
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
               WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 
Budgeted Amount:                 $5,000.00 
 
Sunday Collection – 3/15/20    $1,575.00 
 
Online Giving – Regular Collection – 3/8/20  $   476.00 
Maintenance Collection – 3/8/20   $     61.00 
 
 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 1/13/20 
Please support St. Monica’s Church by contributing to our 

Annual Campaign.   Forms are located at the Church Hall exits. 
We thank you for your generosity. 

  Pledges to date: $35,830.00 
  Paid to date: $32,888.34  
 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp is given this week: 

In Memory of:  People of our Parish 
 

 
 MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
 
   3/23 MON:   9:00a People of our Parish 
   3/24 TUES:  9:00a People of our Parish 
   3/25 WED: 9:00a NO MASS TODAY 
 3/26 THU: 9:00a People of our Parish 
   3/27 FRI: 9:00a Konrad & Alexander  
      Holczer (LIV) 
    Felicia Szajnoga 
   3/28 SAT:     5:00p John Battaglia 
    Robert Wagner 
  3/29   SUN: 8:30a Edward J. Mitchell, Jr. 
                10:30a Francis McDonough 
    Rev. Paul Tigyer 
                12:00p John Culver 
 

Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 12 noon on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 
 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 
FRIDAYS OF LENT – Stations of the Cross has been 
cancelled 
MONDAYS OF LENT – Confessions have been cancelled. 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
MARCH 22, 2020 

 
Jesus’ power and claims divide those who encounter 

him.  He is the long-awaited one, and he heals all 
wounds, even giving sight to the blind.  We can trust that 

Jesus can heal all the wounds of our lives, giving us 
sight to see and a light to follow in the darkness of sin. 

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH 

EVENTS 
 

Due to the current restrictions on social gatherings 
imposed by the Governor of New Jersey and the 
mandates received from Bishop Serratelli’s office, we 
regret to announce the following: 
 
COFFEE & DONUTS – Cancelled until further notice. 
******************************************************* 
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION – Cancelled until further 
notice.  
************************************************** 
ST. MONICA’S LEISURE GROUP There will be no 
meetings until further notice. 
**************************************************  
HELPING HANDS meets the second Tuesday of each month 
in the Rectory Meeting Room at 7:30 p.m.  Next meeting is 
tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, April 14, 2020. 
************************************************** 
ST. MONICA’S ROSARY SOCIETY There will be no 
meetings until further notice. 
************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 
Novena to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Chaplet of 
the Divine Mercy and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
are cancelled until further notice. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

PARISH REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If you are attending Mass and using our blue 
“blank” visitor envelopes and wish to receive our weekly envelopes in the mail, please register with us.  If you wish to 
become a registered member and be placed on our parish mailing list, please contact the Church office at (973) 875-
4521. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
CALENDAR 

 
To all CCD and Youth Ministry Students and Parents: 
 
As of Monday, March 16th, there were 178 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in New Jersey.  There are now three in Sussex 
County and while we won’t be able to keep it that way, let’s all 
join in to keep the numbers as low as possible. 
 
We are cancelling all Religious Ed, Youth Ministry and Sunday 
Liturgy of the Word until after Easter.  First Reconciliation and 
First Holy Communion will be postponed.  We will provide 
further information and possible dates for Reconciliation and 
Communion when we can.   
 
   - Janice Fazenbaker, Coordinator 
 

 
********************************************* 

Easter Flower Memorial Envelopes. Due to the 
uncertainty of our Easter celebration, Easter 
flower memorial envelopes will no longer be 
available.  
 

*********************************************                                                                              
The Knights of Columbus #5563 annual 
St. Patrick’s Day/St Joseph’s Day Pot 
Luck Dinner has been cancelled due to 
the current public gathering restrictions 
caused by the coronavirus outbreak. 

 
********************************************* 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
 

The 3RD ANNUAL FISH AND CHIPS 
DINNER, hosted by HELPING HANDS 
and prepared by Tastefully British, has 
been postponed until Thursday, October 
9, 2020.  Details to follow in September. 
 
********************************************* 
St. Monica’s Lenten Retreat – “The Mystery of 
Lent”,  Tuesday & Wednesday, March 24th & 25th  
has been cancelled. 
 
