
  

 

Garage sale raises funds for Haiti February 15-18 

God Is Good News 
L E N T — E A S T E R — P E N T E C O S T   F E B R U A R Y  T O  M A Y  2 0 1 8  

  

In the fall, parish staffers were discussing ways to raise 

money for Homes for Haiti, a project of Food For The Poor, 

a ministry serving 17 Latin American and Caribbean coun-

tries. A visit to their web site reveals that, “As of August 

2017, Food For the Poor has built 1,756 housing units. 

Since 1995, a total of 28,602 housing units have been built 

in Haiti, and 16,472 of these housing units were built fol-

lowing the January 2010 earthquake.” 

Our relationship with this ministry began less than two 

years ago when St. Matthias hosted one of their representa-

tives to speak at Masses. It was later at their Florida office 

that Father Ray first saw the statue of Jesus the Beggar 

which inspired him to request that a replica be placed in our 

own parish. Currently residing in the Gathering Area, its 

presence continues to remind us of God’s love for the poor 

and of our duty to serve them.   

So, it was at this staff meeting that Gina Gazda (photo on 

right) first suggested a garage sale as a fundraiser and she is 

supervising the project. She melds the expertise she devel-

oped from many years in retail and her own garage sales 

with this fundraising ministry.   

Gina brings St. Matthias a way not only to raise money for 

a good cause but to help people divest themselves of some 

of their earthly goods. Parishioners, neighbors and friends 

have been donating clothing, furniture and other items to 

begin a Lenten fast of sorts on the days immediately follow-

ing Ash Wednesday. And, with a renewed desire to serve 

the poor, St. Matthias has chosen to donate its time, talent 

and treasure. 

Thursday, Feb. 15 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

“Early Bird”  
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

 $2.00 Admission 

Friday, Feb. 16 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Free Admission 

Saturday, Feb. 17 

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Free Admission 

Sunday, Feb. 18 

12: noon - 2:00 p.m. 

Free Admission 

Sale will be in the classrooms each day. Items not sold at end of sale Sunday will be donated. 
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Compassion’s 

Four Goals 

Do not judge 

Do not condemn 

Forgive 

Pardon 

Year of Compassion sets lofty goals 
Dear Church, 

Following Pope Francis’ Year of Mercy in 

2017, we would like to deepen our parish com-

mitment with a Year of Compassion. Jesus’ 

words in Luke 6: 36-38, “Be compassionate as 

your heavenly Father is compassionate,” gives 

us four goals:  do not judge; do not condemn; 

pardon; forgive. 

I read once that the more we judge others and 

condemn their behaviors, the more we build 

walls around ourselves, brick by brick. We set 

ourselves up as better-than and begin to close 

ourselves off to acknowledging the needs of 

those “less deserving.” 

Our Year of Compassion beginning this Lent 

will help us break down any walls we may still 

have by our focus on the marginalized and 

needy locally and internationally.   

Three of our parishioners are traveling with a 

group from St. Albert the Great to El Salvador 

to cut people’s hair in four villages (High Fives 

article, pg. 7). Also under the auspices of Food 

for the Poor, we would like to build three du-

plexes in Haiti and later this year send a dele-

gation to meet the families who will benefit. 

Funds for the Haiti project are being raised by 

our parish garage sale (see pg. 1), the selling 

of the Timothy P. Schmalz statues and from 

private donations during Lent.   

Locally, a new ministry called “Find a Need 

and Fill It” will focus on short-term quarterly 

projects for the bereaved (see below) and for 

other needy in Parma, Cleveland and sur-

rounding areas.   

Though we are a small parish, there is some-

thing for everyone to do. Let us search our 

hearts this Lent to get involved.  Do one thing.  

Show how we are compassionate as our heav-

enly Father is compassionate.   

    In God’s Mercy, 

PadRay 

Ponders 

Aptly called “Find a Need and Fill It,” this new 

ministry hopes to attract parishioners interested 

in short-term outreach projects. Parish Council 

approved this ministry for one year pending 

interest for four different initiatives. 

Our first project involves creating Angel 

Gowns, also known as Bereavement Gowns, 

given to parents who have experienced a tragic 

neonatal loss. During one of the saddest times 

of their lives, the gown is given to the mother/

father by the maternity nurses to wear at the 

funeral of their 

child.   

Staff at UH/

Parma Hospital 

and MetroHealth 

Medical Center 

are eager to re-

ceive gowns 

made by our 

parishioners.   

