
  

 

God Is Good News 

Engaged couples receive blessing 

On Sunday, August 1, Fr. Ray bestowed a special blessing on engaged couples at the 10 am Mass. Joyful best wishes 
to the engaged couples of our parish: Olivia Clark and Ken Polash, Kristie Formanik and James Gerbic III; Marissa 
Spiewacki and Chris Duke, and Jessica Guedras and Stephen Smola. The blessing was bestowed on Kataya Kasala 
and Ben Correnti, and Ashley Kaelin and Ray Yost at the anniversary Mass on August 15 (see photo on page 5). Please 
hold our engaged couples in your prayers.  

Lord God, wellspring of all love, these 

couples have met each other through your 

providential plan. Mercifully grant as 

they seek your grace in preparing for the 

sacrament of matrimony, that sustained by heavenly bless-

ing, they may grow in mutual respect and love each other 

with true charity through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

May the God of love and peace dwell within you, direct 

your steps and strengthen your hearts in love. Amen 

Blessing for  
Engaged Couples 

Happy 40 (+1) 
Anniversary 

St. Matthias Parish! 

Delayed a year by the Covid-19 pandemic, St. 
Matthias Parish celebrated its 40th Anniver-
sary on the Feast of the 
Assumption, August 15, 
2021, with an outdoor 
Mass, a video presenta-
tion of the parish history 
and a picnic on the 
church grounds. Photos 
on pages 4 and 5.  
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PadRay 

Ponders 

On the Road to Emmaus ~ Do we really 
want to return to the old normal? 

We will resume 
Saturday Confes-
sion in the church 
on Saturday, Sep-
tember 4. The new 

time will be  
3:15-3:45 pm.  

Confessions can 
also be heard by 

appointment.  
If you prefer an 
appointment, 

please contact 
Chris Walter  

at the rectory:  
440-888-8220  

ext 113 or email 
Chris at 

chris.walter@stma
tthiaschurch.org  

Confession  

resumes  

Saturday,  

Sept. 4 

 Dear Church, 

There’s a painting that I came across by the 
16th century painter Altobello Melone. The 
painting portrays Christ in a pilgrim outfit of 
the time. Dressed in a cloak, tunic, hat and 
short trousers (I say Jesus is in His shorts), 
He’s carrying a walking stick, and He’s got a 
little shell on His hat. Apparently at that time, 
those were signs of a pilgrim. Looking at the 
painting, I wondered why the artist depicted 
Jesus as a pilgrim.  

Jesus did not go back to Jerusalem. Jesus left 
this cosmos where there is decay, because His 
glorified body could not just be here. He was 
on a pilgrimage to bring that good news to oth-
er people. But He had to have His disciples, 
those two there, the eleven back in Jerusalem, 
and you and me, to continue His pilgrimage. 
To not look back but to look forward.  

You know, in these last what 17,18 months 
when we’ve been plagued with a plague, often-
times we say I can’t wait to get back to normal. 
What? You want to go back to what was be-
fore? You want to go back to the normal where 
70 percent of baptized Christians do not keep 
holy the Sabbath, do not go to church? You 
want to go back to that normalcy? You want to 
go back to the normalcy of our political life in 
the last several decades which has divided our 
country, divided our church, divided out fami-
lies, divided us right here? You want to go 
back to that normalcy? 

I’ve got a member of my extended family who 
was born in Tennessee. All his brothers and 
sisters have disowned him because of who he 
voted for. Is that the normal we want to go 
back to? I don’t. I want to be like Jesus and 
those disciples in the first century who were 
going forward. The news of Jesus Christ went 
from Jerusalem to Galilee to the ends of the 
earth because of His disciples who recognized 
Him in the breaking of the bread.  

I don’t want to go back to what was normal. I 
want to go forward to a new normal. And there 
are signs of hope. Look around the church. It’s 
not as full as it used to be, but the thing is, 
you’re here because, whether you’re conscious 
of it or not, you want to recognize the Lord in 
the breaking of the bread. You want to become 
part of this Eucharist. You want to become part 
of this pilgrimage, as the song goes, to the new 
kingdom. We don’t want to go back to the old 
days. We want to go forward, where Jesus 
Christ is Lord, where Jesus Christ is recog-
nized in the breaking of the bread. Where Jesus 

Christ is recognized in our brothers and sisters, 
even if we disagree.  

Jesus is present in our world because of us. 
And if He is not present in our world, it’s be-
cause of us.  

