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ST. MARY PARISH WORSHIPPING SINCE 1911 
 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28 – 
Is. 63: 16b-17, 19b; 64: 2-7; 1 Cor. 1: 3-9; Mk. 13: 33-37 
 

 5:00 PM Paul and Marie Vecchio 
  req. by the Bertelloni Family 
 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 – 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is. 63: 16b-17, 19b; 64: 2-7; 1 Cor. 1: 3-9; Mk. 13: 33-37 
 

 8:30 AM Joseph DiBlasio / req. by Veronica Ross 
 11:00 AM Richard Flammer / req. by Mary Flammer 
 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 – ST. ANDREW, APOSTLE 
Rom. 10: 9-18; Mt. 4: 18-22 
 

 8:00 AM Mike Richiardone 
  req. by Thom and Grace Calaro 
 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 – ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Is. 11: 1-10; Lk. 10: 21-24 
 

   8:00 AM  Oscar “Bud” Rauch 
  req. by John and Canice Cristofoletti 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 – ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Is. 25: 6-10a; Mt. 15: 29-37 
 

 8:00 AM Travis Watkins / req. by Mom, Cody and Sky 
 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 – 
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER, PRIEST 
Is. 26: 1-6; Mt. 7: 21, 24-27 
 

 8:00 AM Rose M. Lotterman 
  req. by Thom and Grace Calabro 
 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 – ST. JOHN DAMASCENE, 
PRIEST AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
Is. 29: 17-24; Mt. 9: 27-31 
 

 8:00 AM Travis Watkins / req. by Ken and Judy Griffin 
 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 – 
Is. 40: 1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt. 3: 8-14; Mk. 1: 1-8 
 

 5:00 PM Joseph DiBlasio 
  req. by Thom and Grace Calabro 
 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 – 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is. 40: 1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt. 3: 8-14; Mk. 1: 1-8 
 

 8:30 AM Vincent and Mary Cantarella 
  req. by Camille Cantarella 
 11:00 AM Joe DiBlasio / req. by Mary Corrigan 
 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
Blessed Virgin Mary Candle – Intentions of Jean E. 
Walsh, req. by Mary Berrian and Grace Calabro. 

            

 
 

ANNOUNCED SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
Weekly offerings of: Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Blessed 
Virgin Mary Candle and Sanctuary Candle are available the 
remainder of the 2020 and throughout 2021. 
 

This can be arranged either by calling Grace at the rectory 
at 201-768-7565 and leaving a message or sending an e-
mail to gditzel@stmarycloster.org. 
 

From the Pastor 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

I hope and pray you all had a blessed, happy, and safe 
Thanksgiving Day.  In light of all of the events of the past 
year, we still have so much to be thankful for.  May all 
mighty God continue to watch over us all as we bring this 
liturgical year to a close and enter into the season of 
Advent. 
 

Speaking of Advent, today begins this joyful season of 
anticipation and waiting for the return of the Lord at the end 
of time and at Christmas.  The Advent season is two-fold, 
the early days of Advent look ahead, to the end of time, 
when Jesus will return with His angels in all His glory.  
When will that be?  We do not know the day or the time, 
but, we do know that Jesus will return just as He was taken 
from us at the Ascension.  We profess that in the creed 
each week when we say “He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom with have 
no end”. 
 

During the later days of Advent, beginning on December 
17th, we look back into the historical coming of Jesus two 
thousand years ago.  It is in these days which we hear the 
wonderful readings from St. Matthew and St. Luke 
concerning the birth of the Christ child.  We hear of 
Elizabeth and Joachim, the birth of John the Baptist, the 
angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that she will be the 
Mother of God.  So many wonderful scripture passages we 
only hear once a year reminding us of the infinite love of 
God for each of us.  Let us pray that these joy filled days of 
looking forward and looking back at our salvation history will 
help us through these dark days of winter and look forward 
to a world free on the virus which has affected us all. 
 

Sincerely in the Lord, 
 

Fr. Joe 
 
 

 
 
 

Pray for the Sick 
George Abad, Irene Abad, Joseph Louis Abad, 

DerlyCuervo, Lee Ann Davito, Lisa Deegan, 
Frank Forte, Hebert Gutierrez, Amy Hartwell, Ed Koch, 

Sr. Dominic Marie McDonnell, Joseph Miele, 
Carol Munkins, David O’Hanlon, John Pagano, 

Alicia Parent, Joan Pinto, Richard Pinto, 
Maureen Rifkind, Fran Semler, Sasha 

 

 
 

 
 

Prayer List 
If you would like to either add a name to or have a name 
removed from our prayer list please e-mail 
gditzel@stmarycloster.org or call the rectory at 201-768-
7565.  To add a name you must have the permission of the 
person or their family. 
 

mailto:gditzel@stmarycloster.org.
mailto:gditzel@stmarycloster.org
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Thank you 
from the 
Closter Food 
Pantry 

  
 
 
 
 
 
\ 

 
 
The Closter Food Pantry sincerely thanks the parishioners of St. Mary's for their 
support of the Pantry's Thanksgiving Food Drive.  In a few short weeks, you, the 
parishioners, donated over 300 items, covering all of the Thanksgiving basics!  
 
