


ST. MARY PARISH WORSHIPPING SINCE 1911 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 – 
Is. 35: 1-6a, 10; Jas. 5: 7-10; Mt. 11: 2-11 
 

 5:00 PM Margaret Corrigan 
  req. by the Corrigan  Family 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15 – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is. 35: 1-6a, 10; Jas. 5: 7-10; Mt. 11: 2-11 
 

 8:00 AM All Parishioners – Living and Deceased 
 9:30 AM Louis Buonomo / req. by Phyllis Buonomo 
 12:00 PM Giacinta Quarto / req. by Pat & Angela Conte 
 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16 – ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Nm. 24: 2-7, 15-17a; Mt. 21: 23-27 
 

 8:00 AM Dominick Calabro / req. by Joan Westervelt 
 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 – LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Gn. 49: 2, 8-10; Mt.1: 1-17 
 

 8:00 AM  Harold Fox / req. by Thom and Grace Calabro 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 – 
LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Jer. 23: 5-8; Mt. 1: 18-25 
 

 8:00 AM Mario Giangola 
  req. by John and Midas Hernandez 
 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 – LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Jgs. 13: 2-7, 24-25a; Lk. 1: 5-25 
F 

 8:00 AM Aidan Desmond Kennedy 
  req. by Thom and Grace Calabro 
 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 – LATE ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Is. 7: 10-14; Lk. 1: 26-38 
 

 8:00 AM Aidan Desmond Kennedy 
  req. by Eoin and Clare Kennedy 
 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 – ST. PETER CANISIUS, 
PRIEST AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
Sg. 2: 8-14 or Zep. 3: 14-18a; Lk. 1: 39-45 

 8:00 AM Mark Stevens / req. by Luanne Napolitano 
 5:00 PM Mario Giangola 
  req. by Ed and Carolyn Rogan 
 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22 – 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is. 7: 10-14; Rom. 1: 1-7; Mt. 1: 18-24 
 

 8:00 AM All Parishioners – Living and Deceased 
 9:30 AM Patricia Petrillo 
  req. by Ralph and Regina DeNicola 
 12:00 PM Robert Connolly / req. by Joan Westervelt 
 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

Blessed Virgin Mary Candle – Intentions of Riley Mueller. 
Sanctuary Candle – Special intention. 

 
 

 

Pray for the Sick 
George Abad, Irene Abad, Joseph Louis Abad, 
Christian Brueck, Fran Caldwell, Derly Cuervo, 

Lee Ann Davito, Lisa Deegan, Desiderio Fernandes, 
Frank Forte, Hebert Gutierrez, Ed Koch, 

Sr. Dominic Marie McDonnell, Joseph Miele, 
Carol Munkins, David O’Hanlon, John Pagano, Alicia Parent, 

Joan Pinto, Richard Pinto, Georgene Smith 

From the Pastor 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Below is the continuation of the Holy Father’s letter 
AdmirabileSignum, (a wonderful sign), about the joy and 
wonder of the nativity scene.  Please continue to read this 
important letter from Pope Francis as we journey closer to the 
joy of Christmas. 
 

Sincerely in the Lord, Fr. Joe 
 
AdmirabileSignum – 
 

4. I would like now to reflect on the various elements of the 
nativity scene in order to appreciate their deeper meaning. First, 
there is the background of a starry sky wrapped in the darkness 
and silence of night. We represent this not only out of fidelity to 
the Gospel accounts, but also for its symbolic value. We can 
think of all those times in our lives when we have experienced 
the darkness of night. Yet even then, God does not abandon us, 
but is there to answer our crucial questions about the meaning 
of life. Who am I? Where do I come from? Why was I born at 
this time in history? Why do I love? Why do I suffer? Why will I 
die? It was to answer these questions that God became man. 
His closeness brings light where there is darkness and shows 
the way to those dwelling in the shadow of suffering (cf. Lk 
1:79). 
 

