
  

 

We’re on a mission of mercy! 

God Is Good News 
A D V E N T  &  C H R I S T M A S     N O V E M B E R  T O  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 7  

  

By Patti Bertschler 

“Mercy Me.” “Lord, have mercy.” “For mercy’s sake.” 

Common idioms we toss around lightly. But we have spent 

the last 12 months reflecting seriously on Pope Francis’s 

Jubilee Year of Mercy. What’s next for us? Come to our 

parish mission, “Loving and Forgiving: Beyond the Jubi-

lee Year of Mercy” November 13-15 from 7 – 8 p.m. each 

night and see.   

Our retreat master Father Lou Papes has wide experience as 

an educator, preacher and workshop presenter.  Ordained 

and active in the Cleveland Diocese, Father Lou also spent 

years in South and Central America preaching on behalf of 

Food for the Poor. Now 

retired, Father Lou has 

returned to his Cleveland 

roots where he lives. 

Children, teens and 

adults are welcome.  If 

you need a ride close by, 

we can arrange to pick 

you up.  Come for one 

night or all three.  Each 

night God’s word will be 

celebrated through story 

and song. Father Lou’s 

style of incorporating 

inspirational sermons, 

creative stories and rituals will appeal to the whole family 

and set us on our continued missions of mercy in our rela-

tionships and in our needy world. 

SUNDAY:  Mercy and the Covenant 

Stories of Sacred Scripture reveal God’s relationship with 

God’s people through the ages. That covenant relationship 

is witnessed in our own stories. Embracing the connection 

between those stories can help us understand that we are 

loved. 

 

MONDAY:  Celebrating Mercy 

There is a wonderful connection between Jesus’ healing 

ministry and the ministry of reconciliation to which each of 

us is called. A powerful dramatic presentation will show us 

just what Jesus had in mind. 

 

TUESDAY:  The Fruits of Mercy 

Just what happens to the individual and the community as a 

result of the act of mercy is directly related to the baptismal 

call to be The Body of Christ in the world. A mime will 

show us how.   

Please join us Sunday, November 20 to help us celebrate the closing of the Year of Mercy after the 11:00 Mass. Donuts will 

be served in the Gathering Area followed by “Praise and Worship” in the church. Sig Mikolajczyk and Joe Mikolajczyk are 

preparing a half hour program beginning at 12:30 p.m. featuring time for prayer and song by the cantors and community. 

Eat up; then pray and sing with us. 

Close Jubilee Year of Mercy with donuts, prayer, song 

“Loving and Forgiving: Beyond the Year of Mercy” 
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Many of you are 

homebound; 

others of you 

have lost a loved 

one this year, 

been laid off, 

gone through a 

painful divorce, 

received a 

debilitating 

medical 

diagnosis.... 

our Stephen 

Ministers are 

here to help fill 

that void.   

What follows prayerful Year of Mercy? 
Dear Church, 

During this Jubilee Year of Mercy, our parish 

has studied and reflected on the concept of mer-

cy and forgiveness, and specifically that we are 

called as Christians to “be merciful as your 

heavenly Father is merciful” (Lk. 6:36). Luke’s 

Gospel also advises, “The fully trained disciple 

will always be like his teacher” (Lk. 6:40). 

Jesus sets the bar pretty high, don’t you think?  

Raising Lazarus from the dead. Forgiving Mary 

Magdalen. Saving the day at the wedding feast 

at Cana by bringing out the best wine. Restor-

ing the ear of the Roman guard in Gethsem-

ane’s Garden. Working with a team of 12 men 

with vastly different personalities.   

How do Jesus’ actions translate into our day 

and age? Our everyday faith?   

In our upcoming parish mission with Father 

Lou Papes (see page 1), we’ll learn more spe-

cifics about applying mercy by using our gifts 

and talents. And as your pastor for the last 24 

years, I have seen your faith in action serving 

meals to our homeless brothers and sisters, of-

fering nursing services, donating material items 

to Womankind, comforting the bereaved and 

so much more.   

Now we’re turning it up a notch.  

Our Stephen Ministry headed by Deacon Tom 

and assisted by Leslie Langa and Louise Mil-

ler, is set to begin after the holidays. They 

have spent months preparing and training 

those called to be Stephen Ministers.   

I know that many of you are homebound; oth-

ers of you have lost a loved one this year, been 

laid off, gone through a painful divorce, re-

ceived a debilitating medical diagnosis. And 

while I pray for you daily, there is so much 

more you need that I as one person am unable 

to give. Stephen Ministers are here to help fill 

that void.   

