
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
Sunday Collection – 4/25/21          $2,097.00 
Human Development Collection – 4/25/21         $   444.00  
On-line giving –Regular – 4/18/21          $   538.00 

 
If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 

envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 
33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 

envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 
located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 

Thank you for your generosity! 
 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 4/1/2021 
 

Please support St. Monica’s Church by contributing to our 
Annual Campaign.  Forms are located at the Church Hall 
Exits and at the Rectory Office.  We thank you for your 
generosity!  
  Pledges to Date:  $37,930.01 
  Paid to date:        $35,796.68 
 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp this week is 
 in memory of:   Mary Schirmer 
Given by:  Leona Gerstmann 

 
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

 
5/3    MON:  9:00am       People of our Parish 
5/4    TUES: 9:00am       People of our Parish 
5/5    WED: 9:00am       NO MASS TODAY 
5/6    THU: 9:00am        Silvia & Joseph Piccinich (LIV) 
          Robert (Tee) Tribuzio 
          Marie Tribuzio  
          Agatina Ciraciello 
5/7    FRI:       9:00am        Gaby & Julio Lorente (LIV) 
5/8    SAT: 5:00pm        Anna Dalena 
          Theresa Del Monico 
          Rita & Edwin Puzio 
          Hilary Battaglia 
          Madelyn Jansky 
          Joseph & Benedetta Cosentino 
5/9    SUN:  8:30am        Helen Pyskaty 
          Helen Zydel 
          Anita Rose Gawenus 
          Sandra Van Etten 
          Joseph & Benedetta Cosentino 
             10:30am       Nell Patrick 
          Raymond J. Cullen,  Jr. 
          Frances Valentine 
 
MASS TIMES: 
SATURDAY:  5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  8:30 AM, 10:30 AM   
WEEKDAY MASSES: MON., TUES, THURS, FRI. 
AT 9:00AM  (NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
MAY 2, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To truly stay united to Jesus, we need grounding in two 
essential elements.  First, by taking on the mind of 
Christ and adhering to what the Church proclaims.  
Second, by living in accord with the moral teaching of 
the Church.  Following Jesus asks much of us but 
offers us the eternal love of the Father in return.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
HELPING HANDS- The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
May 11, 2021 at 7:30 pm in the Church Hall.  New 
members are always welcome. 
************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 
 

Recitation of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
4:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world.  
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of 
the month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M. 
 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 

 
 

Sunday 
Acts 9:26-31; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 

Monday 
1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14 

Tuesday 
Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday 
Acts 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday 
Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11 

First Friday 
Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday 
Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21 

 



For everyone’s safety, face masks are required when attending Mass. Also, remember to social distance 
and use the hand sanitizing stations at the church entrances.  If you are sick, or have come in contact with 
someone with COVID, PLEASE STAY HOME!  The Link for the video Mass will be available each 
weekend on our homepage.  (stmonicasussex.org). 
****************************************************************************************** 

Parish Registration Information 
 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, welcome!  Do you wish to 
register?  If you are attending Mass and using our blue “blank” 
visitor envelopes and wish to receive our weekly envelopes in the 
mail, please register with us.  There are blank registration forms 
on the table near the Church exits.  Please fill it out and give it to 
Fr. Jan after Mass, or drop it in the collection basket. 
****************************************************************************************** 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
 

Thank you for your generous support last week for the collection for the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development!  As a parish, we raised $444.00  to support those 
on the margins who live in poverty in the United States.  If you missed the collection, 
it’s not too late to give!  Visit www.uscch.org/nationalcollections and click “How to Give’ 
under “Resources.” 
 

***************************************************************************************** 
GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY MASS 

 
Last Sunday, April 25th, Bishop Sweeney honored couples who celebrated fifty years 
of marriage in 2020 with a special Mass at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist in 
Paterson.  Peter and Awatef Constant of our parish, who celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on September 25, 2020, were among the honorees.  Peter indicated that there was a very 
large turnout and that it was a beautiful experience for him and Awatef.  We are so happy that they could 
celebrate this wonderful occasion in such a special way.  Congratulations Peter and Awatef! 
******************************************************************************************  

 
On Saturday, May 1st, we will observe the memorial of St. Joseph the Worker.  
Immediately after the 5:00 pm Mass, we will recite the Litany of St. Joseph to 
honor this day.   

