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MASS INTENTIONS 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 – 
Is. 40: 1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt. 3: 8-14; Mk. 1: 1-8 
 

 5:00 PM Joseph DiBlasio 
  req. by Thom and Grace Calabro 
 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 – 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is. 40: 1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt. 3: 8-14; Mk. 1: 1-8 
 

 8:30 AM Vincent and Mary Cantarella 
  req. by Camille Cantarella 
 11:00 AM Joe DiBlasio / req. by Mary Corrigan 
 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7 – ST. AMBROSE, BISHOP AND 
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
Is. 35: 1-10; Lk. 5: 17-26 
 

 8:00 AM Marianne K. Grubauer 
  req. by the Kleine-Micheletto Families 
 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 – THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Gn. 3: 9-15, 20; Eph. 1: 3-6, 11-12; Lk. 1: 26-38 
 

   8:00 AM  All Parishioners – Living and Deceased 
   7:30 PM  Robert Rosato / req. by Louis Scarpa 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 – ST. JUAN DIEGO 
CUAUHTLATOATZIN 
Is. 40: 25-31; Mt. 11: 28-30 
 

 8:00 AM Joseph Vecchio / req. by the Grieco Family 
 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 – ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Is. 41: 13-20; Mt. 11: 11-15 
 

 8:00 AM Antonio Casaccio 
  req. by Erne and Tony Linn 
 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11 – ST. DAMASUS I, POPE 
Is. 18: 17-19; Mt. 11: 16-19 
 

 8:00 AM Mary, James and Andrew Piccione 
  req. by Mary & Bruno Macchiavelli and Family 
 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 – 
Is. 61: 1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thes. 5: 16-24; Jn. 1: 6-8, 19-28 
 

 5:00 PM Jim Walsh / req. by Thom and Grace Calabro 
 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 – 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is. 61: 1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thes. 5: 16-24; Jn. 1: 6-8, 19-28 
 

 8:30 AM Charles Pepe 
  req. by the Evening Scripture Study 
 11:00 AM Catherine and Anthony Conetta 
  req. by Camille Cantarella 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCED SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
Weekly offerings of: Altar Bread, Altar Wine, Blessed 
Virgin Mary Candle and Sanctuary Candle are available the 
remainder of 2020 and throughout 2021. 
 

This can be arranged either by calling Grace at the rectory 
at 201-768-7565 and leaving a message or sending an e-
mail to gditzel@stmarycloster.org. 
 

From the Pastor 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Happy 2nd Sunday of Advent.  I hope and pray that 
everyone is staying safe and preparing for the coming 
holidays in a joy filled and safe way. 
 

This coming Tuesday is the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception.  It is a holy day of obligation and the 
Immaculate Conception is the patroness of the United 
States.  In light of the current situation our nation and our 
world is experiencing, we can and should all turn to Mary 
and pray for her protection and for an end to the 
pandemic.  As we head into the Christmas season, we 
hear of all the concerns about the spread of the virus, 
please know we sanitize our church daily and our 
Christmas Mass schedule will follow all the guidelines 
set forth by the state and the archdiocese. 
 

As of this writing, our Christmas mass schedule is the 
following:  Christmas eve at 5:00 PM and Christmas day 
at 8:30 AM and 11:00 AM.  It can and will be adjusted as 
the state and archdiocese require.  We will keep you 
posted if any additional masses will be added to current 
schedule for the purpose of social distancing. 
 

As we continue on our Advent journey towards 
Christmas, may the good Lord bless you and keep you 
safe. 
 

Sincerely in the Lord, 
 

Fr. Joe 
 
 

 
 
 

Pray for the Sick 
George Abad, Irene Abad, Joseph Louis Abad, 

DerlyCuervo, Lee Ann Davito, Lisa Deegan, 
Frank Forte, Hebert Gutierrez, Amy Hartwell, Ed Koch, 

Sr. Dominic Marie McDonnell, Joseph Miele, 
Carol Munkins, David O’Hanlon, John Pagano, 

Alicia Parent, Joan Pinto, Richard Pinto, 
Maureen Rifkind, Fran Semler, Sasha 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer List 
If you would like to either add a name to or have a name 
removed from our prayer list please e-mail 
gditzel@stmarycloster.org or call the rectory at 201-768-
7565.  To add a name you must have the permission of the 
person or their family. 
 
 

 
 
 

SECOND COLLECTION 
Next weekend, December 12th and 13th the second 
collection is for the Retirement Collection for the Religious. 
 

mailto:gditzel@stmarycloster.org.
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From Maria Matos, 
Religious Education 
Coordinator  
St. Mary's gives a heartfelt 
thanks to our catechists for 
their dedication to this faith 
formation program.  Our 

catechists are under extreme pressure but continue to do such a wonderful 
job sharing their faith with our grade communities.  They are learning new 
programs, creating pre-recorded sessions, Google Forms, powerpoint 
presentations, etc., while still being spouses, parents, and juggling careers.  
Their desire to help all of the children has made my new position a satisfying 
experience.  Below, please read some of the comments from a recent survey 
sent to Religious Education families and join me in praying for our catechists that 
they continue to be filled with the Holy Spirit.  
 

