
Please like us on Facebook: facebook.com/stmarycloster  

Parish Staff and Contacts 
 

Pastor: Rev. Joseph Scarangella, K.H.S  

fatherjoe@stmarycloster.org 
 

Weekend Assistants: 

S.M.A. Fathers, Rev. Chris Ciccarino & Rev. Charlie Pinyan 
 

Director of Music: Andrew Mon cello 

music@stmarycloster.org 
 

Faith Forma on Coordinator: Maria Matos 

reled@stmarycloster.org 
 

 

Parish Secretary: Grace Ditzel 

gditzel@stmarycloster.org 

 

 

Business Admin./Parish Bookkeeper/Local Safe  

Environment Coordinator: Canice Cristofole   

ccristofole @stmarycloster.org  
 

 

 

Parish Trustees: Pamela Derfus & John Hernandez  

Assisted by the Pastoral Advisory Board  

and Financial Council 

ST. MARY PARISH  

MISSION STATEMENT 

 
We the family of St. Mary of Closter, fervently believe 

in  the  fatherhood  of  God  whom  we  come  to  know 

through  the  Lord  Jesus Christ. We dedicate ourselves 

to the promo on of the spiritual and temporal welfare 

of  our  parish  and  our  community.  To  this  end,  we 

direct our prayers to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

through Mary the Blessed Mother and Patroness of our 

parish family. 

Parish Offices 

Kindly no fy the Rectory Office if you change your address or move from our parish community.  
Please see our website for Parish Calendar and more informa on about Sacraments and Parish Life. 

 

Rectory: 20 Legion Place, Closter, New Jersey 07624    201‐768‐7565      Parish Website: stmarycloster.org 
 

Rectory Office Hours: Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM ‐ 4:00 PM 
Closed for lunch between 12 Noon & 1:00 PM 

 

Center for Spiritual Development and Faith Forma on: 201‐767‐8247    reled@stmarycloster.org 

We Invite You to Celebrate the Eucharist  

Saturday (An cipated Sunday Mass) ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 5:00 PM 

Sunday ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐8:30 AM & 11:00 AM 

Weekdays (Monday through Friday) ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 8:00 AM 

Holy Days & Civic Holidays ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ As announced the Sunday before 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Call for an appointment 

Serving Closter and Alpine 	 	 	 	All are Welcome!  

Devotions 

Eucharis c Adora on: Wednesday, 8:30 ‐ 9:00 AM, September to June 

and as scheduled.  
 

Immaculate Medal Novena:  Monday, 8:30 AM. 
 

 

Recita on of the Rosary: Monday through Friday ‐ following  

the 8:00 AM Mass  
 

Informa on regarding Sacraments, Parish Ministries and  
Care of the Sick & Homebound can be found on our website.  

To arrange bap sms or weddings call Father or the parish office.  
 

CHURCH OF ST. MARY 

   EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  JULY 31, 2022 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

 
SATURDAY, JULY 30 – 
 

Eccl. 1: 2, 2: 21-23; Col. 3: 1-5, 9-11; Lk. 12: 13-21 
 

 5:00 PM Edward Rogan / req. by the Gaarn Family 
 

 

SUNDAY, JULY 31 – 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Eccl. 1: 2, 2: 21-23; Col. 3: 1-5, 9-11; Lk. 12: 13-21 
 

 8:30 AM All Parishioners – Living and Deceased 
 11:00 AM Joseph Killeen / req. by Erin O’Neill 
 

 

MONDAY, AUGUST 1 – ST. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI, 
BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
 

Jer. 28: 1-17; Mt. 14: 13-21 
 

 8:00 AM Elva Marin / req. by the Pozotrigo Family 
 

 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2 – ST. EUSEBIUS OF VERCILLI, 
BISHOP; ST. PETER JULIAN EYMARD, PRIEST 
 

Jer. 30: 1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Mt. 14: 22-36 or Mt. 15: 1-2, 10-14 
 

   8:00 AM  Vincent Nucera 
  req. by Thom and Grace Calabro 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3 – WEEKDAY 
 

Jer. 31: 1-7; Mt. 15: 21-28 
 

 8:00 AM Kay Cristofoletti 
  req. by John and Canice Cristofoletti 
 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4 – ST. JOHN VIANNEY, PRIEST 
 

