
  

 

Mercy shelters the Christ Child 

God Is Good News 
A D V E N T - C H R I S T M A S T I D E   N O V . 2 0 1 5 - F E B . 2 0 1 6  

  

Advent awaits, Christmas rejoices,  

Epiphany exalts 

The birth of Our Savior. 

The Innkeeper’s Song 
Irma Baker, Parishioner 

 
Innkeeper, keep your candle lit 
For travelers in the night. 
Soon Christ our Savior will be born, 
Bringing Heaven’s light. 
 
Your stable waits; your cattle watch 
To see the infant face 
That shines with love from above 
And with redeeming grace. 
 
Innkeeper, hold your lantern high 
So all the world may see 
The child whose birth renews the earth 
To set all people free. 

December 8, 2015-November 20, 2016 

Often the innkeeper in Bethlehem is seen as cold 
and hardhearted, turning away Joseph and Mary. 
But Bethlehem was filled with travelers obeying the 
decree from Caesar Augustus that all men return to 
the place of their birth to be counted in a census of 
the whole world. In this Year of Mercy, we see the 
innkeeper as someone like any of us faced with a 
choice. He chose to be merciful to that weary  
couple and find a place for them to rest even though 
all he could offer them was shelter in his stable. 

“And she brought forth her 

firstborn son, and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes 
and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no room 
for them in the inn.”  
(Luke 2:7) 
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“Pope Francis 

invites us in the 

Year of Mercy 

to receive the 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, 

allowing God’s 

forgiveness to 

penetrate our 

crustiness and 

allowing 

ourselves a 

fresh start.” 

   

In Mercy, we find forgiveness 
The Jubilee Year of Mercy is underway, Pope 

Francis has returned to Rome, and we are well 

on our way to prayerfully and practically dis-

covering just what mercy means.   

I am reminded of the news in 2006 when a man 

entered a one-room Pennsylvania Amish school 

taking the lives of five children and injuring the 

others before killing himself. As tragic as this 

event was, the aftermath became a lesson for us 

all. In the midst of profound grief, the Amish 

community rallied around the shooter’s wife 

and family. Rather than ostracize her, they 

brought her food and comforted her and helped 

her children with their education. They even 

forgave the shooter. Would we Christians have 

done as much? 

And yet, this is what Jesus asks. “Be merciful 

as your Father is merciful.” (Luke 6:36) 

How are mercy and forgiveness related? Many 

sources distinguish between the two. Mercy is 

an attribute we show others to protect them 

from harm. For example, feeding our homeless 

brothers and sisters at Metanoia allows them 

PadRay 

Ponders 
not to go hungry that night. Growing crops in 

our garden helps people from Brookside feed 

their families. Showing mercy is preventive. 

Forgiveness, on the other hand, generally hap-

pens after the fact. Someone has offended or 

wronged me. Someone has bullied me in school 

or slighted me in the workplace. It takes deep 

and genuine courage to forgive, especially if 

the wrongs have not been righted   

It is said that “forgiveness is the gift we give 

ourselves.” Carrying anger and hatred around 

for years only hurts us. Forgiveness frees us 

from that weight. As sinners, we also need for-

giveness. God would like nothing more than to 

give us that gift. Pope Francis invites us in the 

Year of Mercy to receive the Sacrament of Rec-

onciliation, allowing God’s forgiveness to pen-

etrate our crustiness and allowing ourselves a 

fresh start. 

     In God's love, 

      

By Fr. Ray 

Beginning last August members of St. Matthias 

were invited to meet to plan how we would 

celebrate the year. About 30 parishioners met 

for five weeks to pray and discern what the 

Lord was calling us to do. Well over 60 ideas 

were presented. I took those ideas and distilled 

them into several specific actions we, as a par-

ish community, might use to become a more 

merciful community. Other ideas continue to be 

proposed and the parish staff will consider 

them as they come in. Listed below are the spe-

cific plans as they stand now: 

1) We will investigate the possibility of starting 

the Stephen Ministries here at St. Matthias to 

reach out on a one-to-one basis to folks in need 

of having the Church walk with them in their 

deepest needs. 