So there is hope. There is hope because you are 
here. There is hope because I have seen in the 
past 17,18 months what has been obvious in 
this faith community for years. For instance, 
there is a member of this church who every 
morning brings a bag of food for the poor. He 
brings it every single day. He wants to share 
with those people who are having even more 
trouble now. And I give kudos to those lay 
ministers of the Eucharist who were comforta-
ble enough and willing to stay after the Sunday 
Mass last spring in all kinds of weather for a 
half hour to 45 minutes so that you folks 
watching the livestream at home could drive 
through to receive Holy Communion. You’d 
been hungering for it for more than a year. 
Each Sunday there were 20 to 30 people, some 
in tears, who drove through after Mass to re-
ceive Holy Communion. That’s a sign of hope.  

And so as we reflect on the picture of Jesus the 
pilgrim, we too – I was going to say put on our 
shorts, but you don’t want to see me in shorts – 
put on our pilgrim selves and go out into the 
world and bring the message of Jesus Christ: 
that He is risen, and He has gone ahead of us to 
a prepare a place for us.                
               Amen 

If you’d like to see the 
painting of the pilgrim 
Jesus on the road to 
Emmaus, you can find 
it on the website of the 
National Gallery,  
London: 
www.nationalgallery. 
org.uk/paintings/
altobello-melone-the-
road-to-emmaus 
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In this Parish 40th 
Anniversary issue 
which celebrates 
both continuity and 
change, we note two 
major shifts on the 
St. Matthias staff. 
We are saying thank 
you to Ann Clark 
who is stepping 
down as the Director 
of the Liturgy Com-
mission to focus on 
her full-time role as 

the Director of Volunteer Opportunities in Di-
rect Service for the Sisters of Notre Dame.   

Ann and her husband Paul have been parishion-
ers for more than 30 years. They have both been 
generous volunteers, but Ann often felt God’s 
call to full-time ministry. While she was our 
Pastoral Minister, Ann responded to Fr. Ray’s 
suggestion that she earn her certification as a 
Lay Ecclesial Minister in the Cleveland Catho-
lic Diocese. In 2013, she earned both this certif-
icate and a Master’s degree in Theology from 
St. Mary Seminary and soon began her ministry 
with Catholic Charities as the Director of the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development.  

Even with her full-time responsibilities with 
Catholic Charities, Ann continued to offer her 
education and experience to St. Matthias Parish.  
She and Paul will continue this practice this 
September as members of the Alpha “kitchen 
ministry.”  

So, to you, Ann, we say thank you but happily, 
not goodbye.   

In June Joe 
Mikolajczyk was 
hired as a full-
time Pastoral 
Minister. He 
leaves behind his 
teaching position 
as the Choral 
Director at North 
Royalton High 
School.   

Joe arrived at St. 
Matthias 31 years 
ago as what some 
might literally call, a “cradle” Catholic.  He 
has been a member of the Music Ministry for 
about 20 years, most recently as the director of 
the cantors, a role he will continue as he as-
sumes the role of Pastoral Minister.  

Joe felt a growing call to work for the Church 
but, as a husband and father, he was cautious 
and prayerful. “I recognized that I had felt a 
recurring call to a life of ministry, but it never 
seemed to be a realistic option. This past year 
gave me time to re-evaluate my priorities.”  

Joe adds, “When I decided to look seriously at 
ministry as a career and openly accept the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, the pieces fell to-
gether and here I am. I'm excited to be working 
for this wonderful community and serving the 
wider Church.”   

In addition to his duties, Joe will also be pursu-
ing a master’s degree in Theology while earn-
ing his certification as a Diocesan Lay Eccle-
sial Minister.   

Thank you, Ann! Welcome, Joe! 

20 years asleep? 
24 hours for Alpha? 

What Is Alpha? 
Alpha is a course in basic Christianity exploring 
the following questions and more: 

• Is there more to life than this? 

• Who is Jesus? 

• How can I have faith? 

• How can I make the most of the rest of my 
life? 

Anyone can come—Feel free to invite some-
one—all are welcome! 
Learning and Laughter—Guests explore the 
Christian faith and have fun! 
Pasta—You don’t have to cook—come and 
begin with a good meal each week! 
Helping one another—Alpha is low key and 
friendly! 
When and Where—Tuesdays, Sept. 14-Nov. 
23, 6:30-9 pm in the classrooms. 
To register—Contact Joe Mikolajczyk at the 
parish office: 440-888-8220 Ext. 112 

Do you know some-
one who has been 

away from the 
Church for a while? 
Someone you wish 
would come home 

to the Church?  
Think of someone 
for whom you've 

offered prayers of 
conversion, per-

haps a family mem-
ber who's left the 
Church or a friend 

who doesn't believe 
in God.  

On the weekend of 
August 28/29,  a 

“Come Home” ser-
vice will begin be-
fore Mass. On the 
cards provided, 

you can write only 
the first name of 

someone you’d like 
to see return to the 
Church or come to 

the Church. 