How can I help? 

Traditionally, 

Angel Gowns are created from wedding dress-

es. If your wed-

ding gown is not 

being handed 

down and is still 

boxed up, please 

consider donat-

ing it to this 

cause. Dresses 

can be left in the 

choir room. 

If you are a 

seamstress—

even a begin-

ner—we need 

you to cut and 

sew the Angel Gowns from a wedding dress 

given to you. A basic pattern is available. Be as 

simple or as creative as you wish.  

To donate a wedding dress or sew an Angel 

Gown, please call Patti Bertschler at (216) 334-

5056. We hope to complete this project by the 

end of March.  

New ministry finds needs and fills them 
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Friends in life and service 
 

  

Please remember  

those serving  

in military, especially 

the members of our 

parish family...  

 

Patrick Chalupa 

Delaney Davis 

Christopher Dominick  

Kevin Frattin 

Joshua Haugh 

David Jaklitsch   

Craig Kolling 

Antonio Lonero 

Gregory Payne 

Ricky Richardson 

David Schmidt 

Timothy Schmidt  

Sean Sirl 

Aaron Sykora 

We regularly send 

Care Packages to our 

military members. 

Check the weekly 

bulletin (you can find 

it online) for a list of 

items we’re able to 

send, and are needed 

by the troops. All 

donations are 

appreciated and can 

be put in the bin in 

the Gathering Area.  

We also need bakers 

to bake and drop off  

cookies to send to  

the military.  

For details, call  

Karen Spirakus at  

216-524-7070 

By Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk 

Ricky Richardson and Antonio 

Lonero are good friends who 

met at St. Matthias and later 

attended Trinity High School, 

graduating in 2016 and 2014 

respectively. Ricky is the son 

of Kathleen McNamee, grand-

son of Curt and Mary Jane 

Pavlik and brother of Brianna 

affectionately known as 

“Sissy.” Antonio is the son of 

Doug and Michelle Lonero.  

A Navy Airman, Ricky is sta-

tioned in Yokosuka, Japan 

aboard the USS Ronald 

Reagan (CVN 76). He works 

with Aviation Ordnance, that 

is, aircraft armament weapons. 

Not ready for college, Ricky 

joined right after high school 

because he wanted to make a 

difference. He had been inves-

tigating the services since mid-

dle school.   

Antonio joined the Ohio National Guard after 
his sophomore year in 2016. Both his parents 
and he agree that his service has increased 
his maturity and confidence.  

Ricky’s mother thinks the Navy is a wonderful 

way for him to travel, receive valuable training 

and open his mind to the world. He chose the 

Navy when they offered him a higher rank be-

cause he is an Eagle Scout. Ricky hopes to join 

the Special Warfare Combatant-Craft Crewmen 

(SWCC), a specialized group that supports Na-

vy Seals.   

Antonio is an Army National Guard Infor-

mation Technology Specialist (ITS) currently 

conducting maintenance checks for his unit’s 

vehicles and generators. Post boot camp, his 

training consists of a weekend a month and two 

weeks in the summer while his unit awaits de-

ployment. He is currently a junior at Baldwin 

Wallace University where he works the Help 

Desk as a Computer Information Systems ma-

jor.   

Throughout his service, Antonio has main-

tained strong ties to his spiritual community. 

While attending the FEST, a Catholic family 

festival, Antonio proposed to Alexis Marie 

“Lulu” Capasso. Their wedding is scheduled 

Ricky thinks the Navy “has made me mature a 
lot quicker… [and]…become more organized.”  
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 ~ 2018 Lenten Liturgy Schedule ~ 

Ash Wednesday 
February 14 
Mass & ashes 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Scripture & ashes  12 noon 
 

Lenten Regulations  
As Jesus fasted 40 days in the desert, the Church tradition-
ally fasts during Lent as a gesture of repentance and a 

reminder of our dependence on the love of God.  

Fasting: Ages 18-59 fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday, one full meal and two smaller meals, no snacking 

between meals. 

Abstinence: Ages 14 and older, no meat on Ash 
Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent. 

~ Reconciliation ~  
Feb. 28  Diocesan-wide Celebration of the 

Sacrament of Penance; Fr. Ray will 
be hearing confessions from 5-8 p.m. 

