
  

 

When you have only one chance to dress your child 

God Is Good News 
O R D I N A R Y  T I M E   J U L Y  T O  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

  

“We had a recent infant loss on our unit, and an angel gown 

was given to the parents,” said Tracy Park, nurse manager at 

Hillcrest Hospital’s NICU. “What means so much is the 

thought behind the gown--that someone would provide a 

treasured memory for someone they don’t know and whose 

heart is broken.”   

Tracy’s sentiment expresses feelings stated by so many 

generous parishioners and community members who do-

nated 41 of their cherished wedding dresses to our Angel 

Gown Project within three weeks this January. By mid-

February, 35 seamstresses came forward transforming 

these dresses into 308 tiny bereavement gowns. 

By June, gowns were donated to Hillcrest, MetroHealth, 

St. John and Westshore, UH Parma, UH Ashtabula, Fair-

view Hospital, Geauga County Medical Center, Back in 

His Arms Again (Columbus, OH) and many local funeral 

homes.  

Heartfelt thanks to the 76 women from our parish and the 

local community who jumped in to mobilize this first 

project for our “Find a Need and Fill It” Ministry. 

Though our project is complete, many national Angel 

Gown ministries can be found online if you still wish to 

be involved.   

Besides our own parishioners, many responded to a 

short article in Mimi’s, The Broadview Journal and the 

Sun Press calling for seamstresses and wedding dresses. 

Stories of why they participated are wide-ranging.   

Lynn Zielaskiewicz enjoyed creating “something new 

out of something old and that it’s so meaningful for 

grieving parents who don’t need to take time to buy a 

gown.” 

And with a grand total of 26 angel gowns, Diana Kukwa 

appreciated “putting wedding dresses hanging in closets 

to good use for those parents who can’t afford a burial 

gown.” Some who are caregivers were looking for a 

short-term project so they still feel involved in charity 

work. Some knew of friends who experienced an infant 

loss and wanted to sew in their memory. Others, sadly, 

knew the pain of personal loss and realized how much 

an Angel Gown would mean to another grieving parent. 

All commented on how much this little ministry touched 

their hearts. See pages 4 and 5 for more on this story. 

Dorothy Thomas’s 
wedding dress was 
transformed into an 
Angel Gown using the 
under skirting for a 
petticoat, another’s 
dress material and a 
silk hydrangea for 
decoration. Dorothy is 
the sister of parish-
ioner Marilyn Douglas.  

Although it snowed on April 17, the 2018 Confirmation class was 
all smiles with Bishop Amos after he bestowed the sacra-
ment. Congratulations to the 18 Confirmandi as they take the 
next step toward spiritual adulthood.  



2 

 

Plan ahead 

for 2019 

Pilgrimages! 

 

Haiti 

June/July 2019 

 

Holy Land 

Sept. 9-17, 2019 

‘Than longen folk to goon on pilgrimages’ 
Dear Church, 

Chaucer wrote the Canterbury Tales in Middle 

English. The line in the title of this article trans-

lates: Then, people long to go on pilgrimages. 

In 2020 St. Matthias parish will celebrate its 

40th Anniversary as a faith community. During 

the year of 2019, we will be planning a number 

of events emphasizing our being Called to Dis-

cipleship! I would like to invite you to join me 

on two “pilgrimages” during the summer and 

fall of 2019. 

2019 Mission Trip to Haiti 

During this past Lent, St. Matthias folks raised 

over $40,000 to build homes in Haiti. Some-

time next June or July (exact dates TBD this 

August), I would like to take a group of parish-

ioners to Haiti to see the result of our sacrifices. 

During the trip the group will visit the Ti 

Limbe Community to bless the homes, partici-

pate in a feeding with the children, visit Food 

For the Poor (FFP) office in CAP–Haitian, 

visit other FFP community development pro-

jects, visit other areas of need, and more!  

The cost of the trip is $1150 plus airfare for 

four nights in Haiti. I need a minimum of 10 

people and a maximum of 20 for St. Matthias to 

have a private group. If you are interested, 

please email me at rstrapper@yahoo.com. I will 

then give you a preliminary packet of informa-

tion. 

2019 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land    

In the Fall of 2019 (September 9-17), I invite 

you to join me on a Pilgrimage of a lifetime. 

