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Bob Wing, Carol Prahst, Chris Walter, Laura Walters, Karen 

Frattin and ministry coordinator Elaine Mieyal make up the 

team that reviews needs, counts costs and sets the focus for 

the ministry. To help them complete their mission, they raise 

money with oversight and approval of Parish Council. Pa-

rishioners are encouraged to use the pink Good Samaritan 

parish envelopes and/or choose the Good Samaritan tags on 

the Giving Tree in July and November. They appreciate the 

“Preach the Gospel at all times. When necessary, use 

words,” said St. Francis. 

This is the motto of the Secular Franciscans and could 

also serve as the motto of our own Good Samaritan 

Ministry whose mission is simply stated: “This minis-

try is intended to provide an immediate but short-term 

safety net.” The Good Samaritan Ministry has operat-

ed at St. Matthias since August 2008 when it transi-

tioned from the St. Vincent de 

Paul ministry.   

For years the ministry’s one fo-

cus has been to purchase Giant 

Eagle gift cards which would be 

given to recipients to purchase 

food, gas or pharmacy items in 

time of need. They have since 

added Marc’s as a vendor.  In 

2018 however, they gave away 

17 gift cards and extended their 

generosity.   

For Brookside alone, they paid 

for school supplies for 20 school 

children in August and purchased 

turkeys in November. In Decem-

ber they provided food, clothes, 

toys and miscellaneous items for 

a single mother with two autistic 

boys.  

Together with St. Matthias pa-

rishioners, they provided toilet-

ries and stocked the empty food 

pantry of Transfiguration Parish 

in Lakewood. The pastor of 

Transfiguration is Fr. Ted Haag, 

OFM, who assisted us for many 

years while serving as President 

of Padua High school.   

Good Samaritan expands ministry 

"I'm very good at couponing for the 
poor," says Elaine Mieyal (right) as she 
and Karen Frattin bag groceries for 
Tranfiguration's food pantry in Lake-
wood.  
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Pay it forward 

All of us have 

the power to 

make a 

difference.  

To share God’s 

love.  

To brighten 

someone’s day. 

 

Who paid for my lunch? I have no idea. 
Dear Disciples of Jesus Christ, 

About a year ago, I stopped at the Chic-fil-A 

drive through for lunch. When I got to the win-

dow, I was told that the customer in front of me 

paid for my lunch with the message for me to 

“pay it forward.” Soon after, I was at my favor-

ite restaurant for Sunday dinner. I noticed a 

mother, father and two small toddlers thorough-

ly enjoying themselves. I anonymously paid 

their bill with the same message. 

Who paid for my lunch? I have no idea. Did 

that family pay it forward? I have no idea. 

But I was reminded of the power that all of us 

have to make a difference. To share God’s love. 

To brighten someone’s day. 

PadRay 

Ponders Maybe that’s what Paul had in mind when he 

wrote these words in a letter to some people he 

loved:   

So we keep on praying for you, asking our God 

to enable you to live a life worthy of his call. 

May he give you the power to accomplish all the 

good things your faith prompts you to do.(2 

Thessalonians 1:11, NLT) 

Isn’t that a great prayer? Let’s borrow it today. 

Let’s ask God to make us fit for whatever he has 

called us to do, to infuse our good ideas with his 

power, and to help us “pay it forward” in the 

lives of the people we love. 

Heavenly Father, 

Enable me to live a life worthy of your call. Give 

me the power to accomplish all the good things 

Find a Need and Fill It  

During second quarter, we will fill organza 

gift bags with Easter candy and a note to our 

friends at Sunrise Assisted Living in Parma. 

First quarter Find A Need and Fill It wrapped 

up with loads of Christmas paper to be donat-

ed to Brookside parents.  

Brookside   

Staff has moved into its new location, and 

training is available for new volunteers by 

calling (216) 749-4295. 

Metanoia 

Warm blessings on all those who donated hats 

and gloves during the Big Chill in January.  

Our homeless brothers and sisters are grateful, 

and we thank Lynn Muniak for organizing this 

initiative quickly and delivering some warmth 

to Metanoia.   

Parish Council 

Under the leadership of Kim Monaco and 

Pamela Ziss, our Year of Discipleship has 

begun.  Council has worked hard to prepare 

Lenten Forecast:  

100% chance of service 

monthly activities to help us stay focused on how 

we can be of service to others.  

