
  

 

Deaconate a family journey for Tom Litwinowicz 

God Is Good News 
O R D I N A R Y  T I M E   J U L Y  T O  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

  

By Patti Bertschler 

Five years ago, parishioner Tom Litwinowicz gathered his 

family and announced, “I want to become a deacon.” Satur-

day, May 7, Deacon Tom realized his dream at his ordina-

tion.  Daughter Brianne and son Jeremy recall the moment 

and the journey. 

Brianne, now 18 and a sophomore at the University of 
Toledo, was not surprised. “Dad, remember I told you six 

years ago that if you were not a teacher, you’d be a dea-

con.”  

Her feelings about her father’s ordination and first Mass at 

St. Matthias?  “All joy! It was so moving seeing him on the 

altar for the first time. This took so much perseverance, 

because besides our family and work, Dad was also taking 

care of his mother who was in a nursing home.”  

Son Jeremy wasn’t sure what to think, though his perspec-

tive changed considerably. A recent Facebook post de-

scribed his father’s journey. “He spent years juggling every-

thing from teaching to weekly religion class and homework 

to taking my sister and me to school events or colleges,” 

Jeremy says. “Everything Dad has done has inspired me, 

and he will continue to do so for the rest of my life.” 

Reflecting on his calling, Deacon Tom says, “My vocation 

was a gentle progression of nudges for about three years 

before I decided.” Tom taught math at St. Albert the Great 

and for the last three years at Padua Francis-

can. The family belonged to St. Leo parish, 
and eventually became members at St. Mat-

thias because of “the welcoming people and 

fellowship.”  

Punctuating his admiration, Jeremy adds, 

“Dad, I love you and can’t wait to see you 

take on the world as the best Deacon Dad 

ever.”  

It was an inti-
mate family 
moment at 
Deacon Tom 
Litwinowicz’s 
first Mass as  
he received  
the Offertory 
gifts from his 
wife Gloria,  
son Jeremy  
and daughter 
Brianne. 

Dear Deacon Ken, 

You have been our most humble spiritual guide, mentor and example of 

Christian service.  Some of us even think of you as our parish grandfather.   

As you retire from the deaconate, we thank you for getting your hands 

dirty with us; for challenging us to broaden our awareness and actions in 
the global community; for listening to us more with your heart than with 

your ears.   

Yours is a gentle strength, a passionate commitment and action-centered 

kindness that we will not ever forget.   

Open letter to Deacon Ken 
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What if ? 

I am divorced. 

I am abused. 

I am lonely. 

I am overwhelmed. 

I am grieving. 

I have lost my job. 

What now? 

Stephen Ministry serves those in need              

Dear Church, 

In response to Pope Francis’s Jubilee "Year of 

Mercy," our parish enrolled in the Stephen Se-

ries–a ministry training laypeople in one-to-one 

Christian caring. 

Deacon Tom, Leslie Langa and I just concluded 

a weeklong training to become Stephen Minis-

try Leaders.  Leaders train and oversee Stephen 

Ministers in caring for parishioners experienc-

ing crises in their lives. 

The 50-hour training teaches skills such as ef-

fective listening and bringing Christ’s love to 

those grieving, hurting or experiencing other 

life stressors. Ministers are then assigned a 

"Care-receiver" to journey with as long as nec-
essary. Stephen Ministers also spend four to 

five hours a month in supervision and continu-

ing education. 

Loving others in Jesus’ name is a challenge, 

privilege and opportunity for all Christians, for 

the Holy Spirit has given gifts to use in service 

to others (1 Corinthians 12:7–11).  

And of course we all can have the knowledge 

that when the pains of life come our way, 

someone will be there ready to bring God’s 

love to us in a very personal way.  

Perhaps God is calling you to be one of these 

caring, committed servants who offer Christ’s 

love to those who are hurting. 

Deacon Tom, Leslie Langa and Louise Miller 
will begin recruiting and training interested 

Stephen Ministers in the next few months. We 

anticipate having the ministry fully up and 

running by the beginning of 2017. 

Please pray for the success of this ministry. 

    In God’s Mercy, 

PadRay 

Ponders 

We, the family of Saint Matthias, called to 
be disciples of Christ, reach out with a 
loving and caring spirit. Proclaiming the 
message of the Risen Lord, we provide 
for the spiritual growth and development 
of our community. By sharing liturgies, 
ministries and responsibilities, we pro-
mote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement  

of Saint Matthias Church 

By Dianne Laheta and Maria Wood 

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program 

is a hands-on approach to religious formation 

of the child. It is rooted in Sacred Scripture, 

liturgy and the educational philosophy and 

method of Maria Montessori.  

Each week, children gather in the atrium, a 

space with an area for learning the articles of 

the Mass with a smaller than child-size model 

altar. Another area is dedicated to the sacra-

ment of baptism. Another has dioramas depict-

ing events in Jesus’ life. Yet another section 

displays select parables, and a prayer table is 

set up in a space where children gather to pray.  