Jer. 31: 31-34; Mt. 16: 13-23 
 

 8:00 AM Antoinette “Bella” Yammarino 
  req. by Susan Semler 
 

 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5 – THE DEDICATION OF THE 
BASILICA OF ST. MARY MAJOR 
 

Na. 2: 1, 3, 3: 1-3, 6-7; Mt. 16: 24-28 
 

 8:00 AM Bruno Lodes / req. by Marcella Lodes 
 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6 – 
 

Wis. 18: 6-9; Heb. 11: 1-2, 8-19 or 11: 1-2, 8-12; Lk. 12: 32-48 
or 12: 35-40 
 

 5:00 PM Edward Rogan 
  req. by Tim and Nancy Rayder 
 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 – 
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

Wis. 18: 6-9; Heb. 11: 1-2, 8-19 or 11: 1-2, 8-12; Lk. 12: 32-48 
or 12: 35-40 
 

 8:30 AM Marge Foley / req. by Sue Brueck 
 11:00 AM All Parishioners – Living and Deceased 
 

 
 
 

 

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL OFFERINGS 
 

Blessed Virgin Mary Candle – Special intention for Abbey 
 

From the Faith Formation Coordinator 
 

Good day parishioners,  
 

What does a superhero need in order to be a 
superhero?  Every superhero must have a special 
power and a yearning to help others.  These are the 
same qualities that Catholics need to follow Jesus and 
carry out his mission of caring for others. 
 

One way we can care for others is by praying for 
them.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that 
"prayer is God's gift; it is a raising of one's mind and 
heart to God." [2559]  This gift of prayer is OUR 
superpower and we should use this superpower to ask 
for God's help with the needs of others as often as we 
can.   
 

Superheroes also need a place, whether it be the 
Batcave or Avengers headquarters, and it helps if we 
have a specific place dedicated to prayer.  That place 
may be a bedroom, the kitchen table in the morning 
before anyone else is awake, the backyard, or your 
car.  Being in the same location when we pray can help 
place us in the right mindset so that we can concentrate 
on prayer.  The more routine our prayer life is, the more 
prayer will become part of our daily lives.   
 

We must remember, unlike superheroes who do not 
necessarily need to do anything to strengthen their 
power, our superpower of prayer requires dedication 
and repetition to be strengthened.  So parishioners of 
St. Mary's, use those superpowers of prayer that have 
been gifted to you and be the best person of prayer you 
can be. 
 

Enjoy your days and stay cool! 
 

Maria Matos 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Pray for the Sick 
Michael Andre, Catherine Arnao, Glen Connolly, 
Thomas DeFabiis, Amy Hartwell, Thomas Kelly, 

Eoin Kennedy, Anthony Lupardi, 
Sr. Dominic Marie McDonnell, 

Jacqueline Mundy, Michael Mundy, John Pagano, 
Alicia Parent, Frank Torre, Baby Luke Totaro 

 

 
Prayer List 
If you would like to add a name to or have a name removed 
from our prayer list please e-mail gditzel@stmarycloster.org 
or call the rectory at 201-768-7565.  To add a name you must 
have the permission of the person or their family. 
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SPECIAL COLLECTION 
 

Next weekend, August 6th and 7th the second collection is the Pastoral Solidarity 
Fund for the Church in Africa Collection. 

______________________ 
 
 
 

 

More about the Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa 
Next week, our parish will take up a collection for the Solidarity Fund for the Church 
in Africa.  While the Church in Africa is growing, many still lack access to basic 
resources as well as pastoral care.  Many suffer due to high rates of poverty and 
unemployment, illiteracy, and poor education. The fund supports pastoral projects 
that support the maintenance and growth of the Church in Africa.  Funded projects 
include outreach programs, schools, evangelization, and education of clergy and lay 
ministers, strengthen communities in their faith and foster lasting peace and 
reconciliation in a continent often marked by division and tension. 
 
 
 
 

SECOND COLLECTION 
Next weekend, August 6th and 7th the second collection is for the Archdiocesan 
Assessment. 

________________________ 
 

Why the ASSESSMENT COLLECTION? 
Each parish of the Archdiocese of Newark (RCAN), to which St. Mary’s belongs, is 
assessed a percentage of regular donations and rental income. Donations to St. 
Mary, such as the Sunday collection, are assessed at 14%. RCAN uses these 
assessed funds to operate the chancery and help subsidize charitable works.  The 
ASESSSMENT COLLECTION helps St. Mary’s cover some of the monies due to 
RCAN.  Thank you again for supporting St. Mary’s and helping RCAN provide 
assistance beyond our doors. 
 
