
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
Regular Collection-12/25/22                                $2,008.00 
Christmas Collection – 12/25/22                          $4,688.00 
On-line giving – Regular – 12/18/22    $575.12 
  

If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 
envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 

33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 
envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 

located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 12/21/2022 
Please support St. Monica’s Church by contributing to 
our Annual Campaign.  Forms are located at the Church 
Hall Exits and at the Rectory Office.  We thank you for 
your generosity! 
  Pledges to Date:   $26,845.00 
  Paid to date:  $23,681.67 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp this week is in  
Memory of:   People of our Parish 

 
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK  

1/02 MON: 9:00am      People of our Parish 
1/03  TUES: 9:00am      People of our Parish 
1/04  WED: NO MASS TODAY 
1/05  THUR:    9:00am      People of our Parish 
1/06 FRI:        9:00am      People of our Parish 
1/07 SAT:  5:00pm     Keith Christopher Reilly 

Michael Langan 
1/08 SUN:      8:30am     Edwin Dyer 
       Dennis Kirk 
                          10:30am     Armando De Luca 
       Martin Finn 

 
MASS TIMES:   
SATURDAY:  5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  8:30 AM, 10:30 AM   
WEEKDAY MASSES: MON., TUES, THURS, FRI. AT 9:00AM 
(NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) 

 

Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 10 am on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
ON MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2023.  MASS WILL BE HELD AS 
USUAL AT 9:00 AM.  

 
 
 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY,  
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 

JANUARY 1, 2023 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How appropriate that on the first day of every year we 
honor Mary, the Holy Mother of God, for it was her 
willing obedience to God’s plan that enabled the 
Incarnation and therefore initiated what in time became 
Christianity.  Today is also the World Day of Peace and so 
we look to Mary, the Queen of Peace – who bore the 
Prince of Peace – as or model and inspiration for holding 
peace in our hearts, our communities and in our world. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 

HELPING HANDS- The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
January 10, 2023, at 7:30 pm in the Church Hall. New 
members are always welcome. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 

Recitation of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
4:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world.  
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –First Friday of the 
month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M. 

 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
 

 
 
Sunday - Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21  
Monday - 1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday - 1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday - 1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday - 1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
First Friday - 1 Jn 5:5-13; Mk 1:7-11 
First Saturday - 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 2:1-11 

 



PARISH REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, 
welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If you 
are attending Mass and using our blue 

“blank” visitor envelopes and wish to receive our weekly 
envelopes in the mail, please register with us.  There are 
blank registration forms on the table near the Church 
exits. Please fill it out and give it to Fr. Jan after Mass or 
drop it in the collection basket. 

****************************************** 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR DECEASED, ILL OR 

HOSPITALIZED 
If you have a prayer request for someone 
who is deceased, ill or hospitalized, please 
enter the name of the person in the prayer request book 
located in the Church Hall. Each week, the prayer list is 
placed on the altar.  
****************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 

ST. MONICA’S ANNUAL  PARISH COLLECTION 
 

We are very grateful for the generosity shown by so many 
to our ANNUAL PARISH COLLECTION.  If you have not 
yet had an opportunity to return your pledge card, please 
do so as soon as possible.  Every gift is welcome and 
sincerely appreciated.  Thank you! 
****************************************** 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS  
 
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 
Saturday, January 7th - 
5:00 pm 
Sunday, January 8th - 
8:30 am and 10:30 am 
 
****************************************** 

A Holiday Note from your Neighbors 
 
As the New Year begins, The Sussex Help 
Center continues to provide food to our 
Sussex-Wantage neighbors in need through 

their storefront in downtown Sussex Borough.  They have 
maintained full services without interruption, even 
through the pandemic.  Their support comes directly from 
private donations, individuals, and local churches 
including St. Monica’s.  Their volunteers and supporters 
donate their vehicles, time and labor to buy, sort, bag and 
deliver the food.  Donations of non-perishable foods are 
always needed and welcomed. Thank you to our 
parishioners for your ongoing support of the Sussex Help 
Center.   God Bless You! 