St. Matthias has two atriums: an upper room 

dedicated to children three to six, and class-

rooms dedicated to children six to nine. This 

program is held Sunday mornings from 9 to 

10:45.    

This fall, new student orientation will be Sun-

day, September 11. Classes begin Sunday, Sep-

tember 18. Information, registration forms and 

online payment options are available on our 

website, www.stmatthiashchurch.org. 

The Parish School of Religion (PSR) begins 

Monday September 19. Registration and pay-

ment options are on the website. 

Sam, having been in the atrium since he was 

three, had a great love for God’s Word in the 

Bible. Upon receiving his own Bible in a cere-

mony in the Level II atrium he exclaimed, 
“This is the best day of my life.” 

Good Shepherd Catechesis: Rooted in 
Scripture; Uses Montessori Style 

http://www.stmatthiashchurch.org/
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Jessica…I am 23 years old, a graduate of 

Baldwin Wallace, and finishing my first year 

teaching at St. Rocco’s in Cleveland. 

Although I first made ALPHA eight years ago 

preparing for Confirmation, I’m at a different 

stage in my life and am actively seeking ways 

to come closer to God.  This was a perfect way 

to begin my journey.   

ALPHA allowed me to make close connections 

with my table group, connections I wasn’t ex-

pecting to make. I looked forward to those 

weekly Thursdays meetings; I couldn’t believe 

how quickly eight weeks went. 

Weekly dinners were extremely unique.   Meals 

are homemade by kitchen volunteers.  To me it 

felt like family dinner, sitting and talking about 

what‘s been going on in your week and getting 

to see people as more than just your ALPHA 

table.  You see them as people who work and 

have kids and a life outside of church.   

It’s always been intimidating for me to have 

conversations with people so strong in their 

faith, because I know I am working on that for 

myself.  These dinners helped me realize they 

are not intimidating at all, and really helped 
strengthen the connections with my table 

mates.   

Moving forward, I am excited to continue my 

journey.  I signed up for bible study with Dea-

con Ken, and my family started a bible study 

group.  Our ALPHA table discussed staying in 
touch with each other as well. I learned so 

much about myself and how to deepen my rela-

tionship with God.   

Everyday Faith… 

ALPHA brings faith to life 
By Megan Morehouse and Jessica Walter  

Megan…After attending Padua Franciscan and 

graduating from Kent State with a Bachelor of 

Science in sports administration, I now work as 
a learning specialist in Kent’s athletic depart-

ment. 

My cousin Jessica invited me to join two aunts 

and an uncle to the ALPHA course.  I didn’t 

know what to expect other than some classes 

about Christian beliefs and Jesus.  It was so 

much more. 

Speakers and videos focused on how to grow in 

our individual relationships with Jesus.  Our 

table discussions really dug into what the topics 

meant for each of us, and we grew closer over 

the eight week course. 

What stood out was the retreat weekend which 

brought me closer to the Holy Spirit.  Looking at 

the future and how I plan to use what I’ve 

learned about my faith helped me consider how 

to include this in my everyday life.   

We discussed staying in touch monthly with our 

table group to reconnect.  I plan to keep the 

spirit of ALPHA in motion by doing a monthly 

bible study with my family and by discerning 

about being on the next ALPHA team this fall. 

I definitely recommend this course to anyone 
who wants to further develop or bring one’s faith 

to life. 

 

 

Cousins Megan Morehouse and Jessica Walter recently 
completed the ALPHA program at St. Matthias. 

 

Please remember  

those serving  

in the military, 

especially the 

members of our 

parish family...  

 

Patrick Chalupa 

Teran Chapman 

Delaney Davis 

Christopher Dominick  

Joey Fulton 

Joshua Haugh 

Michael Mantica 

Tim Ryan  

David Schmidt 

Timothy Schmidt  

Sean Sirl 

We regularly send 

Care Packages to our 
military members. 
Check the weekly 

bulletin (you can find 

it online) for a list of 
items we’re able to 

send, and are needed 

by the troops. All 
donations are 

appreciated and can 

be put in the bin in 

the Gathering Area.  

 

We also need bakers 
to bake and drop off 
baked goods to send 

to the military.  
For details, call Karen 

Spirakus at  

216-524-7070. 

 

Bishop Lennon has assigned Father Art Snedekar 

to be "In Residence" at St. Matthias. In Residence 

means Father will live at St. Matthias and have no 

official duties. Father 

agrees, however, to 
assist at liturgies as 

health and time allow. 

Father has served at 

parishes in Cleveland 

and Akron. Following a 

heart attack and sur-

gery, he served 11 years 

as chaplain at Metro-

Health. In 2011 he was 

given early retirement by Bishop Lennon. As a 

retired priest of the diocese, Father helped us on 

occasion for Sunday liturgies. He has found eve-
ryone very welcoming since the first Mass he 

offered a few years ago and looks forward to 

making St. Matthias his home.  