~ Stations of the Cross ~  

On the following Fridays: 
Feb. 16  7 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
Feb. 23  7 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
Mar.  2   7 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
Mar.  9   6 p.m.  Coffee House followed by the 

movie “The Passion of The 
Christ”  

Mar. 16   7 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
Mar. 30  noon    Stations of the Cross 
   

By Chris Walter   

As in previous years, St Matthias offers a number of opportunities to 

make our Lent more meaningful. Use this time to grow in faith and 

deepen your relationship with the Lord.   

 

 Men’s and Women’s Bible Study – St. Matthias Women’s 

Bible Study meets every Tuesday morning at 9 a.m. Contact  

Florence Visk at 440-804-6174. Men’s Bible Study meets the 1st 

and 3rd Wednesday mornings of the month at 9 a.m. Contact Ray 

Fazio at 440-845-1434. 

 Stations of the Cross – Attend any of the Stations on our 

schedule listed to the left or in the weekly bulletin.  

 Evening of Confession - Wednesday, February 28, 2018 our 

parish and all of the parishes in the Diocese will offer “An Even-

ing of Confession” from 5:00 pm -8:00 pm. Parishioners are 

asked to evangelize by inviting family or friends who are away 

from the Church to join in this special Lenten practice. Priests at 

all parishes will be present for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

As Pope Francis says, “The joy of God is the joy of forgiveness.” 

More information is available at www.welcomecaholics.com. 
 

 Jesuit Retreat House – Go to www.jrh-cleveland.org to con-

sult their retreat schedule and register for a retreat for a weekend, 

a day or an evening.    

 

 Lent, A New Beginning, Spiritual Reflections by Pope 

Francis - Books will be available in the Gathering Area. 

 

Try these great ideas to enrich your Lent 
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Special Lenten Events: 

 Garage Sale: St. Matthias is holding a garage sale Thursday, 

February 15, 2018—Sunday, February 18, 2018. All proceeds 

of the garage sale will go towards our Food for the Poor/Homes 

for Haiti Project. See story on page 1 or check the website or 

weekly bulletin for more details. 

 

 CRS Solidarity Tour: Share the journey of hope with Thom-

as Awiapo on Tuesday, February 20 from 7-8:30 p.m. at St. 

Matthias Church. Thomas Awiapo shares his story of survival 

as a child facing hunger in West Africa. In his search for food, 

Thomas encountered CRS Ghana’s programing at an elemen-

tary school in his village. This Lent, Thomas hopes to take you 

on a journey of encounter. He’d like to share with you his per-

sonal story and the stories of our neighbors that have benefited 

from your participation in the CRS Rice Bowl Program.  
 

 Tetelestai: The long-running musical passion play Tetélestai 

will be coming to St. Matthias the Apostle – March 23, 24 

and 25, 2018.  The cast & crew of this visually moving passion 

play is excited to share the Good News of Easter with you.  

Tetélestai brings the Gospel to life with a cast and crew of over 

100, full theatrical staging, sound and lighting, costumes and 

live singing. Watch the church website and newsletter for de-

tails and to see how you can attend or volunteer to help.  See-

ing the passion reenacted through Tetélestai is a powerful and 

moving way to prepare for the holy season of Easter. It has 

become a tradition for families across northeastern Ohio.  

Please visit LiveThePassion.org for more information. We 

hope to see you there. 

 

Try these great ideas to enrich your Lent 
Palm Sunday  
March 24  Mass 4 p.m. 
March 25  Mass 9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
 
Wednesday of Holy Week March 28 
Tenebrae   7:00 p.m. 
  

Holy Thursday  March 29   
Morning Prayer   8:30 a.m.  
Mass of Lord’s Supper  7 p.m.  
followed by Adoration until midnight  

Good Friday  March 30   
Morning Prayer   8:30 a.m.  
Stations of the Cross  12 noon 
Soup and Salad   5 p.m. 
Good Friday Liturgy  7 p.m. 
with veneration of the cross and Communion 
 

Holy Saturday  March 31 
Morning Prayer   8:30 a.m. 
Anointing of the Catechumens 9:00 a.m.  
Easter Vigil Mass  7:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday  April 1    
Mass    9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
 

Feast of the Ascension (Seventh Sunday of Easter) 
May 12  Mass 4 p.m. 
May 13  Mass 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.  
 

Pentecost 
June 19  Mass 4 p.m. 
June 20  Mass 9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
 

~ 2018 Eastertide Liturgy Schedule ~  
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High Fives… 

St. Matthias parishioners show compassion year-round 
Good things don’t just happen. There are good, 

talented, caring people working to make good 

things happen. Here’s to some of our parish-

ioners and their contributions. If you would like 

to nominate a parishioner for our High Fives 

feature, please contact Patti Bertschler at 

pbertschler@ncsmediation.com or call Chris 

Walter at the parish office (440) 888-8220.  

