
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
Sunday Collection-8/2/20         $   1,954.00 
 
On-line giving - 7/26/20         $      601.00 
On-line giving – Maintenance – 7/26/20     $        25.00 
 
Many thanks to those who continued to support St. 
Monica’s Church by sending in weekly collection 
envelopes. 
 
If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 
envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 
33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 
envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 
located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
************************************************* 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp is given this week: 
In Memory of:  People of our Parish 
 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 
 
    8/10 MON:   9:00am  People of our Parish 
    8/11 TUES:   9:00am  Sharon Schneider (LIV) 
    8/12 WED:  9:00am  NO MASS TODAY 
    8/13 THU:  9:00am  People of our Parish 
    8/14 FRI:  9:00am  Veronica Randall (LIV) 
    8/15 SAT:  5:00pm Ernie Stuppiello 
    Nora Sweeney 
    8/16 SUN:  8:30am   Florence M. Swiss 
  10:30am  Austin Randall 
    Bernhard Oesen 
    Margaret Gadel (LIV) 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE MASS TIMES: 
SATURDAY:  5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  8:30 AND 10:30AM (NO 12:00PM MASS) 
WEEKDAY MASSES: MON., TUES, THURS, FRI. 
AT 9:00AM  (NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) 

 
Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 10 am on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
AUGUST 9, 2020 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do we have the courage to place our trust in the Lord?  
Peter thought he had enough courage when he stepped 
out of the boat as it was tossed on the waves during a 
violent storm.  But he became frightened and started to 
sink.  Though he began to doubt, he cried out to Jesus 
and the Lord saved him.  When we doubt, may we look 
to our Savior for strength.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
 

COFFEE & DONUTS – Discontinued for the summer. 
 
HELPING HANDS- There will be a meeting on Tuesday, 
August 11th at 7:30 pm in the Church Hall.  New members 
are always welcome. 
 
********************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 
 
Recitation of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
7:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world. 
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of 
the month after the 9:00A.M. Mass until 10:00A.M. 

************************************************************************************** 
DUE TO RESTRICTIONS THAT ALLOW FOR ONLY 25% CAPACITY AT EACH 

MASS, THOSE ARRIVING AFTER CAPACITY IS REACHED MAY, REGRETABLY, 
HAVE TO BE TURNED AWAY.   IN  THIS  CASE, PARISHIONERS MAY ATTEND A 
WEEKDAY MASS OR JOIN US ON-LINE EACH SUNDAY TO CELEBRATE MASS. 

The Link for the video Mass will be available each weekend on our homepage.  
(stmonicasussex.org). 



Parish Registration Information 
 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If 
you are attending Mass and using our blue “blank” visitor envelopes and 
wish to receive our weekly envelopes in the mail, please register with us.  
There are blank registration forms on the table near the Church exits.  
Please fill it out and give it to Fr. Jan after Mass, or drop it in the 
collection basket. 
 

**************************************************************************************************************** 
READINGS FOR THIS WEEK – NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 

Monday:  2 Cor 9:6-10; Jn 12:24-26 
Tuesday:  Ez 2:8—3:4; Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 

Wednesday:  Ez 9:1-7, 10:18-22; Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday:  Ez 12:1-12; Mt 18:21—19:1 

Friday:  Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63; Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday:  Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16, 16:1-2; 1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28 

           Day: Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
**************************************************************************************************************** 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 9, 2020 
 
“At the mountain of God, Horeb, Elijah came to a cave where 
he took shelter. Then the Lord said to him, ‘Go outside and 
stand at the entrance before the Lord, the Lord will be passing 
by’... After this there was a tiny whispering sound. When he 
heard this Elijah hid his face in his cloak, and went and stood 
at the entrance of the cave.” 
 
All the natural signs, often of disasters – wind like a tornado, 
earthquake, fire, all familiar to us in Tennessee, Haiti, California – but the Lord was not found. It took the tiny, whispering 
sound to discover Him. 
 
Our lives are filled with noise, the radio blaring in a car, ear buds attracting attention of pedestrians, police sirens all make 
it hard to hear a gentle breeze, singing birds, and laughter. Our attention is filled with distractions. 
 