The landscapes that are part of the nativity scene also deserve 
some mention. Frequently they include the ruins of ancient 
houses or buildings, which in some instances replace the cave 
of Bethlehem and become a home for the Holy Family. These 
ruins appear to be inspired by the thirteenth-century Golden 
Legend of the Dominican Jacobus de Varagine, which relates a 
pagan belief that the Temple of Peace in Rome would collapse 
when a Virgin gave birth. More than anything, the ruins are the 
visible sign of fallen humanity, of everything that inevitably falls 
into ruin, decays and disappoints. This scenic setting tells us 
that Jesus is newness in the midst of an aging world, that he 
has come to heal and rebuild, to restore the world and our lives 
to their original splendour. 
 

5. With what emotion should we arrange the mountains, 
streams, sheep and shepherds in the nativity scene! As we do 
so, we are reminded that, as the prophets had foretold, all 
creation rejoices in the coming of the Messiah. The angels and 
the guiding star are a sign that we too are called to set out for 
the cave and to worship the Lord. 
 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us” (Lk 2:15). So 
the shepherds tell one another after the proclamation of the 
angels. A beautiful lesson emerges from these simple words. 
Unlike so many other people, busy about many things, the 
shepherds become the first to see the most essential thing of 
all: the gift of salvation. It is the humble and the poor who greet 
the event of the Incarnation. The shepherds respond to God 
who comes to meet us in the Infant Jesus by setting out to meet 
him with love, gratitude and awe. Thanks to Jesus, this 
encounter between God and his children gives birth to our 
religion and accounts for its unique beauty, so wonderfully 
evident in the nativity scene. 
 

6. It is customary to add many symbolic figures to our nativity 
scenes. First, there are the beggars and the others who know 
only the wealth of the heart. They too have every right to draw 
near to the Infant Jesus; no one can evict them or send them 
away from a crib so makeshift that the poor seem entirely at 
home. Indeed, the poor are a privileged part of this mystery; 
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often they are the first to recognize God’s presence in our midst. 
 

The presence of the poor and the lowly in the nativity scene remind us that God 
became man for the sake of those who feel most in need of his love and who ask him 
to draw near to them. Jesus, “gentle and humble in heart” (Mt 11:29), was born in 
poverty and led a simple life in order to teach us to recognize what is essential and to 
act accordingly. The nativity scene clearly teaches that we cannot let ourselves be 
fooled by wealth and fleeting promises of happiness. We see Herod’s palace in the 
background, closed and deaf to the tidings of joy. By being born in a manger, God 
himself launches the only true revolution that can give hope and dignity to the 
disinherited and the outcast: the revolution of love, the revolution of tenderness. From 
the manger, Jesus proclaims, in a meek yet powerful way, the need for sharing with the 
poor as the path to a more human and fraternal world in which no one is excluded or 
marginalized. 
 

Children – but adults too! – often love to add to the nativity scene other figures that 
have no apparent connection with the Gospel accounts. Yet, each in its own way, these 
fanciful additions show that in the new world inaugurated by Jesus there is room for 
whatever is truly human and for all God’s creatures. From the shepherd to the 
blacksmith, from the baker to the musicians, from the women carrying jugs of water to 
the children at play: all this speaks of the everyday holiness, the joy of doing ordinary 
things in an extraordinary way, born whenever Jesus shares his divine life with us. 
 

7. Gradually, we come to the cave, where we find the figures of Mary and Joseph. Mary 
is a mother who contemplates her child and shows him to every visitor. The figure of 
Mary makes us reflect on the great mystery that surrounded this young woman when 
God knocked on the door of her immaculate heart. Mary responded in complete 
obedience to the message of the angel who asked her to become the Mother of God. 
Her words, “Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word” (Lk 1:38), show all of us how to abandon ourselves in faith to God’s will. By her 
“fiat”, Mary became the mother of God’s Son, not losing but, thanks to him, 
consecrating her virginity. In her, we see the Mother of God who does not keep her 
Son only to herself, but invites everyone to obey his word and to put it into practice (cf. 
Jn 2:5). 
 

