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On June 24, 1980, St. Matthias Par-
ish was established by Bishop 
James A. Hickey. The first Mass 
was celebrated on June 28/29, 1980 
at Green Valley Elementary School. 
For our 40th Anniversary as a parish 
we would like to know how many 
parishioners have been here since 
those “Green Valley “ days. If you 
are one of those parishioners, 
please email Chris at 
chris.walter@stmatthiaschurch.org  
or call the parish office at 440-888-
8220 ext. 13.  

1980 2020 

First Thanksgiving 
~ Bread and  
Gathering 

40 year 
Anniversary! 

First “Church” ~ Green Valley School 

Early Members 

mailto:chris.walter@stmatthiaschurch.org
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The Family  

of  

St. Matthias 

Church 

Is 

characterized 

by 

Generosity 

Sprituality 

Outreach 

40 years of a vibrant faith community  
Dear Church, 

In June 1980, parishioners at Assumption, Saint 
Columbkille and Saint Michael were informed 
that anyone living in the area between Pleasant 
Valley on the north; Wallings on the South; 
Hoertz on the west and 77 on the east were to 
report to Green Valley School and help Father 
Vince Moraghan form a new parish of Saint 
Matthias. Some people were not happy about 
this new endeavor, and others were eager to roll 
up their sleeves and help Father form the new 
parish. 

In 1986 the cornerstone was placed for the 
building of the church. The small community 
did not have enough funds to build a permanent 
church, so they built a multipurpose building 
which was used for years for daily Mass, wed-
ding receptions on Saturday, and other church 
events throughout the years. After heart sur-
gery, Fr. Vince resigned as Pastor and Father 
Joe Brodnick was appointed Pastor. About 18 
months later he left and Fr. Dan Magrey was 
appointed. Finally on June 8, 1992, I was sent 
by Bishop Pilla to be the fourth Pastor in 12 
years. 

Over the almost 30 years that I have been Pas-
tor there are three things that stand out in my 
mind about our faith community.  

First, the generosity of our parish family. I 
made a promise never to preach about money 
from the pulpit, but there have been times when 
requests have been made for the benefit of the 
parish, and you have always responded gener-
ously. One example was when we still had a 
huge mortgage of about five hundred thousand 
dollars and we started a campaign to pay off the 

PadRay 

Ponders 

mortgage. We asked for five hundred thousand 
and you pledged seven hundred thousand. 

Second, and more importantly, I have been im-
pressed with the deep spirituality of our parish-
ioners over the years. I’ve seen it in the hunger 
you have shown for spiritual experiences like 
Alpha, Home Churches, and numerous scripture 
studies. The results I found in my doctoral dis-
sertation are that those who participated in many 
of these programs had a statistically deeper spir-
ituality than most.  

Third, our parish is known throughout the area 
for our dedication to helping the poor and home-
less in the area. Whether it’s making peanut but-
ter and jelly sandwiches for the homeless or con-
tributing to the Brookside Center or serving 
meals for the Metanoia project, for the needs of 
these "least of our brothers and sisters,” you have 
always responded! 

So, my brothers and sisters, I invite you to cele-
brate this Fortieth Anniversary year by partici-
pating in the different spiritual and social events 
that are being planned for the year. Especially 
mark your calendars for Saturday, June 27, 2020 
when we will have a special anniversary Mass 
followed by a parish picnic at St. Andrew’s pa-
vilion on Hoertz Road. Archbishop-elect Perez 
was scheduled to be with us that evening but 
obviously he will not be able. We will try to see 
if one of our retired bishops would be able to 
help us celebrate. 

Happy Anniversary St. Matthias family 

We are called to be MAD 
(Make A Difference) 
Please join us on Sunday, March 15 after 11:00 
Mass to help make peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches for the homeless. Bring 2 loaves of 
bread, one large jar of peanut butter, 2 jars of 
jelly, and 10 fruit cups. Assembling will take 
place in the classrooms. All ages are welcome.  

If you can’t attend, 
donations are wel-
come and can be 
dropped off in the 
kitchen. Please be 
sure to label them 
“Sandwich Sunday 
donation.”  

Thank you! 

Antonio Lonero 

Luke Mierzejewski 

Ricky Richardson 

Sean Sirl 

Aaron Sykora 

Jacob Thomas 

Francisco Ubri 

Jessica Vazach 

Danny Williams 

 

Please remember  
those serving  

in military, especially 
the members of our 

parish family...  

Stephanie Albert 

Alex Davis 

Delaney Davis 

Christopher Dominick  

Kevin Frattin 

Joshua Haugh 

David Jaklitsch   

Brian Kinzeler 

Jacob Kral 
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Florence Visk, a true original 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Florence  

Visk 

 
Parishioner  

then, 

Parishioner  
now, 

and all 40 years  
in between! 

No project is too big for Florence as shown 
by her crocheted contribution to the recent 
Mats for the Homeless project. Early on Flor-
ence was a member of the St. Matthias Belles, 
seen here with Betty Babinski and Maureen 
Coughlin, and always ready to lend a hand in 
the kitchen for special events.  

By Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk 

In 1980 Bishop James Hickey asked some parishion-
ers of Assumption, St. Michael and St. Columbkille 
to form St. Matthias. Although Florence Visk was 
reluctant to leave her parish home, she responded 
obediently. As she says, “I felt that if the Bishop tells 
you to move to another parish, you obey the Bishop.” 
Still, her roots at St. Columbkille ran deep; she had 
just been elected president of their Ladies Guild, 
which she served during her first year at St. Matthias. 
She also remained their school librarian until 1995.  

Fortunately Florence brought that same zeal as an 
original parishioner in 1980. Although she might be 
currently most visible as a member of the Choir and 
the Cantors, she has participated in just about every 
club, ministry, and social event at the parish. The 
Men’s Club was the only group she didn’t join! In-
stead, she and several other ladies formed the Belles, 
a club for women who worked on parish events 
while also providing social and spiritual activities for 
each other.  It’s hardly surprising then that Florence, 
affectionately known as “Mrs. St. Matthias,” was 
given the “Volunteer of the Year” Award in 2015.   

Looking back, Flo says that her happiest 
experience of the past 40 years is the ca-
maraderie that formed among parishioners 
as they worked together to bring the vi-
sion of St. Matthias to life. And according 
to Flo, “Our community is still one of the 
things I love most about St. Matthias."  
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 ~ 2020 Lenten Liturgy Schedule ~ 

Ash Wednesday 
February 26 
Mass & ashes 8:30 am & 7 pm 
Scripture & ashes  12 noon 
 

Lenten Regulations  
As Jesus fasted 40 days in the desert, the Church tradition-
ally fasts during Lent as a gesture of repentance and a 

reminder of our dependence on the love of God.  

Fasting: Ages 18-59 fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday, one full meal and two smaller meals, no snacking 

between meals. 

Abstinence: Ages 14 and older, no meat on Ash 
Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent. 

~ Reconciliation ~  
Mar. 11  Diocesan-wide Celebration of the 

Sacrament of Penance; Fr. Ray will 
be hearing confessions from 5-8 pm 

~ Marian Stations  
of the Cross ~  

Friday, March 13 at 7 pm, follow, 
Jesus on his journey to Calvary 
through the eyes of His mother, 
Mary. With a mother's love and 
also with deep faith, she accom-
panies him and invites you to 
follow Him as well with love and 
deep faith. 

By Chris Walter   

As in previous years, St Matthias offers a number of opportunities to 
make our Lent more meaningful.  

• Men’s and Women’s Bible Study – St. Matthias Women’s 
Bible Study meets every Tuesday morning at 9 am Contact  Flor-
ence Visk at 440-804-6174. Men’s Bible Study meets the 1st and 
3rd Wednesday mornings of the month at 9 am Contact Ray 
Fazio at 440-845-1434. 

• Jesuit Retreat House – Go to www.jrh-
cleveland.org to consult their retreat schedule and 
register for a retreat for a weekend, a day or an 
evening.    

• Devotional Books – Reflection books to  
use throughout the 40 days of Lent will be  
available in the Gathering Area. 

Special Lenten Events: 

• ACE: Pray40Days – Monday, March 2, 7-9 pm. Are you ready 
to grow in your prayer life? To experience God like never before? 
Fr. Michael Denks passion for his topic and for God’s love will 
entertain and engage us to encounter the heart of Love waiting for 
us in prayer. 

• Evening of Confession – Wednesday, March 11, our parish 
and all of the parishes in the Diocese will offer “An Evening of 
Confession” from 5:00 pm -8:00 pm. Parishioners are asked to 
evangelize by inviting family or friends who are away from the 
Church to join in this special Lenten practice. Priests at all parish-
es will be present for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

Lift your spirit with these Lenten activities
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• MAD (Make A Difference) As St. Matthias parishioners, we 
are celebrating 40 years of discipleship, and we are really 
MAD (Making A Difference)! When we act as disciples, espe-
cially to strangers, we begin to build friendships based on the 
values and principles preached in the Gospels. This is an effec-
tive way for each of us to do one kind deed of evangelization 
without expecting anything in return. By engaging as active 
participants in our mission to share the love of Christ, we set 
into motion a ripple effect that starts right here in our commu-
nity and has the potential to reach far and wide. For every sim-
ple act of kindness offered, one powerful impact may be made. 
With humble hearts and contagious enthusiasm, we go forth to 

serve one another. Cards will be available the weekend of Feb-
ruary 22/23, 2020. (See page 2 for a special MAD project.} 

  

• Taize Service – 

Wednesday, March 18 at 

7 pm, come and experi-

ence a quiet meditative 

Taize Prayer service with 

candlelight, music and 

prayers, scriptures and 

silence.  