Welcome Father Art 
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Be in the Know… 

All about ALPHA 
By Chris Walter 

ALPHA is a series exploring our Christian faith 

and generating conversation among the mem-

bers. Sessions begin with a meal at 6:30 pm, 

then singing hymns at 7. Following a presenta-

tion by a team member or a video on a Christian

-related topic, table groups engage in conversa-

tion in an honest, friendly, open environment.  

Sessions conclude at 8:30 pm.   

The ALPHA weekend focuses on the Holy 

Spirit and takes place off-site beginning Friday 

evening from 6-9:00 and running Saturday from 

9 - 2. 

This Lent, 45 participants and 16 team members 

participated in ALPHA. The kitchen crew 

headed by Paul Clark and Dianne Laheta pre-

pared wonderful meals; babysitting was avail-

able for those who needed it.   

Our next ALPHA series runs September 22 

through November 17. Look in weekly bulletins 

or on our website, www.stmatthiaschurch.org 

for registration information. 

Father Ray says, “Each ALPHA develops its own person-
ality. I measure the success of the course by the follow-up. 
This one was great. Several have come back for Deacon 
Ken’s scripture course. About a dozen came forward ask-
ing us to have another ALPHA in the fall. (We will.) Still 
another dozen are interested in Bishop Barron's course on 
Catholicism which I hope to have next winter after the 
holidays.” 

Choir members lead in song at the ALPHA retreat. 

Choir musicians add joyful music. 

Success 
is in  

follow up 
 

“Each  
ALPHA  

develops  
its own  

personality.  
I measure 

the success 
of the course 
by the follow
-up. This one 
was great. ”  

 
Fr. Ray 

Head chef Paul Clark and team member Dianne Laheta count the 
free-will offering for the meal their team prepared each week.   
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What is 

ALPHA? 

Anyone inter-

ested in finding 

out more about 

the Christian faith. 

Adults of all ages 

are welcome. 

Learning and 

laughter. It is pos-

sible to learn 

about the Chris-

tian faith and to 

have fun at the 

same time! 

People meeting 

together. An op-

portunity to get to 

know others and 
to make new 

friends. 

Helping one 

another. The small 

groups give you a 
chance to discuss 

issues raised dur-

ing the talks. 

Ask anything. 

ALPHA is a place 

where no question 

is seen as too sim-

ple or too hostile. 

 

 Next ALPHA 

Thursday  

evenings,  

Sept. 22 to 

Nov. 17 
Watch the  

bulletin and/or 

our parish 

website  

for more  

information.  

ALPHA members praise God in song during their retreat in Strongsville. 

One of the 
features of 
ALPHA is  

faith-sharing 
in small 

groups.  

(Above) Table 
leaders guide the 
group discussion 
on topics such as 
Who is Jesus?   
Why and how 
should I Pray?    
What is my role in 
the church?  
...and more. 
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Faith and fun mark 
parish events... 

This year's 
Confirmandi are 

"all shook up." 
In his homily, 
Bishop Gries 

explained that 
"Baptism is like 
chocolate milk 

in which the 
chocolate  

settles at the 
bottom of the 

glass. But  
Confirmation 

stirs up the 
chocolate!"  

Dancing to “Good Fight” by Unspoken, a few 
youth really got into the beat at their traditional 

closing activity following the 11:00 Renewal 
Mass.  Lou Zigmund, Youth Renewal adult team 
member, describes "Dance for Food "which the 

kids on the team started about ten years ago. 
"With all of the deep material, it is a way for the 

guests to blow off some steam.” 

A year of preparation in the Good Shepherd program brought these children 
to their First Holy Communion Day on  April 30. 
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Glad to be in the indoor food line away from the 
pouring rain outside, no one seems to mind that the 

classrooms are snug at the annual parish picnic. 

Teens sport  “Rise to 
the Challenge” t-shirts 
identifying their 2016 
renewal theme. 

Knights of Columbus volunteer Curt Pavlick mans the grill of BBQ 
meats under a tent in case the rain returns. 
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“God Is Good News” is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church  

Editor: Patti Bertschler.  

Staff: Irma Baker, Mary Lou Mallinak, Chris Walter    
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1200 West Sprague Road, Parma, OH 44134 

Saint Matthias Church 
(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org  

Masses 
Saturday:   4 p.m.  
Sunday:   9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:  8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday:    No service 
 

Reconciliation 
Anytime by appointment or Saturday 3–3:45 p.m. 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 

Tom Litwinowicz - Deacon  

Ken Golonka - Deacon Emeritus 

Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister - Catechesis 

Gloria Litwinowicz - Youth Minister  

Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 

Joe Mikolajczyk - Cantor/Choral Director 

Michael Starinsky - Business Manager 

Chris Walter - Office Manager 

Laura Walters - Receptionist 

Joe Medwetz & Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  
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