
 PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
Sunday Collection-12/12/21              $2,309.00 
Retirement for Religious Collection – 12/12/21     $1,098.00 
Immaculte Conception of Virgin Mary – 12/8/21     $533.00 
 
On-line giving totals for 12/5/21 will be reported next week  
  

If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 
envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 

33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 
envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 

located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 12/13/2021 
Please support St. Monica’s Church by contributing to our 

Annual Campaign.  Forms are located at the Church Hall Exits 
and at the Rectory Office.  We thank you for your generosity! 

  Pledges to Date:  $30,385.00 
  Paid to date:        $28,951.67 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp this week is in memory of:   

All Deceased Family Members and Friends 
Given by:  The Vernacchio Family 

 
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

 
12/20    MON: 9:00am  Jim Marion 
12/21     TUES: 9:00am         People of our Parish 
12/22    WED: 9:00am         NO MASS TODAY 
12/23  THU: 9:00am          Frances O’Shea 
12/24  FRI: 5:00pm        FLOWER MEMORIALS 
   8:00pm  FLOWER MEMORIALS 
              10:30pm  FLOWER MEMORIALS 
    Kristen Ann Veltri 
    Jeffrey Veltri 
12/25  SAT: 8:30am        FLOWER MEMORIALS 
             10:30am  FLOWER MEMORIALS 
12/26   SUN:  8:30am        Rita Mortimer 
             10:30am  People of our Parish 
 

MASS TIMES: 
SATURDAY:  5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  8:30 AM, 10:30 AM   
WEEKDAY MASSES: MON., TUES, THURS, FRI. AT 
9:00AM  (NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) 

 
 

Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 10 am on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 

 

UPDATE TO CHRISTMAS  MASS  SCHEDULE:  
There will be no Nativity Pageant at the 5:00 pm 
Family Mass on Christmas Eve this year. 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 19, 2021 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We draw close to the end of this season of expectation, 
this season of preparation, this season of waiting.  For 
three weeks, we have been anticipating that glorious 
day that is now just over the horizon.  Let us break 
from all the hustle and bustle that threatens to 
overwhelm the true meaning of this holy event and 
share in the pure joy of Mary and Elizabeth, two 
mothers expecting their first children, who in today’s 
Gospel exult in each other’s blessedness. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
HELPING HANDS- The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
January 11, 2022 at 7:30 pm in the Church Hall.  New 
members are always welcome. 
************************************************** 

SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 
Recitation of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
4:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world.  
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of 
the month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M. 
 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
 

 
Sunday 

Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 
Monday 

Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday 

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Lk 1:39-45 
Wednesday 

1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56 
Thursday 

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66 
Friday 

Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Lk 1:67-79 
Saturday 

    Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 

Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18 



ATTENTION PARISHIONERS 
 
Occupancy restrictions for social distancing purposes are lifted (Executive Order of the 
Governor, 242 – May 24, 2021).   Masks are not required for those who are vaccinated.  If anyone 
prefers, you may attend Mass in the Church Hall where chairs are set up to allow social 
distancing.  Sanitizing stations are available at the church entrances.  
 
******************************************************************************************

Parish Registration 
Information 

 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, 
welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If you 

are attending Mass and using our blue “blank” visitor 
envelopes and wish to receive our weekly envelopes in the 
mail, please register with us.  There are blank registration 
forms on the table near the Church exits.  Please fill it out 
and give it to Fr. Jan after Mass, or drop it in the collection 
basket. 
****************************************** 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER 
MEMORIAL ENVELOPES  

 
Envelopes are available on the 
tables in the Church and hall.  
Print the name(s) of your 

deceased loved ones CLEARLY and enclose your 
monetary donation for a poinsettia to be placed in 
the church.  A printed list will be made available and 
a copy placed on the altar.  Please return all 
envelopes to the box near the pulpit by no later than 
the weekend of December 18th- December 19th. 
      

****************************************** 
INCLEMENT WEATHER CLOSINGS 

AND DELAYS NOTIFICATIONS. 
 
It’s that time of year!!  St. Monica’s is 
registered with WSUS 102.3 FM Radio 
for closings and/or delays due to inclement weather and 
other emergency situations.  These announcements can be 
heard on the radio, but the quickest way is to visit the 
following website:  wsus1023.iheart.com, then simply 
click on “Closings and Delays”. 
****************************************** 

St. Paul’s Abbey, on Route 206 
one mile south of Newton, has 
thousands of Christmas Trees 
ready to choose “n” cut 7 days a 
week from November 26th to 
December 20th, 10 am to 3:30 pm. 
 

We also have the Abbey Gift Shop with many items that 
make ideal Christmas gifts, including books, statues, 
jewelry and more. 
 
Come visit us and select your own special Christmas 
Tree! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Religious give thanks.  A sister writes, “Our prayers 
belong most of all to the generous benefactors whose 
donations have made this financial assistance possible.”    
Thank you for supporting last week’s Retirement Fund 
for Religious collection.  Visit www.retiredreligious.org to 
learn how your gift supports elderly sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests.  
****************************************** 

“Snow was falling, so much like stars 
filling the dark trees that one could easily 
imagine its reason for being was nothing 
more than prettiness.” 
   ― Mary Oliver 

 
The first day of winter in the Northern Hemisphere is 
marked by the Winter Solstice, which occurs this year on 
Tuesday, December 21st at 10:59 am.  This is the day with 
the fewest hours of sunlight in the whole year, thus being 
called the “shortest day of the year”.  Thankfully, after 
the winter solstice, the days begin to once again grow 
longer, which means the return of more sunlight.  You 
might say things will only get brighter from here! 