 
 

Stabilizing the Sunday Collection 
St. Mary’s, like your household must count 
on a steady and predictable income to pay 
the bills.  Our Sunday collections fluctuate 

greatly due to vacations, inclement weather, etc.  It is difficult to the budget and 
provide for ministry under these circumstances.  And we sometimes simply forget to 
make-up our offering because, well, life gets busy.  Please consider making your 
offering to St. Mary's through egiving or bank transfer.  A number of parishioners 
are using St. Mary's Parishgiving platform.  It's secure and convenient and costs the 
donor nothing. Just go online, sign-up and indicate your offering.  You may even get 
"points" on your rewards credit card for doing so!  You can also 
have your bank transfer the funds directly.  Simply 
visit stmarycloster.org and follow the link to Parishgiving or you can 
scan the QR code with your cell phone.  Thank you to our 
dedicated and generous parishioners who make ministry possible 
at St. Mary’s. 
 

 
 

St. Mary’s Benefits from Amazon Smile 
 

AMAZON SMILE – You Shop.  Amazon Gives. 
Did you know your purchases can make a difference?  
Same low prices and selection as amazon.com.  
AmazonSmile will donate a portion of your purchase to our 
parish, St. Mary's Catholic Church when you do your 
shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/22-1512275. 

 

You can use your existing Amazon account or, if you’re a new user, easily create 
one.  

 
Why Register at St. Mary’s? 
First, because we need each other on 
this journey of life and faith! 
 

Every Catholic should be registered 
in a parish.  Beside the active support 
and involvement that the registration 
enables, parish registration is also a 
mandatory condition for many 
sacraments including Baptism and 
Matrimony and being a sponsor or 
godparent.  It is therefore important to 
register at St. Mary's as soon as you 
start worshipping with us regularly. 
 

 You may receive verification 
letters to sponsor individuals 
for sacraments, receive 
sacraments yourself or your 
child (i.e. marriage, baptism). 

 

 You will receive end of the year 
tax contribution statements. 

 

 You will be personally invited 
to gatherings to meet the staff 
and other parishioners. 

 

 The parish will know the 
demographics and respond to 
needs.  Further, the 
Archdiocese will know that our 
parish has a healthy base of 
registered, supportive 
parishioners. 

 
CLICK HERE FOR REGISTRATION 

FORM! 
 

 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT 
ST. MARY PARISH 

 
 

 
 

Mon. – August 1st : 
8:30 AM – Immaculate Medal Novena 
– Church 
Scrip Orders being placed 
 
 

Wed. – August 3rd : 
9:15 AM –  Scripture Study – via 
Zoom * 
 
 

 

 
* Scripture Study 
Meets every Wednesday at 9:15 AM 
via Zoom.  For more information 
contact Dave Reeves at 551-206-
5284. 
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Scrip Orders 
We will be placing an order for Scrip Gift 
Cards Monday morning, August 1st.  Scrip 
cards which are prepaid cards that are used 
like cash are available for many different 
stores, restaurants, gas stations, hotels, etc.  
The Church of St. Mary receives a certain 

percentage of each card purchased (2% to 15% or more depending on the card) 
and doesn’t cost you anything extra.  Please have your orders to us no later 
than 10:00 AM Monday.  Info and order forms can be found on our website or 
you can setup an account online at www.ShopwithScrip.com (registration # is 
D84E6EB522L51) pay either by PrestoPay or check made out to Church of St. 
Mary.  If you don’t see a certain card on the list feel free to call, it may be 
available.  Contact Grace Ditzel at gditzel@stmarycloster.org or 201-768-7565 
for further information 
 
 
 
How To Report Abuse 
The Archdiocese takes very seriously any and all allegations of sexual misconduct 
by members of the clergy, Religious and lay staff of the Archdiocese.  We encourage 
anyone with knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform us immediately so 
that we may take appropriate action to protect others and provide support to victims 
of sexual abuse. 
 
Individuals who wish to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do so by 
calling the Archdiocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection at 201-407-3256. 
 
 

 
Support Groups 
Many who hunger for God’s consolation after the loss of a loved one, separation 
or divorce or other circumstance will find that faith based programs can offer 
them hope and comfort. A listing of parish support groups are now available on 
the Family Life Office webpage. Currently, the Archdiocese of Newark has over 
60 different types of support groups ministering to an estimate of 1,200 people 
each year. The types of groups include: general bereavement, bereaved 
parents, separated & divorced, single parents & same sex attraction. To find a 
support group near you, please go to:  https://www.rcan.org/general-
bereavement-support-groups or https://www.rcan.org/offices-and-ministries and 
select the group type from the menu. 
 