Thank you for helping us to serve those in need in our community.  Please know 
Thanksgiving celebrations will be a bit brighter for these families thanks to your 
generosity. 
 
 

 
Preparing for Advent –  
 
Special Advent E-Mail Series 
Observe the 26 days of Advent 2020 with Advent A to Z.  This special e-mail 
series will explore seasonal themes following the alphabet for inspiration.  
Featured authors include Jane Knuth, Christopher de Vinck, and Vinita Hampton 
Wright.  
 
Sign up to receive the daily messages from the First Sunday of Advent, November 
29th, through Christmas.  The messages will come from the Year in Our Church 
from Loyola Press. 
 
To sign up click on the link.  
 
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/sacred-
advent-a-to-z-series/ 

 
Stabilizing the Sunday 
Collection 
St. Mary's, like your household, 
must count on a steady and 
predictable income to pay the bills.  
Our Sunday collections fluctuate 
greatly due to vacations, inclement 
weather, etc.  It is difficult to the 
budget and provide for ministry 
under these circumstances.  And 
we sometimes simply forget to 
make-up our offering because, 
well, life gets busy.  Please 
consider making your offering to 
St. Mary's through egiving or bank 
transfer.  A number of parishioners 
are using St. Mary's Parishgiving 
platform.  It's secure and 
convenient and costs the donor 
nothing. Just go online, sign-up 
and indicate your offering.  You 
may even get "points" on your 
rewards credit card for doing so!  
You can also have your transfer 
the funds directly.  Simply 
visit stmarycloster.org and follow 
the link to Parishgiving.  Thank you 
to our dedicated and generous 
parishioners who make ministry 
possible at St. Mary's. 
 
 

 

SECOND COLLECTION 
Next weekend, December 5th and 
6th the second collection is for the 
Archdiocesan Assessment. 

________________________ 
 

Why the ASSESSMENT 
COLLECTION? 

Each parish of the Archdiocese of 
Newark (RCAN), to which St. Mary’s 
belongs, is assessed a percentage 
of regular donations and rental 
income. Donations to St. Mary, such 
as the Sunday collection, are 
assessed at 14%. RCAN uses these 
assessed funds to operate the 
chancery and help subsidize 
charitable works.  The 
ASESSSMENT COLLECTION helps 
St. Mary’s cover some of the monies 
due to RCAN.  Thank you again for 
supporting St. Mary’s and helping 
RCAN provide assistance beyond 
our doors. 
 

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/advent/sacred-
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Advent Giving Tree  
Our parish Advent Giving Tree will be supporting Family 
Promise of Bergen County this year.  Unfortunately, 
because of Covid 19 restrictions they will only be 
accepting Gift Cards.  Fortunately, this can be a benefit 
to St. Mary’s because you can order the Gift Cards from 
us without paying a fee and we receive a percentage 

from the sale of the gift card.  (See info below).  This can also be a benefit to you 
because you will not have to go shopping.  Please take a gift tag off of our tree, as 
many as you would like.  Order from Grace or get the GC yourself.  Please return 
all Gift Cards to the Rectory by Monday, December 13th so we can get them to 
Family Promise to be distributed to those in need for them to have a Happy and 
Blessed Christmas. 
 
We will also be supporting the Closter PBA 32nd Annual Toy Drive.  So please 
put new unwrapped toys under the tree in church on or before December 13th. 
 
 
 

Plan Ahead - Get Your Christmas Gift 
Order Ready:  A Win for St. Mary’s! 
We will be placing an order for Scrip Gift Cards 
Monday morning, December 7th.  Scrip cards are 
prepaid cards, used like cash at many different stores, 
restaurants, gas stations, hotels, etc.  The Church of 

St. Mary receives a certain percentage of each card purchased (2% to 15% or 
more depending on the card) and doesn’t cost you anything extra.  Please have 
your orders to us no later than 10:00 AM Monday, December 7th.  Info and order 
forms can be found on our website or you can setup an account online at 
www.ShopwithScrip.com (registration # is D84E6EB522L51) pay either by 
PrestoPay or check made out to Church of St. Mary.  If you don’t see a certain 
card on the list feel free to call, it may be available.  Contact Grace Ditzel at 
gditzel@stmarycloster.org or 201-768-7565 for further information. GIFT CARDS 
MAKE GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS!  We will be placing this order so you will have 
your cards in plenty of time for gift giving.  We will contact you when your order is 
available for pickup at the Rectory, usually Wednesday afternoon on.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
St. Mary’s Benefits from Amazon Smile 
 

AMAZON SMILE – You Shop.  Amazon Gives. 
 

Did you know your purchases can make a difference?  Same low prices and 
selection as amazon.com.  AmazonSmile will donate a portion of your purchase 
to our parish, St. Mary's Catholic Church when you do your shopping at 
smile.amazon.com/ch/22-1512275. 
 

