
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

               
  WEEKLY COLLECTION 

 
Easter, Palm Sunday and Regular Sunday 
 (4/26) collection combined –   $  2,383.00    
Regular On-line giving for – April 19    $     711.00   
Maintenance on-line giving   $       25.00 
      
Many thanks to those who are continuing to support St. 
Monica’s Church by sending in weekly collection 
envelopes.  Bills still need to be paid, and we are very 
grateful for your generosity during this difficult time. 
Weekly collection envelopes may be mailed directly to the 
Rectory office at 33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. 
Collection envelopes may also be dropped in the metal 
milk box located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 
Another option to continue to support St. Monica’s is to go 
to the Diocesan link on their website which is:  
http://helpmyparish.thankyou4caring.org. Follow the 
prompts to make a one-time or recurring gift. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
************************************************* 

The Sanctuary Lamp is given this week: 
In Memory of:  All those who have died 
             due to the coronavirus 

  
 MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
   5/4 MON:    Intentions of the Rosary Society 
   5/5 TUES:   People of our Parish 
   5/6 WED: NO MASS TODAY 
 5/7 THU: People of our Parish 
   5/8 FRI: People of our Parish 
   5/9 SAT: Anna Dalena 
   Theresa DelMonico 
   Hilary Battaglia 
   Madelyn Jansky 
  5/10   SUN: Helen Zydel 
   Helen Pyskaty 
   Raymond  J. Cullen, Jr. 
 
Pass the word to those who do not have access to internet 
and are unable to receive the bulletin on line, that they 
may pick up a printed copy from the metal box at the 
entrance to the Rectory.   

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
MAY 3, 2020 

 
ST. MONICA’S CHURCH IS  CLOSED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE 

 
St. Monica’s Church contact information: 
Pastor:  Fr. Jan Wodziak 
33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ  07461 
Phone:  973-875-4521 Fax:  973-875-7538 
Website:  www.stmonicasussex.org 
Email:  stmonica@ptd.net 

 
Picture a lush meadow with a large flock of sheep 
enjoying the fresh air and sunshine.  This first 
Sunday in May, situated right in the middle of 
spring, may lend itself to such daydreams.  But this 
is no daydream, for we indeed are part of a flock 
with a devoted shepherd, one who calls us each by 
name and invites us to have life and have it more 
abundantly! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
Due to the current restrictions on social gatherings 
imposed by the Governor of New Jersey and the 
mandates received from Bishop Serratelli’s office, we 
regret to announce that all parish events and devotions 
are cancelled until further notice.  FR. JAN IS 
HEARING CONFESSIONS BY APPOINTMENT.  
PLEASE CALL THE RECTORY OFFICE AND 
LEAVE A MESSAGE OR SEND AN E-MAIL. 

 
 
During this unprecedented time when we are unable to attend Mass and participate together in parish events due to 
measures taken by our diocese to halt the spread of the coronavirus, we are going to try to keep all of you updated on 
latest developments by posting our bulletin each weekend on our website, stmonicasussex.org.  
 
Mass intentions will be continue to be offered at Fr. Jan’s private Mass; therefore, the deceased loved ones listed in our 
mass book will be remembered.  If anyone would like to change the date already requested for their intention, please 
contact the church office. 
 
The parish office is closed until further notice.  Voice mail and email messages will be monitored as often as possible.   
Mass cards may be requested by leaving a message at the church office.  We will continue to prepare a bulletin to keep 
you updated with any news.  
   
God bless you all and we pray that we will all be able to worship together again soon. 



Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis 
to the Faithful for the Month of May 2020 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
           
The month of May is a time when the People of God 
express with particular intensity their love and devotion for 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is traditional in this month to 
pray the Rosary at home within the family.  The 
restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to 
appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also from a 
spiritual point of view. 
 

Pope Francis encourages the faithful to pray the Rosary at home. 
 
          For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in 
the month of May.  This can be done either as a group or individually; you can decide according to your own 
situations, making the most of both opportunities.  The key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also 
on the internet to find good models of prayers to follow. 
          I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I 
myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of you.  I include them with this letter so that 
they are available to everyone. 
          Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make 
us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of trial.  I keep all of you in my 
prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me.  I thank you, and with 
great affection I send you my blessing. 
 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist 
 
 
 
  FIRST PRAYER 
O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey 
as a sign of salvation and hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who, at the foot of the cross, were united with Jesus’ suffering, 
and persevered in your faith. 
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, 
and we know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 
joy and celebration may return after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. 
For he took upon himself our suffering, 
and burdened himself with our sorrows 
to bring us, through the cross, 
to the joy of the Resurrection.   Amen. 

 
 
 



SECOND PRAYER 
 

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”. 
 
In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of 
God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 
 
Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic.  Comfort those who are 
distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them 
deeply.  Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the 
spread of the disease, cannot be close to them.  Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the 
future and the consequences for the economy and employment. 
 
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and 
that hope and peace may dawn anew.  Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the 
sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, and are 
risking their lives to save others.  Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued 
health. 
 
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to 
the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 
 
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find 
effective solutions to overcome this virus. 
 
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking 
the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and 
solidarity. 
 
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms 
will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the 
future. 
 
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that 
unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty 
and need.  Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer. 
 
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his 
all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course. 
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O 
Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary.  Amen 
**************************************************************************************** 
 

ST. MONICA’S PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
At this time, we offer our parishioners the opportunity to submit prayer requests for those who 
are ill or hospitalized.  Please feel free to submit the names of those for whom you wish 
prayers for the sick.  You may either submit them to our email address:  stmonica@ptd.net or 
by calling the rectory office at 973-875-4521 and leave a message. The names will be placed 
in the bulletin on our “Prayers for the Sick List” each week.  Please pray for the following:  
Muriel Card, Roseann Freda, Dirk Vandenakker, Wavyna Fountaine 
 



READINGS FOR THIS WEEK – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday - Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10 
Monday - Acts 11:1-18; Jn 10:11-18 
Tuesday - Acts 11:19-26; Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday - Acts 12:24—13:5a; Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday - Acts 13:13-25; Jn 13:16-20 
Friday - Acts 13:26-33; Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday - Acts 13:44-52; Jn 14:7-14 
************************************************************************************************** 

JESUS IS THE GOOD SHEPHERD WHO CAME THAT WE MAY HAVE LIFE 

Fourth Sunday of Easter    by Fr. Tommy Lane 

The TV is my shepherd I shall not want, 
It makes me to lie down on the sofa. 
It leads me away from the faith, 
It destroys my soul. 
It leads me to the path of sex and violence for the advertiser’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the shadow of Christian responsibilities, 
There will be no interruption, for the TV is with me. 
Its cable and remote control, they comfort me 
It prepares a commercial for me in the midst of my worldliness 
And anoints my head with secular humanism and consumerism. 
My covetousness runs over; 
Surely ignorance and laziness shall follow me all the days of my life, 
And I shall dwell in the house of wretchedness watching TV forever. 

(I heard this parody on Psalm 23 in a homily broadcast on EWTN on March 18 2002) 

What a dreadful way to live…living in a way that leads to death. But there is another 

way to live: 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
Beside restful waters he leads me; 
He refreshes my soul. 

He guides me in right paths 
For his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk in the dark valley 
I fear no evil; for you are at my side 
with your rod and your staff 
that give me courage. (Ps 23:1-4) 

That is a beautiful way to live, a way that leads to life, peace and true happiness. Jesus in the Gospel today tells 

us that he came precisely so that may live with that life, peace and happiness described in Psalm 23, 

I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full. (John 10:10) 