We will visit the land of Jesus and the first Dis-

ciples. The price is $4209 per person for a dou-

ble. It includes airfare from Hopkins Airport, 

hotels in Israel, 9 days, 15 meals. 

Some highlights of the Pilgrimage include: 

 Visit the Church of All Nations, built over 

the rock on which Jesus prayed the night 

before His crucifixion. 

 Celebrate daily Mass at various sites.  

 Visit Pools of Bethesda where Jesus healed 

the paralytic. 

 Visit the cities of Nazareth and Bethlehem. 

 Follow the Via Dolorosa, walked by Our 

Lord on His way to Cavalry. 

 Possible Mass at the actual Tomb of the 

Resurrection! 

Finally, I would like to invite you to a special 

travel presentation on the pilgrimage at St. 

Matthias Church on Thursday, August 9, 2018 

at 7:00 pm. Please RSVP to me at rstrap-

per@yahoo.com or call Sally Sutter of Mer-

maid Travel, 740-407-2157. (Full disclosure: 

Sally Sutter is my Sister-in-law) 

    In God’s Mercy, 

PadRay 

Ponders 

Bishop Perez has appointed Reverend Vincent J. 

Hawk M.Div. as Diocesan Director of Newman 

Campus Catholic Ministry in the diocese effective 

July 1, 2018. Father Hawk will oversee the pas-

toral administration and organizational operation 

of Newman Campus Catholic Ministry across the 

diocese. He will also continue in his role as pastor 

of St. Peter Parish in Loudonville, Ohio, and as 

chaplain at Ashland University Newman Campus 

Catholic Ministry. (From Ohio Catholic) 

Father Vince is the son of parishioners Terry and 

Denise Hawk.  Prayers and congratulations to 

your family. 

Parish son tapped 
for Newman ministry 
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Wheels up for Army and Navy 
servicemen Haugh and Frattin 

 

 

Please remember  

those serving  

in military, especially 

the members of our 

parish family...  

 

Patrick Chalupa 

Delaney Davis 

Christopher Dominick  

Kevin Frattin 

Joshua Haugh 

David Jaklitsch   

Craig Kolling 

Antonio Lonero 

Gregory Payne 

Ricky Richardson 

David Schmidt 

Timothy Schmidt  

Sean Sirl 

Aaron Sykora 

We regularly send 

Care Packages to our 

military members. 

Check the weekly 

bulletin (you can find 

it online) for a list of 

items we’re able to 

send, and are needed 

by the troops. All 

donations are 

appreciated and can 

be put in the bin in 

the Gathering Area.  

We also need bakers 

to bake and drop off  

cookies to send to  

the military.  

For details, call  

Karen Spirakus at  

216-524-7070 

By Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk 

Army Sergeant 

Joshua Haugh, 28, 

is the grandson of 

parishioners Tom 

and Janet Malec. 

In 2009, Josh 

joined the Army 

after graduating 

from Rittman 

High School with 

dreams of travel, 

getting a steady 

job and doing 

something worth-

while with his 

life. He traveled 

from basic train-

ing at Fort Jack-

son, SC, to Ft 

Eustis, VA, for 

job training in 

Apache Longbow 

Avionics, Electric 

and Systems Repair. His first duty was five 

years in Germany with two deployments to Ku-

wait and Iraq. After three years at Hunter 

Army Airfield in GA he is now stationed 

at Ft. Riley, KS, with his wife Cheyenne 

and their 9-month-old daughter Genoa 

Yvonne, two of those “worthwhile” ad-

ditions he was seeking.   

Joshua believes that the military made 

him “more outgoing.” He said he has 

become more of a leader, “…quick and 

confident in my decisions….”   

His parents agree. “Because of his quiet, 

laid back approach,” they had concerns 

about his work future. Still they have 

been reassured by his skills and knowl-

edge as well as his happiness with his 

job. They instilled in Joshua a “strong 

work ethic, respect for others and love of 

family”—values which have helped him 

bond with his military family. But he is often 

spiritually challenged by the many religious 

beliefs represented by his peers and the Army 

code of “Mission first, everything else second.”  

Joshua would like to thank St. Matthias for both 

their prayers and care packages. He assures me 

that nothing has ever gone to waste.    

