
 PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS 

FLOW 

Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 

Regular Collection – 2/27/22                        $2,227.00 

Collection – Central & Eastern Europe 2/27/22    $10.00 
 

On-line Giving totals for 2/20/22 and 2/27/22 will be 

reported in next week’s bulletin 

 

If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 

envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 

33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 

envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 

located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, 

and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 

pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 

enough to store it.”   Malachi 3: 10 

 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 2/14/2022 

We thank you for your generosity! 

  Pledges to Date:   $37,625.01 

  Paid to Date:        $36,725.01 

 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week is  

in memory of:   Walter Losiewicz 

Given by:  St. Theresa Losiewicz 

 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

3/7     MON: 9:00am  The Futia Family 

3/8     TUES: 9:00am         People of our Parish 

3/9     WED: 9:00am         NO MASS TODAY 

3/10   THU: 9:00am          People of our Parish  

3/11   FRI: 9:00am        People of our Parish 

3/12   SAT: 5:00pm  John Imbarato 

    Anna Stefankiewicz 

    Caroline Whritenour 

3/13   SUN:  8:30am        Jalal Buni 

    Andrew Lukashuk 

            10:30am  Muriel Card 

    Roberta O’Brien 

    Florence Di Stasi 

    Mary Eckert 

 

FRIDAYS OF LENT – Beginning March 4th, Stations of 
the Cross will be held after 9 am Mass and at 7 pm. 
MONDAYS OF LENT – Beginning March 7th, confessions 
will be heard from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. 

 

Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 10 am on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

MARCH 6, 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Forty days from now we will find ourselve at the foot of 

the cross.  How can we prepare ourselves for this?  

Jesus’ words at the beginning of his ministry are apt:  

“Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  Let us ask 

ourselves how we have sinned.  Let us feel remorse for 

those times we have fallen short.  Let us resolve to turn 

back to God and live out the gospel in our day-to-day 

lives.  Let us find ourselves able to approach the cross 

in forty days with profound gratitude for what our Lord 

has done for us. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 

HELPING HANDS- The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
March 8, 2022 at 7:30 pm in the Church Hall.  New 
members are always welcome. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 

 
Recitation of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
4:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world.  
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament – First Friday of 
the month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M. 
 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
 

 
Sunday 

Dt 26:4-10; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 
Monday 

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday 

Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday 

Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday 

Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Mt 7:7-12 
Friday 

Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday 

Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48 

 



ATTENTION PARISHIONERS 
 
Masks are not required for those who are vaccinated.  If anyone prefers, you may attend 

Mass in the Church Hall where chairs are set up to allow social distancing.  Sanitizing 

stations are available at the church entrances.  Due to the increase in amount of cases 

of covid, flu and common cold, if you are feeling ill, please stay home.   

******************************************************************************************
Parish Registration Information 

 

Are you new to our parish?  If so, welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If you are attending Mass 
and using our blue “blank” visitor envelopes and wish to receive our weekly envelopes in the 
mail, please register with us.  There are blank registration forms on the table near the Church 
exits.  Please fill it out and give it to Fr. Jan after Mass, or drop it in the collection basket. 

****************************************************************************************** 
WEEKLY ROSARY AT ST. MONICA’S 

 

Each day, we listen to news reports that can be very disturbing.  We wonder how all of these 

things can be happening in our nation and in the world.  We feel so helpless.  But there is 

something we can do…PRAY!  Please consider joining us every Monday afternoon at 4:00 pm in 

the Church to recite the Rosary.  This invitation is open to all parishioners.  The benefits of 

praying the Rosary are countless.  It is simple and powerful.  It may be something you can pray 

every Monday at St. Monica’s, or perhaps once a month or every day.  The point is, praying the Rosary is an incredible 

prayer that can change your life if you make it a spiritual habit.  Please join us on Monday afternoons.  You will be glad  

you did! 

****************************************************************************************** 

UPCOMING PARISH EVENT! 
Helping Hands will be hosting a FISH AND CHIPS DINNER at St. Monica’s on THURSDAY, 
APRIL 7TH, 5:00pm-7:00pm. This will be a curbside pick-up event.  No need to get out of 
your car!  TASTEFULLY BRITISH will be catering this event.  Tickets must be purchased in 
advance, and will be sold after all masses for three (3) weekends beginning the weekend 

of March 19th/20th.  Tickets will also be available at the church office.  Deadline for purchasing tickets is April 
3rd.  The meal will include fish, French fries, coleslaw, and dessert.  Adults $15, Children $10.  Come out to 
support your parish and enjoy a delicious meal! 
****************************************************************************************** 

UKRAINIAN RELIEF 

 
In a message received from Bishop Sweeney, he has asked for urgent prayers for peace in the Ukraine.  “We ask God to 

pour out strength and healing upon the people of Ukraine who are victims of unprovoked aggression.  The words of Psalm 

29:11 come to mind as we pray for Ukraine:  “May the Lord give might to his people; may the Lord bless his people with 

peace!” 

 

Each parish in the Diocese has also been invited to take a voluntary collection for Ukrainian Relief this First Sunday of 

Lent.  The donations received “…will help alleviate the catastrophic humanitarian crisis for the refugees of Ukraine and 

bring some relief to the families and children of Ukraine who have had their homes and security taken from them through 

violent force.”  St. Monica’s is united in prayer for the people of Ukraine “in this perilous time for their country and world 

peace.”  There will be a collection box at each of the church exits labeled “UKRAINIAN RELIEF” if you would like to 

make a donation.  Thank you in advance for your prayers and generosity and from Bishop Sweeney, “I am grateful to our 

diocesan family for their generosity in this terrible time of human suffering.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Our Virtual Auction Fundraiser  will be held from March 25th at noon until March 27th at 
7:00 pm.  Items may be viewed as they are added or updated prior to those dates on the 
auction website:  

  
www.32auctions.com/FPSussex2022Auction. 

