
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 

                  Stewardship Report – Treasury  
         WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 

Budgeted Amount:                 $5,000.00 

 

Sunday Collection – 12/31/17   $2,546.00 

 

Additional Christmas Collection   $   595.00 

 

Solemnity of Mary Collection – 1/1/18  $   510.00 

 

 

Please support St. Monica’s Church by 

contributing to our Annual Campaign.  

Forms are located at the Church and Hall 

exits.  We thank you for your generosity. 

 
Here are the current figures for St. Monica’s 

Annual Campaign: 
 

  Campaign Statistics as of 1/2/2018 
Total # of Households:   435 

Total # Pledged:   102 

% of Participation:          23.45% 

Total Amount Pledged:    $29,535.00 

Total Amount Paid:    $25,429.67 

Average Pledge:          $289.56 

% of Pledges Collected:          86.10% 

 
 

******************************************************* 

The Sanctuary Lamp is given this week: 
       In Memory of:  The People of the Parish                                                                      

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

1/8 MON: 10:00a    People of the Parish 

1/9 TUES: 9:00a     People of the Parish                                                                     

1/10 WED: 9:00a     No Mass Today 

1/11 THU: 9:00a     People of the Parish 

1/12    FRI: 9:00a    People of the Parish 

1/13         SAT: 5:00p    Dorothy O’Connell 

   Patricia Eileen Wells 

1/14  SUN: 8:00a People of the Parish 

  10:00a John M. Kirk, Jr. 

  11:45a Edward Losiewicz 

 

 

Prices for Mass Cards: Large - $15.00 

   Small - $10.00 

Sanctuary Lamp:              $10.00 

 

Please stop by the Rectory Office between 9:30 a.m. and 

1:30 p.m. to purchase a Mass card or Sanctuary Lamp for 

a loved one. 

     

 

            THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

JANUARY 8, 2018 

 
 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
COFFEE & DONUTS – are served after 8:00 a.m. Mass on the first 

Sunday of each month in the Church Hall.  All are invited to join us. 

******************************************************* 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION –Wednesdays at 6:30pm in 

the Rectory Meeting Room. Weekly reading/ reflection of the 

Sunday Scriptures – fellowship time & refreshments follow.  

************************************************* 

ST. MONICA’S LEISURE GROUP - There will be no 

meetings of St. Monica's Leisure Group during the months of 

January and February. Meetings will resume beginning 

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 at 12:00 noon in the Church Hall.  

************************************************** 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP meets on the third Monday 

of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Rectory Meeting Room.   

The current book is entitled, “God of the Fairy Tale.”  

**************************************************  

Helping Hands meets the second Tuesday of every month in 

the Rectory Meeting Room at 7:30 p.m.  The next meeting is 

Tuesday, January 9. 

************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 

Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal – every 

Tuesday after the 9:00 A.M. Mass. 

Chaplet of the Divine Mercy - Every Friday after the 9:00 

A.M. Mass. 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of the 

month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M. 

  
ST. MONICA’S CHURCH – Contact info 

                  Phone # 973-875-4521      Fax # 973-875-7538 

Parish office hours: 9:30– 1:30pm Mon-Fri 

   Website:  www.stmonicasussex.org                       

                   Email: stmonica@ptd.net 

 

Deadline for bulletin submissions: Tuesday of each week for 

information to be printed on the following Sunday.  Email to 

stmonica@ptd.net 

 

 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
Sunday - Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday - Is 55:1-11 or 1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 
Tuesday - 1 Sm 1:9-20; Mk 1:21-28  
Wednesday - 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday - 1 Sm 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday - 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday - 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19, 10:1; Mk 2:13-17 

 
 

 

 

http://www.stmonicasussex.org/
mailto:stmonica@ptd.net


YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS: 

MASS ATTENDANCE – It is a very important and an integral part of your son/daughter’s faith journey as they prepare 

for the reception of Confirmation. We ask that you make every effort to attend each week.   

*********************************************************************************************** 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

Grades 1 and 2: 

   Sunday,  Jan. 14th       Class – 9:30am to 11:30am 

   Sunday, Jan. 28th       Class – 9:30am to 11:30am 

Grades 3, 4, 5 & 6: 

   Saturday Jan. 20th       Class – 9am to 11am  

 

 

 
LITURGY OF THE WORD FOR CHILDREN – This is celebrated every Sunday at the 10am Mass. We encourage all 
families with children in Grades 1 to 4 to have your son/daughter participate in this as part of their faith formation. If anyone 
is interested in helping to teach our children in this important ministry, please call the rectory. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR OF EIGHT 

 

 Those of you who attended Midnight Mass or the 10 a.m. Mass during Christmas were pleasantly 

surprised!  Our eight singers, four men and four women, sang in beautiful harmony with only four Thursday 

evening practices! 

 

 Lent and Easter are now around the corner – Ash Wednesday is on Valentine’s Day, February 14!  I’m 

hoping we can increase our choir to at least TEN singers (two more!)  I want to rehearse four Thursdays in 

March:  March 1, 8, 15 and 22.  Palm Sunday is March 25th.  That enables us to sing on a few Sundays in Lent 

at the 10:00 a.m. Mass, plus Holy Week Masses for those able to attend. 

