
PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW 
Stewardship Report – Treasure 

 
Regular Collection-1/1/23                                     $3,080.00 
Maintenance Collection – 1/1/23                            $1,210.00 
On-line giving – Regular – 12/25/22    $603.72 
On-line giving – Maintenance 12/25/22                  $23.92 
  

If you are unable to attend Mass, weekly collection 
envelopes may be mailed directly to the Rectory office at 

33 Unionville Avenue, Sussex, NJ 07461. Collection 
envelopes may also be dropped in the metal milk box 

located to the left of the front door of the rectory. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN AS OF 12/27/2022 
Please support St. Monica’s Church by contributing to 
our Annual Campaign.  Forms are located at the Church 
Hall Exits and at the Rectory Office.  We thank you for 
your generosity! 
  Pledges to Date:   $31,385.00 
  Paid to date:  $28,021.67 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp this week is in  
Memory of:   People of our Parish 

 
MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK  

1/09 MON: 9:00am      People of our Parish 
1/10  TUES: 9:00am      People of our Parish 
1/11  WED: NO MASS TODAY 
1/12  THUR:    9:00am      People of our Parish 
1/13 FRI:        9:00am      People of our Parish 
1/14 SAT:  5:00pm      Stanley Kula 
        Robert Fagan 
        Joseph Stefankiewicz 
1/15 SUN:      8:30am      Danforth Hoag 
                          10:30am      Edward Losiewicz 

 
ST. MONICA’S CHURCH – Contact Information 

Phone:  973-875-4521  Fax:  973-875-7538 
Parish Office Hours:  9:30am-1:30pm Mon. Tue. Thurs. 

and Fri. 
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED ON WEDNESDAYS 

Website:  www.stmonicasussex.org 
Email:  stmonica@ptd.net 

 
MASS TIMES:   
SATURDAY:  5:00 PM 
SUNDAY:  8:30 AM, 10:30 AM   
WEEKDAY MASSES: MON., TUES, THURS, FRI. AT 9:00AM 
(NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS) 

 

Deadline for bulletin submissions:  Please contact the 
Rectory Office by 10 am on Tuesday of each week for 
articles to be printed on the following Sunday. 

 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
JANUARY 8, 2023 

 

 
 
The bright star in the sky drew the magi from their 
distant kingdom to see the newborn King and offer 
him their treasures.  We were drawn here today by 
our King, Christ the Lord, and we offer him our 
treasures – our hearts, our hopes, our lives.  May 
we be that bright star for others, drawing our 
families, friends, and neighbors to him so that they 
too may find the treasure we know in the Lord.   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WEEKLY/MONTHLY PARISH EVENTS 
HELPING HANDS- The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 
January 10, 2023, at 7:30 pm in the Church Hall. New 
members are always welcome. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
SPECIAL DEVOTIONS AT ST. MONICA’S 

Recitation of the Rosary – Come join us every Monday at 
4:00 pm in the Church to recite the Rosary for peace in 
our nation and around the world.  
 
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy – every Friday after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass 
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament –First Friday of the 
month after the 9:00 A.M. Mass until 10:00 A.M. 

 

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK 
 
 

 
 
Sunday - Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
Monday - Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17  
Tuesday - Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28 or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; 
Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday - Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday - Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45 
Friday - Heb 4:1-5, 11; Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday - Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17 

 
 
 



PARISH REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
 
Are you new to our parish?  If so, 
welcome!  Do you wish to register?  If you 
are attending Mass and using our blue 

“blank” visitor envelopes and wish to receive our weekly 
envelopes in the mail, please register with us.  There are 
blank registration forms on the table near the Church 
exits. Please fill it out and give it to Fr. Jan after Mass or 
drop it in the collection basket. 

