
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
               WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 
Sunday collection – April 5  $2,151.00 
On-line giving for – March 29  $   642.00    
 
Many thanks to those who are continuing to support St. 
Monica’s Church by sending in their weekly collection 
envelopes.  Bills still need to be paid, and we are very 
grateful for your generosity during this difficult time. 
Weekly collection envelopes may be mailed directly to the 
Rectory office at 33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. 
Collection envelopes may also be dropped in the metal 
milk box located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 
Another option to continue to support St. Monica’s is to go 
to the Diocesan link on their website which is:  
http://helpmyparish.thankyou4caring.org. Follow the 
prompts to make a one-time or recurring gift. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
************************************************* 

The Sanctuary Lamp is given this week: 
In Memory of:  Emil Ogrinz 
Given by:  Dorothy Ogrinz 

 
 MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
   4/13 MON:     People of our Parish 
   4/14 TUES:     Sharon Schneider(LIV) 
   4/15 WED:  NO MASS TODAY 
 4/16 THU:  Bronislawa Leszniowska 
   4/17 FRI:  People of our Parish 
   4/18 SAT:      Hilary & John Battaglia  
  4/19   SUN:  Giorgio Gallara 
    John & Eleanor Murray 
    Rita & Ed Puzio 
    Mary Eckert 
                        Florence DiStasi 
    Joan Adams 
    Steve Bartos 
 
Pass the word to those who do not have access to internet 
and are unable to receive the bulletin on line, that they 
may pick up a printed copy from the metal box at the 
entrance to the Rectory.   
 
St. Monica’s Church contact information: 
Phone:  973-875-4521 Fax:  973-875-7538 
Website:  www.stmonicasussex.org 
Email:  stmonica@ptd.net 

 

ST. MONICA’S CHURCH IS  CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 

 
EASTER SUNDAY OF THE 

RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
APRIL 12, 2020 

 

 
 
Allelulia!  Sing out with joy for the Easter miracle.  
The Lord is risen.  We have been redeemed.  Death 
no longer has ultimate power over us.  We 
anticipate the day when we too will be raised with 
Christ.  As baptized Christians, we have already 
been raised.  We have been raised out of the ashes 
of despair, raised up to the luminosity of salvation.  
“This is the day the Lord has made,” we sing in 
the responsorial psalm, “let us rejoice and be 
glad.”  May we go forth joyfully witnessing to the 
Resurrection of the Lord.  
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
 

Due to the current restrictions on social gatherings 
imposed by the Governor of New Jersey and the 
mandates received from Bishop Serratelli’s office, we 
regret to announce that all parish events and devotions 
are cancelled until further notice. 
 

 
 

In Sympathy …JENNIE RATTI – 1917-2020 
It is with great sadness to inform you that our long-time parishioner, Jennie Ratti, passed 
away peacefully on Monday, April 6.  She was 103.  Our heartfelt condolences go out to the 
Ratti and Dente families.   
A memorial Mass will be celebrated in honor of Jennie at a later date. 
May Jennie be embraced by the risen Lord on this Easter Sunday.



 
IMPORTANT NEWS 

 
During this unprecedented time when we are unable to attend Mass and participate together in parish events due to 
measures taken by our diocese to halt the spread of the coronavirus, we are going to try to keep all of you updated on 
latest developments by posting our bulletin each weekend on our website, stmonicasussex.org.   Please see the following 
announcements for this week.  Detailed letters from the Bishop can be found on our website. 
 
************************************************************************************************************************************** 
Mass intentions will be continue to be offered at Fr. Jan’s private Mass; therefore, the deceased loved ones listed in our 
mass book will be remembered.  If anyone would like to change the date already requested for their intention, please 
contact the church office. 
 
The parish office is closed until further notice.  Voice mail and email messages will be monitored as often as possible.   
Mass cards may be requested by leaving a message at the church office.  We will continue to prepare a bulletin to keep 
you updated with any news.  
   