2) We will hold an Alpha Course for the parish 

beginning January 28, 2016 and running 

through Holy Week culminating in the Celebra-

tion of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday 

3) We are hoping to have a Parish Mission dur-

ing Advent 2016 

4) We will recite the Divine Mercy Chaplet 

after ALL Masses beginning December 8, 2015 

5) We will experiment with a baby-sitting ser-

vice to allow parents "a night out” on Friday, 

December 11, 2015. 

6) We will designate an entrance from the 

Gathering Area into the Church as our "Door of 

Mercy," reminding ourselves each time we 

gather for Eucharist of the great mercy offered 

us through the Eucharist. 

7) We will strive in various small ways to be an 

even more welcoming community. 

Many details need to be 

worked out to accom-

plish these goals and we 

will be calling upon the 

members of the church 

community to help 

make St. Matthias a 

more merciful commu-

nity. 

Celebrating the Jubilee Year  
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Everyday Faith 

Showing mercy—even on the ‘bad’ days 

By Samantha Mealy 

When Hannah was first born, everyone told us to expect the 

unexpected, that our lives would change in every way possible 

and everything we thought we knew would be thrown out the 

window. Fast forward fifteen months later, and boy oh boy, 

were they right!   

Most days we’re just trying our best to keep Hannah healthy and 

happy on minimal sleep, stressful work-loads and erratic sched-

ules. On a good day, we do this with joy, humility and acting 

charitably to one another. We are quickly discovering what eve-

ry seasoned parent knows all too well: not every day is good.   

But having a child has taught us something else – something 

unexpected and wonderful. We have caught a brief glimpse of 

how our Heavenly Father must also love us, his children. No 

matter how tired we are, we will without fail comfort Hannah 

when she cries at night, or wakes extra early, or feels sick or just 

needs us to hold her for a moment. When she rips up that im-

portant piece of paper, or spills something all over the floor, or 

throws up all over our shirts, we never are angry or cross with 

her. We never humiliate her. We do this because we love her, 

and she deserves nothing less than our love and mercy all the 

time.  

God IS love. He gives us nothing less than all of his love and 

mercy all of the time. His love is infinitely greater than anything 

we could ever imagine! His mercy is unwavering, unceasing and 

unexplainable. We try to remember this on our bad days. And Book Corner… 

Gratitude and Mercy 
By Mary Lou Mallinak, Covenant Books and Gifts in North Royalton 

Before I Sleep I Say Thank You  
Carol Gordon Ekster, Author  

Mary Rojas, Illustrator 

This wonderful children’s book can 

help start a new bedtime tradition.  

In it, a mother and child think 

about their day and remember one 

thing each is sorry for, then the child recalls five things to be 

grateful for, takes a peaceful breath and falls asleep. Includes 

notes for children and adults. 

A Year of Mercy with Pope Francis: 
Daily Reflections  
Pope Francis, Author 
Kevin Cotter, Editor  

As we start the year of mercy, it 

would be encouraging to spend a few 

minutes every day with the Holy Fa-

ther. This book starts with a brief 

meditation by him followed by a few 

reflection questions designed to help 

you ponder and receive God's love. 

Every child loves to pull on mommy’s necklace.  No exception for little Hannah 

held by her parents Dave and Samantha Mealy. 

when we falter (which we do), we remain confident in God’s 

abounding love and mercy…and then try again tomorrow.  

Symbolically calling on the entire global Roman Catholic 

Church to take up his papacy’s central message of compassion 

and pardon, Pope Francis last spring announced that he is con-

voking a jubilee year to be called the Holy Year of Mercy. 

The pope said, “I am convinced that the whole church—that has 

much need to receive mercy because we are sinners—will find 

in this jubilee the joy to rediscover and render fruitful the mercy 

of God, with which we are all called to give consolation to every 

man and woman of our time.” 

He added, “We entrust it as of now to the Mother of Mercy, 

because she looks to us with her gaze and watches over our 

way.” The pope also said he wants the church to live the upcom-

ing holy year in the light of Jesus’ words in the Gospel of Luke, 

“Be merciful even as your Father is merciful.” 