Womankind 

Please save your loose change for the Baby Bottle 

drive starting Mother’s Day weekend, May 12-27. 

And golfers will be happy to participate in Woman-

kind’s annual Golf Outing, June 20 at Weymouth 

Country Club in Medina.  

Stephen Ministry 

Training to become a Stephen Minister will begin 

within the next few weeks. 

Christ Child Society 

The next time you are in Lakewood, stop in to the 

Christ Child Showcase Resale Store at 15404 Mad-

ison Avenue. Proceeds of sales of men, women and 

children’s clothing as well as housewares support 

the Society’s infant and children’s programs. Bring 

in the notice in our weekly bulletin for a Buy One 

Get One Free item. The shop is open Tuesday 

through Saturday from 11 – 4.   

Membership 

A New Member Pizza Party is being planned for a 

Mini Ministry Memo... 
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Nathan’s journey is a story of 
a spiritual ‘pay it forward’ 

 

 

Nathan Tama began 

his walk as a Disciple 

of Christ at the Easter 

Vigil last year through 

the sacraments of 

Baptism, Eucharist 

and Confirmation. St. 

Matthias has declared 

2019 as the Year of 

Discipleship, and we 

offer Nathan’s story 

as an illustration of 

this journey.   

Although Nathan, his 

wife Cheryl and their 

three children have 

been parishioners 

since 2017, he has a 

long affiliation with 

St. Matthias. A network engineer with DIS 

Computers, he has been the office “computer 

guy” since 2008. Cheryl’s parents, Mike and 

Barb Michalski, became parishioners in 2011 

and through them, Nathan’s family came to 

witness parish spiritual life.  

Raised in a religious home, Nathan has always 

been a believer. And, although he and Cheryl 

would attend church, he admits that like many 

young couples with children, their attendance 

was sporadic. He claims his decision to be-

come more serious about his faith was related 

to the relationships he had with parish staff 

members, especially Father Ray. During the 

recessional one Sunday, Fr. Ray stopped to ask 

Cheryl where Nathan was and then later 

emailed him a personal invitation to participate 

in the RCIA program. Nathan was touched to 

be singled out. He knew it was 

time to respond, and with a 

year’s perspective, wishes “I 

could do it again.”   

Nathan and Cheryl are now Eu-

charistic lay ministers. Cheryl 

and their daughter are also altar 

servers. He shares his journey 

with friends especially one in 

particular who is the father of 

his son’s classmate. As a re-

sponse to his own experience, 

Nathan reached out to him with 

his own personal invitation. A 

spiritual “pay it forward.” Con-

sequently, this Easter Vigil finds 

him sponsoring Cliff Askew into 

the church. Motivation to enter 

RCIA Candidates Tim Compan 
(Sponsor Tom Tenhagen), Rachel 
Duryea (Sponsor Jessica Sokol) and 
Cliff Askew (Sponsor Nathan Tama) 

spend some Christmas time together. 

"Well done, 

good and 

trustworthy 

servant…”  

 

Matthew 

  25:23 
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 ~ 2019 Lenten Liturgy Schedule ~ 

Ash Wednesday 
March 6 
Mass & ashes 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Scripture & ashes  12 noon 
 

Lenten Regulations  
As Jesus fasted 40 days in the desert, the Church tradition-
ally fasts during Lent as a gesture of repentance and a 

reminder of our dependence on the love of God.  

Fasting: Ages 18-59 fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday, one full meal and two smaller meals, no snacking 

between meals. 

Abstinence: Ages 14 and older, no meat on Ash 
Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent. 

~ Reconciliation ~  
Mar. 20  Diocesan-wide Celebration of the 

Sacrament of Penance; Fr. Ray will 
be hearing confessions from 5-8 p.m. 

Apr. 8       Reconciliation Service 7 p.m 

~ Fridays in Lent ~  

Mar. 8    6 p.m.  Pizza followed by the movie  
                           “Pay it Forward”  
Mar. 15  7 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
Mar. 22  7 p.m.  Taize Service 
Mar. 29  7 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
Apr. 5     7 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
Apr. 12   7 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
   

By Chris Walter   

As in previous years, St Matthias offers a number of opportunities to 

make our Lent more meaningful.  

 Men’s and Women’s Bible Study – St. Matthias Women’s 

Bible Study meets every Tuesday morning at 9 a.m. Contact  

Florence Visk at 440-804-6174. Men’s Bible Study meets the 1st 

and 3rd Wednesday mornings of the month at 9 a.m. Contact Ray 

Fazio at 440-845-1434. 

