
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
Sunday Collection – 8/8//21            $2,240.00 
Air Conditioning Collection – 8/8/21  $192.00 
Mission Appeal Collection – 8/8/21              $822.00 
On-line giving –Regular – 8/1/21              $518.00 
 

If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 
envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 

33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 
envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 

located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp this week is 
 in memory of:   Emil Ogrinz 
Given by:  Dorothy Ogrinz 

 
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

8/16      MON: 9:00am        Frances A. O’Shea 
8/17      TUES: 9:00am        People of our Parish 
8/18    WED: 9:00am        NO MASS TODAY 
8/19    THU: 9:00am         People of our Parish 
8/20      FRI: 9:00am         People of our Parish 
8/21     SAT: 5:00pm         Mary Eckert 
    Florence Di Stasi 
8/22     SUN:  8:30am         Gregory M. Barras, Sr. 
    Anita Rose Gawenus 
            10:30am         Vincent William  
          Freeman II 
    Frances A. O’Shea 
 

MASS TIMES: 
SATURDAY:  5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  8:30 AM, 10:30 AM   
WEEKDAY MASSES: MON., TUES, THURS, FRI. 
AT 9:00AM  (NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) 

 
Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 10 am on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 

 
Parish Registration Information 

 
Are you new to our parish?  If 
so, welcome!  Do you wish to 
register?  If you are 
attending Mass and using our 
blue “blank” visitor 
envelopes and wish to 

receive our weekly envelopes in the mail, 
please register with us.  There are blank 
registration forms on the table near the 
Church exits.  Please fill it out and give it 
to Fr. Jan after Mass, or drop it in the 
collection basket. 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

AUGUST 15, 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every so often a solemnity like the Assumption falls on a 
Sunday, giving more prominence to this special feast of 
Mary.  At the end of her earthly life God drew Mary home, 
assuming her into heaven where she would reign as queen 
until the end of time.  From the beginning of her life on 
earth, when she was immaculately conceived, until the end, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary conformed her life to God’s will.  
Let us look to her as a model as we endeavor to discern 
God’s will for us. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
HELPING HANDS- The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021 at 7:30 pm in the Church Hall.  New 
members are always welcome. 
************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 
Recitation of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
4:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world.  
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of 
the month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M. 
 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
 

Sunday 
Rv 11:19a, 12:1-6a, 10ab 

1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
Monday 

Jgs 2:11-19; Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday 

Jgs 6:11-24a; Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday 

Jgs 9:6-15; Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday 

Jgs 11:29-39a; Mt 22:1-14 
Friday 

Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday 

Ru 2:1-3, 8-11, 4:13-17; Mt 23:1-12



ATTENTION PARISHIONERS 
 
Due to the dispensation of Sunday mass attendance being lifted, the weekly YouTube Mass Video 
has been discontinued.   
 
Occupancy restrictions for social distancing purposes are lifted (Executive Order of the 
Governor, 242 – May 24, 2021).   Masks are not required for those who are vaccinated.  If anyone 
prefers, you may attend Mass in the Church Hall where chairs are set up to allow social 
distancing.  Sanitizing stations are available at the church entrances.  
***************************************************************************************** 

ATTENTION RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY FAMILIES 
 
Registration forms for the 2021-2022 school year for Grades 1 thru 8 are now available in the Church 
Hall, the Rectory Office and available to download from our website www.stmonicasussex.org under 
the Faith Formation tab.  You may return completed forms by mail to the Church, drop them at the 
church office or place them in the YOUTH MINISTRY bin on the back wall of the Church Hall.  Please 
return completed forms by August 29th so we may place our book order.  We are working on the 

calendars and hope to start classes in September.   If you have any questions or need further information, please contact 
Janice Fazenbaker, Coordinator  of Religious Education at (908) 337-6718 or at janicefazenbaker@yahoo.com. 
****************************************************************************************** 

WEEKLY ROSARY AT ST. MONICA’S 
 

Each day, we listen to news reports that can be very disturbing.  We wonder how all of these 
things can be happening in our nation and in the world.  We feel so helpless.  But there is 
something we can do…PRAY!  Therefore, please consider joining us every Monday afternoon 
at 4:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary.  This invitation is open to all parishioners. 