A jubilee year is a special year called by the church to receive 

blessing and pardon from God and remission of sins. The Catho-

lic church has called jubilee years every 25 or 50 years since the 

year 1300 and has also called special jubilee years from time to 

time, known as extraordinary jubilee years. The last jubilee year 

was held in 2000 during the papacy of Pope John Paul II. 

Pope Francis declares 
Holy Year of Mercy 
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Our many ministries practice Corporal Works of Mercy 
By Patti Bertschler 

With over 40 ministries at St. Matthias, opportu-

nities abound for us to put into action the words 

of Pope Francis: 

“God's mercy can make even the driest land be-

come a garden; can restore life to dry bones (Ez 

37:1-14). ... Let us be renewed by God's mercy, 

let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power 

of his love to transform our lives too; and let us 

become agents of this mercy, channels through 

which God can water the earth, protect all crea-

tion and make justice and peace flourish.”— East-

er Urbi et Orbi message on March 31, 2013 

The virtue of mercy urges us to have compassion 

and alleviate others’ misfortunes. Jesus spells out 

for us practical ways to do this in the Corporal 

Works of Mercy. 

Feed the hungry; give drink to the 
thirsty. On October 25, 14 families cooked, 

baked and served a chili-mac meal for over 100 

people at Pearl Road United Methodist Church. 

Another 16 groups of parishioners signed up for 
“The Lord 

never tires of 

forgiving.  It is 

we who tire of 

asking for 

forgiveness.” 

Pope Francis 

 

Mike and Sue 
Braun cut 
blanket fabric 
before cutting 
and tying the 

fringe. 
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Our many ministries practice Corporal Works of Mercy 

“God’s 

patience has to 

call forth in us 

the courage to 

return to Him, 

however many 

mistakes and 

sins there may 

be in our life. ... 

It is there, in 

the wounds of 

Jesus.”  

Pope Francis 

In your prayers… 

Please remember those serving in the military this holiday season, 

especially the members of our parish family...  

Patrick Chalupa 

Teran Chapman 

Christopher Dominick  

Joshua Haugh 

Spencer Kordic 

Tim Ryan 

David Schmidt 

Timothy Schmidt 

Sean Sirl 

We regularly send “care packages” to our military. If you would 

like to help by contributing, here are the items we are able to send 

and are needed by the troops: Band-aids, hand sanitizer, shampoo, 

sun block, lip balm, hand lotion, individual-size facial tissues, den-

tal products, deodorant, foot pads and foot powder (such as Dr. 

Scholl’s) breath mints, hard candy, dried fruit, “to-go” powdered 

drinks that are added to bottled water, crackers, cookies. Energy-

drink powder (such as Gatorade powder), granola bars, chewing 

gum, nuts, raisins, ramen noodles. Instant soup, white or black 

work socks and sausage-beef jerky. Items can be dropped off in 

the “Military” bench in the Gathering Area. Thank you! 

Metanoia meals between November 20, 2015 and 

April 10 next year. 

Our parish garden yielded 1-3/4 pounds of pars-

ley, 5-1/2 pounds of lettuce, 41 pounds of pep-

pers, 13 pounds of cucumbers, 54 pounds of 

beans, 265 pounds of squash and 131 pounds of 

tomatoes and 30 potted basil plants. All vegeta-

bles are donated to 

Brookside for fam-

ilies in need. 

Ginger Price who 

coordinates the 

meal ministries is 

always looking for 

new volunteers. 

Now a group of 

seven women ro-

tate turns cooking 

for families home 

from surgery or 

rehab for one to 

two weeks. Recent 

recipients of meals 

Bob and Nancy 

Williams couldn’t say enough about how tasty 

the food was and what a blessing to tide them 

over for a week. 

And “The Cookie Church,” as fondly dubbed by 

our military, provides monthly care packages of 

cookies and treats to those currently serving in 

the Armed Forces.   

Clothe the naked.  Another successful blan-

ket Sunday in October produced 60 blankets to 

give to homeless shelters and other agencies. 