During the Prepara-
tion of the Gifts you 
are invited to pro-
cess and put your 
card in a basket.  

Following Mass, we 
ask you to take a 

card from the bas-
ket and pray in a 

special way for that 
person’s continued 
conversion either 

by using the prayer 
on the back of the 
card or your own 

words. 

Keep this person in 
your thoughts as 

we pray they 
“Come Home.” 

Come  
Home 

Dear Fellow Parishioner,  
 
If we live to be 70 years old, we are said to 
spend 20 years and 3 months asleep. That's a 
staggering amount of time. If that's how much 
time we spend sleeping, how much time do 
you spend thinking about the big things in 
life? Is it worth it to spend 24 hours asking the 
big questions? The thousands of people world-
wide who've made Alpha thought it was. Do 
you? Try Alpha. We will meet Tuesday eve-
nings from 6:30-9 pm starting September 14. 
     
    Joe 
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Special anniversary wishes! It seems like only yesterday that these parishioners at 
the anniversary festivities were among the founding members of the parish! 

Making 
History 

Anniversary Celebration 
begins with outdoor Mass 
on Feast of Assumption 

Fr. Ray bestowed a special blessing for engaged couples 
on Kataya Kasala and Ben Correnti, and Ashley Kaelin and 
Ray Yost at the Anniversary Mass on Sunday, August 15. 

June 24, 1980  
St. Matthias Parish  

established by  
Bishop James Hickey 

 
June 28/29, 1980 

First Mass at 
Green Valley School 

 
August 24, 1980 

Fr Vincent Moraghan  
installed as first pastor 

 
October 5, 1986  

Dedication of  
new building by  

Bishop A. James Quinn 
 

April 29, 1989  
Contemporary Music 

Group joins  
St. Matthias 

 
June 8, 1992   

Fr. Ray Sutter  
arrives as Pastor 

 
February, 1996 

 Lenten Coffee House 
begins with music group 

“Joyful Noise” 
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St. Matthias Parish history on slideshow videos Two slideshow videos that 
chronicle our 40-year history debuted as part of our 40th Anniversary Festivities. Bravo 
to Mary Ellen Brandt for her hard work mining our many scrapbooks to compile the 
shows. The videos are available on Youtube. To watch the full-length show, go to https://
youtu.be/hci7F_87r-M For the shorter version, go to https://youtu.be/LEJZ2S-kT4o 

Making 
History A good 

time 
was 

had by 
all! 

June 16, 1997  
Church renovation  

begins 
 

October 5, 1999  
First Alpha begins 

 
May, 2003 

Parish Alive  
Mission 

 
October 11, 2004 
Welcome Deacon  

Ken Golonka 
 

June 25, 2004  
25th Anniversary 

Mass with  
Bishop Pilla,  
followed by a  
dinner dance 

 
June 1, 2012  

Women of Faith 
“Taste and See” 

 
May 7, 2016  

Welcome Deacon  
Tom Litwinowicz 

 

http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjTkOwjAQAF8Td1i764V1ChfhSMcbUHwpURKMgin4PUGaYqqZ6AQNCavJERCCxRMKgGGN2vCtgwsdeySLcr42DHkpYX6WmnQoqxod29iKBd_aaFJGQsk-pNxypMSSWS1urPX1bkzXUL_zLZ_60T7tOoZJ-oeV7XBXm5u2dfDDjPtkKMs__wODpyxE
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjbEOgjAUAL-GbjbvvT5aHDqgwmDcdHJraQkEsAbL4N-LyQ033QVrUJFhMVoCQqhQowFQLFEqbmo4U9kiVWhOl4Khn1M3vVKOskuLGOzRB4i9Z1OGTrPzjE5zhRgDml7rUsx2yPn9KVRdULvzTVvepI-73prrk-6H6cFJrHZcF-fdhPvEpfmf_wGB6CwJ
http://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVjTkOwjAQAF8Td1i764V1ChfhSMcbUHwpURKMgin4PUGaYqqZ6AQNCavJERCCxRMKgGGN2vCtgwsdeySLcr42DHkpYX6WmnQoqxod29iKBd_aaFJGQsk-pNxypMSSWS1urPX1bkzXUL_zLZ_60T7tOoZJ-oeV7XBXm5u2dfDDjPtkKMs__wODpyxE
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Despite the pandemic, our An-
gel Gown ministry continues 
here at St. Matthias with our 
creative seamstress Patti 
Bertschler and the many pa-
rishioners and friends who 
have donated wedding dresses. 
Back in 2018, almost 70 pa-
rishioners donated and/or 
sewed over 300 Angel Gowns in just three months. 
Since then, Patti has sewed over 400 more including some twin sets in a variety 
of colors and styles to accommodate multicultural preferences.   