 Stations of the Cross – Attend any of the Stations on our 

schedule listed to the left or in the weekly bulletin.  

 Jesuit Retreat House – Go to www.jrh-cleveland.org to con-

sult their retreat schedule and register for a retreat for a weekend, 

a day or an evening.    

 Little Black Books – Books will be available in the Gathering 

Area for this popular devotion. 

 CRS Rice Bowls – Rice bowls will be distributed on Ash 

Wednesday. We ask that you collect your change during lent and 

return the rice bowl on Holy Thursday by bringing it up during 

the offertory.  
 

 Pay it Forward Calendar – Continuing our year of Disci-
pleship. This Lenten season make it a point to “pay it forward” 

some way, somehow. We're not talking about huge monetary 

donations and week-long acts of volunteer service. We're talking 

about simple, easy, even anonymous forms of loving ges-

tures that may make all the difference in the world to a person’s 

day. And you never know where that may lead. The calendar 

Lift your spirit with these Lenten activities 

http://www.scarymommy.com/random-acts-of-kindness/
http://www.scarymommy.com/random-acts-of-kindness/
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offers some suggestions, but feel free to add your own. Calen-

dars will be in an upcoming bulletin and in the Gathering Area. 

Special Lenten Events: 

 Pay it Forward Movie Night – Our theme for lent is Pay it 

Forward. Join us in the classrooms on Friday, March 8,  we 

will begin at 6:00 p.m. with pizza, at 7:00 p.m. we will watch 

the movie Pay it Forward. 

 

 Evening of Confession – Wednesday, March 20. Our par-

ish and all of the parishes in the Diocese will offer “An Even-

ing of Confession” from 5:00 pm -8:00 pm. Parishioners are 

asked to evangelize by inviting family or friends who are away 

from the Church to join in this special Lenten practice. Priests 

at all parishes will be present for the Sacrament of Reconcilia-

tion. As Pope Francis says, “The joy of God is the joy of for-

giveness.” More information is available at 

www.welcomecaholics.com. 
 

 Reconciliation Service - Monday, 

April 8, 7 p.m. 
 

 Taize Service – Friday, March 22,  

7 p.m. Come and experience a quiet 

meditative Taize Prayer service with candlelight, music and 

prayers, scriptures and silence.  

Lift your spirit with these Lenten activities 
Palm Sunday  
April 13  Mass 4 p.m. 
April 14  Mass 9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
 
Wednesday of Holy Week April 17 
Tenebrae   7:30 p.m. 
  

Holy Thursday  April 18   
Morning Prayer   8:30 a.m. 
Holy Thursday Meal  6:00 p.m.  
Mass of Lord’s Supper  7:30 p.m.  
followed by Adoration until midnight  

Good Friday  April 19   
Morning Prayer   8:30 a.m.  
Stations of the Cross  12 noon 
Good Friday Liturgy  7:30 p.m. 
with veneration of the cross and communion 
 

Holy Saturday  April 20 
Morning Prayer   9:00 a.m.  
Easter Vigil Mass  7:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday  April 21   
Mass    9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
 

Feast of the Ascension (Seventh Sunday of Easter) 
June 1  Mass 4 p.m. 
June 2  Mass 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.  
 

Pentecost 
June 8  Mass 4 p.m. 
June 9  Mass 9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
 

~ 2019 Eastertide Liturgy Schedule ~  

Need more information? Information about 

parish events and activities are in the St. Matthias 

Church weekly bulletins and available on the parish 

website: www.stmatthiaschurch.org. 
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 Greg Marke who delivered to 

Brookside all the legos and slip-

pers collected during Advent 

and the Christmas wrap in Feb-

ruary. And to All of You who 

donated the legos and slippers. 

 Dennis Moran for helping load 

up cars with plastic mats tak-

en to St. Herman’s and for 

recycling the remaining plas-

tic bags to Broadview 

Heights. 

 All who donated a Thanks-

giving turkey for 55 

Brookside families. 

 Ray Fazio and Sig Miko-

laczyk for cleaning and set-

ting up the church and chapel 

during Bob Arbukle’s medical 

leave. Joe Medwetz and Tom 

Rymarczyk for helping with 

getting the church and chapel 

ready for Advent and Christ-

mas. 