Young artist in the house. Combin-

ing his artistic talent with a strong desire to be 

of service, John K. (14) spent his summer 

designing, painting, baking and wrapping 20 

ceramic mugs as Christmas gifts for St. Matthi-

as homebound parishioners. John is an eighth 

grader at North Royalton Middle School.    

Secret Santas. Eleven high fives go to 

the St. Matthias families who “adopted” 10 

Brookside families and one parishioner family 

for Christmas. Gifts of clothing, shoes, boots 

and toys helped make their celebrations bright-

er with these corporal works of mercy. 

Little Tree. Lots of Love.  One of our 

favorite traditions is the annual Giving Tree 

decorated with ornaments representing a num-

ber of local charities. Kathy Hronek and 
Sherri Zechman choose ornaments from the 

Giving Tree benefiting Brookside, Womankind, 

the jail ministry, Metanoia and others.  

Breakfast in Bethlehem. “It was 

an honor to serve,” says Sal Ciulla who 

with other Knights of Columbus set up, 

served and cleaned up on December 3. 

About a dozen children and their families 

were treated to a pancake breakfast and a 

visit from St. Nicholas who regaled at-

tendees with Christmas stories. Thanks go 

Jake Penko (far right and happy not to be on the table) 
offers a cup of juice to fellow Paduan during their blood 

drive. 
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High Fives… 

St. Matthias parishioners show compassion year-round 
to chefs Dave Zuber, Dave 
Cremona, Jim Gazda, Al 
Komar, Curt Pavlik, and to 
servers Ray Fazio, Jim Ro-
hal and Al Burke 
(Assumption). Tom Ry-
marczyk set up the Christmas 

tree, and Bob Arbuckle set up 

and arranged tables. And let us 

not forget the many wives 

who helped, too!   

Giving and receiving. 
Years ago, Tom and Marie 
Shiban prepared a meal for 

PSR confirmands, and after-

wards helped the students bake 

small loaves of bread to distrib-

ute at Thanksgiving Day Mass. 

For this year’s Mass, Marie 
Shiban and Virginia Coyle 

did a variation on this theme, and between 

them baked 60 loaves of bread. Parishioners in 

“messy lines” as Father Ray likes them, 

brought canned 

goods to the altar 

and took home a 

loaf of bread for 

their families from 

baskets provided 

by Marie and Vir-

ginia. What a 

thoughtful gesture 

on their parts.  

El Salvador 
Bound. In just a 

few days, Lynn 
Muniak, Leslie 
Malvic and Kim 
Tenhagen will 

travel to Teo-

tepeque, El Salva-

dor to cut hair for 

men, women and 

children in four 

villages. Kim, a 

stylist at Sky Salon 

in Strongsville, collected balloons, hair bows 

and ties, coloring books, chalk and more to 

entertain the children as they work.  Financial 

donations from Sky Salon’s fundraiser and pri-

vate donations will be given to San Pedro Cath-

olic Church for needy parishioners. We join in 

prayer for safe travels for this team between 

February 18-24. 

Three little girls from Teotepequek, 
El Salvador squeeze to sit on Lynn 

Muniak’s lap during a play break.  
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“God Is Good News” is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church.  

Editor: Patti Bertschler 

Staff: Irma Baker, Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk, Chris Walter    
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(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org  

Masses 
Saturday:   4 p.m.  
Sunday:   9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
Holy Days: 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:  8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday:    No service 

Reconciliation 
Anytime by appointment or Saturday 3-3:45 p.m. 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 

Rev. Art Snedeker - In residence  

Tom Litwinowicz - Deacon  

Ken Golonka - Deacon Emeritus 

Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister - Catechesis 

Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 

Joe Mikolajczyk - Cantor/Choral Director 

Mike Starinsky - Business Manager 

Chris Walter - Office Manager 

Laura Walters - Receptionist 

Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  

Gina Gazda - Cook/Housekeeper 
 

High Fives… 

We, the family of Saint Matthias, called to be disciples of Christ, 
reach out with a loving and caring spirit. Proclaiming the message 
of the Risen Lord, we provide for the spiritual growth and develop-
ment of our community. By sharing liturgies, ministries and re-
sponsibilities, we promote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement  

of Saint Matthias Church 