Army Sergeant Joshua Haugh has 
seen much of the world with his 
specialty in Apache electric and 
systems repair. Stationed in Ger-
many, Kuwait and Iraq, Haugh is 
now stateside in Kansas with his 

wife Cheyenne and their baby girl. 

Parishioners Jeff and Karen Frattin are parents 

of naval aviator Lieutenant Kevin Frattin who 

had dreams of becoming a pilot since he was 

three years old. In 2012, Kevin earned his 

Bachelor’s Degree in Aeronautical Engineer-

ing and received his basic training at the 

United States Naval Academy. In his senior 

year he earned a pilot’s spot in flight school 

which he attended for over two years. Fulfill-

ing his childhood wish, he was selected to fly 

F/A-18C's. Most recently assigned to NAS 

Oceana in Virginia Beach, VA, in June and 

July he will be participating in RIMPAC 2018, 

a maritime warfare exercise with 26 other 

countries in the Pacific Ocean. 

Kevin and his parents agree that his service has 

made him more self-sufficient and confident. 

He adds, “honest and grounded.” At a young 

age he looked up to those who served and still 

considers it a duty and a privilege to do the 

same. He feels that the Naval community has 

given him the opportunity to share the values 

he learned at home; to work hard, respect oth-

ers, and love and serve God.  Kevin writes, “I 

feel that my service has brought me closer to 

God…that there is a reason why I've wanted to 

do this job my whole life and the fact that God 

brought me all the way…is nothing short of 

remarkable to me.” Having suffered the recent 

death of a fellow pilot, he asks us to pray espe-

cially for his safety and that of his fellow avia-

tors.    

Karen and Jeff Frattin say it with flowers as they visit with their son, 

navy pilot Lieutenant Kevin Frattin. 
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The one and only gown... 

With 60 people working together, it took only 

an hour to make 650 peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches and pack them into lunches for 

Metanoia and Brookside to feed the homeless. 

With 60 people working together, it took only 

an hour to make 650 peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches and pack them into lunches for 

Metanoia and Brookside to feed the homeless. 

With 60 people working together, it took only 

an hour to make 650 peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches and pack them into lunches for 

Metanoia and Brookside to feed the homeless. 

Volunteer seamstresses: 35  

Wedding dresses donated: 41 

Wedding Dress  

Donors 

Theresa Barrier 
Patti Bertschler 

Lana Blaze 
Allyn Davies 

Marilyn Douglas 
Jen Dusek 

Sandra Fulton 
Judy George 

Larry Kenny’s daughter 
Karen Kolosionek 

Diana Kukwa 
Becky Loechnowiz 

Janet Malec 
Ellen Manns 

Angela Marra/Jan Bluett 
Lynn Muniac 
Cindy Nogal 
Evelyn Peltz 

JoAnn Petras 
Joanne Radecki 

Ginny Russ 
Beverly Sevik 
Susan Shells  

Karen Spirakus 
Grace Starinsky 

Beverly Stepanek 
Diane Stevens  

Karen Sweeney 
Pat Tindal 

Rita Warner 
Mary Ryan 
Phyllis Uzl 

Gaile Zazzarra 
Lynn Zielaskiewicz 

Pamela Ziss 
And others 

Here’s just a small sampling of the 308 baby boy 
and baby girl gowns made from the generous do-
nation of wedding gowns and the caring creativ-
ity of our volunteer seamstresses. Adding tulle, 
lace, appliqués, handmade bow ties, buttons and 
ribbons to basic wedding dress material makes 
each gown unique. 

Some gowns can be 
used for either a girl 
or boy as is this one 
designed by Gudrun 
Swoboda. 

Rose Ro-
hal said, “It 
was one of 
the hardest 
things I 
ever 
did. Very 
emo-
tional. Very 
fulfilling.” 

“I was pulled to do it from the heart for 
these little souls. There’s a connection. 
When I cross over, I will see these little 
babies wearing my gowns.” said Carol 
Duke. “When you lose a baby, there’s 
only one chance to dress your child in 
something beautiful.” Carol’s sister, 
Mary Ryan, knitted the baby booties to 
go with the gown.  
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The one and only gown... 