****************************************** 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
First Reading: Micah 5:1-4a 
Micah speaks of the ruler who will come from Bethlehem. 
He discusses how the people of Israel will be saved from 
corruption and live in peace. 
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 
Paul describes to the Hebrews how Jesus came into the 
world and offered to do God's will. We were saved 
through his sacrifice, the only offering sufficient for the 
sins of the world. 
 
Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 
Mary paid a visit to Elizabeth, whose baby stirred in her 
womb upon hearing Mary's greeting. Elizabeth filled with 
the Holy Spirit, cried out, "Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb." Elizabeth 
was deeply overjoyed that the words God had spoken to 
Mary had now been fulfilled. 



 

 

 
   

 
 

 
 

 
CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS 2021 

 
PARISH PENANCE SERVICE  
Tuesday, December 21st – 7:00 pm  (Confessions) 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
Friday, December 24th  (evening)      
 5:00 pm - Family Mass  (No Nativity Pageant) 
 8:00 pm   
            10:30 pm – “Midnight Mass” 
Though traditionally associated with the actual stroke of the clock at 12:00 midnight, the term “Midnight Mass” refers more to the title of the Mass -  
with its own specific scripture readings and prayers.  Here at St. Monica’s all the Masses celebrated on Christmas use the “Mass at Midnight” 
because in it are the Christmas stories with which we are most familiar.  The Mass at 10:30 pm will in fact be the “traditional” Midnight Mass but 
rather than begin at Midnight, it will end before Midnight. 
 

Parking in the Presbyterian Church parking lot is permissible except for 5:00 pm and 8:00 pm on Christmas 
Eve. The Presbyterian Church begins their Christmas Eve service at 7:30 pm and needs its parking facility 
while our 5:00 Mass is still going on. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Saturday, December 25th  - 8:30 am and 10:30 am 
             (No Mass at 5:00 pm)  
 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 
Sunday, December 26th  - 8:30 am and 10:30 am 
 
 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS 
Friday, December 31st – 5:00pm  
 

 
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 
Saturday, January 1st   - 5:00 pm 
Sunday,  January 2nd   - 8:30 am and 10:30 am 

 
 
 
 

 



From  the  Desk  of  Fr.  Jan….. 
 
        
 

 At Christmas we celebrate what we have been waiting for in “joyful hope” for the whole 
season of Advent!  We celebrate that day when Jesus Christ, the second person of the Holy Trinity, 
became one of us and one with us, finding a home in our homes and in our hearts. At Christmas we 
commemorate the incarnation of God on earth! 
                                                                                                                                                                    
        Why did God have to come in person to enter our world? In order to repay a debt he did not 
owe because we owed a debt (original sin) which we were unable to pay. God sought us out in our 
dire need and, finding us, chose to dwell among us.  The birth of Jesus Christ is the incarnation of 
God's love and desire to save us, to be with us and to have us be with him.  But from what has Jesus 
saved us? The Prophets, Evangelists, and Apostles make it clear that Jesus has come to save us from 
the power of darkness, and from slavery to sin. Sin enslaves us to the power of darkness and evil, and 
results in death. Sin is not just a rejection of God’s laws and teachings, but sin is a rejection of God’s 
love, His goodness, and what’s more, sin is a rejection of a life united with God who is our only source 
of life. Without God there is no life there is only the misery of darkness and death. So God, seeing our 
misery, promised to save us. He did so by sending His Son, Jesus, to become one of us, who took all 
of our sins upon Himself, and after paying the price of sin which is death, Christ conquered the power 
of sin and death and restored life. 
 
        So Every Christmas when we celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus, we commemorate the birth of the 
Savior of the world. When we see Christ as he truly is - the Savior of the world - Christmas comes alive 
with celebration of love and joy, peace and hope that never ends. 
 
        The gift of Christmas is Christ Himself. And it's not only once a year that he makes himself 
available, He is there for us always and in all ways. So let us always strive to share this message of 
salvation to all and to spread his consoling love especially to those who fail to recognize what 
Christmas truly means. 
 
       The Christmas image of Jesus is that of a light shining in the darkness.  At Christmas we celebrate 
the fact that when Jesus entered our darkened world light and hope also entered. What Jesus was to 
the world of his time, He wants us to be to the world of our time. We too must be a beam of light in the 
midst of darkness. We, too, must be a ray of hope in the midst of despair. 
 
       Christmas is an invitation for each one of us to be for the world what Jesus was to his world. Like 
the Son of God, we are born to love and to serve as he did. Do we truly love our neighbor?  Do we 
really want to help others?  Each one of us has something valuable to give. May each one of us learn 
how to love our neighbor and to use things in service of that love. May we learn from Jesus to relate 
to one another in the power of love and not in the love of power. 
 
        If Jesus is to be born into today's world, it must be through us. We must be the beam of light in the 
midst of darkness. We must be the ray of hope in the midst of despair. 
 
        On behalf of our entire staff, I wish you and your family a Blessed Christmas. May your Christmas 
be filled with love, peace, and joy. 
 
 

A Merry ChristMAs to you All 
 


