
 

Church of Saint Ann 
 

289 Arch Road * Avon, Connecticut * 06001 
www.stannavon.org 

860-673-9858 
     

Reverend Alphonso Fontana, Pastor 

WEEKEND ASSISTANT 
Rev. Joseph P. Cheah, OSM, Ph.D. 

 

DEACONS 
Jeffrey Sutherland and Tim Healy  

 

CHURCH OF SAINT ANN TRUSTEES 
Kelly McCabe and Kathy Randall Gill 

 

SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER 
Russell Koch: russ.koch@stannavon.com 

 

DIRECTOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (K - 8) 
Deborah Benson, MA, CAGS: ext. 223   deborah.benson@stannavon.com 

  

CONFIRMATION & YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR 
Rosemary Neamtz, MSW: ext. 226  rosemary.neamtz@stannavon.com 

 

BOOKKEEPER/FAITH FORMATION REGISTRAR 
Jennifer Soucy, CPA: ext.234    jennifer.soucy@stannavon.com 

 

DIRECTOR OF ADULT EDUCATION 
Ann DiStefano, MPS: ext. 228    ann.distefano@stannavon.com 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Mercedes Featherston: ext. 230   mercedes.featherston@stannavon.com 

 

PARISH OFFICE MANAGER 
Kris Martino: ext. 221 kris.martino@stannavon.com 

 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 
Kerry Magrini: kerry.magrini@stannavon.com 

 

MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 
Chip Janiszewski: chip.janiszewski@stannavon.com 

 

CEMETERY SUPERINTENDENT 
Mike Gould:  ext.225      

 
 

 

 
 

BAPTISM and MARRIAGES:  
Please call the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221 

Please schedule marriage dates at least 6 months ahead. Weddings  
cannot be scheduled after the Saturday evening Mass or on Sundays. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE & INSERTS  
Please submit any bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 2pm 

on the Monday prior to the weekend you would like it published.   
Also, please contact the office to obtain permission to  

insert fliers into the weekly bulletin. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

Monday - Friday:  
9:00 am 

 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday):  
4:00 pm 

 

Sunday:  
7:30, 9:30 and 11:00am 

 

First Friday:  
9:00 am 

CONFESSIONS: 
Saturday: after 4pm Mass 

First Friday: Before 9:00 AM Mass 
Other times by appointment 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Eucharistic Adoration:  

Mondays 9:30-10:30am 
 

Rosary: 8:30 am, daily 
 

MMP Cenacle: Mondays at 7:15pm  
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tues.- Fri. 
9:30—9:40am in the Sanctuary 

 

Holy Hour: Thursdays at 12noon 
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First Sunday 
of Advent 

 

SATURDAY, December 2 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3  

 

SUNDAY,  December 3 
Adult Choir Rehearsal: 8:20am in the Choir Loft 
Lectio Divina: 10:30am in Room 3, and via ZOOM  

 
MONDAY, December 4 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 9:30-10:30am in the church  
Lectio Divina: 7:15pm in Room 3 and via Zoom 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting: 7pm in Fr. Bennett Hall 
MMP Cenacle-Rosary Prayer Group:  7:15pm in the church (all welcome) 
    

TUESDAY, December  5 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  6 -7:30pm in the church 
Social Outreach Committee Meeting: 7pm in Room 2 
 

WEDNESDAY, December  6 
RCIA: 6:30pm in Room 3  
 

THURSDAY, December 7 
Holy Hour: 12 noon in the church  
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: 4:15pm in the Choir Loft  
 

FRIDAY, December 8 
Lectio Divina: 9:45am via Zoom 
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal: 4pm in the church & Hall 

 

SATURDAY, December 9 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3  

 

SUNDAY,  December 10 
Adult Choir Rehearsal: 8:20am in the Choir Loft 
Lectio Divina: 10:30am in Room 3, and via ZOOM  
Parish Mission, Trifecta of Divine Mercy: 7pm in the church 
(Fr. Garrott will lead a rosary around 6:30pm & hear confessions following his preaching) 

