
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
Sunday Collection – 4/4/21          $1,420.00 
Maintenance Collection -4/4/21          $1,150.00 
Easter Collection – 4/4/21          $4,149.00 
On-line giving –Regular – 3/28/21          $   548.00 
On-line giving – Maintenance – 3/28/21         $     25.00 

 
If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 

envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 
33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 

envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 
located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 3/5/2021 
 

Please support St. Monica’s Church by contributing to our 
Annual Campaign.  Forms are located at the Church Hall 
Exits and at the Rectory Office.  We thank you for your 
generosity!  
  Pledges to Date:  $37,930.01 
  Paid to date:        $35,696.68 
 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp this week is 
 in memory of:   People of our Parish 

 
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

 
4/12    MON:         9:00am People of our Parish 
4/13    TUES:         9:00am People of our Parish 
4/14    WED:         9:00am NO MASS TODAY 
4/15    THU:         9:00am   People of our Parish 
4/16    FRI:                 9:00am People of our Parish 
4/17    SAT:                 5:00pm Mary Eckert 
    Grace DiGerolamo 
    John & Hilary Battaglia 
    Henry Maikowski                    
4/18    SUN:            8:30am Anne Nausid (LIV) 
    James Dyer 
    Kelly Smith 
        10:30am   Anthony DePalma 
    Bernhard Oesen 
    Marie Iovine 
    Ralph Zajac 
 
MASS TIMES: 
SATURDAY:  5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  8:30 AM, 10:30 AM   
WEEKDAY MASSES: MON., TUES, THURS, FRI. 
AT 9:00AM  (NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) 

 
Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 10 am on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 

 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER  
OR SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY 

APRIL 11, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Lord have mercy” we pray at the beginning of Mass, 
calling upon the Lord to have mercy on us in our 
sinfulness.  Today we celebrate that divine mercy, the 
mercy that is stronger than any fault, any wrong, any 
sin, the mercy that always seeks to reconcile us with the 
Lord, the mercy that led God to send the Son to win us 
our salvation.  Let us rejoice that we will always be able 
to receive that tender mercy.   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
HELPING HANDS- The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
April 13, 2021 at 7:30 pm in the Church Hall.  New 
members are always welcome. 
************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 
Recitation of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
4:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world.  
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of 
the month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M. 
 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

 
 
   Sunday 
     Acts 4:32-35; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31 
   Monday 
  Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8 
   Tuesday 
            Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7b-15 
            Wednesday 
  Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21 
   Thursday 
  Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36 
     Friday 
  Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15 
              Saturday 
  Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21 



For everyone’s safety, face masks are required when attending Mass. Also, remember to social distance 
and use the hand sanitizing stations at the church entrances.  If you are sick, or have come in contact with 
someone with COVID, PLEASE STAY HOME!  The Link for the video Mass will be available each 
weekend on our homepage.  (stmonicasussex.org). 
****************************************************************************************** 

Parish Registration Information 
 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If you 
are attending Mass and using our blue “blank” visitor envelopes and wish 
to receive our weekly envelopes in the mail, please register with us.  
There are blank registration forms on the table near the Church exits.  
Please fill it out and give it to Fr. Jan after Mass, or drop it in the 
collection basket. 

 
****************************************************************************************** 

I wish to thank all the volunteers who helped make St. Monica’s so beautiful for the 
celebration of Easter, especially those who helped with decorating the church, 
purchasing and arranging the Easter flowers, cleaning the church and all those who 
helped in any way.   
 
I also thank the Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Ushers and Altar Servers who gave 
extra time to serve at the masses.  Many thanks to the members of the choir and 

musicians who pulled together on short notice to make the Easter Vigil and Sunday Morning Mass such a 
beautiful experience.   
 
Finally, I thank our parishioners for the Easter Flower Memorial donations which made it possible to purchase 
the beautiful flowers that graced the altar and for everyone’s generosity during the Easter season. 
 