I think that St Mary’s is making the best of a tough situation as it relates to 
religious education. I would like to thank the teachers for all of their hard work 
and dedication in providing religious education to the children. It’s a blessing to 
have such wonderful people in the parish volunteering their time. I pray that we 
are at a point where we can go back to in person learning (as I do with normal 
school) because it is difficult for the kids to truly learn virtually. That being said I 
feel as though my children are growing spiritually through their participation. 
  

Mr. Kenny is doing an excellent job selecting short videos that help the students 
understand the message of the week. I like the way the virtual program is 
structured because it allows me to sit with my child and engage in a discussion 
based on the videos. 
  

I feel everyone is doing the best they can, considering the circumstances we are 
all in. 
  

You are all doing a fabulous job. Dr. LePree puts together amazing slideshows. 
It must take so much of his time. We look through them together. They are 
excellent. Thank you for your time. 
 
 
Update on Buildings and Grounds Maintenance and Repairs 
Church/Rectory boiler needed work because church had no heat and rectory heat 
was intermittent:  $2,435.00.  School service call no heat $145.00 (thermostat was 
set wrong). 
 

Exit signs in church were out.  Was determined they were only plugged in to an 
outlet.  Had them rewired to be up to code, also replaced battery and reset timer 
for church front lights:  $607.00 
 

Church gutters and part of roof cleaned of branches and leaves:  $240.00. 
 

The locust trees on both side of church are causing much damage to the church 
roof (roof is on our list to be replaced, estimated cost $75,000.00).  We need to 
have trees cut down.  Cost:  $2,785.00. 
 

The three planting boxes in the parking lot are in need of repairs.  Many of the 
railroad ties are damaged or just breaking apart.  We are getting estimates to have 
this taken care of. 
 

Convent:  Many different organizations, builders and realtors looking at the 
convent but nothing yet. 
 
 
 

Keep Up on Parish & Community Announcements 
The parish sends an informative weekly email blast with pertinent spiritual, social 
and community announcements.  Send St. Mary's your email address today and 
be added to the blast.  You can opt out at any time.  Send an e-mail 
to gditzel@stmarycloster.org to be kept in the loop.   

Stabilizing the Sunday 
Collection 
St. Mary's, like your household, 
must count on a steady and 
predictable income to pay the bills.  
Our Sunday collections fluctuate 
greatly due to vacations, inclement 
weather, etc.  It is difficult to the 
budget and provide for ministry 
under these circumstances.  And 
we sometimes simply forget to 
make-up our offering because, 
well, life gets busy.  Please 
consider making your offering to 
St. Mary's through egiving or bank 
transfer.  A number of parishioners 
are using St. Mary's Parishgiving 
platform.  It's secure and 
convenient and costs the donor 
nothing. Just go online, sign-up 
and indicate your offering.  You 
may even get "points" on your 
rewards credit card for doing so!  
You can also have your transfer 
the funds directly.  Simply 
visit stmarycloster.org and follow 
the link to Parishgiving.  Thank you 
to our dedicated and generous 
parishioners who make ministry 
possible at St. Mary's. 
 
 

St. 
Mary’s 
Benefits 
from 
Amazon 
Smile 

 

AMAZON SMILE – You Shop.  
Amazon Gives. 
 

Did you know your purchases can 
make a difference?  Same low 
prices and selection as 
amazon.com.  AmazonSmile will 
donate a portion of your purchase to 
our parish, St. Mary's Catholic 
Church when you do your shopping 
at smile.amazon.com/ch/22-
1512275. 
 

You can use your existing Amazon 
account or, if you’re a new user, 
easily create one. 

mailto:gditzel@stmarycloster.org
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Advent Giving Tree  
Our parish Advent Giving Tree will be supporting Family 
Promise of Bergen County this year.  Unfortunately, 
because of Covid 19 restrictions they will only be 
accepting Gift Cards.  Fortunately, this can be a benefit 
to St. Mary’s because you can order the Gift Cards from 
us without paying a fee and we receive a percentage 

from the sale of the gift card.  (See info below).  This can also be a benefit to you 
because you will not have to go shopping.  Please take a gift tag off of our tree, as 
many as you would like.  Order from Grace or get the GC yourself.  Please return 
all Gift Cards to the Rectory by Monday, December 13th so we can get them to 
Family Promise to be distributed to those in need for them to have a Happy and 
Blessed Christmas. 
 