Special thanks to St. Matthias parishioners Laura Zydiak for her recent dona-
tions of three wedding gowns, to Larry and Nancy Sandlin for taking gowns to 
a NICU on their Pennsylvania trip, and to John Bertschler (our Head Schlepper 
as he is fondly called), for picking up donations and making hospital deliveries 
to the NICUs in Greater Cleveland. Each box contains 20-24 Angel Gowns.   

The ministry now has help from St. Mark Lutheran Church in Cleveland. 
Thanks to coordinator Sandy Wilder, St. Mark parishioners have donated more 
than 30 wedding gowns during the last year and a half. Sandy writes, “St. Mark 
Lutheran Church continues to collect wedding dresses to be transformed into 

beautiful angel gowns for hos-
pitals all over the United 
States.”  

If you have a wedding gown 
you’d like to donate, or if you 
would like to contribute $5 
toward postage across the 
States, please contact Patti at 
(216) 334-5056. 

Angel Gown update 

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who 

brought gifts for  

Christmas in July. 

The Gathering Area overflowed 

with your generosity! 

Your gifts have been shared with 

Brookside, Womankind,  

Collinwood Neighborhood and  

Transfiguration Parish  

(Fr. Ted’s Parish). 

 
 

 

 

 

Even 

Covid 

can’t 

stop  

the 

good 

works  

of our 

parish  
 

Christmas 
in July 
Giving  
Tree 
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Study the bible with emphasis on issues specific 
to the woman’s role in family and ministry. This 
is an introductory Bible study group in which 
each person has an opportunity to share her 
views. The group meets on Tuesday mornings 
after 8:30 Mass. For more information, please 
contact Florence Visk at 440-804-6174 

The St. Matthias Mixed Couples Adult 
Bowling League has several openings for 
bowlers for the upcoming 2021-22 sea-
son. We are looking for full teams and indi-
vidual bowlers as well. A full team consists 
of two ladies and two men.  

You do not have to be part of a couple to 
join as an individual bowler. You must be 
18 years of age or older. The league bowls 
once a month at Seven Hills Lanes on the 
second Saturday of each month from Sep-
tember through May.  

This is a fun and friendly league for every-
one involved. If interested in bowling in our 
league, please contact: Tom Shiban, presi-
dent, at 440-840-5785 
or tashiban@att.net,or Lynn Zielaskiewicz, 
secretary, at 216-925-2387, 
or l.zielaskiewicz@gmail.com for more in-
formation. 

Women’s  
Bible Study Group  

Walking Retreat offers 
time for meditation in  
the midst of nature 

Led by Deacon Tom Litwinowicz on Saturday, 
July 24, a walk in the woods at West Creek Res-
ervation was the perfect opportunity to combine 
spiritual meditation with the beauty of nature.   

Covid Guidelines: Please note: All liturgies, sacraments and parish events will ob-

serve Covid guidelines in effect at the time. 

Mixed Couples 
Bowling League 

Please remember  

those serving in 

the  

military, 

especially the 

members of our  

parish family...  

Stephanie Albert  
Colin Byrne 
Alex Davis  

Christopher Dominick 
Kevin Frattin 

Joshua Haugh 
Brian Kinzeler 

Jacob Kral 
Antonio Lonero 

Luke Mierzejewski  
Ricky Richardson 

Aaron Sykora 
Sean Sirl 

Nicole Sutter 
Jacob Thomas 
Francisco Ubri  
Casey Walters  
Danny Williams 

mailto:tashiban@att.net
mailto:l.zielaskiewicz@gmail.com
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Inside 

God Is Good News is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church.  

Staff: Irma Baker, Patti Bertschler, Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk, Chris Walter    

We, the family of Saint Matthias, called to be disciples of Christ, 
reach out with a loving and caring spirit. Proclaiming the message 
of the Risen Lord, we provide for the spiritual growth and develop-
ment of our community. By sharing liturgies, ministries and re-
sponsibilities, we promote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement  

of Saint Matthias Church 

Saint Matthias Church 
(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org  

Masses 
Saturday:   4 pm - in church  
Sunday:   10 am - in church and online 
Holy Days: 8:30 am & 7 pm 
Weekdays: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday   8:30 am 
 Monday/Wednesday   No service 

Reconciliation 
Reconciliation - Saturday 3:15-3:45 pm or by appointment 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 am to 4 pm 
Friday: 9 am to 3 pm 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 
Rev. Art Snedeker - In residence  
Tom Litwinowicz - Deacon  
Ken Golonka - Deacon Emeritus 
Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister  
Joe Mikolajczyk - Pastoral Minister 
Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 
Chris Walter - Office Manager 
Ann Marie Rymarczyk - Receptionist 
Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  
Brandon Arbuckle - Facilities 
 