And one cannot count the number of diaper pack-

ages and children’s clothes donated during 

Christmas in July, Thanksgiving liturgy, the Giv-

ing Tree and throughout the year.   

Visit the sick.  Our teams of Visiting Eucha-

ristic Ministers and other volunteers visit parish-

ioners in nursing homes, hospitals and private 

homes to offer companionship and support. 

Ransom 
the captive.  
Deacon Ken 

ministers 

weekly at the 

county jail 

offering prayer 

service and 

Eucharist to 

approximately 

230 Catholic 

inmates of the 

2200 who are 

incarcerated 

there.  

Through 

Scripture read-

ings, homilies 

and faith sharing, he offers comfort to them, 

“almost like an army chaplain,” Deacon Ken says    

His annual “Feed the Elephant” activity gathers 

many parishioners to count and bundle donated 

Christmas cards and postage which are given to 

men and women at the jail to send home to their 

families. 

Bury the dead.  Volunteer choir members 

under Art Spirakus’s direction, altar servers and 

hostesses for the luncheons add a tender touch to 

grieving families before and after funerals of 

their loved ones. 
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Little Blue Book 
Available now in 
the Gathering 
Area 
 
 
Giving Tree 
Now through 
Dec. 14 
 
 
Breakfast in 
Bethlehem 
Dec. 5 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Advent 

Activities 

Advent activities inspire the season 

Womankind updates 

By Patti Bertschler 

Earlier this year, parishioners generously donated 

over $7,000 toward purchases for Womankind 

Prenatal Care Center in Garfield Heights to cele-

brate their 40th anniversary of helping expectant 

moms. 

Here are pictures of the blood draw chair, exami-

nation chairs and new cabinets already in use.  

The remainder of the money will be used to deco-

rate a counseling room once they move. 

Yes, Womankind is moving, but only adjacent to 

its existing building, which owners are tearing 

down. Development Director Bernadette Boguski 

says it “will be just across the parking lot.” 

By Chris Walter 

For more information, check the weekly bulletin, the St. 
Matthias Web site (www.stmatthiaschurch.org) or call 
the parish office during business hours at 440-888-

8220. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 9:00 a.m.  

The Thanksgiving Day Mass is not only a Mass 

to give thanks for all the blessings we have been 

given, but also a time to share with others. As in 

the past, we will collect for Womankind, 

Brookside and Metanoia during the offertory pro-

cession. Please bring an item to donate to one of 

these ministries. After Mass, enjoy coffee, pastry 

and fellowship. 

Breakfast in Bethlehem  

The Knights of Columbus will host Breakfast in 

Bethlehem on Saturday, Dec. 5, from 9-11:00 

a .m. with food, fun, crafts for the kids and an 

appearance from St. Nicholas. All are welcome. 

Please RSVP so enough food is prepared: call the 

rectory at 440-888-8220 or sign up in the Gather-

ing Area.  

Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Masses for this Holy Day of Obligation will be at 

7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 8.  This 

feast day is especially significant for American 

Catholics, because it is the feast of Mary, as the 

patroness of the United States. Our “Door of Mer-

cy” will be opened at the 7:00 p.m. Mass. 

Pizza and Penance  
Pizza will be served from 6:15-7:15 p.m. on Mon-

day, Dec. 14, followed by the Penance Service 

beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Little Blue Book   
The Little Blue Books are again on hand this ad-

vent. This daily devotional is a great preparation 

for Christmas. Books will be in the Gathering 

Area for a free-will donation. 

Giving Tree   
The Giving Tree will be set up in the 

church Gathering Area in time for 

Thanksgiving. Tags on the tree are 

for Brookside, Jail Ministry, 

Metanoia, Womankind and individu-

al families who need some help this 

Christmas. Bring your unwrapped donation to the 

church with the tag attached and place it under 

the tree by Monday, Dec. 14. 

With funds donated by parishioners, Womankind purchased 
two bookcases, three physician chairs for the examination 

rooms and a phlebotomy chair for blood draws.  
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By Elaine Fechko 

Bible study is going strong at St. Matthias. 

