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For God is the  
King of  all the  
earth; sing to  
Him a psalm  
of  praise.  

P SAL M  4 7 :7  

Feast of Christ the King 



 

ST. MARY PARISH WORSHIPPING SINCE 1911 
 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20 – 
 

Dn. 7: 13-14; Rv. 1: 5-8; Jn. 18: 33b-37 
 

 5:00 PM Catherine Conetta / req. by Camille Cantarella 
 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21 – 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
 

Dn. 7: 13-14; Rv. 1: 5-8; Jn. 18: 33b-37 
 

 8:30 AM All Parishioners – Living and Deceased 
 11:00 AM Fran Semler 
  req. by Our Lady of Grace Prayer Group 
 

 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22 – 
ST. CECILIA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR 
 

Dn. 1: 1-6, 8-20; Lk. 21: 1-4 
 

 8:00 AM All Souls in Purgatory 
  req. by the Menezes Family 
 

 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 – ST. CLEMENT I, POPE AND 
MARTYR; ST. COLUMBAN, ABBOT; BLESSED MIGUEL 
AGUSTIN PRO, PRIEST AND MARTYR 
 

Dn. 2: 31-45; Lk. 21: 5-11 
 

   8:00 AM  Lorraine Lupardi / req. by Mona Grbic 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 – ST. ANDREW DUNG-
LAC, PRIEST, AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS 
 

Dn. 5: 1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28; Lk. 21: 12-19 
 

 8:00 AM Joseph Sekerak / req. by Margaret Sekerak 
 

 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25 – ST. CATHERINE OF 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR 
THANKSGIVING DAY 
 

Dn. 6: 12-28; Lk. 21: 20-28 
 

 9:00 AM In Thanksgiving 
 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26 – WEEKDAY 
 

Dn. 7: 2-14; Lk. 21: 29-33 
 

 8:00 AM Barbara Thomas 
  req. by Donna and Brian Horan 
 

 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27 – 
 

Jer. 33: 14-16; 1 Thes. 3: 12- 4: 2; Lk. 21: 25-28, 34-36 
 

 5:00 PM All Parishioners – Living and Deceased 
 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28 –  
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Jer. 33: 14-16; 1 Thes. 3: 12- 4: 2; Lk. 21: 25-28, 34-36 
 

 8:30 AM James F. Ahern / req. by Mary Lau 
 11:00 AM Dick Flammer / req. by Mary Flammer 
 

 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

Blessed Virgin Mary Candle – In memory of 
Fran Semler, req. by Sue Brueck. 

Sanctuary Candle – For the intentions of the Rogan, Olsen 
and Gardner Families, req. by Sue Brueck. 

 

From the Pastor 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

Happy feast day of Jesus Christ, king of the universe.  With 
this feast, we bring the liturgical year to a close and ready 
ourselves to begin the season of Advent next weekend.  And 
that can only mean one thing, Christmas is not far behind! 
 

But, not only do we celebrate the feast of Jesus Christ, king of 
the universe, but also this week we celebrate a wonderful day 
in which we are all called to give thanks to Almighty God for 
the many, many, things in our lives in which we are thankful 
for.  When thinking back from the Thanksgiving Day of 2020, I 
think we can all be thankful for the progress.  It is not over nor 
is it something we can ignore.  But we can all do our share in 
keeping ourselves and our loved ones safe during the holiday 
season.  May this Thanksgiving day be a day when we can all 
say Thank You to God for the many blessings we have 
received.  We will celebrate Mass on Thanksgiving morning at 
9:00 AM.  Please join us to celebrate the Eucharist (which 
means “thanksgiving”).  There is no better way than to begin 
this special day by saying Thank You to our heavenly Father. 
 

Below is a “Thanksgiving Prayer” for you to use as you gather 
with family and friends to share your thanksgiving dinner. 
 

Sincerely in the Lord, 
 

Fr. Joe 
 
 

Prayer for the Thanksgiving 
Father all-powerful, your gifts of love are countless and 
your goodness infinite.  On Thanksgiving Day we come 
before you with gratitude for your kindness:  open our 

hearts to concern for our fellow men and women, so that 
we may share your gifts in loving service. 