THE DIOCESE OF PATERSON 
offers 

“Journey”, A Marriage Enrichment 
Training Program 

 
Monday evenings January 12th – February 9th 

Each session will be held on Zoom from 8 pm to 9:30 pm 
(with the exception of February 9th) 

 
This program will offer the faith inspired support couples 
need at any stage.  Using a different approach from 
engaging in parallel men’s and women’s faith activities, 
couples will come together to grow in holiness and the joy 
of the Lord through the gift of their marriage covenant.  
Sometimes couples feel like martyrs to their covenant 
and lose hope; perhaps the tyranny of the urgent 
convinces them to put off nourishing their marriage until 
“another time,” which can come too late. 
 
The time is now.  Come join other faithful Catholic 
couples to approach practical, thoughtful, and uplifting 
marriage topics in a “think-pair-share” format.  This will 
serve as marriage enrichment training for marriage 
ministry leaders. Register by visiting 
https://insidethewalls.org/marriage-enrichment. 
******************************************

A PRAYER OF NEW BEGINNINGS 

Consult not your fears, but your hopes and your dreams. 
Think not about your frustrations, but about your 

unfulfilled potential. 
Concern not yourself with what you tried and failed in, 

but what it is still possible to do. 
Now is the time to put aside past and present setbacks 
and failures and look with confidence to the new day 

called tomorrow. 

                                                 — Pope John XXIII 

****************************************** 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
 
First Reading: Numbers 6:22-27 
The Lord told Aaron to bestow his blessings on the 
Israelites. God wanted them to know that by invoking his 
name they would be blessed by him. 
 
Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 
Paul describes how through Jesus’ birth; we have been 
delivered from the laws that exiled Gentiles from God’s 
community. Through Jesus, the Gentiles became God’s 
adopted sons and would receive the same blessings that 
the Jewish converts had been promised. 
 
Gospel: Luke 2:16-21 
The shepherds went to Bethlehem to see Jesus and 
immediately understood all that they had been told about 
him. They praised God for what they had seen, and 
Jesus was given the name that the angel had chosen for 
him. 



 
 

 

 
                                               
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends of Life, 
 
The year 2022 has given us the landmark Supreme Court decision in the Dobbs case that returns the protection of the sanctity of life to 
the states. Though we, as Catholics, advocate for life and for laws that protect the child in the womb from conception, we have seen 
laws in some states, including New Jersey, that promote and permit abortion up until birth, making our work not yet complete. It is 
especially disheartening to hear elected officials in Washington call for Roe to be codified nationwide, thus permitting abortion in 
every state through federal law legalizing it and superseding states’ rights under the Dobbs decision. 
 
Knowing the challenge of advocating for the child in the womb, and God willing, of changing the hearts of our elected officials, we 
will once again participate in the March for Life in Washington, D.C., on January 20, 2023.  
 
As a diocese, we will have the opportunity to assist at a concelebrated Mass in Washington at noon at St. Peter’s Church. We are very 
fortunate that Bishop Kevin Sweeney will be the main celebrant. After Mass, we will walk to meet the March line and join in 
marching past the Capitol to the Supreme Court building. Though some may wish to participate in the rally at the Ellipse, the goal of 
the day is prayer and to be a voice for the unborn as we march together in Washington. I hope that the Mass will be your priority over 
the rally. 
 
Those interested in participating in the Mass with the Bishop, and in the March itself, should contact the Respect Life Office, or Fr. 
Michael Rodak, at fr.michaelrodak@gmail.com. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Fr. Michael Rodak 
Pilgrimage Director 
****************************************************************************************** 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY 

by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ 

 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

January 1, 2023 
 
“The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known the message that had been told them about the child. All who heard it 
were amazed by what had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in 
her heart.”  
 
Message from angels to Mary at Nazareth, to Joseph in a dream, and announcements in the sky. How special that the 
shepherds then looked for and found Jesus. I wonder who Luke was referring to when he said ‘all who heard it were 
amazed.’ As you read these words are you looking for Jesus, are you still touched by the nativity event? Are you, like 
Mary, reflecting and pondering upon this in your heart? A blessed new year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