 
Are you Homeless or Behind on your Rent?  Family Promise of Bergen 
County is here to help. 
If your family or someone you know is facing a housing crisis, or is worried about 
being evicted, Family Promise can help. 
 

We provide:  Rental assistance, Temporary shelter, Homeless prevention. 
 

Call 201-833-8009 to learn how we can help. 
 
About Family Promise – 
Family Promise empowers working families who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness through temporary housing, rental assistance, and personalized 
support.  Contact Family Promise of Bergen County, 100 Dayton Street, Ridgewood, 
NJ 07450, 201-833-8009 or bergenfamilypromise.org. 

Food Security Task Force 
There are many programs and 
organizations in Bergen County 
charged with helping those in need, 
whether it be for food, job training, 
mental health counseling, domestic 
violence, childcare, or housing 
assistance.  These services are 
available to all Bergen County 
residents.  However, one major 
obstacle in accessing those services is 
that many of those most in need do not 
know that help exists. 
 

NJ 211, We’re here for you. 
 

When you need help, count on 211.  
Find assistance with food, utilities, 
finances, housing, healthcare, senior 
services, childcare, mental health, legal 
matters, substance use disorders, 
diabetes management and prevention, 
transportation, domestic abuse, 
disaster response and recovery, and 
more … 
 

With a database of over 10,000 
programs and services, we are your 
connection to help.  Dial 211 or 877-
652-1148, Text your zip code to 898-
211, E-mail info@nj211.org or Online 
www.nj211.org. 
 

Live.  Free.  Confidential.  Multilingual.  
Always Open. 
 
 
Hospital Privacy 
Please remember that current privacy 
laws regarding patients in hospitals 
do not allow the hospitals/pastoral 
care offices to contact parishes if their 
parishioners are in the hospital.  If you 
or a loved one are going into the 
hospital and want Father to visit you 
or a loved one (covid regulations 
permitting), please call the rectory 
office and let us know. 
 
 
Mass Intentions 
If you would like to schedule a Mass 
intention for a Mass during 2022 
please contact Grace Ditzel at 
gditzel@stmarycloster.org or 201-
768-7565 for further information. 
 
 
Sacrament Certificate 
Requests 
For various reasons there are times 
when one needs to obtain a new 
current Baptism, First Eucharist, 
Confirmation, or Marriage Certificate.  
When doing so please allow the office 
at least two weeks time.  Thank you. 
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FAITH FORMATION NEWS 
 

From the Faith Formation Coordinator 
 
 

 
In an article from the Catholic News Service in May 2021, Pope Francis describes 
catechists as “those lay men and women who feel called by virtue of their baptism 
to cooperate in the work of catechesis,”.  The pope wrote in “Antiquum Ministerium” 
(Ancient Ministry), his document released at the Vatican May 11, "The Spirit is 
calling men and women to set out and encounter all those who are waiting to 
discover the beauty, goodness and truth of the Christian faith,”  
 

Your church is calling you to spend some time in prayer with our Lord and ask Him 
if the Holy Spirit is guiding you to be a catechist for our Confirmation group!  Are you 
willing to share your faith with our 8th graders and accompany them on their faith 
journey?  Sessions are held once or twice a month on Sundays from 9:30 AM – 
10:50 AM.    
 

If you are interested in hearing more about the program, please email me 
at reled@stmarycloster.org.  You may also call me Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM – 
12:00 PM at 201-767-8247. 
 

Prayers and smiles to you all and thank you for your consideration. 
 

Maria Matos 

 
 
 

Good day parishioners, 
 

We are accepting registrations for our faith 
formation program for children in 
first through eighth grades.   
 

Our Sprouts and Lambs groups, first and 
second graders, meet every possible week 
based on the public school vacation 

calendar.  Third through sixth graders will be part of the FIRE Program, Families in 
Religious Encounter, which meet once or twice a month on designated Sundays 
from 9:30 AM to 10:50 AM.  At least one parent or guardian must be present with 
their child at each FIRE session.  Our Doves group, seventh grade meets every 
possible week based on the public school vacation calendar on either Sundays or 
Mondays.  Lastly, our Evangelists group, eighth grade, meets once or twice a month 
on designated Sundays from 9:30 AM to 10:50 AM. 
 

Since we are in a more positive situation with Covid and there is medicine to help 
with the pandemic, at-home programs will not be offered. 
 