 Karen Spirakus who sewed 

heart-shaped “purses” for our 

ten St. Matthias  homebound 

parishioners. Each gift held a 

few pieces of chocolate and/or 

California’s 

Camp Fire 

hits home 

 

Imagine losing 

everything. Your 

home. Clothes. 

Furniture. Cher-

ished belongings.  

Even your own 

mother. 

Sadly, that’s what 

happened to  

family members 

of one of our  

parishioners 

whose family 

lived in California 

until last year’s 

wildfire ravaged 

their lives.   

Now returned to 

Ohio, imagine 

them starting life 

over despite the 

challenges and 

heartache they 

have suffered.  

Father Ray put 

out word about 

their need, and 

soon the 

“Change for a 

Change” jar was 

filling up. We 

thank everyone 

who donated. 

You, our parish 

family, made it 

possible to give 

our parishioner’s 

family a check for 

more than $3,000. 

High Fives to… 

Mary Ann Kostner labeled all the Advent Giving 
Tree tags, which she has done faithfully for many 
years, to help you make Christmas brighter for  
strangers in need.  

Adding their voices at Brookside’s Open House are Donna Ross, Denise Hawk, 
Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk and Florence Visk who sang Christmas carols to Sig 
Mikolajczyk’s accordion accompaniment on December 22.  

Good things don’t just happen, there are good, talented, 

caring people working to make good things happen. 

Here’s to some of our parishioners and their contribu-

tions. If you would like to nominate a parishioner for 

our High Fives feature, please contact Patti Bertschler 

at pbertschler@ncsmediation.com or call Chris Walter 

at the parish office (440) 888-8220. High Fives to our 



7 

 

 

Please remember  

those serving  

in military, especially 

the members of our 

parish family...  

 

Alex Davis 

Delaney Davis 

Christopher Dominick  

Kevin Frattin 

Joshua Haugh 

David Jaklitsch   

Brian Kinzeler 

Antonio Lonero 

Gregory Payne 

Ricky Richardson 

David Schmidt 

Sean Sirl 

Aaron Sykora 

 

We regularly send Care 

Packages to our military 

members. Check the 

weekly bulletin (you can 

find it online) for a list of 

items we’re able to send, 

and are needed by the 

troops. All donations are 

appreciated and can be 

put in the bin in the  

Gathering Area.  

We also need bakers to 

bake and drop off   

cookies to send to  

the military.  

For details, call  

Karen Spirakus at  

(216) 524-7070. 

High Fives to… 

Tom Shiban, Gloria Litwinowicz, Cheryl Tama, Joy Russ and 
Jessica Sokol and their PSR 4th to 8th graders wrapped Christ-
mas gifts for Mission4Maureen, a local charity providing finan-
cial assistance to families burdened by the staggering cost of 
brain cancer treatment throughout the United States. Mis-
sion4maureen’s address is P.O. Box 21602, South Euclid, 
Ohio 44121 to inquire about making donations.  

Do you know that Betty Yurik, Sue Danko, Connie Man-
gan and Laura Walters provided our lovely Christmas 
environment? Their behind-the-scenes work year-round 
adds so much beauty to our worship.   

Deep gratitude to those who purchased Christmas gifts for 
11 families and to Chris Walter for sharing her office space 
for temporary storage.  
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“God Is Good News” is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church.  

Editor: Patti Bertschler 

Staff: Irma Baker, Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk, Chris Walter    
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Saint Matthias Church 
(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org  

Masses 
Saturday:   4 p.m.  
Sunday:   9 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
Holy Days: 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:  8:30 a.m. 
Wednesday:    No service 

Reconciliation 
Anytime by appointment or Saturday 3-3:45 p.m. 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 

Rev. Art Snedeker - In residence  

Tom Litwinowicz - Deacon  

Ken Golonka - Deacon Emeritus 

Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister - Catechesis 

Ann Clark - Director of Liturgy 

Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 

Joe Mikolajczyk - Cantor/Choral Director 

Mike Starinsky - Business Manager 

Chris Walter - Office Manager 

Laura Walters - Receptionist 

Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  

Gina Gazda - Cook/Housekeeper 

We, the family of Saint Matthias, called to be disciples of Christ, 
reach out with a loving and caring spirit. Proclaiming the message 
of the Risen Lord, we provide for the spiritual growth and develop-
ment of our community. By sharing liturgies, ministries and re-
sponsibilities, we promote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement  

of Saint Matthias Church 
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