May God bless you always! 
                  Fr. Jan 
****************************************************************************************** 

2020 DIOCESAN MINISTRIES APPEAL 
 

Due to your generous donations to the 2020 Diocesan Ministries Appeal, St. Monica surpassed our goal and 
has received a rebate from the Diocese in the amount of $253.00.   This shows that your donations to the Appeal 
directly benefit our parish as well as the important diocesan ministries.  Thank you for your generous support! 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY 

by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ 

 
Second Sunday of Easter  -  April 11, 2021 
 
“The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his 
own, but they had everything in common. With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus and great favor was accorded them all. There was no needy person among them.” 
 
The life of the first Christian community was no different than our own. The ideal presented in the Acts of the Apostles, will 
later disclose the suffering, the persecution, the obstacles which confronted the first disciples of the Lord. The grace of 
God was truly present and manifest as they bore witness. The Spirit gave them power. 
 
We may think that our current experience is more harsh, as we observe people suffering from war, persecution and hate. 
Although this reality exists, it does not permit us to give up, but rather address the cause of persecution and hardships of 
today. I can do at least one thing to bring about change. What is the one thing I resolve to do this week as a sign that I 
want to have the experience of the first Christian community to be as real for me? Easter says, ‘He lives.’ 



 



The Divine Mercy Message and Devotion 
 
      God’s mercy is one of the greatest attributes of God. God in His 
Divine Love and Mercy does not want the death of anyone but he wants us 
to live with him forever in heaven. The message of The Divine Mercy is 
simple. God loves us — all of us. He wants us to recognize His mercy which 
is greater than our sins, to repent for our sins, to call upon Him with trust, 
and receive His mercy. Jesus also wants the Divine Mercy to flow through 
us to others, especially during this time of the coronavirus pandemic. 
         This message of The Divine Mercy and devotion was given by Jesus 
to Saint Faustina Kowalska, an uneducated Polish nun who, in obedience to 
her spiritual director, wrote a diary of the revelations she received about 
God's mercy. About the feast day "Divine Mercy Sunday", Jesus said "tell 
the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of 

Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My 
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon the souls who approach the Fount of My 
Mercy. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet.... Mankind will not have peace 
until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy". (Diary 699) 
 
         Veneration of the Image of The Divine Mercy, which Our Lord requested (especially on Divine Mercy 
Sunday) is another form of devotion. Pope John Paul II said that the image portrays the Risen Jesus Christ 
bringing Mercy to the whole world. Our Lord said: "I want the image to be solemnly blessed on the first Sunday 
after Easter, and I want it to be venerated publicly so that every soul may know about it. I promise that the soul 
that will venerate this image will not perish". (Diary 341, 48). 
 
 Jesus said to St. Faustina "I am offering people a vessel with which they are to keep coming for graces 
to the fountain of mercy. That vessel is this image with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You". (Diary 327) "The 
two rays denote Blood and Water. The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls righteous. The red ray 
stands for the Blood which is the life of souls. These two rays issued forth from the very depths of My tender 
mercy when My agonized Heart was opened by a lance on the cross. …Happy is the one who will dwell in their 
shelter, for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of him." (Diary 299) 
 
 Divine Mercy chaplet is another form of devotion. Jesus wants us –if it is possible- to pray this 
chaplet at 3 o’clock in the time when he was dying on the cross. This prayer has enormous power and it 
can bring us lots of graces, especially now when his grace is most needed. Jesus said to St. Faustina: 
Encourage souls to say the Chaplet which I have given you. Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at 
hour of death....When they say this chaplet in presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father and the 
dying person not as the Judge but as Merciful Savior…. My mercy is infinite. I desire to grant unimaginable 
graces to those souls who trust in My mercy….Through the Chaplet you will obtain everything, if what you ask 
for is compatible with My will (Diary 687). 
  
 I want to encourage everyone to take advantage of this incredible promise and graces we can obtain 
through the devotion to Divine Mercy. Especially I encourage you to prepare yourself and participate in “Divine 
Mercy Sunday” celebration and to fully benefit from these promises.   
 
   May the Divine Mercy of our Lord and Savior be with you and may God bless each and every one of 
you. 

            Fr. Jan 