  ( 

This Week at St. Ann 

If you are a resident in this area, we hope 
that you will continue to grace us with your 
presence and register with our parish. You 

can do so by stopping by or calling the Parish 
Office (860-673-9858,ext.221).   
You can also register online at:  

www.stannavon.org/register-at-st-ann 
If you are a visitor, we thank you for  
participating in worshiping with us                     

and we hope to see you again! 
SATURDAY, December 2  
4:00 Terry Tromza, requested by Mary Jane Jeter 
  
SUNDAY, December 3, First Sunday of Advent 

7:30 Special Intentions  
9:30 Jozef and Stephanie Osiecki, requested by  
 the Sutter Family 
11:00 Marion Zalenski, requested by  
 the ZuWallack Family 

 
MONDAY, December 4,  
Saint John Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

9:00 Alice Kuzia, requested by Robert & Anne Yurch 
       
TUESDAY, December 5 
9:00 Elizabeth Singer, requested by Paula Allan 
      
WEDNESDAY, December 6, Saint Nicholas, Bishop 

9:00 Annalee Lasch, requested by Paula Allan 
     
THURSDAY, December 7,  
Saint Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

9:00 Alice Kuzia, requested by Janet Fischer 

   
FRIDAY, December 8, Holy Day of Obligation 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

9:00 Maria Consuegra, requested by   
 her coffee group friends 
12:10 Susan Linnane, requested by Christine Linnane 
 and the Stack Family 
7:00 For the intentions of Tom Reno (Living), 
 requested by the Waldeck Family                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
        
SATURDAY, December 9, Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin  

4:00 Donald Nelson (1st Ann.) requested by his wife, 
 Rosemarie and their children 
  
SUNDAY, December 10, Second Sunday of Advent 

7:30 Dennis Berti, requested by  
 Michael and Deb Stevens  
9:30 Bill and Terry and Patrick Roderick, requested 
 by Tom and Pat Heavren 
11:00 Derek Stockwell, requested by the family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To schedule a Mass Intention, please call or email  
Kris in the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221 or 

kris.martino@stannavon.com 

We’re so very grateful to those who have helped us reach 80 

percent of our Annual Collection goal!  If you have yet to do so 

already, please prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift to help us 

reach 100% of our goal by the end of the year.  

If you would like a pledge form or would like to make an online 

donation, please check our website: www.stannavon.org or call 

the parish office. Thank you!  

as of 11/27/23: 
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Divine Mercy Holy Hour  
  
 

This Sunday,  

December 3, 2023 

2:30 - 3:30pm  
in the church 

 
 

Please join us to implore God's Mercy upon us  
and the whole world. 

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection:  
December 9/10 

 
You can help. “Religious are blessed to serve,” says Domincan Father 
Bertrand Ebben, age 90. Please donate to the Retirement Fund for 
Religious collection next weekend. Your gift will provide essential care 
for nearly 25, 000 senior sisters, brothers and religious order priests 
who have dedicated their lives to serving others. Let us show our 
gratitude to these selfless individuals by giving generously. 
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Weekly Collection for 11/19/23: $4,240.00 
Campaign for Human Development:  $1,757.06 
Votive Candles for the week (11/19/23): $172.50 
Weekly Collection for 11/26/2023: $4,814.00 
Votive Candles for the week (11/26/23): $256.36 
 
Online Giving (Nov. 17-29, 2023) 
 Weekly: $4,647.00 
 Campaign for Human Development: $60.00 
Next Weekend’s 2nd Collection:   
    Retired Religious Fund 

Weekly Ordinary Income 

 

Today is the First Sunday of Advent. We begin our spiritual  
preparations for the great Feast of Christmas. Frequently this 
season becomes a rushed hustle and bustle of “not enough 
time” to get everything done. In contrast to our frequently  
frenetic Advents, St. Padre Pio’s Masses would last for several 
hours. The reason was his vibrant, living Faith.  At the  
Consecration, St. Pio would not see the Holy Eucharist under 
the usual forms of bread and wine. Instead, this saint would 
see the Infant Jesus laying there in place of the Sacred Host 
and Precious Blood. He was so captured by the vision that he 
would be caught up in praise, thanksgiving and adoration of 
the Divine Child 
 
Reflection:   This Advent might be the time to grow in OUR 
living Faith. We now have evening adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament here at St. Ann’s each Tuesday evening from            
6:00-7:30 (in addition to 9:30-10:30 each Monday). Why not 
seize this golden opportunity to spend some time with the 
same Infant Jesus, whom St Pio saw in the Holy Eucharist. 
What a loving and intimate way to prepare ourselves for 
Christmas! 