****************************************** 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR DECEASED, ILL OR 

HOSPITALIZED 
If you have a prayer request for someone 
who is deceased, ill or hospitalized, please 
enter the name of the person in the prayer request book 
located in the Church Hall. Each week, the prayer list is 
placed on the altar.  
****************************************** 

ST. MONICA’S ANNUAL  
PARISH COLLECTION 

 
Once again, I would like to thank 
you for the tremendous effort so 
many of you have shown in 
keeping your commitment to 

financially support your parish in these difficult times.  As 
of December 27, 2022, we have received $28,021.67 
from 109 parish families.  Thank you for your generosity, 
love and concern for St Monica parish.   
      Fr. Jan 

****************************************** 
AN EPIPHANY PRAYER 

 
God of all, 

Be our daily star that guides our lives  
as we search for your love. 

May we always follow your light of truth 
 in all that we do, 

Forever trusting, hoping, and believing in your 
Word. 

Lift our eyes to the heavens  
so we too may follow your guiding star  

as we travel home to you.    Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE DIOCESE OF PATERSON 
Offers 

 
“Catholicism from Scratch” 

January 14, 2023 from 10 am – 12 pm 
 

 Self-contained sessions on specific topics, focusing on 
the basics of Catholicism for those who need a brush-up, 
those who missed it the first time around, or those who 
never heard it before.  This year, we will use Bishop 
Barron’s video series, “The Creed”, to orient, inform and 
energize our discussions. The topic for January is “The 
Passion.”  Upcoming Catholicism from Scratch topics:  
February 11th, “The Holy Spirit”;’ March 25th, “the Church”; 
May 6th “Q & A”.   For more information, visit 
https://insidethewalls.org/catholicism-from-scratch. 
 

 
“One Way” 

Sunday mornings from 9:15 am to 10:30 am 
 

All adults are welcome to join this interactive, in-person, 
small-group experience which aims to bring each 
participant to a new understanding of Jesus and His 
Church.  The topic for January is “Church: Your part in the 
structure and mission of the Kingdom”. 
 
Upcoming One Way topics:  February 5,12,19 – “Prayer:  
Your relationship with the Trinity”; March 12th, 19th, 26th – 
“Conversion:  Returning home; living a fulfilled life”. 
 
For more information and to register, visit 
https://insidethewalls.org/one-way-registration.. 
****************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
January 9, 2023 

 
“The people were filled with expectation, and all were 
asking in their heart whether John might be the 
Christ... After all the people were baptized and Jesus 
had been baptized and was praying, heaven was 
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son, with you I am well 
pleased.” 
    Luke 3: 21-22 

 



CATHOLIC CHARITIES – DIOCESE OF PATERSON 
Thank you for your support throughout 2022! 

 
  

As a new year approaches, we look back and reflect on 2022.  Our impact has been immense, as we have continued to 
operate dozens of programs, assist tens of thousands of people, and have been there to respond to crises as they have 
emerged.  Our Diocese, Board of Trustees, employees, volunteers, and benefactors have been beacons of hope through 
this incredible year. 
 
It is always difficult to find words to best express our gratitude for the truly humbling way you have supported Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Paterson.  Together we accomplished some amazing things.  To read our year in review, please visit 
www.ccpaterson.org/2022.  Again, thank you for enabling us to provide help and create hope for those most in need.  We 
are looking forward to a 2023 filled with love, growth, and impact.  We wish you a happy and healthy New Year! 
****************************************************************************************** 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6  
Jerusalem is extolled as a place of glory and splendor because the Lord has come to His own city.  
  
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6  
Paul tells the Ephesians that his special mission is to make the Gentiles co-heirs with the Jews in Christ — 
“members of the same body and sharers of the promise.”  
  
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12  
Herod learns that Wise Men from the East are searching for the newly born Christ Child. He instructs them to 
find the Child and to report His whereabouts to him. The Wise Men follow a star to the place where Mary and 
Jesus are and offer the Child gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They do not return to Herod but follow another 
route to their own country.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY 

by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ 

 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

January 8, 2023 
 
“Then shall you be radiant in what you see, your heart shall throb and overflow for the riches of the sea shall be 
emptied out before you, the wealth of the nations shall be brought to you. Caravans of camels shall fill you, 
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah, all from Sheba shall come bearing gold and frankincense and myrh, 
praising the goodness of the Lord.”  
 