God bless you all and we pray that we will all be able to worship together again soon. 
************************************************************************************************************************************* 
INFORMATION REGARDING HOLY WEEK, THE PASCAL TRIDUUM AND EASTER IN THE DIOCESE OF 
PATERSON BY MANDATE OF THE BISHOP: 
 
The date of Easter is the linchpin of the entire liturgical year and is declared immovable of the Apostolic See through 
mandate of the Supreme Pontiff.  The date of Easter remains April 12, 2020. 
 
Easter food is not blessed at the parish or any other public setting.  However, you may use the Blessing of Easter Food 
Prayer which is included in this bulletin. 
 
The Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday may be celebrated and the faithful joined spiritually through the internet or by 
televised masses. 
***************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Sunday - Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or 
    Mt 28:1-10 or, at an afternoon or evening Mass, Lk 24:13-35 
Monday - Acts 2:14, 22-33; Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday - Acts 2:36-41; Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday - Acts 3:1-10; Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday - Acts 3:11-26; Lk 24:35-48 
Friday - Acts 4:1-12; Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday - Acts 4:13-21; Mk 16:9-15 
 
****************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord 
April 12, 2020 
 
“So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them  
‘they have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they have  put him.’ So Peter and the other 
disciple went out and came to the tomb…. Then the other disciple went in, and he saw and believed. For they did 
not understand the Scriptures that he had to rise from the dead.” 
 
We can search for the Lord as did Mary of Magdalena. We can run as did Peter and John, and find linen cloths and an 
empty tomb. Our search continues. We can reflect on our favorite post resurrection stories as recorded in the scriptures 
and share our belief and Easter joy.   
 
More importantly, we need to look into our own hearts, renew our Easter faith and discover the presence of the Risen 
Lord in our hearts for the kingdom is near and is within you. May we mirror the joy of the first witnesses of the Risen Lord, 
as we live Easter every day. 

 



Catholic Prayer:   Easter Blessing of Food 
 

               
Description: 
The Easter blessing of food owe their origin to the fact that 
these particular foods, namely, fleshmeat and milk products, 
including eggs, were forbidden in the Middle Ages during the 
Lenten fast and abstinence.  When the feast of Easter brought 
the rigorous fast to an end, and these foods were again 
allowed at table, the people showed their joy and gratitude 
by first taking the food to church for a blessing.  Moreover, 
they hoped that the Church’s blessing on such edibles would 
prove a remedy for whatever harmful effects the body might 
have suffered from the long period of self-denial.  Today the 
Easter blessing of food are still held in many churches in the 
United States, especially in Slavic parishes 
  

(These blessings are taken from the 1964 Roman Ritual translated by Philip Weller.) 
 
Leader:   Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
All:   Who made heaven and earth. 
Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
All:    May He also be with you. 
 
Leader: Let us pray. 
God, who by your servant Moses commanded your people in their deliverance from Egypt to kill a lamb 
as a type of our Lord Jesus Christ, and prescribed that its blood be used to sign the two door-posts of their 
homes, may it please you to bless and sanctify this flesh which we, your servants, desire to eat in praise 
of you.  We ask this in virtue of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you 
forever and ever. 
 
Lord, let the grace of your blessing come upon these eggs, that they be healthful food for your faithful 
who eat them in thanksgiving for the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
forever and ever. 
 
Holy Lord and Father, almighty everlasting God, be pleased to bless this bread imparting to it your 
hallowed favor from on high.  May it be for all who eat of it a healthful food for body and soul, as well as a 
safeguard against every disease and all assaults of the enemy.  We ask this of our lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, the bread of life who came down from heaven and gives live and salvation to the world; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. 
 
God of glory, the eyes of all turn to you as we celebrate Christ’s victory over sin and death. 
Bless us and this food of our first Easter meal.  May we who gather at the Lord’s table continue to 
celebrate the joy of his resurrection and be admitted finally to his heavenly banquet. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
 
May Christ nourish us and strengthen us in faith and love, now and forever. 
All:  Amen. 
 
(The food may be sprinkled with holy water). 



 
 

 
 
April 8, 2020 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
 In our yearly celebration of Easter, we joyfully mark God's renewal of his creation and his 
renewal of our lives through Christ's victory over sin and death. At the dawn of creation 
God said: "Let there be light" (Genesis 1:4) and his powerful word made light to guide the 
crown of his creation, the human person. 