Deacon Tom will advise when it is time to 

launch this ministry. At that time, we will pair 

you with a Stephen Minister who will come to 

your home or meet you for coffee on a regular 

basis. We will do our best to “be merciful as 

our Heavenly Father is merciful” in your time 

of special need. 

PadRay 

Ponders 

In October, our parish hosted a trip to Rome 

including the Pope’s General Audience on Oct. 

26. At the Audience, announcements in differ-

ent languages identify some groups who are 

present and then the group yells and screams. 

Just as Pope Francis entered the square, the 

announcer said in English: "And pilgrims from 

St. Matthias parish, Parma, Ohio!" 

If you have access to YouTube you can see our 

group in front row seats at the General Audi-

ence. Search for: Pope Francis General Audi-

ence 2016.10.26. Scroll until about 2:30 

minutes into it. Look at front row on left side of 

Pope and you will see our whole group one by 

one! Move on to minute 7:28 and hear St. Mat-

thias announced!! 

We, the family of Saint Matthias, called to be 
disciples of Christ, reach out with a loving and 
caring spirit. Proclaiming the message of the 
Risen Lord, we provide for the spiritual growth 
and development of our community. By shar-
ing liturgies, ministries and responsibilities, we 
promote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement  

of Saint Matthias Church 

Front row seats to see Pope Francis 
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gather, have fun and share. Dominique Mocea-

nu is their first speaker! 

The family of John Price for participating 

in the End Alzheimer’s walk October 16 and 

setting up a lemonade stand for sponsorship 

donations.   

Dave and Samantha Mealy and team for or-

ganizing another successful ALPHA program 

attended by 45 parishioners and non-

parishioners this fall. 

To all who donated basket items for the 

Stephen Ministry fundraiser.   

Raymond Boblick, senior at Brecksville/

Broadview Heights High School, whose Eagle 

Scout project stripped, painted and weather-

proofed the Stations of the Cross on the walk-

way between the church parking lots. 

Al Komar and Sal Ciulla who put 

up the Right to Life crosses in the 

church yard. 

Dianne Laheta who came in first 

woman in the 5K race on behalf of the 

West Side Catholic Center on June 4. 

Jacob Ross, 15 and a freshman at 

Padua Franciscan, who refurbished 

and reassembled an old wooden swing 

set and picnic table for the Casa Vida 

Home of the Domestic Violence and 

Child Advocacy Center which houses 

Latina women and children transition-

ing back into the community after 

leaving violent relationships.  

High Fives to… 

Parishioners making a difference  

Good things don’t just happen, there are good, 

talented, caring people  working to make good 

things happen. Here’s to some of our parishion-

ers and their contributions... 

The Strnad family for donating the new Sa-

cred Heart statue in memory of Dr. Bruce Strnad 

in the front yard parish garden. 

Jim Kovacs who not only passes out hymnals 

before the 11:00 Mass each Sunday but who also 

quietly picks them 

up from the pews 

after Mass.  He 

found a need and 

filled it.   

Kathy Byrne 
(organizer), Pat 
Bowman, Ann 
Clark, Jackie 
Costanzo, Jim 
Cunningham, 
Sharon Ignasi-
ak, Louise Mil-
ler, Kay Ruvolo 
and Gaile 
Zazzarra for 

preparing and 

serving the 

Brookside meal for 100 people at Pearl Road 

United Methodist Church on October 23. 

Ann Kolosionek working on her Girl Scout 

Gold award comparable to the Boy Scout Eagle. 

Her project is starting a support group for teen-

agers whose parents are going through divorce 

by providing a safe, happy place for them to 

 

  

Please remember  

those serving  

in military, especially 

the members of our 

parish family...  

 

Patrick Chalupa 

Delaney Davis 

Christopher Dominick  

Joshua Haugh 

Craig Kolling 

Antonio Lonero 

Michael Mantica 

Gregory Payne 

Ricky Richardson 

David Schmidt 

Timothy Schmidt  

Sean Sirl 
 

And a grateful Wel-

come Home to 

Teran Chapman 

Tim Ryan  

We regularly send 

Care Packages to our 

military members. 

Check the weekly 

bulletin (you can find 

it online) for a list of 

items we’re able to 

send, and are needed 

by the troops. All 

donations are 

appreciated and can 

be put in the bin in 

the Gathering Area.  

We also need bakers 

to bake and drop off 

to send to the military.  