Lift your spirit with these Lenten activities 
Palm Sunday  
April 5  Mass 4 pm 
April 5  Mass 9 am & 11 am 
 
Wednesday of Holy Week April 8 
Tenebrae   7:30 pm 
  

Holy Thursday  April 9   
Morning Prayer   8:30 am 
Holy Thursday Meal  6:00 pm  
Mass of Lord’s Supper  7:30 pm  
followed by Adoration until midnight  

Good Friday  April 10   
Morning Prayer   8:30 am  
Stations of the Cross  12 noon 
Good Friday Liturgy  7:30 pm 
with veneration of the cross and communion 
 

Holy Saturday  April 11 
Morning Prayer   9:00 am  
Easter Vigil Mass  7:30 pm 
 

Easter Sunday  April 12   
Mass    9 am & 11 am 
 

Feast of the Ascension (Seventh Sunday of Easter) 
May 23  Mass 4 pm 
May 24  Mass 9 am & 11 am  
 

Pentecost 
May 30  Mass 4 pm 
May 31  Mass 9 am & 11 am 
 

~ 2020 Eastertide Liturgy Schedule ~  

Need more information? Information about 
parish events and activities are in the St. Matthias 
Church weekly bulletins and available on the parish 
website: www.stmatthiaschurch.org. 
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St. Matthias 

Church 

Early 

Milestones 

 

June 24, 1980 

Bishop Hickey  

establishes  

St. Matthias  

Parish 

June 28/29, 1980 

First Mass 

at Green Valley 

School 

August 24, 1980 

Fr, Moraghan  

installed as  

pastor 

Dec. 9, 1983 

Installation of first 

Parish Council. 

Sept. 15, 1985 

Groundbreaking  

on Sprague Rd. 

Oct. 5, 1986 

Dedication of  

new building by 

Bishop Quinn 

 

What began as a vision of then Bishop James Hickey in 
the late 70s actually took form in 1980, although it didn’t 
take “shape” with our own building until 1986.  
 
St. Matthias began not as a church but as one of three 
chapels begun in the diocese.  Bishop Hickey explained 
this concept in a 1977 interview with The Catholic Uni-
verse Bulletin:   
 
“The chapels are to serve people in parishes that are too 
large, or where there is a need for more outreach in areas 
of spiritual development and evangelization, especially 
to the alienated and unchurched.”  
 
He hoped these chapels “would make it possible for peo-
ple to form smaller communities of faith and to have 
closer contact with their churches and spiritual leaders.”  
 

Lacking a church building until 1986, parishioners met 
in each other’s homes and borrowed spaces such as 
Green Valley Elementary School where weekly liturgies 
required set up and tear down of the altar and chairs. 
There was a lot of work to 
be done, so the new parish-
ioners built a small, interde-
pendent community which 
fostered an intimate and 
loving atmosphere welcom-
ing others and providing 
many opportunities for so-
cializing and spiritual 
growth.  

Enjoy these pictures from 
the early years. 

Happy Fortieth Anniversary St. Matthias!  

A mighty mandate with simple beginnings

Men’s Club Golf 
Outing and Super 
Bowl Party, 1980s. 
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A mighty mandate with simple beginnings 
Nativity play in the newly construct-
ed building. 

Blessing of the grounds by priests 
from Assumption, St. Michael and 
St. Columbkille, 1985. 

Newly formed choir. 

We, the family of Saint Matthias, 
called to be disciples of Christ, 
reach out with a loving and car-
ing spirit. Proclaiming the mes-
sage of the Risen Lord, we pro-
vide for the spiritual growth and 
development of our community. 
By sharing liturgies, ministries 
and responsibilities, we promote 
God’s kingdom.  

Saint Matthias 
Church 

Building construc-
tion, early altar 
and tree planting,  
1980s. 

 

Upcoming 

40th  

Anniversary 

Events 

 
 

Anniversary 

Mass 
Saturday 

June 27 ~ 4 pm 

Followed by a 

Parish Picnic 

 

 

 

 

Ice Cream 

Social 
Saturday 

Sept. 12  

Following the  

4 pm Mass  
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God Is Good News is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church.  

Staff: Irma Baker, Patti Bertschler, Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk, Chris Walter    

Saint Matthias Church 
(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org  

Masses 
Saturday:   4 pm  
Sunday:   9 am & 11 am 
Holy Days: 8:30 am & 7 pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday:  8:30 am 
Wednesday:    No service 

Reconciliation 
Anytime by appointment or Saturday 3-3:45 pm 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 am to 4 pm 
Friday: 9 am to 3 pm 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 
Rev. Art Snedeker - In residence  
Tom Litwinowicz - Deacon  
Ken Golonka - Deacon Emeritus 
Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister - Catechesis 
Ann Clark - Director of Liturgy 
Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 
Joe Mikolajczyk - Cantor/Choral Director 
Chris Walter - Office Manager 
Laura Walters - Receptionist 
Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  
Brandon Arbuckle  - Facilities 
Gina Gazda - Cook/Housekeeper 
 

We, the family of Saint Matthias, called to be disciples of Christ, 
reach out with a loving and caring spirit. Proclaiming the message 
of the Risen Lord, we provide for the spiritual growth and develop-
ment of our community. By sharing liturgies, ministries and re-
sponsibilities, we promote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement  

of Saint Matthias Church 

Inside  