If you are interested or know someone who may be interested, please have them 
contact me, Maria Matos, at the Faith Formation Office by email 
at  reled@stmarycloster.org  or by phone at 201-767-8247.  Also for more 
information, you can go to our website stmarycloster.org.   
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation – 
by Appointment 
Please contact Fr. Joe at the Rectory 
at 201-768-7565. 
 

Funerals, Weddings, Baptisms 
Please contact the parish office at 
201-768-7565. 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCED SPECIAL 
OFFERINGS 

Weekly offerings of: Altar Bread, 
Altar Wine, Blessed Virgin Mary 
Candle and Sanctuary Candle are 
available throughout 2022. 
 

This can be arranged either by calling 
Grace at the rectory at 201-768-7565 
and leaving a message or sending an 
e-mail to gditzel@stmarycloster.org. 
 

 
 
 
Free Ministry To Traveling 
Catholics 
To find nationwide Mass times and 
locations while traveling or on 
vacation there is a free ministry.  Visit 
www.Masstimes.org or call 1-858-
207-6277 enter the zip code desired 
location and receive a computer-
generated response that gives 
Church locations and Mass times. 
 
 
 
 
Save the Date! 
 

 
PARTY TIME!  Save the date for our 
annual Oktoberfest.  Join the fun on 
Sunday, October 23rd, 2022.  More 
details to come.  Please call the 
parish office at 201-768-7565 if you 
are interested in joining the 
committee. 
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Scan here!Roofing • Siding • Windows
201-307-9272

Family Owned & Operated Since 1914

FREE Estimates • Fully Licensed & Insured

An extraordinary 
sky-high event 
space inspired 

by unparalleled 
views of the 
NYC skyline.  

201-840-7000
acquacatering.com

115 River Road · Edgewater NJ 07020
(Located On The 3rd Floor Above Pier 115 Bar & Grill)

EAST-WEST ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS, INC.

19 TYSON PLACE
201-384-0125

A FULL SERVICE COMPANY

ALL CALLS PERSONALLY ANSWERED
EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Permanent • GENERATORS • Portable
Residential • Commercial

ESTABLISHED 1977 • LICENSE #4978

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Queen of Peace Council #3679
John A. Hernandez - Grand Knight

jah21344@aol.com or call 201-768-8871

is looking for a few good Catholic men to join our fraternal order

JAMES V. CRIMMINS 
& SONS

Landscaping Contractors
(201) 768-4343

Closter, N.J. 07624

 

BECKER
FUNERAL 

HOME

201-664-0292
219 Kinderkamack Road

Westwood, NJ 07675

Martin O. Seitz
Manager N.J. Lic. No. 3889

Thomas G. Polito
Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4268

Jennifer Tapia
Advanced Planning Director 

N.J. Lic. No. 4821

Air Filtration · Humidification
Professional Services ~ Quality Installation

24 Hour Emergency Service

Whalen & Ives, Inc.
Heating & Air Conditioning Contractors

13VH00297000                 201-784-3330

PLEASE NOTE
Appearance of an ad in this 

parish bulletin does not constitute 
an endorsement of, or agreement 
with that service or individual." 

~ St. Mary'S ChurCh

MORITZ FUNERAL HOME
Mark Dankiewicz, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4733 

Peter Dankiewicz, Director, NJ Lic. No. 4762 · Walter Dankiewicz, NJ Lic. No. 3245

~ Family Owned Funeral Home By The Dankiewicz Family ~348 Closter Dock Road
Closter, N.J. 07624

(201) 768-4200
98 Route 303 South
Tappan, N.Y. 10983

(845) 359-0890
NEW HIGH END VANS,  

SUVs and SEDANS

Tim & Peter O’Reilly     201-664-3326
Chauffeurs Needed  • Work With Us

Airports • NYC • Personal Family Occasions

P i z z i  F u n e r a l  H o m e
120 Paris avenue · northvale, nJ  07647                                                                                   tel: 201-767-3050 · Fax: 201-768-6680pizzifuneralhome.com

Michael Pizzi, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 4176
Anthony R. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 3130

Joyce M. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 3962
Robert T. Pizzi, NJ Lic. No. 5020~ Family Owned & Operated  ~

L
L

C

Callahan
Jewelers

768-6136
220 Closter Dock Road

Closter

HILDA SOLARI

hsolari@weichert.com
www.hilda-solari.weichert.com

13 West Railroad Avenue • Tenafly NJ 07670

201-637-0225 cell
201-569-7888 office

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

Realtor®/Sales Associate
Local Resident