 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
 
Prayer List 
If you would like to add a name to or have a name 
removed from our prayer list please e-mail 
gditzel@stmarycloster.org or call the rectory at 201-768-
7565.  To add a name you must have the permission of 
the person or their family. 
 

 

 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Amy Hartwell, Thomas Kelly, 
Sr. Dominic Marie McDonnell, 

John Pagano, Alicia Parent, Ed Rogan, 
Baby Luke Totaro, Marianne Tracey 

 



 

ST. MARY PARISH WORSHIPPING SINCE 1911 
 

 
 

SECOND COLLECTION 
 

Next weekend, November 27th and 28th the second collection is for Repairs and 
Maintenance. 

 
 

______________________________ 
 
 
 

Why the MAINTENANCE COLLECTION? 
The monthly MAINTENANCE COLLECTION funds the regular upkeep of St. Mary’s 
physical plant:  school, former convent, rectory, church and grounds.  Our buildings 
are certainly not “new” and we have a responsibility to maintain these resources 
untrusted to us.  Donations to this collection are “restricted” and are not subject to 
the 14% assessment by the Archdiocese.  Thank you for being good caretakers of 
our spiritual home, St. Mary’s. 
 

 
 
Faith Formation News 
 

Good day parishioners, 
 

I would like to thank all of our wonderful parishioners who so generously gave to our 
Thanksgiving Food Drive on the 13th and 14th.  As you can see from the picture 
which only shows some of the donations, we had quite a haul to the Closter Food 
Pantry. 
  

 
 

I hope you got a chance to say hello to our Confirmation candidates, Nick, Gemma, 
Anthony, Lila, George, and Emily at one of the masses.  I would like to say thank 
you to all of the candidates, especially Emily Herger who created the beautiful flier.  I 
would be remiss if I did not also thank the three parents that helped the candidates 
by driving all the donations to the pantry.  It was a wonderful, blessed event. 
 

Let us all continue to pray for those that are less fortunate and struggle with putting 
food on the table.  For "whatsoever you do to the least of your brothers and sisters 
you do unto me," says the Lord Jesus. 
 

God bless you all and have a wonderful week.   
 
 
Prayer Shawls 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry of the Church of St. Mary will have the prayer shawls 
blessed this weekend November 20th and 21st at all masses.  If you know of anyone 
who is in need of comforting and would benefit from our ministry please take a shawl, 
write their names on the card, so we can pray for them.  The shawls are free, but if 
you would like to make a donation, envelopes are at the altar.  Thank you, Cathy 
Thornhill. 

 

ANNOUNCED SPECIAL 
OFFERINGS 

Weekly offerings of: Altar Bread, Altar 
Wine, Blessed Virgin Mary Candle and 
Sanctuary Candle are available the 
remainder of 2021. 
 

This can be arranged either by calling 
Grace at the rectory at 201-768-7565 
and leaving a message or sending an 
e-mail to gditzel@stmarycloster.org. 
 

 
 
Immaculate Medal Novena and 
Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament 
Here at St. Mary, we celebrate the 
Immaculate Medal Novena following 
the 8:00 AM Mass on Monday 
mornings.  Also, adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament follows the 8:00 
AM Mass on Wednesday mornings.  
Please join us as we celebrate these 
wonderful traditions of our catholic 
faith. 
 
 
Keep Up on Parish and 
Community Announcements 
The parish sends an informative 
weekly email blast with pertinent 
spiritual, social and community 
announcements.  Send St. Mary's 
your email address today and be 
added to the blast.  You can opt out 
at any time.  Send an e 
to gditzel@stmarycloster.org to be 
kept in the loop. 
 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation – 
by Appointment 
Please contact Fr. Joe at the 
Rectory at 201-768-7565. 
 
Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms 
Please contact the parish office at 
201-768-7565. 
 
 
Sacrament Certificate 
Requests 
For various reasons there are times 
when one needs to obtain a new 
current Baptism, First Eucharist, 
Confirmation, or Marriage 
Certificate.  When doing so please 
allow the office at least two weeks 
time.  Thank you. 
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Three Squares Ministry – Food for Neighbors in need 
Holiday Food Collection Now through December 5th  
 

The Closter Food Pantry welcomes donations of the items below for its Holiday 
Food Drive.  To ensure a variety of non-perishable items, we ask that you shop 
according to your last name.  The Pantry sincerely thanks the parishioners of St. 
Mary for their consistent support and generosity and wishes everyone a wonderful 
holiday season! 
 