Why pray the Rosary?  The benefits of praying the Rosary are countless.  It is simple and powerful.  It may be something you can 
pray every Monday at St. Monica’s, or perhaps once a month or every day.  The point is, praying the Rosary is an incredible prayer 
that can change your life if you make it a spiritual habit.  Quite simply, the Rosary works!  Here are some reasons to pray the Rosary: 
 
PEACE.  We live hectic lives in a chaotic world.  Amid all this chaos and confusion, our souls yearn for peace and clarity.  There is just 
something about the Rosary that settles our hearts and minds.  It reaches deep down into our souls and puts us at ease, creating a 
peace that is rare and beautiful. 
 
PERSPECTIVE.  Do you ever feel like stepping back from the world?  Do you ever feel like taking a nice, long, extended break from 
the daily commitments and responsibilities?  The Rosary is a great way to do that.   It allows us to leave the world behind for a little 
while and get some perspective. 
 
ALWAYS WHAT WE NEED.  The Rosary is ever fresh, ever new, and deeply personal.  Every time we pray it, we can have a 
completely different experience than we did yesterday or last week.  The Rosary doesn’t change, but we do.  Our questions change, 
our struggles and concerns change.  Our faith and doubts change.  Where we are in our journey with God always changes.  Through 
the Rosary, we can address all these things. 
 
MARY.  The Rosary is Mary’s perspective of Jesus’ life.  In the Rosary we ponder the life of Jesus through the eyes of his mother.  This 
is an incredibly powerful experience if we enter into it fully. 
 
COMMUNITY.  When we come together, great things can happen.  When we come together to pray the Rosary, even greater things 
can happen.  The Rosary has the power to impact the lives of our loved ones, our communities, our nation, and the world.  Praying 
the Rosary can bring peace to a troubled world, healing to broken hearts, and peace to those experiencing chaos and confusion. 
 
Please join us on Monday afternoons.  You will be glad you did!!! 
 
         Grace Casalino   

 



The original silent movie version of “The Phantom of the Opera” will be shown in the church on Sunday, 
October 17, 2021.  John Barratta will be accompanying the movie with his organ music. More info to come!  
 

****************************************************************************************** 
DID YOU KNOW?? 

 
The food you’ve been so generously leaving in the baskets in the Church Hall helps to fill 
our shelves at the store front Sussex Help Center Food Pantry.  So we do use all non-
perishables and give laundry supplies as well as hygiene items.   
 
Thanks and God Bless! 
Joan Thomas 
 
****************************************************************************************** 

THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
70 Carmelite Drive,  Middletown, NY  10940 

 

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF KNOCK. – Tuesday, August 17th – 11:30 am Mass at outdoor Knock Shrine at National Shrine of 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  Fr. Justin Cinnante, O.Carm will preside.  All are welcome.  Contact Carol Bezak, Shrine 

Director at (845) 343-1879 or visit www.ourladyofmtcarmelshrine.com for further information.  
****************************************************************************************** 

MARRIED COUPLES RETREAT 
October 1-3, 2021 

Marianist Family Retreat Center 
Cape May Point, NJ  08212 

 
Come and celebrate the sacrament of marriage during a beautiful October weekend in seaside Cape May Point.  
Presentations, daily Eucharist, small group sharing and couple time are all part of this weekend.  The cost is $145 per 
person ($290/couple).  For more information and to register, please go to www.capemaymarianists.org or call (609) 884-
3829.   
****************************************************************************************** 

 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 

HIS WORD TODAY 
by Rev. William J. Reilly, Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ 

 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - August 15, 2021 
 
“And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me... Blessed are you who 
believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” 
 
Our Catholic faith informs us that at the end of her earthly life, Mary was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory. She 
who was conceived free from original sin, who gave birth to our Savior, was now rewarded as she was reunited with her 
Divine Son in heaven. 
 