At Mary’s side, shown protecting the Child and his Mother, stands Saint Joseph. He is 
usually depicted with staff in hand, or holding up a lamp. Saint Joseph plays an 
important role in the life of Jesus and Mary. He is the guardian who tirelessly protects 
his family. When God warned him of Herod’s threat, he did not hesitate to set out and 
flee to Egypt (cf. Mt 2:13-15). And once the danger had passed, he brought the family 
back to Nazareth, where he was to be the first teacher of Jesus as a boy and then as a 
young man. Joseph treasured in his heart the great mystery surrounding Jesus and 
Mary his spouse; as a just man, he entrusted himself always to God’s will, and put it 
into practice. 

 
 

Advent Giving Tree – gifts due December 15th 
Advent Giving Tree – today is last day to return gifts 
Today is the last day to return wrapped 
gifts.  Please place the gift tag with the unit and room 
number facing outward.  Gifts are being delivered on 
Monday morning, so late gifts will not be accepted – 
you will need to drive the gift to Paramus.  Thank 

you for your generosity! 

 
 
Special Noon Mass 
All are welcome to Church of St. Mary, for the Third Saturday Recovery and 
Healing Mass on Saturday, December 21st, at 12:00 PM.  His Eminence, 
Archbishop Cardinal Tobin will be celebrating this special Mass, offered for the 
support, healing and recovery of those directly afflicted with a substance use 
disorder, as well as those affected by the abuse of alcohol and/or drugs.  An open 
support group, Meeting of Hope, will follow the Mass.  Refreshments will be 
served.  For information please call 201-768-7565.   

 

THIS WEEK AT 
ST. MARY PARISH 

 
 

December 15 – Sunday: 
Last day to return wrapped gifts to 
Advent Giving Tree 
9:00 AM – Student Choir Meet 
9:30 AM – Student Choir at Mass 
Christmas Pageant following 9:30 AM 
Mass 
10:30 AM – 11:50 AM – Religious Ed – 
Grades K – 6 
3:00 PM – Parish Choir meet 
4:00 PM – 5:00 PM – Carols by 
Candlelight – Church 
 

December 16 – Monday: 
Scrip Order being placed 
No – Prayer Shawl Ministry 
7:00 PM – Deanery Penance Service 
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM – Deepening the 
Journey – Fr. Kevin Cahill Room 
 

December 17 – Tuesday: 
3:30 PM – 5:00 PM – Religious Ed – 
Grades 6 – 7 
7:30 PM – 9:00 PM – Choir Rehearsal 
– Church 
 

December 18 – Wednesday: 
8:30 AM – 9:00 AM – Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament – Church 
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM – Morning 
Scripture Study – Fr. Kevin Cahill 
Room 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM – Evening 
Scripture Study – Fr. Kevin Cahill 
Room 
 

December 21 – Saturday: 
12:00 PM – AA Special Mass and 
Meeting – Church and Fr. Roger Troy 
Hall 
4:15 PM – 4:45 PM – Reconciliation 
Three Squares Ministry – Food 
Collection at all Masses – Food for 
Neighbors in Need 
 

December 22 – Sunday: 
Three Squares Ministry – Food 
Collection at all Masses – Food for 
Neighbors in Need 
11:15 AM – Parish Choir meet 
12:00 PM – Parish Choir at Mass 
 
 

 
 

Deanery Penance Service 
Join with Catholics and priests from 
the area to examine one’s 
conscience and experience God’s 
healing grace in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, Monday, December 
16th at 7:00 PM. 



ST. MARY PARISH WORSHIPPING SINCE 1911 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
 

Sunday, December 15th and Tuesday, December 17th will be the last day of 
classes before Christmas. 
 

Have a Joyous Christmas and a Happy and Blessed New Year   
 
 
Thank You . . .  
Bill Deegan for your wonderful talks on the Existence of God. 
 
Moritz Funeral Home for donating the 2020 calendars.  If you haven’t already 
taken one please do. 
 
Chris Hofmann for coordinating the Advent Giving Tree. 
 
Saint Mary’s shares a beautiful crèche!  Come by and offer a prayer or 
contemplate the love of this family, this Holy Family.  Legion Place and High 
Street. 
 

Thank you Bradley Burns, Bill Angresano and Lupardi Landscape for your good 
work.  We are all so appreciative! 
 