The Women’s Bible Study has been meeting for 

about 15 years on Tuesday 

after morning Mass. They par-

ticularly like the Serendipity 

Bible, because it has helpful 

questions and notes and offers 

a variety of study methods. 

The ladies are quick to point 

out that they all have different 

versions of the Bible, because 

each one expresses the verse 

with different words and foot-

notes. Therefore, they can 

cross-reference to get a fuller 

meaning. 

When asked, “What do you 

like about Bible study?” they 

said: 

“I go to the Y for health of the 

body; I come to Bible study 

for health of the soul.” Rose 

“I cannot do this on my own.  

I enjoy the Bible.” Norma 

“I like sharing the meaning from different  

Bibles.” Florence 

“I like learning and being with the group.” Rufina 

“I like talking about the Bible with others one on 

one.” Nancy 

Bible Study going strong 
“I think we learn better together than alone.” 

Elaine 

“I come for food, fellowship and laughter.” Betty 

When I visited the men’s Bible study, they joked 

that they are the Grandpa’s Bible Study. They 

couldn’t remember how long it’s been, but they 

are faithful to each other and obviously enjoy each 

other’s company. They meet every other Wednes-

day morning at 9:00. Here’s why they like the Bi-

ble study: 

“I like the Bible sharing.” Bob 

“It’s the best thing in the world, the 

Word of God.” Ray 

“The way iron sharpens iron, one 

man sharpens another.” Art 

“It’s living and active and sharper 

than a two edged sword.” John 

Deacon Ken is leading an eight-

week Bible study on Tuesday eve-

nings at 7:00 this Fall. He says he 

loves the Bible because it is a direct 

connection with Jesus. 

Anyone desiring fun and fellowship 

is welcome to join either of these 

groups by just stopping by in the 

classrooms during a Bible Study. 

Men’s Bible Study members (back)  Bob 
Wing, John Price, (front) Art Cerio and Ray 
Fazio. 

 

St. Matthias 
Holiday 
Liturgy 

Schedule 

 

Thanksgiving Day 
Mass 
Thur. Nov. 26 
9 a.m. 
 
Advent begins 
Sun. Nov. 29 
 
Immaculate 
Conception  
Masses 
Tue. Dec. 8 
7 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
 
Pizza & Penance 
Mon. Dec. 14 
6 p.m. 
 
Christmas Eve 
Masses 
Thur. Dec. 24 
4 p.m. & Midnight 

 
Christmas Day 
Mass 
Fri. Dec. 25 
One Mass only 
10 a.m.  
 
Solemnity of Mary 
Masses 
Thur. Dec. 31 
4 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Fri. Jan. 1 
One Mass only 
10 a.m. 

 

Women’s Bible Study members (back) Norma Caiola. Florence Visk, Rufina Tugaoen, 
Betty Yurik (front) Rose Oehlstrom., Elaine Mieyal. (Not pictured Nancy Jankowski and 
Barbara Jasin) 



8 

 

Saint Matthias Church 
(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org  

 
Masses 
Saturday:   4 p.m.  
Sunday:   9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Weekdays: 
   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday: 8:30 a.m. 
    

Reconciliation 
Anytime by appointment or Saturday 3–3:45 p.m. 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday   9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 

Ken Golonka - Deacon  

Elaine Fechko - Pastoral Minister - Outreach 

Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister - Catechesis 

Gloria Litwinowicz - High School Youth Minister 

Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 

Joe Mikolajczyk - Choir Director 

Michael Starinsky - Business Manager 

Chris Walter - Office Manager 

Laura Walters - Receptionist 

Joe Medwetz & Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  
 

“God Is Good News” is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the 

Apostle Church...a Stewardship Community. 

Editor: Patti Bertschler 

Staff: Irma Baker, Elaine Fechko, Mary Lou Malinak, Chris 

Walter 

 

We, the family of Saint Matthias, 
called to be disciples of Christ, 
reach out with a loving and caring 
spirit. Proclaiming the message of 
the Risen Lord, we provide for the 
spiritual growth and development of 
our community. By sharing  
liturgies, ministries and responsibili-
ties, we promote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement of the People 

of Saint Matthias Church 
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