We will also be supporting the Closter PBA 32nd Annual Toy Drive.  So please 
put new unwrapped toys under the tree in church on or before December 13th. 
 

Plan Ahead - Get Your Christmas Gift 
Order Ready:  A Win for St. Mary’s! 
We will be placing an order for Scrip Gift Cards 
Monday morning, December 7th.  Scrip cards are 
prepaid cards, used like cash at many different stores, 
restaurants, gas stations, hotels, etc.  The Church of 

St. Mary receives a certain percentage of each card purchased (2% to 15% or 
more depending on the card) and doesn’t cost you anything extra.  Please have 
your orders to us no later than 10:00 AM Monday, December 7th.  Info and order 
forms can be found on our website or you can setup an account online at 
www.ShopwithScrip.com (registration # is D84E6EB522L51) pay either by 
PrestoPay or check made out to Church of St. Mary.  If you don’t see a certain 
card on the list feel free to call, it may be available.  Contact Grace Ditzel at 
gditzel@stmarycloster.org or 201-768-7565 for further information. GIFT CARDS 
MAKE GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFTS!  We will be placing this order so you will have 
your cards in plenty of time for gift giving.  We will contact you when your order is 
available for pickup at the Rectory, usually Wednesday afternoon on.  
 
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation – 
by Appointment 
Please contact Fr. Joe at the 
Rectory at 201-768-7565. 
 

Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms 
Please contact the parish office at 
201-768-7565. 
 
 

 
When it comes to Mass, here 
are eight things to remember 
1.  Dispensation from Sunday Mass 
Obligation remains in effect for all 
Catholics of the Archdiocese 
 

2.  Diocesan Liturgical Directives 
remain in effect 
 

3.  Wear a mask properly 
 

4.  Wash your hands often 
 

5.  Keep social distance 
 

6.  Stay home if not well or at risk 
 

7.  Observe church capacity limits 
 

8.  Love and respect each other by 
keeping safe! 
 
 
 
How To Report Abuse 
The Archdiocese takes very 
seriously any and all allegations of 
sexual misconduct by members of 
the clergy, Religious and lay staff of 
the Archdiocese.  We encourage 
anyone with knowledge of an act of 
sexual misconduct to inform us 
immediately so that we may take 
appropriate action to protect others 
and provide support to victims of 
sexual abuse. 
 
Individuals who wish to report an 
allegation of sexual misconduct may 
do so by calling the Archdiocesan 
Office of Child and Youth Protection 
at 201-407-3256. 
 

 
Make the Mission Possible . . . 
by sending your offering via 
parishgiving.org or mailing in.  The 
fixed expenses for St. Mary’s remain 
despite the suspension of some 
ministries.  Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness and generosity. 

http://www.ShopwithScrip.com
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December Food Collection 
St. Mary’s will accept donations of food through December 13th to provide fixings for 
Christmas Dinner for neighbors served by the Closter Food Pantry!  To ensure a 
variety of non-perishable items, we ask you to shop according to your last name.  We 
cannot accept donations of expired food, perishable food or frozen turkeys, and 
request that your donations are store bought due to Covid.  Please bring the items to 
the church vestibules Saturdays from 4:30 PM – 6:00 PM and Sundays 8:00 AM until 
12 Noon. 
 

If your name begins with: 
 

A – G 
Pasta, baked beans, beans of any kind – pinto, black, cannellini, etc. 
Hearty soups in cans / cups / raamen 
 

H – L 
Salad dressing (Italian, cream Italian, balsamic vinegar, ranch, blue cheese) 
Soda 
Juice 
Cake mixes and frosting 
 

M – R 
Canned tuna / chicken / Vienna sausages / sardines 
Packets of mashed potatoes (family sized packets also welcome) 
 

S - Z 
Granola bars 
Holiday napkins and paper plates 
Mac and cheese (cups or boxed) 
Holiday chocolates 
 
 
Our Confirmation students serving others 
Even with the Covid restrictions, our Confirmation students are finding ways to serve 
others and experience Corporal Works of Mercy.  These Confirmandi collected items 
for the Thanksgiving Food Drive, Three Squares Ministry, and Eva's Village.  Please 
join me in praying for the following children as they did an amazing job collecting 
donations from family, friends, and neighbors safely. 
 

Alexa Baker, Peter Connolly, Mia-Simone Tavares, Jacob Tingson, Matthew Cagiao, 
Riley Houck, Tyler and Vanessa Ho, Sophia DeVincenzo, Skylar Toddings, Priya 
Bhagat, Sara Cagney, Francesca Casagrande, Jonathan Hefter 
 

And, if there is anyone else that I mistakenly did not mention, please know that our 
gratitude and prayers extend to you as well. 
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