As the psalm advises us, ‘be still and know that I am God.’ Take a minute of stillness and silence to allow God to speak to 
you. Surely we do not want Him to pass us by, but to touch our hearts. Can you listen to God speak in silence for just five 
minutes? Such a moment can be a real blessing. 
****************************************************************************************** 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF PATERSON 
PERSEVERING FORWARD 

 
Even during challenging times, we are thankful to be a welcome resource and open arms for our local communities.  We 
continue to do more for those in need than any time in our history.  In our Food Pantries, there has been a five-fold 
increase of individuals served.  Typically 5,000 -7,000 people receive food from our pantries in a month.  In June, this 
went up to just under 25,000 children, women and men.  From March-July we have given out nearly 940,000 pounds of 
food, equating to approximately $1,600,000 worth of food during this 5 month period!  Emergency Support Programs 
had call volume of those in need increase ten-fold from pre-Covid 19.  Between March and July, we have given out over 
$1,800,000 worth of funds to those most in need.  This is a 60% increase from a typical, pre-Covid month.  Your support 
makes all this possible!  Please visit www.ccpaterson.org for more information on our programs or to make a donation. 
 
Though we are grateful beyond words for your continued support, donations, prayers and thoughtfulness, please 
remember that we are always there for you.  We are here should you or a loved one be struggling with addiction, have 
fallen on hard times, or have nowhere else to turn.  Visit www.ccpaterson.org for information on how we can help.  



 



The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

         Celebrated every year on August 15, the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary commemorates the death of Mary and her bodily assumption into Heaven. 
Because it signifies the Blessed Virgin's passing into eternal life, it is the most 
important of all Marian feasts. 

         Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s Assumption into Heaven. 
Nevertheless, Revelation 12 speaks of a woman who is caught up in the battle 
between good and evil. Belief that Mary, without dying or shortly after death, has been 
taken up into Heaven with body and her soul has been part of the teaching of the 
Catholic Church since the earliest centuries of Christianity. That early Christians 
believed in Mary’s Assumption is proven in lack of her relics, empty tomb, the 
existence of Transitus Mariae stories, and quotes from early Christians. 

         The Feast of the Assumption is the effect of these beliefs and is a very old feast of the Church, celebrated 
universally by the sixth century. The feast was originally celebrated in the East, where it is known as the Feast of the 
Dormition, a word which means "the falling asleep." The earliest printed reference to the belief that Mary's body was 
assumed into Heaven dates from the fourth century, in a document entitled "The Falling Asleep of the Holy Mother of 
God." The document is written in the voice of the Apostle John, to whom Christ on the Cross had entrusted the care of His 
mother, and recounts the death, laying in the tomb, and assumption of the Blessed Virgin. Tradition variously places 
Mary's death at Jerusalem or at Ephesus, where John was living. 

         The doctrine of the Assumption says that at the end of her life on earth Mary was assumed, body and soul, into 
heaven (just as Enoch or Elijah). It is also necessary to keep in mind what the Assumption is not. Some people think 
Catholics believe Mary "ascended" into heaven. That is not correct. Christ, by his own power, ascended into heaven. Mary 
was assumed or taken up into heaven by Jesus. She did not do it under her own power. The Church has never formally 
defined whether she died or not, and the integrity of the doctrine of the Assumption would not be impaired if she did not in 
fact die, but the almost universal consensus is that she did die. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven at 
the end of her earthly life is a defined dogma of the Catholic Church. On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII, exercising 
papal infallibility, declared in Munificentissimus Deus that it is a dogma of the Church "that the Immaculate Mother of God, 
the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory." 

         The Assumption of Mary has two purposes. The first is that we celebrate the happy departure of Mary from this 
physical life on Earth. The second purpose is the assumption of her body into heaven. We firmly believe that from the first 
moment of her conception, Mary was free of all sin, including Original Sin, by a special favor of Almighty God. The 
Archangel Gabriel recognized her as “full of grace”, “blessed among women” and “one with the Lord”(Luke 1:26-28). Mary 
always freely and actively cooperated in a unique way with God’s plan of salvation (Luke 1:38; Gal. 4:4). Like any mother, 
she was never separated from the suffering of her Son (Luke 2:35), and Scripture promises that those who share in the 
sufferings of Christ will share in his glory (Rom. 8:17). Since she suffered a unique interior martyrdom, it is appropriate 
that Jesus would honor her with a unique glory.  We Christians believe that one day we will be raised in a glorious form 
and then caught up and rendered immaculate to be with Jesus forever (1 Thess. 4:17; Rev. 21:27). Mary is in a sense the 
prototypical Christian, and received early the blessings we will all one day be given. 

          By contemplating Mary in heavenly glory, we understand that the earth is not the definitive homeland for us either, 
and that if we live with our gaze fixed on eternal goods, we will one day share in this same glory. Supported by awareness 
of this, let us continue confidently on our path of Christian commitment wherever Providence may lead us. Let us forge 
ahead in our lives under Mary's guidance. 

       God bless you, 

        Fr. Jan  