Apologies if we left anyone out! 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED                        

Travis Thomas Liberty Watkins 
 

John Koker 
 

 
 
Blue Christmas Service at Immaculate Conception Church, Norwood 
Blue, as in “the blues”.  As in “I am feeling blue.”  Not everyone is up and cheery 
for the Christmas holidays.  Many people find they have trouble feeling “in the 
spirit” of things, whether because of the recent death of a loved one, facing life 
after divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or some 
other disease that puts a question mark over the future, and a number of other 
human situations make parties and joviality painful for many people in our 
congregations and communities.  Our Blue Christmas Service is about being 
reflective, accepting where we really are, and holding out the healing and hope of 
Christ to those who might not find this to be the happiest time of year.  Friday, 
December 20th, at 7:30 PM, 211 Summit Street, Norwood.  For additional 
information please call the Immaculate Conception Rectory at 201-768-1600. 
 
 

Place Your Christmas Gift Order 
TODAY:  A Win for St. Mary’s! 
We will be placing an order for Scrip Gift Cards 
Monday morning, December 16th.  Scrip cards are 
prepaid cards, used like cash at many different 
stores, restaurants, gas stations, hotels, etc.  The 

Church of St. Mary receives a certain percentage of each card purchased (2% to 
15% or more depending on the card) and doesn’t cost you anything extra.  Please 
have your orders to us no later than 10:00 AM Monday.  Info and order forms can 
be found in the vestibules and on our website or you can setup an account online 
at www.ShopwithScrip.com (registration # is D84E6EB522L51) pay either by 
PrestoPay or check made out to Church of St. Mary.  If you don’t see a certain 
card on the list feel free to call, it may be available.  Contact Grace Ditzel at 
gditzel@stmarycloster.org or 201-768-7565 for further information. GIFT CARDS 
MAKE GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS!  This is the last order we will be placing 
before Christmas.  We will contact you when your order is available for pickup at 
the Rectory, usually Wednesday afternoon on.  

St. 
Mary’s 
Benefits 
from 
Amazon 
Smile 
Did you 
know 
your 
purchases can make a difference?  
AmazonSmile donates to St. Mary's 
Catholic Church when you do your 
holiday shopping at 
smile.amazon.com/ch/22-1512275. 
 
 
Student Choir:  A New Approach 
Every family's schedule is different, so 
we are making this as easy as 
possible with only ONE meeting time 
per week, that being on Sunday at 
9:00 AM, then the group just stays and 
sings for the Mass at 9:30 AM.  
Students in grades 3 are welcome to 
participate to learn about music, the 
Mass, service and to be with other 
students and families that want to 
learn the faith, love God and be the 
best that they can be. 
 

The group will sing again on Sunday, 
December 15th, meeting up at 9:00 
AM. 
 

Please see Mr. Louis Scarpa after 
any mass or send an E to 
ministry@stmarycloster.org to get 
involved "CHURCH!" 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Schedule 

 

Individual Confessions – every 
Saturday, 4:15 PM – 4:45 PM. 
 
Christmas Masses – 
 

Christmas Eve, Christmas Vigil 
Mass – 5:00 PM (with Children’s 
Choir and the Choir of St. Mary’s) 
and Solemn Mass during the night – 
10:00 PM. 
Christmas Day, 8:30 AM and 11:00 
AM. 
 
New Year’s Masses – Solemnity of 
Mary the Mother of God – 
 

New Year’s Eve. 5:00 PM and  
New Year’s Day, 10:00 AM. 
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How To Report Abuse 
The Archdiocese takes very 
seriously any and all allegations of 
sexual misconduct by members of 
the clergy, Religious and lay staff of 
the Archdiocese.  We encourage 
anyone with knowledge of an act of 
sexual misconduct to inform us 
immediately so we may take 
appropriate action to protect others 
and provide support to victims of 
sexual abuse. 
 

Individuals who wish to report an 
allegation of sexual misconduct may 
do so by calling the Archdiocesan 
Office of Child and Youth Protection 
at 201-407-3256. 
 