 
 

****************************************************************************************** 
PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 

“Be a sign of mercy” 
 

Next week we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection, which is a way to support the Universal Church and the work of 
the Holy See, including helping Pope Francis with the funds to carry out his charitable works.  These works benefit our 
brothers and sisters on the margins of society, including the victims of war, oppression and disasters.  Please be as 
generous as you can.  For more information, visit www.peterspence.va/en.html. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Catholic Charities at Partnership for Social Services, 48 Wyker Road, Franklin 07416 has openings   
for a part time, paid office assistant and for a part time, paid Meals on Wheels Driver.   
Partnership is also looking for volunteers to deliver meals to Meals on Wheels homebound seniors  
or to assist in helping at the food pantry. For further information, please contact Kathy Talmadge,   
Program Director at ktalmadge@catholicharities.org or call 973-209-0123.   

******************************************************************************************  
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
First Reading: Acts 9:26-31 
Paul the Apostle came to Jerusalem, where the other disciples were afraid of him. Then they learned that the Lord had 
spoken to Paul and he had preached openly in Damascus. When they learned that someone wanted to kill him, they 
protected him because they fully believed he had converted. 
 
Second Reading: 1 John 3:18-24 
John clearly states that we must love one another. All people who believe in Jesus Christ can show their faith only through 
their actions. If people believe in Jesus and love one another as he commanded us, they prove that they are true 
believers in Christ. 
 
Gospel: John 15:1-8 
Jesus compares himself to a vine, and compares his father to the vine-grower. He explains how God prunes the barren 
branches so that the rest might yield more fruit. He reminds them that apart from himself, his followers could not bear fruit. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY 

by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ 

 
Fifth Sunday of Easter  -  May 2, 2021 

 
“Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I am the true vine and my Father is the vinegrower. He takes away every branch in 
me that does not bear fruit and everyone that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. You are already pruned 
because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I remain in you... I am the vine, you are the branches.” 
 
It is springtime, and with God’s help there is a reawakening of life in us all. Buds are sprouting on the trees, early flowers 
are beginning to appear, and John’s gospel offers another ‘I am’ teaching. 
 
Jesus spoke to the disciples and we are numbered among them. The grace of God, the new life He gives us is directed 
outward to bearing fruit. Our spiritual lives depend on that grace and it impels us to bring it to others. Allow the Lord to 
speak through you, as you invite someone to return to life in the church, to experience the growth that comes from God 
and the life that brings us peace, especially in this time of trial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
         Why is May the Month of Mary? 
 
May is the month in which the earth springs into bloom and we start 
thinking about planning gardens. 
 
It’s also the Month of Mary. 
 
So why is May the month of Mary?  For centuries, the Catholic 
Church has set aside the entire month of May to honor Mary, Mother 
of God. 
 
The custom spans both centuries and cultures, with roots going back 
as far as the Ancient Greeks.  In early Greece, May was dedicated to 
Artemis, the goddess of fertility.  In Ancient Rome, May was 
dedicated to Flora, the goddess of blooms, or blossoms. In medieval 
times, similar customs abounded, all centering around the practice of 

expelling winter, as May 1st was considered the start of new growth. 
 
The idea of a month dedicated specifically to Mary can be traced back to baroque times.  Although it wasn’t 
always held during May, Mary’s Month included thirty daily spiritual exercises honoring Mary.  It was in this 
era that Mary’s Month and May were combined, making May the Month of Mary with special devotions 
organized on each day throughout the month.  This custom became especially widespread during the nineteenth 
century and remains in practice until today. 
 
Many parishes erect a special May altar with a statue or picture of Mary.  Additionally, it is a long-standing 
tradition to crown the statue of Mary during May – a custom known as May Crowning.  Often, the crown is 
made of beautiful blossoms representing Mary’s beauty and virtue.  It is a reminder to the faithful to strive to 
imitate our Blessed Mother’s virtue in our own lives. 
 
But May altars and crownings aren’t just “church” things.  We can and should be doing the same in our homes, 
especially now if we are unable to attend church during the pandemic.  When we echo the customs and 
traditions of the Church in our homes – our domestic churches – we participate more fully in the life of the 
Church. 
 
Why not erect a prayer corner in your home?  It’s not a matter how fancy or simple it is.  The main point is that 
it’s a place designated for God, and more specifically for spending time with him.  Just as you need proper 
atmosphere to sleep, you also need proper atmosphere to pray. 
 
For May, give Mary a special spot in your prayer corner.  It can be a statue or picture, but place there some 
representation of our Blessed Mother.  Make it appealing and a real tribute to her beauty and virtue.  Then 
crown Mary.  You can give her an actual or spiritual crown and you can make it a subtle gesture or ornate 
ceremony of your own device.  The meaning is far more important than the action.  You can do it in the 
beginning, at the end of May or anywhere in between. 
 
        From the National Catholic Register 

 
 
 


