite of Acceptance - parents of the children
candidates and sponsors are required to attend with the candidate.
The Rite of Acceptance is REQUIRED.  If you miss it, it must be done at another time.  The Rite of Acceptance
is a public declaration of the desire for baptism.  It changes the status of one’s soul.  If something were to
happen before their baptism, they would be treated just as a person who was baptized.

Here is a brief outline of what happens during the Rite of Acceptance:
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Receiving the Candidates
Priest greets the assembly, candidates and sponsors, he asks all in the assembly to stay seated and turn their attention to
the front.
The priest asks the candidate: Priest: What is your name?
Candidate: (name)
Priest: Have you come here to get ready to follow Jesus?
Candidate: Yes
Priest: My friends,  this is the way of faith along which Christ will lead you in love toward eternal life. Are you prepared
to commit yourself to this journey today under the guidance of Christ?
Candidates: I am
Priest: Sponsors, you now present these candidates to us, are you ready to help them find and follow Christ?
Sponsors: I am.
Priest: Now, I ask this community, and all that are gathered here, if you are prepared to help these candidates along with
their sponsors, to follow Christ, through your example and encouragement, please answer: We are.
All: We are.
Priest: Let us pray:
Father of Mercy, we thank you for these servants. You have sought and summoned them in many ways and they have
turned to seek you. You have called them today and they have answered in our presence.
We praise you, O Lord; We bless you, O Lord.
All: We praise you, O Lord, We bless you, O Lord.

Signing of the Catechumen with the Cross

Priest: Receive the sign of your new way of life as a catechumen.
(while signing Catechumen’s forehead):
Receive the cross on your forehead.  It is Christ himself who now strengthens you with the sign of his love.
May you learn to know and follow him.

Priest:
Receive the sign of the cross on your ears,  (Sponsor makes the sign of the cross over each ear)
that you may hear the voice of the Lord.
Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, (Sponsor makes the sign of the cross over each eye)
that you may see the glory of God.
Receive the sign of the cross on your lips, (Sponsor makes the sign of the cross over the mouth)
that you may respond to the word of God.
Receive the sign of the cross over your heart, (Sponsor makes the sign of the cross over their heart)
that Christ may dwell there by faith.
Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders, (Sponsor makes the sign of the cross over each shoulder)
that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ.
Receive the sign of the cross on your hands,  (Sponsor makes the sign of the cross over each palm of hand)
that Christ may be known in the work which you do.
Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, (Sponsor makes the sign of the cross over each foot)
that you may walk in the way of Christ.

Priest: I sign you with the sign of eternal life
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Celebrant makes the sign of the cross in the air above all.
Catechumens: Amen.

Priest Catechumens,  I now invite you to lead us into the midst of the church, to share with us at the table of God’s word.
Entrance Procession - catechumens process down the aisle and sit in the reserved seating
After the homily, catechumen and sponsor, come forward to stand in front of the altar and face the ambo.  The
congregation stands for the Prayers of the Faithful.

Dismissal Dear elect, go in peace, and my the Lord remain with you always.  Catechumen go to classrooms and sponsors
return to their seats.
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Special Events Continued:
November 1 - All Saints Day 5:30pm Mass attendance and pizza party for families
December 8 - Immaculate Conception 5:30pm Mass attendance and pizza party for families
February 22 - Ash Wednesday  - see bulletin and parish emails for mass and ash service times
February 26 - Class #20 -Rite of Sending at MQ at 8am (English) and 10:30am (Spanish).  At 3:30pm - Rite of
Election at the Cathedral of Christ the King with Bishop John Stowe (bilingual). All children candidates, their
parents and all sponsors need to attend.  If a sponsor cannot be there in person, a parent or another person
may substitute for them.  Here is a brief outline of the Rite of Sending at Mary Queen:

Here is a brief outline of the Rite of Sending at MQ at 8am and 10:30am:

After the homily:  Presentation of the Catechumens
Cara presents the catechumens: Fr. ___, these catechumens, whom I now present to you, are beginning their final
period of preparation and purification leading to their initiation.  They have found strength in God's grace and support in
our community's prayers and example.
Now they ask that they be recognized for the progress they have made in their spiritual formation and that they receive the
assurance of our blessings and prayers as they go forth to the Rite of Election celebrated this afternoon by Bishop John
Stowe.
Fr. : Those who are to be sent to the celebration of election in Christ, come forward together with those who will be
your godparents.
Cara continues: Names each catechumen.   They come forward with their Godparent / Sponsor
(they stand on the steps between the altar and the assembly, facing the assembly)
Affirmation by the Godparents and the Assembly
Fr.  : I turn to you, godparents, for your testimony about these candidates.  Have these catechumens taken their
formation in the Gospel and in the Catholic way of life seriously?

Godparents: They have.
Have they given evidence of their conversion by the example of their lives?

Godparents: They have.
Do you judge them to be ready to be presented to the bishop for the rite of election?

Godparents:  We do.
(addressing the assembly): If you accept the testimony of these godparents, please stand (Pause) Do you assure
them of your care and support? If so, respond “We do.”