St. Mary will accept donations through December 5th. 
 
A – F 
Juice 
Boxed evaporated milk 
Holiday cookies 
Flour  
 
G – L 
Pasta sauce 
Soda 
Holiday plates and napkins 
Sugar 
 
M – R 
Salad dressing 
Stuffing 
Holiday candy  
Vanilla 
 
S – Z 
Coffee 
Crackers 
Instant mashed potatoes  
Cookie mix, icing  
 
 
 
 

Give your family and friends a 
gift that truly reflects how 
much they mean to you. 

 
A gift of inspiration… 

A gift of encouragement… 
A gift of good counsel. 

  
  GIVE THEM A GIFT OF GRACE 

A subscription to Give Us This Day will nourish your loved one throughout the year.  
Its arrival each month will be a reminder of God’s presence and grace – and of your 
affection, too.  For information, please call the rectory. 

 
 
 

 
How To Report Abuse 
The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all allegations of sexual 
misconduct by members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the 
Archdiocese.  We encourage anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual 
misconduct to inform us immediately so that we may take appropriate action to 
protect others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. 
 

Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by 
calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at 201-407-3256. 

Stabilizing the Sunday 
Collection 
on a steady and predictable income 
to pay the bills.  Our Sunday 
collections fluctuate greatly due to 
vacations, inclement weather, etc.  
It is difficult to the budget and 
provide for ministry under these 
circumstances.  And we sometimes 
simply forget to make-up our 
offering because, well, life gets 
busy.  Please consider making your 
offering to St. Mary's through 
egiving or bank transfer.  A number 
of parishioners are using St. Mary's 
Parishgiving platform.  It's secure 
and convenient and costs the donor 
nothing. Just go online, sign-up and 
indicate your offering.  You may 
even get "points" on your rewards 
credit card for doing so!  You can 
also have your bank transfer the 
funds directly.  Simply 
visit stmarycloster.org and follow 
the link to Parishgiving or you can 
scan the QR code below with your 
cell phone.  Thank you to our 
dedicated and generous 
parishioners who make ministry 
possible at St. Mary’s. 

 

 
 
 
Hospital Privacy 
Please remember that current 
privacy laws regarding patients in 
hospitals do not allow the 
hospitals/pastoral care offices to 
contact parishes if their 
parishioners are in the hospital.  If 
you or a loved one are going into 
the hospital and want Father to visit 
you or a loved one (covid 
regulations permitting), please call 
the rectory office and let us know. 
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Advent Giving Tree  
We are happy to announce that this year St. Mary will 
again sponsor a Giving Tree.  Our parish Advent Giving 
Tree will be supporting families in need through Family 
Promise of Bergen County.  Gift card donations 
empower parents to purchase the gifts their children 
want and need or to prepare a Holiday Meal for their 

families.  Family Promise suggests denominations of $25 of more of the following:  
Target, Walmart, Kohl’s, Visa or MasterCard. 
 

Another great way to give is by donating practical gift cards that will help parents 
provide for their families for the Holidays and throughout the year.  Denominations 
of $25 or more.  Grocery Stores (Stop ’n Shop, Shop Rite or Aldi), Uber and Lyft, 
Gas Stations. 
 

Ornaments will be placed on our tree the weekend of November 27th – 28th.  Please 
take one (or more), buy the gift cards and return to the tree or the Rectory by 
Thursday, December 16th to allow parents time to do their Christmas shopping. 
 

Thank you in advance for your kindness and generosity in helping the many families 
served by Family Promise of Bergen County.  Our God will bless you! 
   
Please consider a donation of gift cards for our tree.  Fortunately, this can be a 
benefit to St. Mary’s because you can order the Gift Cards from us without paying a 
fee and we receive a percentage from the sale of the gift card.  This can also be a 
benefit to you because you will not have to go shopping.  Please take a gift tag off 
of our tree, as many as you would like.  Order from Grace 
(gditzel@stmarycloster.org), 201-768-7565 or get the Gift Card yourself.  Orders for 
Scrip / Gift Cards will be placed on Mondays, December 6th and 13th. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

We will also be supporting the Closter PBA 33rd Annual Toy Drive.  So please put 
new unwrapped toys under the tree in church on or before December 17th. 
 
