
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
Regular Sunday Collection     -       7/5/20    $  2,346.00 
S. American Missions Coll.     -       7/5/20    $       67.00    
Maintenance Collection         -       7/5/20    $  1,093.00 
Regular On-line giving          - 6/28/20    $     586.00 
Maintenance On-line giving    -    6/28/20    $       30.00 
S. American Missions On-line -    6/28/20    $       50.00 
 
Many thanks to those who continued to support St. 
Monica’s Church by sending in weekly collection 
envelopes. 
 
If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 
envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 
33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 
envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 
located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
************************************************* 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp is given this week: 
In Memory of:  People of our Parish 
 

 
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
  7/13 MON:   9:00am  People of our Parish 
  7/14 TUES:   9:00am  Sharon Schneider (LIV) 
  7/15 WED: 9:00am  NO MASS TODAY 
  7/16 THU: 9:00am  People of our Parish 
  7/17 FRI: 9:00am  People of our Parish 
  7/18 SAT: 5:00pm  Bernhard Oesen 
  7/19 SUN: 8:30am   Carol Luna 
    Janice Cerra 
  10:30am  Bernhard Oesen 
    Theresa M. Gerstmann  
    Ronald J. Gerstmann 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE MASS TIMES: 
SATURDAY:  5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  8:30 AND 10:30AM (NO 12:00PM MASS) 
WEEKDAY MASSES: MON., TUES, THURS, FRI. 
AT 9:00AM  (NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) 

 
Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 10 am on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 

 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JULY 12, 2020 

 

 
 

How appropriate that in the middle of summer we hear 
readings from scripture that speak of the fruitful earth.   
Looking around outside we likely see a cavalcade of 
green.  Trees and grass, plants and flowers are 
nourished by the summer rain and sun.  When we 
gather together here on Sunday our faith is nourished 
by the Lord through word and sacrament.  Let us pray 
that we may be rich soil for the word of God to take 
root, bloom and thrive across the earth.   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
COFFEE & DONUTS – Discontinued for the summer. 
 
ST. MONICA’S LEISURE GROUP – Discontinued until 
further notice. 
 
********************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 
 
Reciting of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
7:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world. 
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of 
the month after the 9:00A.M. Mass until 10:00A.M. 

************************************************************************************** 
DUE TO RESTRICTIONS THAT ALLOW FOR ONLY 25% CAPACITY AT EACH 

MASS, THOSE ARRIVING AFTER CAPACITY IS REACHED MAY, REGRETABLY, 
HAVE TO BE TURNED AWAY.   IN  THIS  CASE, PARISHIONERS MAY ATTEND A 
WEEKDAY MASS OR JOIN US ON-LINE EACH SUNDAY TO CELEBRATE MASS. 

The Link for the video Mass will be available each weekend on our homepage.  
(stmonicasussex.org). 

 



Parish Registration Information 
 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If 
you are attending Mass and using our blue “blank” visitor envelopes and 
wish to receive our weekly envelopes in the mail, please register with us.  
There are blank registration forms on the table near the Church exits.  
Please fill it out and give it to Fr. Jan after Mass, or drop it in the 
collection basket. 

 
**************************************************************************************************************** 

 
READINGS FOR THIS WEEK – FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Sunday:  Is 55:10-11; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9 
Monday:  Is 1:10-17; Mt 10:34-11:1 

Tuesday:  Is 7:1-9; Mt 11:20-24 
Wednesday:  Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Mt 11:25-27 
Thursday:  Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Mt 11:28-30 
Friday:   Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday:  Mi 2:1-5; Mt 12:14-21 
 

**************************************************************************************************************** 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11  
Just as the rain and snow water the earth and make it fruitful, so does the word of God bring forth good seed. 
  
Second Reading: Romans 8:18-23  
Reminding all that the trials and sufferings of this life are “as nothing,” Paul says that the glory we shall receive will 
overshadow all things.  
  
Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23  
Jesus tells the parable of the sower and the seed. The seed that landed on the footpath, on rocky ground, or among 
thorns withered and died; the seed that fell on good ground -- “the man who hears the message and takes it in” ... “bears 
a yield of a hundred-fold.”  
 
******************************************************************************************************************* 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - July 12, 2020 
 
“Thus says the Lord: Just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there till they have 
watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to the one who sows, and bread to the one who eats, so shall 
my word be that goes forth from my mouth, my word shall not return to me void…achieving the end for which I sent it.” 
  
As our own gardens are bursting with colorful flowers and the vegetable plants continue to grow, the image of the seed, 
fertility and fruitfulness are so appropriate. 
  
The prophet Isaiah, writing six centuries before the Christian era, used the same example as the parable of the seed, but 
also the need for water, warmth and care for the word to achieve its purpose. 
  
We listen to the Word of God, we open the text and reflect upon it, we are so familiar with what is written and read. A 
more important step must be taken. The rain and snow must penetrate the earth to provide the necessary support for 
growth. The water cannot just run off as often happens with the sudden summer downpour. 
  
