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By Patti Bertschler 

In almost poetic words, the author of Ecclesiastes uses a 
gardening analogy for the challenging comings and goings 
of life.   

Almost thirty years ago, Father Ray accepted an assign-
ment as pastor of St. Matthias, and with months before his 
75th birthday, he is preparing to retire.   

The Planting “When the Bishop first asked me to become 
pastor, I said, ‘No, thanks.’ But I’m glad that Bishop Pilla 
insisted,” muses Father Ray. 

The Tending In his retire-
ment request to Bishop 
Malesic, Father Ray writes, 
“While the parish is small…
St. Matthias has always been 
dedicated to looking after the 
poor, the homeless, the needy 
– both physically as well as 
spiritually. We can’t offer a 
lot of the “programs” that 
many larger parishes can, but 
we are noted for our support 
of efforts like the Brookside 
Center, the Metanoia Project, 
Transfiguration Parish's food 
bank, and several other wor-
thy outreach projects.” 

The Harvest “Over the years the generous folks of St. 
Matthias have donated nearly a hundred thousand dollars 
to Florida-based Food For The Poor to dig wells in Guate-
mala and help build homes in Haiti. This ecumenical 
Christian nonprofit organization provides food, medicine 
and shelter, among other services, to the poor in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

“And, to the best of my knowledge, St. Matthias was the 
first Catholic Church in Ohio to adopt the Alpha Course 
as an evangelization tool that, during the last two decades, 
has allowed us to bring nearly 500 people to experience 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

The Uprooting “It is with mixed emotions that I offer this 
resignation,” Father Ray acknowledges in his letter to the 
Bishop. Memories include the baptism of his grandneph-
ew twenty-two years ago; administering sacraments to a 
child some thirty years ago, then presiding over her mar-

(Ecc. 3:2) 

A time to plant and a time to uproot  

riage and now visiting her as his orthopedic doctor; so 
many other parishioners’ weddings, funerals, parish cele-
brations, festive liturgies and yes, the burning of the mort-
gage.   

Father’s message to the parish remains the same: “You are 
the Church.” 

He continues, “I just want to thank you for the love and 
support you’ve given me over the years, especially during 
these very difficult last few years, where a lot of our pro-
grams have been stalled, and it’s been difficult for us to 
gather. But there’s hope, and part of the hope is that I 
could name so many people around here who give of 
themselves to make St. Matthias. You are the Church.”   

Father Ray says he will live a few miles away and will 
come to lunches and weddings and birthday celebrations 
with us. And of course, we are encouraged to send him 
chocolate.   

Perhaps Ecclesiastes got it wrong. Perhaps it is not an 
uprooting after all, but simply an extension of Father 
Ray’s roots to a nearby location. The roots planted long 
ago remain here. 

Father Ray spoke of his upcoming retirement in his homily at both  
the Saturday Vigil Mass and at Sunday Mass for the Fourth Sunday 
of Ordinary Time. To watch the livestream video of these Masses, go 
to www.stmatthiaschurch.org, click on the YouTube link and 
then on the videos tab of the parish YouTube channel. Scroll to the 
Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time. More information on Father Ray’s 
retirement will be provided at a later date. 
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 ~ 2022 Lenten Liturgy Schedule ~ 

Ash Wednesday 
March 2 
Mass & ashes 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Scripture & ashes  12 noon 
 

Lenten Regulations  
As Jesus fasted 40 days in the desert, the Church tradition-
ally fasts during Lent as a gesture of repentance and a 

reminder of our dependence on the love of God.  

Fasting: Ages 18-59 fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday, one full meal and two smaller meals, no snacking 

between meals. 

Abstinence: Ages 14 and older, no meat on Ash 
Wednesday and all Fridays of Lent. 

~ Wednesdays in Lent ~  
Join us in the church on Wednesday mornings, 
March 9, 16, 23 and 30 and April 6 at 8:30 a.m. 
for morning prayer. 

~ Fridays in Lent ~  
March 4 Movie, The Shack  7:00 p.m. 
March 11   Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament & Adoration 3-7:00 p.m. 
March 18   Morning Stations following Mass 
March 25 Exposition of the Blessed  

Sacrament & Adoration 3-7:00 p.m. 
April 1 Stations of the Cross 7:00 p.m.  
 

Lift your spirit with these Lenten activities
By Chris Walter   

As in previous years, St Matthias offers a number of opportunities to 
make our Lent more meaningful.  

• Women’s Bible Study –  
St. Matthias Women’s Bible Study meets every Tuesday morning 
at 9 a.m. Contact  Florence Visk at 440-804-6174.  

• Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Adoration – 
On Friday, March 11, and Friday, March 25, Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament and Adoration will be offered from 3-7:00 
p.m. We would like at least two people present in the chapel dur-
ing this time. If you are interested, please sign up on the sheet in 
the Gathering Area. 

