
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
 
                  
  Stewardship Report – Treasure  

         WEEKLY COLLECTION 
 
Budgeted Amount:                 $5,000.00 
 
Sunday Collection – 7/21/2019   $2,729.00 
Catholic Communications Collection – 7/21/2019 $   302.40 
 
Online Giving – 7/14/2019    $   481.00 
 

 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp is given this week: 
In Memory of:  Celso Espejo 
Given by:  Isabel Sly 

 
        

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
 
7/29 MON:   9:00a People of our Parish 
7/30 TUES: 9:00a People of our Parish 
7/31 WED: 9:00a     NO MASS TODAY 
8/1 THU: 9:00a NO MASS TODAY 
8/2 FRI: 9:00a People of our Parish 
8/3 SAT:     5:00p Patrick O’Shea 
8/4 SUN: 8:30a Florence Mitchell 
   Celso Espejo 
  10:30a Gregory & Sonja Frankowski 
   Owen F. Colquhoun 
   Ed Vander Berg 
   Bill Hodas 
   Mary Losiewicz 
   William Fischer,  Jr. 
 
 

ST. MONICA’S CHURCH – Contact information 
Phone:  973-875-4521 Fax:  973-875-7538 

Parish Office Hours:  9:30am–1:30pm  Mon. Tue. Thurs. 
and Fri. 

THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS. 
Website:  www.stmonicasusssex.org     

Email: stmonica@ptd.net 
Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Tuesday of each week 
at 12 noon for information to be printed on the following 

Sunday. 

 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

JULY 28, 2019 
 

Faithfulness to God is blessed with grace and mercy. Jesus 
interceded for us, as Abraham did for Sodom, and salvation is 
ours through his cross.  Righteous living, which is adhering to 

God’s commands and caring for one another, is how we 
embrace our salvation.  Let us pray for one another and for 
those who may not yet know the Lord - that salvation may be 

theirs as well.  For God is merciful to the faithful. 
 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
 

COFFEE & DONUTS – will be discontinued for July and 
August.  It will resume on the first Sunday of September. 
******************************************************* 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION – Thursdays at 6:00pm in 
the Rectory Meeting Room. Weekly reading/reflection of the 
Sunday Scriptures – fellowship time & refreshments follow.  
************************************************** 
ST. MONICA’S LEISURE GROUP meets the first 
Wednesday of each month.  The next meeting is Wednesday, 
August 7th at 12:00 noon in the Church Hall.  Dues are $10 a 
year.  All are invited.  For more information, contact Grace 
Casalino at 973-702-8569. 
**************************************************  
HELPING HANDS meets the second Tuesday of each month 
in the Rectory Meeting Room at 7:30 p.m.  There will be no 
July meeting.  Next meeting is Tuesday, August 13th. 
************************************************** 
ST. MONICA’S ROSARY SOCIETY – meets on the first  
Monday of the month. The next meeting is August 5th at 
7:00pm in the Church Hall. 
************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 
 

Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal – every 
Tuesday after the 9:00 A.M. Mass. 
************************************************** 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – Every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass. 
************************************************** 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of the 
month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M.

 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If you are attending Mass and using our 
blue “blank” visitor envelopes and wish to receive our weekly envelopes in the mail, please register with us.  If 
you wish to become a registered member and be placed on our parish mailing list, there are blank registration 
forms on the  table near the Church exits.  Please fill it out and give it to Fr. Jan after Mass, or drop it in the 
collection basket. 
 
 

 
 

 
 



The National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Summer 

Retreat Day 
 
Spend a quiet day out with fellow 
parishioners at The National Shrine of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel for a Summer Retreat 

Day, “Deepening our Faith”, on Wednesday, August 7, 
2019. 
 