 
 

Ministries Contact information: 
 

Liturgical Ministries – (Eucharistic 
Minister, Lector, Altar Server, Choir) 
– Louis Scarpa –
ministry@stmarycloster.org or 201-
768-7565 
 

Religious Education – Gail 
Ferraiolo – 201-767-8247 
 

Homebound Ministry – call the 
rectory 
 

LWC – call the rectory 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry – Cathy 
Thornhill – 201-768-0722 
 

Deepening the Journey – Emily 
and Lars Kirkegard – 
emlars@optonline.net 
 

Men’s Cornerstone – Dave Reeves 
– reeves_costas@msn.com or 551-
206-5284 
 

Women’s Cornerstone – call the 
rectory 
 

Morning Scripture Study – Dave 
Reeves – reeves_costas@msn.com 
or 551-206-5284 
 

Evening Scripture Study – call the 
rectory 
 

Knights of Columbus – John 
Hernandez – 201-768-8871 or 
jah21344@aol.com 
 

Three Squares Ministry – Louis 
Scarpa – ministry@stmarycloster.org 
or 201-768-7565 
 

Family Promise Working 
Homeless Sheltering Program – 
St. Mary’s Coordinator Erne Linn – 
call the rectory 



Dear Parishioners,

Sacramental Life
 

Social Concerns

Parish Life

Spiritual Life

prayerfully 

Pastor



Ways to Give

-

. 

Whatsoever I Thankfully Receive, As A Token Of God’s Love To Me, I Part With Contentedly 
As A Token Of My Love To Him. – Theophilus Gale



•   WATERPROOFING & FINISHING

•   FOUNDATION PROBLEMS

•   HUMIDITY & MOLD CONTROL

•   NASTY CRAWL SPACES

NY Lic # 1274423 • NJHIC#  13VH01833300

Contact us for a FREE ESTIMATE!

866-588-8317
BasementRepairNJ.com

WET BASEMENT?

Divorce, alimony, custody, parenting time, equitable distribution, post-
judgment matters, domestic violence, mediation and arbitration.  

887 Kinderkamack Road • River Edge, New Jersey 07661

Call or email for a free consultation
201-967-5060 • 

STACEY L. MILLER, ESQ. Divorce and Family Lawyer

 

BECKER
FUNERAL 

HOME

201-664-0292
219 Kinderkamack Road

Westwood, NJ 07675

Martin O. Seitz
Manager N.J. Lic. No. 3889
Thomas G. Polito
Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4268
Jennifer Tapia

Advanced Planning Director 
N.J. Lic. No. 4821

017D (JR) - St. Mary, Closter FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

JAMES V. CRIMMINS 
& SONS

Landscaping Contractors
(201) 768-4343

Closter, N.J. 07624

Professional Services ~ Quality Installation
24 Hour Emergency Service

Whalen & Ives, Inc.
Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors

13VH00297000                 201-784-3330
PLEASE NOTE: Appearance of an ad in this parish 
bulletin does not constitute an endorsement of, or 
agreement with that service or individual." 

~ ST. MARY'S CHURCH

MORITZ FUNERAL HOME
Mark Dankiewicz, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4733 

Peter Dankiewicz, Director, NJ Lic. No. 4762 · Walter Dankiewicz, NJ Lic. No. 3245

348 Closter Dock Road
Closter, N.J. 07624

(201) 768-4200 ~ Family Owned Funeral Home By The Dankiewicz Family ~

98 Route 303 South
Tappan, N.Y. 10983

(845) 359-0890

P i z z i  F u n e r a l  H o m e
120 PARIS AVENUE · NORTHVALE, NJ  07647                                                                                   TEL: 201-767-3050 · FAX: 201-768-6680pizzifuneralhome.com

Michael Pizzi, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4176
Anthony R. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 3130

Joyce M. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 3962
Robert T. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 5020

L
L

C

Callahan
Jewelers

768-6136
220 Closter Dock Road

Closter

~ Family Owned & Operated  ~

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

492 N Franklin Tpk • Ramsey, NJ       201-327-8003
www.donboscoprep.org

FALL OPEN 
HOUSES
for Prospective & 
Transfer Students

Thursday, September 26th 6:30PM-8:30PM
Sunday, October 27th 1:00PM-3:00PM

(preceded by 12:00pm Mass)