For details, call Karen 

Spirakus at  

216-524-7070. 
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Giving Tree 
Now through 
Dec. 11 
 
 
Breakfast in 
Bethlehem 
Dec. 10 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Advent 

Activities 

Advent activities 

Pizza and Penance  
Pizza will be served at 6:15 p.m. 

on Monday, Dec. 12, followed by 

the Penance Service beginning at 

7:00 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
9:00 a.m. Nov. 24 
 The Thanksgiving Day Mass is 

not only a Mass to give thanks for 

all the blessings we have been 

given, but also a time to share 

with others. As in the past, we 

will collect for Brookside during 

the offertory procession. Please 

bring an item to donate. After 

Mass, enjoy coffee, pastry and 

fellowship. 

Christmas Movie Night - December 2nd  
Friday, December 2, 2016 at 7:00PM we will be watching 

Brother Sun, Sister Moon is an uncommonly rewarding and 

meaningful film experience.  A real blessing, causing the view-

er to examine the depth and commitment of his own walk with 

Christ. Zefirelli's cinematography is brilliantly beauti-

ful  throughout.  The film focuses on the early years of Francis 

of Assisi, who renounced his family's riches and past worldly 

life to follow Christ in sincerity and humility, unencumbered by 

material possessions.  

Christmas Movie Night - December 16th  
Friday December 16, 2016 at 7:00PM we will be watching “The 

Nativity Story.” It's the beginning of a passage of Scripture that 

many of us have unintentionally memorized by virtue of its re-

peated readings at Christmastime—ever since there was a reason 

to celebrate what we now call Christmas. The Nativity Sto-

ry doesn't recite it word for word, but the onscreen happenings 

bring the precious narrative to life as Mary and Joseph make their 

laborious way from Nazareth to Bethlehem in obedience to the 

governmental edict and to fulfill the ancient prophecy of a Messi-

ah to be born in the City of David  

Pizza & Penance 
Mon. Dec. 12 
6 p.m. 

 

Christmas Movie 
Nights 
Fri. Dec 2 
7 p.m. 
Fri. Dec 16 
7 p.m. 

http://prayerfoundation.org/st_francis_pages_index.htm
http://prayerfoundation.org/st_francis_pages_index.htm
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St. Matthias 
Holiday 
Liturgy 

Schedule 

 

Thanksgiving Day 
Mass 
Thur. Nov. 24 
9 a.m. 
 
Advent begins 
Sun. Nov. 27 
 
Immaculate 
Conception  Holy 
Day of Obligation 
Masses 
Thur. Dec. 8 
7 p.m. and 7 p.m. 
 
 
Christmas Eve 
Masses 
Sat. Dec. 24 
4 p.m. & Midnight 

 
Christmas Day 
Mass 
Sun. Dec. 25 
One Mass only 
10 a.m.  
 
Solemnity of Mary 
Masses 
Sat. Dec. 31 
4 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Sun. Jan. 1 
9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 

 

Breakfast in Bethlehem  

The Knights of Columbus will host 

Breakfast in Bethlehem on Satur-

day, Dec. 10, from 9-11:00 a .m. 

with food, fun, crafts for the kids 

and an appearance from St. Nicho-

las. All are welcome. Please RSVP 

so enough food is prepared: call the 

rectory at 440-888-8220 or sign up 

in the Gathering Area or online. 

inspire the season 

Giving Tree   
The Giving Tree will be set up in the 

church Gathering Area in time for 

Thanksgiving. Tags on the tree are 

for Brookside, Jail Ministry, 

Metanoia, Womankind, Military and 

Good Samaritan Ministry. Bring your 

unwrapped donation to the church 

with the tag attached and place it un-

der the tree by Sunday. December 11. 

Sharp smell of pine 

restless stirring of a world 

 unaware 
 

that promises fulfilled 

begin with a baby’s cry. 

that love too immense  

for ages to contain 

 can be held 

 in a mother’s arms 
 

men watch and grow silent 

the stars have voices now 

 

Author unknown 

Daily Reflections   
Daily Reflection Booklets 

for Advent and Christmas 

are available in the Gath-

ering Area. 
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Beat Holiday Humbug 
By Patti Bertschler 

Here are a few creative and simple ideas you and your family might do during Advent 
and this holy season. Pick one that suits you and that will put a smile on your face 
amidst the hustle and bustle that we all know is coming.   
 

1 This idea comes from a Facebook page called 

“Countdown to Christmas.” Each day add an item to the 

basket, and on Christmas Eve donate the contents to a 

foodbank or other food collection location, such as our 

Brookside bin in the Gathering Area. 