You can use your existing Amazon account or, if you’re a new user, easily 
create one. 

First Holy Communion 
Preparation 
Children usually receive Eucharist 
for the first time around age seven. 
In the Archdiocese of Newark it is a  
two year process. If you have a child 
in need of the sacraments of 
Penance and First Holy Communion 
he/she should be registered as soon 
as possible. Go to St. Mary’s website 
to register online or call 201-767-
8247 to leave a message and we will 
return your call.  
 

Arrangements for older children in 
need of these sacraments can be 
made by calling the Religious 
Education Office at the number 
already provided. 
 
 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation – 
by Appointment 
Please contact Fr. Joe at the 
Rectory at 201-768-7565. 
 

Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms 
Please contact the parish office at 
201-768-7565. 
 
 

 
Moving?  Change of Address?  
New Phone Number?  E-Mail 
Address 
If you are registered in the parish 
and moved or are moving please let 
us know.  Also, if you have changed 
your phone number or your e-mail 
address or if we don’t have one on 
file for you please let Grace Ditzel 
know at gditzel@stmarycloster.org, 
so we can keep our records current.  
We send out an e-mail blast 
approximately once a week to keep 
you updated with the parish.  Thank 
you for your help. 
 
 
Sacrament Certificate 
Requests 
For various reasons there are times 
when one needs to obtain a new 
current Baptism, First Eucharist, 
Confirmation, or Marriage Certificate.  
When doing so please allow the 
office at least two weeks time.  
Thank you. 

http://www.ShopwithScrip.com
mailto:gditzel@stmarycloster.org
mailto:gditzel@stmarycloster.org,
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December Food Collection 
St. Mary’s will accept donations of food through December 13th to provide fixings 
for Christmas Dinner for neighbors served by the Closter Food Pantry!  To ensure 
a variety of non-perishable items, we ask you to shop according to your last name.  
We cannot accept donations of expired food, perishable food or frozen 
turkeys, and request that your donations are store bought due to Covid.  Please 
bring the items to the church vestibules Saturdays from 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM and 
Sundays 8:00 AM until 12 Noon. 
 

If your name begins with: 
 
A – G 

Pasta, baked beans, beans of any kind – pinto, black, cannellini, etc. 
Hearty soups in cans / cups / raamen 
 
H – L 
Salad dressing (Italian, cream Italian, balsamic vinegar, ranch, blue cheese) 
Soda 
Juice 
Cake mixes and frosting 
 
M – R 
Canned tuna / chicken / Vienna sausages / sardines 
Packets of mashed potatoes (family sized packets also welcome) 
 
S - Z 
Granola bars 
Holiday napkins and paper plates 
Mac and cheese (cups or boxed) 
Holiday chocolates 
 
 
 
 
Keep Up on Parish & Community Announcements 
The parish sends an informative weekly email blast with pertinent spiritual, social 
and community announcements.  Send St. Mary's your email address today and 
be added to the blast.  You can opt out at any time.  Send an e-mail 
to gditzel@stmarycloster.org to be kept in the loop.   
 
 
Make the Mission Possible . . . 
by sending your offering via parishgiving.org or mailing in.  The fixed expenses for 
St. Mary’s remain despite the suspension of some ministries.  Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness and generosity. 
 
 
How To Report Abuse 
The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all allegations of sexual misconduct 
by members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese.  We 
encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform us 
immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect others and provide 
support to victims of sexual abuse. 
 
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by 
calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at 201-407-3256. 

When it comes to Mass, here 
are eight things to remember 
1.  Dispensation from Sunday Mass 
Obligation remains in effect for all 
Catholics of the Archdiocese 
 

2.  Diocesan Liturgical Directives 
remain in effect 
 

3.  Wear a mask properly 
 

4.  Wash your hands often 
 

5.  Keep social distance 
 

6.  Stay home if not well or at risk 
 

7.  Observe church capacity limits 
 

8.  Love and respect each other by 
keeping safe! 
 
 
 
 
Remote Religious Education 
Religious Education learning will be 
conducted remotely until January, 
2021 as per the Archdiocese of 
Newark. Saint Mary's is well-
prepared to do so thanks to Maria 
Matos, Joseph Greey and our 
catechists. 
 

The Religious Education program is 
responsible for teaching and the 
enrichment of the children and youth 
of the parish family, which includes 
preparing them to receive the 
sacraments. 
 

Objectives 
1. To foster a potential encounter 
with Jesus Christ through teaching. 
 

2. To teach the Doctrine of the 
Catholic Church by using a variety of 
teaching modules. 
 

3. To encourage children and youth 
to live a Catholic Christian way of 
life, inspiring them to live a life of 
ministry and service. 
 

Religious Education is a life long 
learning process. However, each 
child who is registered is expected to 
complete the full 8 year process to 
be formed as a disciple of Jesus. 
 
 

mailto:gditzel@stmarycloster.org
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