Flyers with a registration form and more information are 
available on the tables in the Church Hall. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Carol Bezak 
Shrine Director at 845-343-1879.  
****************************************************************                          

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
St. Monica’s Rosary Society has placed 
“Prayer Request” boxes on the tables at the 
exits of the Church.  If you have a special 

prayer request, please write it on a slip of paper and 
drop it in the box.  The requests will be picked up after 
each weekend and distributed to the members of St. 
Monica’s Rosary Society.  Your intentions will be 
included in their prayers each day. 
**************************************************************** 
READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
Sunday:   Gn 18:20-32; Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 
Monday:   Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Jn 11:19-27 or  
     Lk 10:38-42 
Tuesday:   Ex 33:7-11, 34:5b-9, 28; Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday:   Ex 34:29-35; Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday:   Ex 40:16-21, 34-38; Mt 13:47-53 
First Friday:  Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37;  
           Mt 13:54-58 
First Saturday: Lv 25:1, 8-17; Mt 14:1-12 

 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32 
Abraham pleads with the Lord, who planned to destroy 
Sodom and Gomorrah because of the evil and sin in 
those cities. Abraham asks him if he would spare the city 
if fifty, forty, thirty, twenty or even only ten innocent 
people were found there. God says that he would spare 
the cities even for the sake of only ten. 
 
Second Reading: Colossians 2:12-14 
Paul explains to the Colossians that through baptism, 
they are raised to life with Christ because they believed 
in the power of the God who raised him from the dead. 
Even though they once lived in sin, their sins have been 
pardoned through Jesus. 
 
 
 
 

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13 
Jesus' disciples asked him how they should pray. He 
gave them some phrases similar to those now used in 
the Lord's Prayer. Jesus also reminds the disciples how 
even men with sins are able to give good things to their 
children, and explains how much more the heavenly 
Father wants to give to us. 
 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY 
READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 28, 2019 
 
“Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he 
had finished, one of his disciples said to him,  
‘Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his 
disciples.’ He said to them, ‘When you pray, say, 
Father, hallowed be your name…” 
 
Jesus directed His prayer to the Father. Paul tells us we 
can pray only through the inspiration of the Spirit. The 
Trinity is found in every prayer, ‘How much more will the 
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
him?’ 
 
We, like the disciple, ask the Lord to help us to pray and 
to pray better. We pray in response to the Spirit’s urging. 
We pray in many ways, with words, in silent meditation 
and reflection, we pray with our hands in serving others. 
Jesus is ever present to lead us, strengthening our 
prayer life.   
 
Let’s use an example. In teaching people how to swim 
we can tell them to close their mouths, kick their feet, 
move their arms and hold their breath. That’s teaching 
technique, but is not swimming. One must enter the 
water and try. 
 
Prayer is no different. We learn to pray better by praying. 
Like swimming we are refreshed and renewed by our 
experience.    
 

 
 
 

 



  SAINTS MARY AND MARTHA 

 

This month we remember two sisters who appear in the Gospels.  
Last Monday, July 22, we observed the feast of St. Mary 
Magdalene.  This Monday, July 29, we observe the memorial of 
St. Martha. As we heard last Sunday, in the Gospel of Luke, 
Jesus visits the home of two sisters named Mary and Martha. The 
two sisters are contrasted: Martha was "cumbered about many 
things" while Jesus was their guest, while Mary had chosen "the 
better part", that of listening to the master's discourse.[3] 

In the Gospel of John, Martha and Mary appear in connection with two incidents: 
the raising from the dead of their brother Lazarus (John 11) and the anointing of 
Jesus in Bethany (John 12:3). 

In the account of the raising of Lazarus, Jesus meets with the sisters in turn: Martha 
followed by Mary. Martha goes immediately to meet Jesus as he arrives, while Mary 
waits until she is called. As one commentator notes, "Martha, the more aggressive 
sister, went to meet Jesus, while quiet and contemplative Mary stayed home. This 
portrayal of the sisters agrees with that found in Luke 10:38–42."[9] In speaking with 
Jesus, both sisters lament that he did not arrive in time to prevent their brother's death: 
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died".[10] But where Jesus' 
response to Mary is more emotional, his response to Martha is one of teaching calling 
her to hope and faith. 

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary 
stayed at home. "Lord", Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask." 
 
Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."  
Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."  
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?"  
"Yes, Lord", she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to 
come into the world."[11] 

As the narrative continues, Martha calls her sister Mary to see Jesus. Jesus has Mary 
bring him to Lazarus' tomb where he commands the stone to be removed from its 
entrance. Martha here objects, "But, Lord, by this time there is a bad odor, for he has 
been there four days", to which Jesus replies, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?”[12] They then take away the stone and Jesus prays 
and calls Lazarus forth alive from the tomb. 

Martha appears again in John 12:1–8, where she serves at a meal held in Jesus' honor 
at which her brother is also a guest.  It is at this meal that a woman (Martha's sister 
Mary, according to John) anoints Jesus with expensive perfume.  



 