 
However, you will not be able to start placing bids until noon on March 25th.  We are still 
accepting auction item donations through March 14th.  Please email us at 
fpsc@familypromisesussex.org if you are interested in donating.  Help us get all the bids 
we can to build a better future for our neighbors in need!   

****************************************************************************************** 

. WORD PICTURES                                               FORTY DAYS OF LENT 

              ‘The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days.’ 
         Mark 1:12 

                                                                       
Self- denial has a double objective:  first, it drills and disciplines our desires, so that we are masters of ourselves; and 
secondly, what we deny to ourselves will be time, or money, free to give away.  At Rouen, there is a gloriously carved 
tower at the south angle of the Cathedral, called  the “Butter Tower”.  It is said it was built by the offerings of the faithful 
who went without butter during Lent. 
            Anonymous 

****************************************************************************************** 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:4-10 
Moses discusses the power God has displayed in freeing his people from oppression and leading them to a rich land. He 
tells the people that they should make offerings to God to show their gratitude, then celebrate over the great things he has 
given them. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 10:8-13 
Paul tells us that if we proclaim, "Jesus is Lord" and truly believe that God raised him from the dead, we will be saved. For 
God shows his mercy toward everyone who calls upon his name. 
 
Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 
Jesus fasted in the desert for forty days, then Satan appeared to him and tempted him to turn stone into bread. After 
Jesus refused, Satan promised him great powers if Jesus would worship him. Jesus replied that he would worship God 
and no one else. Then Satan tried to persuade Jesus to put God to the test, but again Jesus resisted his temptation. 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 
A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 

HIS WORD TODAY 
by Rev. William J. Reilly 

Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ 
 

First Sunday of Lent - March 6, 2022 
 
“Brothers and sisters. What does the scripture say? The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that 

is, the word of faith that we preach – for if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

 

We embark upon this season of personal renewal. Although we sometimes fail to acknowledge it, Jesus came to offer us 

the gift of salvation. His saving work continues today, but requires my whole hearted participation. I am asking that He 

save me today and every day. 

 

The oxygen tank assisting a seriously ill person, the ventilator providing life sustenance is essential for life. My serious 

effort as Lent begins demands, not suggests, my effort at prayer, sacrifice and good works. 

 

We do not ‘give up’, but ‘give in’ to a loving Lord. Is the word only on my lips, but also in my heart? 

 

My mantra this week: “I am serious about Lent, Jesus save me.” 

http://www.32auctions.com/FPSussex2022Auction
mailto:fpsc@familypromisesussex.org


From the Desk of Fr. Jan….. 

 
 
 
With Ash Wednesday, the Catholic Church throughout the 
world has started observance of the season of Lent. We 
begin the season of Lent with the receiving of ashes which 
symbolizes our willingness to follow Jesus more closely in 
the love of God and of the service to our neighbors.  
 
Lent is a special penitential season when through prayer, 
penance, fasting, and self - restraint we prepare ourselves 
for the Solemn Paschal Triduum - the celebration of the Lord's supper, his passion and death on the cross, but 
also for the joyful celebration of Christ's Resurrection on Easter Day.   
 
Excluding Sundays, it is a season of forty days, in imitation of Jesus spending forty days in the desert where He 
fasted and overcame the devil’s temptations. Forty is a significant number in the scriptures.  Moses went to 
the mountain to seek the face of God for forty days in prayer and fasting. The people of Israel were in the 
wilderness for forty years in preparation for their entry into the promised land.  Elijah fasted for forty days as 
he journeyed in the wilderness to the mountain of God.  In this special season of Lent, we as God’s People are 
called to live our life with the Lord in prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Why did Jesus single out prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving for his disciples? The Jews considered these three as the cardinal works of the religious life. 
These were seen as the key signs of a pious person, the three great pillars on which the good life was based. 
Jesus pointed to the heart of the matter. Why do we pray, fast, and give alms? To draw attention to ourselves 
so that others may notice and think highly of us? Or to give glory to God? The Lord warns his disciples of self-
seeking glory – the preoccupation with looking good and seeking praise from others. True piety is something 
more than feeling good or looking holy. True piety is loving devotion to God. It is an attitude of awe, 
reverence, worship and obedience. It is a gift and working of the Holy Spirit that enables us to devote our lives 
to God with a holy desire to please him in all things. (Isaiah 11:1-2)  
 
God wants us to grow in love and holiness so Jesus stressed out importance of prayer, fasting and almsgiving 
in this process. Prayer purifies our intentions and relates all we do to God. Fasting detaches us from our 
comfort and from our ego.  Almsgiving opens us for the needs of the poor. It reflects on our brotherhood with 
the poor of Jesus’ family, and reminds us that our true wealth is not in things in this world but in love of God.  
 

On Ash Wednesday we were called to journey with the Lord in a special season of prayer, fasting, almsgiving, 
and penance as we prepare to celebrate the feast of Easter, the Christian Passover. The Lord gives us spiritual 
food and supernatural strength to prepare ourselves for spiritual combat, testing and spiritual growth. We, 
too, must follow in the way of the cross in order to share in the victory of Christ's death and resurrection.  

So as we begin this holy season of testing and preparation, let's ask the Lord for a fresh outpouring of his Holy 
Spirit that we may grow in faith, hope, and love and embrace his will more fully in our lives. 

 

 

 