Assembly:  We do.

My dear catechumens, this community gladly recommends you to the bishop, who in the name of Christ, will call you to
the Easter sacraments.  May God bring to completion the good work he has begun in you.
Intercessions for the Catechumens
Dismissal: Dear elect, go in peace, and may the Lord remain with you always.  Elect go to classrooms and sponsors return
to their seats.

Saturday March 11 - Presentation of the Creed at 8:00am Mass at Mary Queen - Bilingual

Here is a brief outline of the Presentation of the Creed:
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After the homily, the deacon or priest says:
Let the elect now come forward to receive the Creed from the Church.
The elect (only) come and stand on the top step in front of the altar facing the assembly
The priest then addresses the elect:
My dear elect, listen carefully to the words of that faith by which you will be justified. The words are few, but the
mysteries they contain are great. Receive them with a sincere heart and be faithful to them. The assembly will now
present the creed to you.
The priest stretches his hands over the elect and says:
Lord, eternal source of light, justice, and truth, take under your tender care your servants who have been chosen
for the Easter sacraments.
Purify them and make them holy; give them true knowledge, sure hope and sound understanding, and make them
worthy to receive the grace of baptism. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Dismissal Dear elect, go in peace, and my the Lord remain with you always.  Elect go to classrooms and sponsors return
to their seats.

March 12 - Class #22 - 8:00am(English) 10:30am (Spanish) Mass 1st Scrutiny
March 19-  Class #23 - 8:00am Mass(English) 10:30am (Spanish) 2nd Scrutiny
March 26 - Class #24 - 8:00am (English) 10:30am (Spanish)Mass 3rd Scrutiny
Children need at least 1.  Adults need all 3.
Do not plan to go anywhere for Spring break!

Here is a brief outline of the Scrutinies:

After the homily
Celebrant:  Would the Elect, along with their Godparents please come forward.
The elect stand on the floor facing the assembly and the celebrant.  Their godparent(s) stand behind them.
I invite all who are present to pray in silence and ask that the elect will be given a spirit of repentance, a sense of sin, and
the true freedom of the Children of God.
Elect, I invite you to also pray and as a sign of your inner spirit of repentance, please kneel.
The Elect kneel with their godparent placing their right hand upon them.
All will have a moment of (noticeable) silent prayer.
The Elect and the assembly stand.  Godparents should continue to keep their right hand on their shoulder.
Intercessions
THE INTERCESSIONS WILL BE IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER.
Exorcism
Celebrant: God of power, you sent your Son to be our Savior.  Grant that these catechumens, who, like the woman of
Samaria, thirst for living water, may turn to the Lord as they hear his word and acknowledge the sins and weaknesses that
weigh them down. Protect them from vain reliance on self and defend them from the power of Satan.
Free them from the spirit of deceit, so that, admitting the wrong they have done, they may attain purity of heart and
advance on the way to salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The celebrant lays hands on each one of the elect.
Dismissal Dear elect, go in peace, and my the Lord remain with you always.  Elect go to classrooms and sponsors return
to their seats.
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April 4 - Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of Christ the King at 10:30am.  (a Tuesday) - a school or work excuse
may be given.  Although not required, it is a beautiful reality to see how we are a part of the universal church.
A representative from every parish, hospital and nursing home will come with their banner and process in
around the cathedral.  They will also have a representative from their parish to receive the holy oils - oils that
will be used for your baptism and confirmation!

April 6 - Holy Thursday at 7pm at MQ - The first part of the Triduum.  We will accept 3 volunteer elect to come
forward to have their feet washed.
April 7 - Good Friday at 7pm at MQ - The second part of the Triduum.  We venerate the cross and
acknowledge how Jesus died for us.
April 8 - Holy Saturday - 8:00am Preparation Rites. The elect and their sponsors will have a special ceremony
that will “open their ears and mouths to proclaim Christ Jesus”.   We ask that Holy Saturday is spent in quiet
and peace to acknowledge Jesus being prepared to rise from death and set all the souls gone before into
heaven.  The tomb is empty.  We ask that you refrain from sports, celebrations and other activities that detract
from the solemn moment Holy Saturday is.  We will have a practice after the Preparation Rites.
8:30pm Vigil - Everyone will receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First communion.  At the
setting of the sun, a new fire will be lit outside the church. The Easter candle will be brought forth and pierced
with the wounds of Christ.  The church is dark.  The church is empty - just like the tomb.  The priest leads us
into the dark church by the light of the Easter Candle.  All those who have already been baptized will have
candles and each one will be lit by another to fill the church with light.  After the homily, the elect will take turns
and process to the font for their baptism.
More specific details will be given as it gets closer - what to wear, what time to be there, where your assigned
seats are, where to go and what to do.  This will also be done at the practice that morning.

April 9 - Easter Sunday - Attend mass of your choice for your 2nd Communion!
April 16 - Class #25 - Reflect on the sacraments received and the Easter Vigil experience
April 23 - Class #26 - Last Class - celebration and instructions to go forth and serve the Lord.
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