 

2  Got 5 minutes per week? 

Make a phone call or text or email or instant 

message someone in need from St. Matthias 

e-prayerline. Keep it short. People are com-

forted just by your remembering them.   
 

3 Do something old-fashioned with the kids. Dad used to 

bundle us kids up in the car, and mom supplied us with 

thermoses of hot chocolate as we drove through the 

neighborhoods to see the Christmas lights. Dad always 

sang to us “O Holy Night” which made it even more 

memorable. 

                                

4  Stuff a “Blessing Bag” full of winter hats, 

socks, gloves, toiletries, treats and a little 

money. Keep it in your car until you see a 

homeless person who would love this sur-

prise. 
  

5 As children anticipating receiving gifts on Christmas, the 

struggle is often teaching them the true spirit of giving. Set 

up a little crèche with an empty manger. Invite the children 

to do one act of kindness a day throughout Advent and to 

place one straw in Jesus’ manger daily. By Christmas, the 

manger should be filled with straw. The youngest child can 

place the Baby Jesus in the manger on Christmas morning 

before opening their gifts.  
 

P.S.  I recently read a quote from Bobby, a 7-year old boy 

who defined love as “what’s in the room with you at 

Christmas if you stop opening presents and just listen.” Bobby has the right idea.  

Don’t let the 

humbug bite 

you. Put a 

smile on 

your face 

and bring a 

smile to  

others this 

Christmas 

season.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=telephone+clip+art&id=4A1A330CB08EC1621863FB29860EBF56D4908BB0&FORM=IQFRBA
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Just launched! 

There’s an 
APP for our 
parish  
Launched the weekend of November 12-13, we 

created a St. Matthias parish app for your iPhone 

and Android smart phones.  This allows us to 

better communicate with you throughout the 

week and keep 

you updated with 

relevant parish 

news. The app is a 

great resource for 

parishioners by 

providing daily 

Mass readings, 

Catholic news and prayers, convenient prayer 

and reconciliation reminders, bulletins and more. 

We hope that our new app will be a tool for fos-

tering stronger parish life at St. Matthias and 

better engaging in new methods of evangeliza-

tion.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Diocesan Mass  

for Shut-ins 

Can’t get to church? The diocese broad-
casts the Mass on television and radio at 
the following times: 

TELEVISION:  
WJW-TV FOX8 
Sundays 6:00 a.m. 

Cox Communications Cable — Ch. 45 
Sundays 11:30 a.m. 

RADIO: (audio track from the “TV 
Mass”) 
WINT-1330AM 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. 

WCCR-1260AM 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 

Book Corner… 
 

By Mary Lou Mallinak, Covenant Books and Gifts in North 

Royalton 

Before I Sleep I Say Thank You  
Carol Gordon Ekster, Author  
Mary Rojas, Illustrator 

This beautiful advent calendar based on the Gos-

pels, will help your child enter day after day the 

joyful expectancy of Advent. The calendar is a 

beautiful drawing of the Bethlehem countryside 

with windows to open each day to reveal the 

events leading to the birth of Jesus. Included is a 

lovely 48- page companion booklet that encour-

ages family reflection and prayer.  

Advent with Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta: Daily Meditations  
Heidi Hess Saxton, Author 
Servant Publications $12.99 

This newest book for Advent 

is a small book of medita-

tions which includes the sea-

sons of Advent and Christ-

mas.  There is a treasure of thoughts including 

special feast days during those seasons. Mother 

Teresa’ s life and writings, marked by  

simplicity and humility,  will help you quiet 

yourself in the presence of the Lord as you pre-

pare for His coming at Christmas and every day 

into your heart anew.  

Savor the season with these advent picks 

Wishing you 

and yours  

all the  

blessings  

of this Holy  

Christmas 

season and 

a blessed 

New Year! 
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“God Is Good News” is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church  

Editor: Patti Bertschler.  

Staff: Irma Baker, Mary Lou Mallinak, Chris Walter    
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1200 West Sprague Road, Parma, OH 44134 

Saint Matthias Church 
(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org  

Masses 
Saturday:   4 p.m.  
Sunday:   9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:  8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday:    No service 
 

Reconciliation 
Anytime by appointment or Saturday 3–3:45 p.m. 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 

Tom Litwinowicz - Deacon  

Ken Golonka - Deacon Emeritus 

Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister - Catechesis 

Gloria Litwinowicz - Youth Minister  

Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 

Joe Mikolajczyk - Cantor/Choral Director 

Michael Starinsky - Business Manager 

Chris Walter - Office Manager 

Laura Walters - Receptionist 

Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  
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