 
 
 

St. Mary’s Benefits from Amazon Smile 
 

AMAZON SMILE – You Shop.  Amazon Gives. 
Did you know your purchases can make a difference?  
Same low prices and selection as amazon.com.  
AmazonSmile will donate a portion of your purchase to 
our parish, St. Mary's Catholic Church when you do 

your shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/22-1512275. 
 

You can use your existing Amazon account or, if you’re a new user, easily create 
one.  
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date – 
 
      
St. Patrick’s Day party on Saturday, March 12th, 
2022.  We are forming a committee to organize the 
event.  If you are interested in joining the 
committee, we are having a meeting on Monday, 
November 29th at 7:00 PM in the Fr. Roger Troy 
Hall.  Please call the office 201-768-7565 if you 
are interested, but not able to attend the meeting. 
 

  

 
Why Register at St. Mary’s? 
First, because we need each other 
on this journey of life and faith! 
 
 

Every Catholic should be registered 
in a parish.  Beside the active 
support and involvement that the 
registration enables, parish 
registration is also a mandatory 
condition for many sacraments 
including Baptism and Matrimony 
and being a sponsor or godparent.  
It is therefore important to register 
at St. Mary's as soon as you start 
worshipping with us regularly. 
 

 You may receive verification 
letters to sponsor individuals 
for sacraments, receive 
sacraments yourself or your 
child (i.e. marriage, baptism). 

 You will receive end of the 
year tax contribution 
statements. 

 You will be personally invited 
to gatherings to meet the staff 
and other parishioners. 

 The parish will know the 
demographics and respond 
to needs.  Further, the 
Archdiocese will know that 
our parish has a healthy base 
of registered, supportive 
parishioners. 

 
CLICK HERE FOR 

REGISTRATION FORM! 
 

 
 
Free Ministry To Traveling 
Catholics 
To find nationwide Mass times and 
locations while traveling or on 
vacation there is a free ministry.  Visit 
www.Masstimes.org or call 1-858-
207-6277 enter the zip code desired 
location and receive a computer-
generated response that gives 
Church locations and Mass times. 



BECKER
FUNERAL 

HOME

201-664-0292
219 Kinderkamack Road

Westwood, NJ 07675

Martin O. Seitz
Manager N.J. Lic. No. 3889
Thomas G. Polito
Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4268
Jennifer Tapia

Advanced Planning Director 
N.J. Lic. No. 4821

017D (JR) - St. Mary, Closter FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION CALL: (800) 883-4343 • BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC  •  P.O. Box 850, Flanders, N.J. 07836

JAMES V. CRIMMINS 
& SONS

Landscaping Contractors
(201) 768-4343

Closter, N.J. 07624

Professional Services ~ Quality Installation
24 Hour Emergency Service

Whalen & Ives, Inc.
Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors

13VH00297000                 201-784-3330

PLEASE NOTE: Appearance of an ad in this parish 
bulletin does not constitute an endorsement of, or 
agreement with that service or individual." 

~ ST. MARY'S CHURCH

MORITZ FUNERAL HOME
Mark Dankiewicz, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4733 

Peter Dankiewicz, Director, NJ Lic. No. 4762 · Walter Dankiewicz, NJ Lic. No. 3245

~ Family Owned Funeral Home By The Dankiewicz Family ~348 Closter Dock Road
Closter, N.J. 07624

(201) 768-4200
98 Route 303 South
Tappan, N.Y. 10983

(845) 359-0890

Callahan
Jewelers

768-6136
220 Closter Dock Road

Closter

P i z z i  F u n e r a l  H o m e
120 PARIS AVENUE · NORTHVALE, NJ  07647                                                                                   TEL: 201-767-3050 · FAX: 201-768-6680pizzifuneralhome.com

Michael Pizzi, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4176
Anthony R. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 3130

Joyce M. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 3962
Robert T. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 5020~ Family Owned & Operated  ~
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Social isolation is more 
than feeling lonely.

Look Twice,

Save a Life.

Look Twice,

Save a Life

GOD BLESS
AMERICA