Volunteer seamstresses: 35  

Angel gowns made:  

308 

Angel Gown  

Seamstresses 

Patti Bertschler 
Kelly Clifford 
Jane Dough 
Carol Duke 
Ann Egert 

Dorina Fodor (Parma  
Tailoring) 

Shirlyn Franko 
Sharon Gates 
Mary Jo Gavel 

Barb Heath 
Linda Iaconis 

Karen Kaupilla 
Carol Krause 
Diana Kukwa 
Judy Lewis 

Gary Malica’s friend 
Cindy Noga 
Evelyn Peltz 
Rose Rohal 
Donna Ross 

Cindy Rossman 
Sue Schmidt 

Donna Simec 
Ruth Sopata 

Beverly Stepanek 
Gudron Swoboda 

And others 
 

Special thanks to John 

Bertschler who dubbed him-

self the “Head Schlepper” 

and volunteered to pick up 

wedding dresses and angel 

gowns from all over the city.   

Research from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) 
and many other medical sources show that male  
infant mortality is 20 percent higher than among  
females under age 1 and at birth. We included equal 
numbers of boy and girl gowns per the request of  
local hospitals receiving our donations. 
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Following the April 8 liturgy, 
Bishop Perez blesses the 
“Jesus as Beggar” statue 
which is now in our outdoor 

prayer garden.  

A donation box was filled to overflowing as parish-

ioners donated over 400 pair of new and used eye-

glasses for our brothers and sisters who are home-

less in Cleveland. St. Brendan’s in North Olmsted 

joined our initiative adding over 100 pair of glasses.   

Carl Cook, Program Director of the Metanoia Pro-

ject housed at St. Malachi’s, 

explains, “We don’t often 

think about it, but the home-

less cannot afford to go to 

eye doctors, so this donation 

will help greatly. We open 

several Bibles and people 

test out the glasses by read-

ing passages!” 

Carl is not afraid to speak of 

his storied past. He grew up 

On Sunday, April 8, Bishop Nelson 

Perez visited St. Matthias to celebrate 

liturgy and dedicate our prayer garden 

designed with both the statue and con-

cept of Jesus the Beggar at its center. 

Father Ray first saw this statue at Food 

for the Poor, a Florida-based charity our 

parishioners have been generously sup-

porting.  

 

The readings that day served as a fitting 

prelude for the sermon and dedication 

which followed. In the Gospel, Jesus’s 

followers struggle to accept that a man 

once dead was now alive and walking 

in their midst. Repeatedly, Bishop 

Perez proclaimed this central and sim-

ple truth.  

 

In the readings, the consequences of 

accepting this truth appear equally sim-

ple – take action. The readings exhort 

us to obey the commandments, conquer 

the world, take care of one another and 

share what we have. They also proclaim 

the power of the Holy Spirit to change 

lives. 

 

The statue and garden blessed by the Bishop that day remind us that knowledge 

and grace are not given to us for us alone. And they provide us a space to ask if 

Jesus humbles himself and begs for others, how can we do less? “Jesus as Beg-

gar” is a profound testament to who Jesus is and who we are called to be.   

 

Bishop Perez encourages Gospel action 

SPECtacular response to call for eyeglasses 
in Cleveland Heights as son of a judge and phy-

sician. Carl’s path took a turn toward alcohol-

ism, drugs, homelessness and jail. He has been 

shot and run over by a car fleeing a robbery.  

Sober since 2005, he now dedicates his life to 

serving the poor and homeless.   

Although he runs St. 

Herman’s kitchen and 

serves up meals for 

Metanoia, he finds time 

to run programs like 

Courage to Change 

School and Project Save 

which offer educational, 

spiritual and practical 

guidance to help with 

housing and job 

searches. 

On the 
Calendar 

Christmas in July 

July 14-29 

We are support-

ing Brookside, 

Womankind, 

Prison Ministry, 

Good Samaritan 

and the Military 

with this year’s 

Christmas in 

July. Please take 

a tag starting on 

July 14; return 

the gift un-

wrapped with 

the tag attached, 

by July 29.  

 

 Holy Land  

Pilgrimage  

Info Meeting 

August 9 

Meeting to dis-

cuss 2019 trip to 

the Holy Land ~ 

Meeting will 

take place on 

August 9th at 

7:00 p.m. in the 

classrooms 

 

PSR registration 

begins  

August 18  

Online or pick 

up forms in the 

Gathering Area 

 

PSR Parent 

Meeting  

September 17  

7:00 p.m. 