Try to imagine the awesomeness of that meeting. If the conversation between Mary and Elizabeth in Luke’s gospel led to 
the beauty of the Magnificat, perhaps just the gaze of Mother and Son captured it all. 
 
As we pray the rosary or recite the Hail Mary, we too have our conversation with her, as she did with her relative. May we 
be comforted by the example of Mary. With the horror of the coronavirus, may we devoutly ask her protection as we 
sinners pray, ‘now and at the hour of our death.’ 
 
 



The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

         Celebrated every year on August 15th, the Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary commemorates the death of Mary and her bodily assumption into 
Heaven. Because it signifies the Blessed Virgin's passing into eternal life, it is the most 
important of all Marian feasts. 

         Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s Assumption into Heaven. 
Nevertheless, Revelation 12 speaks of a woman who is caught up in the battle 
between good and evil. Belief that Mary, without dying or shortly after death, has been 
taken up into Heaven with body and her soul has been part of the teaching of the 
Catholic Church since the earliest centuries of Christianity. That early Christians 
believed in Mary’s Assumption is proven in lack of her relics, empty tomb, the 
existence of Transitus Mariae stories, and quotes from early Christians. 

         The Feast of the Assumption is the effect of these beliefs and is a very old feast of the Church, celebrated 
universally by the sixth century. The feast was originally celebrated in the East, where it is known as the Feast of the 
Dormition, a word which means "the falling asleep." The earliest printed reference to the belief that Mary's body was 
assumed into Heaven dates from the fourth century, in a document entitled "The Falling Asleep of the Holy Mother of 
God." The document is written in the voice of the Apostle John, to whom Christ on the Cross had entrusted the care of His 
mother, and recounts the death, laying in the tomb, and assumption of the Blessed Virgin. Tradition variously places 
Mary's death at Jerusalem or at Ephesus, where John was living. 

         The doctrine of the Assumption says that at the end of her life on earth Mary was assumed, body and soul, into 
heaven (just as Enoch or Elijah). It is also necessary to keep in mind what the Assumption is not. Some people think 
Catholics believe Mary "ascended" into heaven. That is not correct. Christ, by his own power, ascended into heaven. Mary 
was assumed or taken up into heaven by Jesus. She did not do it under her own power. The Church has never formally 
defined whether she died or not, and the integrity of the doctrine of the Assumption would not be impaired if she did not in 
fact die, but the almost universal consensus is that she did die. The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into Heaven at 
the end of her earthly life is a defined dogma of the Catholic Church. On November 1, 1950, Pope Pius XII, exercising 
papal infallibility, declared in Munificentissimus Deus that it is a dogma of the Church "that the Immaculate Mother of God, 
the ever Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory." 

         The Assumption of Mary has two purposes. The first is that we celebrate the happy departure of Mary from this 
physical life on Earth. The second purpose is the assumption of her body into heaven. We firmly believe that from the first 
moment of her conception, Mary was free of all sin, including Original Sin, by a special favor of Almighty God. The 
Archangel Gabriel recognized her as “full of grace”, “blessed among women” and “one with the Lord”(Luke 1:26-28). Mary 
always freely and actively cooperated in a unique way with God’s plan of salvation (Luke 1:38; Gal. 4:4). Like any mother, 
she was never separated from the suffering of her Son (Luke 2:35), and Scripture promises that those who share in the 
sufferings of Christ will share in his glory (Rom. 8:17). Since she suffered a unique interior martyrdom, it is appropriate 
that Jesus would honor her with a unique glory.  We Christians believe that one day we will be raised in a glorious form 
and then caught up and rendered immaculate to be with Jesus forever (1 Thess. 4:17; Rev. 21:27). Mary is in a sense the 
prototypical Christian, and received early the blessings we will all one day be given. 

          By contemplating Mary in heavenly glory, we understand that the earth is not the definitive homeland for us either, 
and that if we live with our gaze fixed on eternal goods, we will one day share in this same glory. Supported by awareness 
of this, let us continue confidently on our path of Christian commitment wherever Providence may lead us. Let us forge 
ahead in our lives under Mary's guidance. 

       God bless you, 

        Fr. Jan  