A soft, penetrating shower offers the condition necessary to accomplish its end. So too, does reflection upon the word, 
weighing and pondering its meaning for me today. May my listening heart allow that growth to take place today.  
 
 



WHY I WEAR A MASK AT CHURCH 
 

Jesus has called me to love my neighbor.  There are vulnerable people in my 
congregation.  The virus is real and it is dangerous.  If I'm wrong, there’s no harm.  If 
I choose not to wear a mask, people could get sick and possibly die.  So I choose to 
wear a mask as a way to serve, as a way to love, and as a way to do my part to 
protect the most vulnerable people in our congregation. 

  
       Submitted by a faithful parishioner of St. Monica’s. 
 
*****************************************************************************************   

The National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
70 Carmelite Drive 

Middletown, NY 10940 
 

            Upcoming Events 
  

Solemn Evening Vespers, Solemnity of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Wednesday, July 15th - 6:30pm, outdoor Mt. Carmel Shrine (weather permitting) 

Procession, prayers, reflection talk by Bro. Von Erick Sandoval. RSVP to 845-343-1879. 
 

Solemnity of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Thursday, July 16th - 11:30am with Bishop Gerardo Colacicco 

Outdoor picnic grove available - bring your own lunch 1:00 - 2:00pm. 
2:00 - 3:00pm Scriptural Rosary & Holy Hour. RSVP to 845-343-1879. 

 
Solemn High Mass in Ancient Rite of Holy Sepulchre - Latin Mass 

Feast of St. Elijah, Sunday July 19th - 11:00am 
Procession with relics of Carmelite Saints - begins 10:30am. 

Celebrant: Fr. Lucian Beltzner, O.Carm; RSVP to CarmeliteRiteSEL@gmail.com 
 

For further information on any of the programs, please call or write: 
Carol Bezak, Shrine Director 

70 Carmelite Drive, Middletown, NY 10940 
845-343-1879 

www.ourladyofmtcarmelshrine.com 
cbezak@carmelites.com 

****************************************************************************************** 
 
          CORPUS CHRISTI FOOD COLLECTION FOR THE POOR 
 
There are just a few weeks remaining to support the Corpus Christi Food Drive feed the 
hungry throughout our Diocese. 
 
Visit www.ccpaterson.org/corpus  to make a monetary donation or for more information 
about this important effort.  Visit www.yougivegoods.com/ccpaterson-fooddrive2020 to find 
our parish, and shop for Catholic Charities’ pantries in need. 
 
You may also email:  Info@ccpaterson.org or call (973) 737-2077 ext. 403 with any 
questions 
 

 
 



 
 

                      SUMMER VACATION 
 

 We all know that time does not stand still but during vacation it 
seems to fly by even quicker.  However, we should not take a vacation 
from God.  God does not take a vacation from us. We also should do the 
same and think not only about rest, relaxation and entertainment but also 
leave time for God. Many of you are probably already in vacation mode 

but to those who are planning your vacation trip, I would like to remind you that a vacation from work does not 
mean a vacation from our spiritual life or our spiritual duties. Going to church, praying and meditating when we 
are on vacation and not being pulled in all different directions is a perfect time to pause and reflect. 
 
       Vacation is a wonderful opportunity to turn our souls to God. Some of you may be visiting nature sights, 
enjoying it and admiring the beauty of God’s creation.  It is precisely this time that we can discover the 
greatness of our Lord. Let our souls and minds admire the power of God in his creation. Let us spiritually come 
closer to God and let this time be the time of our spiritual growth. 
 
       We, as Christians, have an obligation to attend Sunday Mass. Though we may be away from our home 
parish, it has never been easier to locate a church. With today’s technology, it is easy to check on the Internet 
for the closest location of a Catholic Church and Mass schedule in the area we will be staying. It is a practical 
way to plan our vacation with God.  
 
       Nowadays, because of the coronavirus situation, we may have some difficulty to physically attend Sunday 
Mass, especially when we are away.  Many parishes require registering on-line to attend the Sunday Mass. 
Some other parishes are using the “first come - first serve” way of entering the church for Sunday Mass. If we 
physically cannot attend the Sunday Eucharist because of the limit of available seats, we should participate in 
the Mass on-line, where we could spiritually receive the holy communion, and make spiritual connection with 
God.  
 
        As we participate in the holy Eucharist, we are united in faith with God which, in turn, will bring us 
happiness from Jesus Christ. The Eucharist is a prelude to our heavenly banquet, in which we will feast with the 
angels and saints at God’s table.  So, whoever will participate in the holy Mass and will feed on the body of 
Christ here on earth, will also carry in him life everlasting. Jesus said: “I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. If anyone eats this bread, he will live forever. The bread that I will give him is my flesh, which I 
give so that the world may live.” The holy Mass is a great gift and a blessing for all of us and we should take 
advantage of it and use this opportunity of being united with Jesus Christ. 
 
        Vacation is a time of relaxation and restfulness and is the perfect time away from our daily harried lives to 
be able to think about God. So please take this opportunity to relax and rest with God. 
 
        God Bless You! 
              
          Fr. Jan 
 