 

PSR begins  

September 24   

6-7:15 p.m. 
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High Fives… 

St. Matthias parishioners 
find needs and fill them 

Good things don’t just happen. Good, talented, caring people make good things happen. To nominate a 

parishioner for High Fives, contact pbertschler@ncsmediation.com or call the office (440) 888-8220.  
Tetelastai performances sold out all 

three nights March 23-25 at St. Matthias as the 

cast and crew presented their famous Passion 

Play. High Fives to Louise Miller and dozens 

of parishioners who baked for the cast party, set 

up and cleaned up. Behind the scenes were 

Bob Arbuckle (Bravo!) facilities preparation 

and Dianne Laheta (Brava!) in charge of 

communications. A truly inspirational addition 

to our Lenten preparations.  

Looking sharp! Parishioner Kim Ten-

hagen and her helpers provided stylish hair-

cuts, braids and massages to 125 El Salvadorian 

children and adults. Kim’s sisters, Lynn Mu-
niak and Leslie Malvic, made rosary beads, 

blew bubbles, sang and created necklaces and 

bracelets with the children while they were 

waiting. Kim reflected that “they live a hard but 

simple life with an amazing love for Jesus. 

They are my example of how I want to live my 

life.” Their mission trip was February 18-24 and 

sponsored by Sky Salon in Strongsville where Kim 

works her magic. 

Baby business 
At a Womankind Vol-

unteer Appreciation 

event on April 19, Deb-
bie Jasany, RN (third 

from left) was honored 

with other volunteers at 

Woodside Center. Deb-

bie has been serving 

prenatal clients at 

Womankind for 10 

years!  

Father Ray (right, not in costume) takes a moment to chat 

with a few stars of Tetelastai. 

“Trust me,” says Kim to the preteen about to be shorn. 

While Kim cut hair, sisters Leslie Malvic and Lynn 
Muniac “were making bead rosaries, coloring, mak-
ing necklaces and bracelets, blowing bubbles and 
singing—all kid stuff,” laughs Lynn. 

”Martha, 
Martha…” 
there’s a 
place for 
you, too 

Beginning fall, 2018, 

we will be launching 

the Martha Ministry, a 

simple, beautiful, yet 

profound ministry that 

nearly everyone can 

be a part of. About 

ten minutes of train-

ing, you and a partner 

are ready to set the 

Lord’s table.  

 

During the liturgy, you 

and your partner will 

bring up the altar cloth 

to “set the table” for 

Eucharist—our most 

important meal of the 

week. You’ll pick up 

the altar cloth from 

the back of the 

church, approach the 

altar and reverently 

place the cloth on the 

altar. That’s it. The 

whole ministry!  

 

Please prayerfully con-

sider this new minis-

try.  The simplicity of 

setting the table for 

Jesus is a beautiful 

expression of being a 

“Martha” as we pre-

pare to be a “Mary.” If 

you are interested in 

participating in this 

ministry, please notify 

Lynn Muniak via email 

maniaclynn@att.net.   
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“God Is Good News” is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church.  

Editor: Patti Bertschler 

Staff: Irma Baker, Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk, Chris Walter    
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Inside  

Saint Matthias Church 
(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org  

Masses 
Saturday:   4 p.m.  
Sunday:   9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
Holy Days: 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:  8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday:    No service 

Reconciliation 
Anytime by appointment or Saturday 3-3:45 p.m. 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 

Rev. Art Snedeker - In residence  

Tom Litwinowicz - Deacon  

Ken Golonka - Deacon Emeritus 

Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister - Catechesis 

Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 

Joe Mikolajczyk - Cantor/Choral Director 

Mike Starinsky - Business Manager 

Chris Walter - Office Manager 

Laura Walters - Receptionist 

Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  

Gina Gazda - Cook/Housekeeper 
 

High Fives… 

We, the family of Saint Matthias, called to be disciples of Christ, 
reach out with a loving and caring spirit. Proclaiming the message 
of the Risen Lord, we provide for the spiritual growth and develop-
ment of our community. By sharing liturgies, ministries and re-
sponsibilities, we promote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement  

of Saint Matthias Church 