Please see me if you are interested.  Thank you! 

 

         Judy Consentino 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 7, 2018 
 
“You have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was given to me for your benefit,…it was not made 
known to people in other generations as it now has been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit 
that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel.” 
 
We hear the story of the visitors from the east, the magi; remember the three gifts and the guidance of the star. But St. 
Paul offers us something more for our consideration. God in His goodness has sent His Son, for the salvation of all 
people. Paul explained it clearly, as revealed now. 
 
The ‘now’ in our time tells us the same awesome and meaningful message. We are 1) Coheirs, - something special is 
offered to us. 2) Members of the same body – we belong to the Lord and His church, a holy people and 3) copartners, 
called to do our part as Missionary Disciples. 
 
These gifts have been given to us for our benefit, to be treasured and used for the building of His kingdom. 
 

 
 



THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Isaiah speaks poetically of the coming of the Lord. He describes how “darkness covers the earth” but light and glory 
appear over God’s chosen people. 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Paul tells the Ephesians that the Jews and Gentiles are now co-heirs of the promises God has made. He explains that 
both groups are now members of one body through Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
After Jesus’ birth, three astrologers from the east came to Jerusalem and inquired about the newborn king of the Jews. 
King Herod became greatly angered, and asked the astrologers to bring him more information about the child once they 
had found him, so that he too could pay homage to the infant.  However, Herod’s true plan was to kill Jesus. The wise 
men were warned in a dream not to return to him and they took a different route to return home. 
 

 



      …  FROM THE DESK OF FR. JAN 

 On this Sunday we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, sometimes called the Feast of the Three Kings. 
There are many disputes about the three kings. Why three? Who were they (if they ever existed at all)? Where 
did they come from? How did we know their names? Was there really a star that led them to Bethlehem? For 
each of these questions there are legends and accounts in what are called the apocryphal Gospels. It is 
useless for us to try to give accurate answers to these questions. But for us believers there is no dispute that 
the real meaning of this feast is that the revelation of our salvation through Jesus Christ is for all peoples of all 
lands and of all races. Through the visit of the magi we realize that Jesus Christ the Messiah is given not just to 
one nation or to one race but to all peoples and to all nations. 

 The Feast of Epiphany remains meaningful because it reminds us of great love God has for us — God 

so loved us that he gave us his only son to redeem us. What is astonishing and striking of this Epiphany — the 

manifestation of God's graciousness, generosity, and love. 

 First, God shows Himself in the form of a baby, who may be seen as weak, dependent, and vulnerable. 

God chose to be human, to be one like us, thereby demoting God to our nature as a sign of humility, solidarity, 

and unity. This act of God serves as a foreshadowing of the preference and tendency of Jesus to be identified 

and in solidarity with the weak, powerless, and outcasts of society. These people will readily accept the 

salvation that Jesus lovingly offers as they recognize their total and utter dependence on him. 

 Second, the place where Jesus was born was Bethlehem which was not exactly the most famous 

place. It was not a center. In the Gospel passage, a prophet claims: "And you Bethlehem, land of Judah, are 

by no means least among the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people 

and Israel." There seems to be an implication here of how Jesus would somehow challenge categories of 

importance and greatness. Since Jesus is the Messiah, the much awaited Savior and liberator, the expectation 

was that he would be born in class and pompousness. Yet God chose to have the birth of Jesus, otherwise. 

 Finally, the Messiah was much awaited by the Jews who placed their hope in him to liberate them from 

the clutches of power of the Romans. However, Jesus was proclaimed initially to shepherds who were outcasts 

of society and the magi who were pagans. The Jews for whom the Messiah was promised refused to accept 

him while the Gentiles came to him in greater appreciation.  

 In the story, the Jewish experts, guardians of tradition, easily identify the child's prophesied birthplace. 

But their response is one of fear and duplicity. Matthew is the only evangelist who tells the story of the magi. 

The wise men took a step of faith and were drawn to the Lord. They gave him gifts to recognize who he is and 

the role he plays in the lives of all believers. Gold is the gift for the King. Jesus is the only one we can allow to 

direct our lives. Frankincense is the sign of the priest. Jesus is the great high priest who bridges the gap 

between God and man. Myrrh is the perfume used to anoint the dead. Jesus is the sacrificial lamb whose 

death restored life. 

 Matthew thus describes beautifully in a story the same truth that Paul affirms in his letter that Jesus is 

for all peoples, and his mission is universal. The wise men from the east were the Gentiles, non-Jews. Like the 

magi, we come from all over the world and we can find Jesus and do him homage. He is the infant king of the 

Jews but he is not the exclusive property of any tribe, community or nation. Rather, he belongs to us all as we 

can all belong to him. 

 Jesus is the journey's end for all who seek the face of God, for all who seek for meaning and purpose in 
our lives. He came not only for the chosen race but for the all human race. He is for all of us. 