*********************************************       

LENTEN RETREAT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 
National Shrine of Our Lady of  

Mt. Carmel 
70 Carmelite Drive,  

Middletown, NY 10942 
 (845) 343-1879 

 
The Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel regrets that all remaining 
Lenten Retreat Opportunities have been cancelled due to the 
current restrictions   
********************************************* 
 

St. Monica’s is registered with WSUS 102.3 FM Radio for closings 
and/or delays due to inclement weather and other emergency 
situations.  These announcements can be heard on the radio, but 
the quickest way is to visit the following website: 
wsus1023.iheart.com, then simply click on “Closings and Delays”.  
We will be updating appropriate information regarding our Parish 
as it becomes available. 
 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Sunday:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Eph 5:8-14;  
  Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26- 
  38 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 
 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

  
First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a  
In seeking a King for the Israelites, Samuel traveled to Jesse of 
Bethlehem, who had seven sons. Commanded by God to 
ignore the elder sons, Samuel anointed the youngest, David.  
  
Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14  
Paul exhorts the Ephesians to live as “children of light” in 
goodness and truth and to avoid evil deeds “done in darkness.”  
  
Gospel: John 9:1-41  
Jesus performs the miracle of giving sight to the man born 
blind. Because Jesus performed this miracle on the Sabbath, 
the Pharisees called him a “sinner,” but the blind man said, “He 
is a prophet.” Jesus later reveals to the blind man that He is 
the Son of Man. 
  
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Fourth Sunday of Lent - March 22, 2020 
 
“Surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him. But the 
Lord said to Samuel: ‘Do not judge from his appearance or 
from his lofty stature, because I have rejected him. Not as 
man sees does God see, because man sees the 
appearance but the Lord looks into the heart… Then 
Samuel, with the horn of oil in his hand, anointed David in 
the presence of his brothers; and from that day on, the 
Spirit of the Lord rushed on David.” 
 
Midway through the holy season, preparing to celebrate the 
Paschal mystery and live Holy Week, today is a fine time to 
pause, look into our hearts, and ask what else needs to be 
done. Our journey through prayer, devotion and good works 
has been quite good. Maybe we can make it better. But let’s 
reflect on the words of the Book of Samuel.   
 
We judge by appearance, but ‘God looks into the heart’. What 
He sees is probably quite good, but we know there might be 
some shadow to be removed, or mess to be cleaned up. The 
Sacrament of Reconciliation perhaps has been put on a back 
burner, but today becomes the source for our improvement 
and growth. Decide today to use this gift of Jesus to His church 
and make a good confession. ‘Be reconciled to God.’ 
 



BEWARE!   There are number of COVID-19 maps out on the internet and on social media illustrating its spread.  It’s 
advisable NOT to download any map or app.  The original map from Johns Hopkins University should be okay, 
however, many others are clones and may have malware embedded in them which can compromise your computer, 
tablet, or phone.  Thank you, Paul Little, for giving us this heads-up from a cyber-security perspective. 
************************************************************************************************** 

IMPORTANT NEWS 

During this unprecedented time when we are unable to attend Mass and participate together in parish events due to 
measures taken by our diocese to halt the spread of the coronavirus, we are going to try to keep all of you updated on 
latest developments by posting our bulletin on Fridays each week on our website, stmonicasussex.org.   Please see the 
following announcements: 

1.  The church is open for adoration and private prayer every day except Wednesday from 9 am to 12 noon.  During this 
time, confessions may be heard or by appointment.  

2.  Mass intentions will be offered at Fr. Jan’s private mass, therefore, the deceased loved ones listed in our mass book 
will be remembered.  If anyone would like to change the date already requested for their intention, please contact the 
church office. 

3.  As parishioners attend adoration, weekly collection envelopes may be deposited in the collection box located near the 
pulpit. 

4.  The parish office is closed to the public until further notice.  Grace and Cindy will be working between 9:30 am and 
1:30 pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday to answer the phone and handle requests for Mass cards, 
documentation and any essential church business.  Mass cards may be requested by calling the church office. 

God bless you all.  Peace over Panic, Faith over Fear. 

**************************************************************************************************

TO OUR PARISHIONERS: 

Since we are unable to attend Mass or if you are otherwise homebound, consider watching Masses on EWTN or other 
religious television or online broadcasts and making an act of Spiritual Communion.  St. Thomas Aquinas described 
Spiritual Communion as “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we 
had already received Him.” 
 
Act of Spiritual Communion Prayer:  
 
My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at 
least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly 
to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF POPE FRANCIS FOR PROTECTION AND HELP 
 
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.  We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.  You know what we need, and we are sure you will 
provide to that, as in Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.  Help us Mother of Divine 
Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God.  Do not disdain the entreaties of those of us who are in trial, 
but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 
 
 



 