• Evening of Confession –  
Fr. Ray will be available in the church on Wednesday, March 16,  
from 5-8:00 p.m. for confession. Fr. Ray will also be at St. Al-
bert’s on Sunday, April 3, from 3-4:00 p.m. assisting with the 
Communal Penance Service, all are welcome. 
 

• Rosary during Lent—  
Join us either at the church or via livestream on Monday evenings 
at 8:00 p.m. to pray the rosary followed with Benediction. 
 

• Corned Beef and Cabbage and Taizé Prayer Service —  
Join us on St. Patrick’s Day, Thursday, March 17, for corned beef 
and cabbage followed with a Taizé prayer service. Please be sure 
to register for this event. More information will be in the bulletin 
and sent via Flocknote. 
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Lift your spirit with these Lenten activities 
Palm Sunday  
April 9   Mass 4:00 p.m. 
April 10   Mass 10:00 a.m.  
 
Wednesday of Holy Week  April 13 
Tenebrae   7:00 p.m. 
  

Holy Thursday  April 14   
Morning Prayer   8:30 a.m. 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:00 p.m.  
 
Good Friday  April 15   
Morning Prayer   8:30 a.m.  
Stations of the Cross   12 noon 
Movie    3:00 p.m. 
Soup and Salad   5:00 p.m. 
Good Friday Liturgy  7:00 p.m. 
with veneration of the cross  
and Communion 
 

Holy Saturday  April 16 
Morning Prayer   9:00 a.m. 
Lighting of the Fire  8:00 p.m.  
Easter Vigil Mass  8:30 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunday  April 17   
Mass    10:00 a.m.  
 
 

Feast of the Ascension (Seventh Sunday of Easter) 
May 28  Mass 4:00 p.m. 
May 29  Mass 10:00 a.m.  
 

Pentecost 
June 4  Mass 4:00 p.m. 
June 5  Mass 10:00 a.m.  
 

~ 2022 Eastertide Liturgy Schedule ~  

Need more information?  

Information about parish events and activities are in the  
St. Matthias weekly bulletins and available on the  

parish website: www.stmatthiaschurch.org. 

• Whole Family Catechesis —  
Monday evenings, March 14, 28 and April 11, you are invit-
ed to join us from 6-7:15 p.m. for Whole Family Catechesis. 
If you have not already registered for the year, the cost is 
$10 per family for a single session.  

• March 14, discussion on the “Different Forms of Prayer ~ 
Talking and Listening to God.”  

• March 28, Living Stations of the Cross.  

• April 11, discussion on the “Significance of  Holy Week.”  
In order to have enough supplies, please let Dianne know 
if you plan to attend. Dianne can be reached at 440-888-
8220 ext 124 or dlaheta@stmatthiaschurch.org  
 

• Palm Sunday Taizé  
Prayer Service — 
An evening Taizé service of 
prayer and song will take place 
on Palm Sunday, April 10, at 
7:00 p.m. All are welcome to 
attend, no registration necessary. 

 

• Good Friday Soup and Salad — 
Once again we are having Good Friday Soup and Salad. 
Please join us Good Friday, April 15, at 5:00 p.m. Sign up 
on the sheets in the Gathering Area so we know how much 
food to prepare. 

mailto:dlaheta@stmatthiaschurch.org
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We, the family of Saint Matthias, called to be disciples of Christ, 
reach out with a loving and caring spirit. Proclaiming the message 
of the Risen Lord, we provide for the spiritual growth and develop-
ment of our community. By sharing liturgies, ministries and re-
sponsibilities, we promote God’s kingdom.  

Mission Statement  

of Saint Matthias Church 

“God Is Good News” is the newsletter of Saint Matthias the Apostle Church. 

Staff: Irma Baker, Patti Bertschler, Rita Dowd-Mikolajczyk, Chris Walter 

Saint Matthias Church 
(440) 888-8220  -  www.stmatthiaschurch.org 

www.facebook.com/stmatthiastheapostlechurch  
 YouTube from link on church website 

Masses 
Saturday:   4 p.m. - in church  
Sunday:   10 a.m. - in church and online 
Holy Days: 8:30 a.m. & 7 p.m. 
Weekdays: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday   8:30 a.m. 
 Monday/Wednesday   No service 

Reconciliation 
Reconciliation - Saturday 3:15-3:45 p.m. or by appointment 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9 am to 4 pm 
Friday: 9 am to 3 pm 

St. Matthias Parish Staff 
Rev. Raymond A. Sutter, D.Min. - Pastor 
Rev. Art Snedeker - In residence  
Tom Litwinowicz - Deacon  
Ken Golonka - Deacon Emeritus 
Dianne Laheta - Pastoral Minister  
Joe Mikolajczyk - Pastoral Minister 
Sig Mikolajczyk - Music Director 
Chris Walter - Office Manager 
Ann Marie Rymarczyk - Receptionist 
Bob Arbuckle - Facilities  
Brandon Arbuckle - Facilities 
 