On this special day, often called ‘Little Christmas’, we immediately think of kings or magi, 3 in number, a star, bringing 
three mentioned gifts and discovering the presence of the newborn king. Our traditions, based on the scriptures, call us 
today to be no different than the travelers from the east.  
 
Our journey is to find the Christ today. Our traveling brings us to a church and sacraments. Having been so blessed, we 
are asked to bring the gift of ourselves to the Lord and share Him with the most in need. I seriously wonder what gift I 
have to be given to someone else.  
 
In this age of ‘re-gifting’ - we know we have the Lord, and others are waiting to meet Him. Follow the star as He leads you 
to someone really in need. Jesus thanks you.  



FROM THE DESK OF FR. JAN …. 
 
 On this Sunday we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, sometimes called the feast of the Three Kings. There are 
many disputes about the three kings. Why three? Who were they (if they ever existed at all)? Where did they come from? 
How did we know their names? Was there really a star that led them to Bethlehem? For each of these questions there are 
legends and accounts in what are called the apocryphal Gospels. It is useless for us to try to give accurate answers to 
these questions. But for us believers there is no dispute that the real meaning of this feast is that the revelation of our 
salvation through Jesus Christ is for all peoples of all lands and of all races. Through the visit of the magi, we realize that 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, is given not just to one nation or to one race but to all peoples and to all nations. 

 The Feast of Epiphany remains meaningful because it reminds us of the great love God has for us — God so 
loved us that he gave us his only son to redeem us. What is astonishing and striking of this Epiphany — the manifestation 
of God's graciousness, generosity, and love. 

 First, God shows Himself in the form of a baby, who may be seen as weak, dependent, and vulnerable. God 
chose to be human, to be one like us, thereby demoting God to our nature as a sign of humility, solidarity, and unity. This 
act of God serves as a foreshadowing of the preference and tendency of Jesus to be identified and in solidarity with the 
weak, powerless, and outcasts of society. These people will readily accept the salvation that Jesus lovingly offers as they 
recognize their total and utter dependence on him. 

 Second, the place where Jesus was born was Bethlehem which was not exactly the most famous place. It was 
not a center. In the Gospel passage, a prophet claims: "And you Bethlehem, land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who is to shepherd my people and Israel." There seems to be an 
implication here of how Jesus would somehow challenge categories of importance and greatness. Since Jesus is the 
Messiah, the much-awaited Savior and liberator, the expectation was that he would be born in class and pompousness. 
Yet God chose to have the birth of Jesus, otherwise. 

 Finally, the Messiah was much awaited by the Jews who placed their hope in him to liberate them from the 
clutches of power of the Romans. However, Jesus was proclaimed initially to shepherds who were outcasts of society and 
the magi who were pagans. The Jews for whom the Messiah was promised refused to accept him while the Gentiles 
came to him in greater appreciation.  

 In the story, the Jewish experts, guardians of tradition, easily identify the child's prophesied birthplace. But their 
response is one of fear and duplicity. Matthew is the only evangelist who tells the story of the magi. The wise men took a 
step of faith and were drawn to the Lord. They gave him gifts to recognize who he is and the role he plays in the lives of 
all believers. Gold is the gift for the King. Jesus is the only one we can allow to direct our lives. Frankincense is the sign of 
the priest. Jesus is the great high priest who bridges the gap between God and man. Myrrh is the perfume used to anoint 
the dead. Jesus is the sacrificial lamb whose death restored life. 

 Matthew thus describes beautifully in a story the same truth that Paul affirms in his letter that Jesus is for all 
peoples, and his mission is universal. The wise men from the east were the Gentiles, non-Jews. Like the magi, we come 
from all over the world, and we can find Jesus and do him homage. He is the infant king of the Jews, but he is not the 
exclusive property of any tribe, community or nation. Rather, he belongs to us all as we can all belong to him. 

 Jesus is the journey's end for all who seek the face of God, for all who seek meaning and purpose in their lives. 
He came not only for the chosen race but for the whole human race. He is for all of us. 

 
                                              

 
 

 
 
 
 