 
Jesus Christ is the Light that redeems us and leads us to eternal life. While we will not be 
able to celebrate all of the beautiful rites of the Easter Vigil this year, such as the blessing 
of the new fire and the solemn preparation and lighting of the Paschal Candle, we can do 
something to express our certain hope for the Light of Christ to banish despair. I invite all 
of the faithful to place a small electric light outside of their home or in their window at 
sunset on the night before Easter Sunday, the vigil of the Day of Resurrection, to unite our 
hearts in hope and to express our undying faith in our Risen Lord who is the Light that 
never will be vanquished. As the electric candle or light is illumined I invite you pray with 
your household: "May the Light of Christ rising in glory dispel the darkness of our hearts 
and minds." 

 
God continues to enlighten the world through our faith in the Lord Jesus and in the 
countless acts of sacrifice of so many selfless individuals during this difficult time. 

May God deliver from harm all of those who suffer in the midst of this pandemic and 
protect all who attend to their care. May he keep each of us safe in his loving embrace. 

 
With a prayer for the Lord's blessing, I am 
 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Most Reverend Arthur J. Serratelli, S.T.D., S.S.L., D.D. 

Bishop of Paterson 
 

 
 
 

The Lord has risen! aLLeLuia! 



 
          
 Easter is the celebration of Christ's resurrection from the dead. As we know from the Gospels, 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day following his crucifixion (which is Easter Sunday). 
His resurrection marks the triumph of good over evil, sin and death. It is the singular event which 
proves that those who trust in God and accept Christ will be raised from the dead. This dogma of our 
faith Saint Paul stated in this way: unless Christ rose from the dead, our faith is in vain (1 Corinthians 
15:17). Through his death, Christ saved mankind from bondage to sin, and He destroyed the hold that 
death has on all of us; but it is His Resurrection that gives us the promise of new life, both in this 
world and the next. 
          Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, we die to our old way of life, to our old self, and 
rise to newness that is filled with risen Lord. In the newness we need to discover the Cross, for it is in 
the Cross that we unite our own sufferings, pain, difficulties, addictions, and challenges to fully 
participate in His Resurrection. 
          Life seldom is easy and simple. Most of the time, our life is difficult and full of troubles, 
especially now in the time of the coronavirus when we cannot normally worship in the church and 
praise God in His house. It brings us difficulties and hardship. Let all this not be dispiriting and 
disheartening for us, and let it not give us reason to complain to God. Amidst these difficulties we 
rather should pray more and ask God to increase our trust in Him and in His providence so our true 
destiny may be reached by walking in the footsteps of Jesus Christ by following him in the way of the 
cross in our daily life, and by serving him and others in the way of humility and of love. We can find 
Christ in the midst of the challenges and difficulties, and be ready to face them for we know that it is 
the same cross that leads to redemption. 
        Our faith assures us that God will see us through these challenges and difficulty. No matter the 
length of time or the degree of that challenge, we will see the light at the end if we are well rooted in 
our faith, embrace the cross, and believe in God’s love and promise of everlasting life. 
        It is the resurrection of Jesus that gives us hope and inspiration to know that He will be here to 
help us. In His Resurrection Christ offered us a new life filled with grace, hope and love. After all, in 
dying He destroyed our death, and in rising He restored our life. 
        Easter is a day of great joy and solemn celebration because it represents the fulfillment of God's 
promises to mankind. Easter Sunday is indeed the day of great joy for Christ is risen. As hope springs 
eternal, may we cherish the love of the Father and the selfless acts of Jesus. May we begin anew, 
refresh, rejuvenated, and our faith rekindled to reconsecrate ourselves to God who is our only 
answer. May we think of our Lord’s gift to us, and be ready to offer a gift of faith, hope and love back 
to Him. 
        Sadly, we will not be able to solemnly celebrate Easter together this year. However, on behalf of 
all of us here at Saint Monica, I wish you a very joyful, and Blessed Easter. May God bless you and 
keep you healthy and safe !! 
         Fr. Jan 