 

Stay Close to Jesus this Advent! 

 
Our friendly Lectio Divina groups invite you to join us 
for weekly 90-minute reflections and fellowship,  
around the Sunday Gospels.  
Contact: ann.distefano@stannavon.com 
 

• Fridays, 9:45am via Zoom with Ann: Dec 1, 8, 15.  

• Sundays, 10:30am in Rm 3 & via Zoom with Chip: Dec 3, 10, 17 

• Mondays, 7:15pm in Rm 3 with Silvina: Dec 4, 18 
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Name  
Gave of their  

Time-Talent-Treasure 

John L. Helped a friend with math  
& donated treasure 

Mike P. Shared his basketball  
talent with his brother 

Mason G. Cooked ramen for his brother 

How We Can Help 
the Homeless During 
the Holidays... 
 
Following an over 35 year  
tradition, we will again be putting 
together Christmas gift bags for the guests at  
ImmaCare shelter. At a time that is particularly 
tough for so many of the men, these gifts reinforce 
this is a ministry of love. With winter coming, we 
always like to include warm gloves, socks, hats and 
scarves.  Toothbrushes, toothpaste, and  
chapsticks are welcome items. Hopefully enough 
will be donated that gift bags can be distributed to 
the people who, unable to find shelter, remain  
outdoors. Please leave any donations in the  
ImmaCare box in the kitchen before Dec 15.  

Wishing all of you a blessed Christmas! 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Annual Pie Sale 

Thank You 
 

The Knights of Columbus would like to thank everyone who 
helped to make our annual pie sale such a success this year.  
Thanks to your support our Council is able to continue work in 
our parish and local community.  
 

We’d like to share some of our Faith Formation students’ 
offerings of their time, talent and/or treasure. 

mailto:ann.distefano@stannavon.com


 
 

The BULLETIN Board 

The Council Connection 
 
   Parish Council is checking the suggestion/comments box in the Gathering 
Space, and we would like to thank all those parishioners who have taken the 
time to provide their input.  Please know that your thoughtful comments have 
been shared with Father Fontana and other appropriate personnel for their 
attention. 
   As Advent begins the weekend of December 2/3 there are many ways to  
prepare for the birth of Jesus through participation in the Adult Faith  
Formation programs, retreat series, community service, Parish Mission, and 
the Christmas Pageant.  Please consult the Parish bulletin, E-News  and  
website for more details. 
 
Parish Council is hoping to expand its membership.  As an advisory board to 
Father Fontana, we have recently:  

• updated our mission statement,  

• increased communication between Parish Council and the parishioners 
by instituting a suggestion/comment box,  

• supported the creation of the Family Life Ministry and Social Committee, 
and  

• coordinated the first inclusive Volunteer Appreciation Reception for all 
active members in our twenty ministries.   
 

If you are interested in becoming a member and can commit to monthly 
evening meetings, please submit a brief essay to Father Fontana about why 
you would like to join the Council.  Essays can be mailed to Father Fontana at 
289 Arch Road or placed in a collection basket during Mass. 
 
 

On behalf of the Parish Council members, Carole Anderson, Bill Bachhuber, 
Dr. Nelson Bondhus, Carla DuBois, JoEllen Oakes, Eileen Sibson, and Dianne 

Simpson, I wish you a faith-filled Advent season. 
Jane Ellen Peregrin  

 

St. Ann/Avon 
Early Deadlines  

for all  
December  
Bulletin  

Submissions 

Every year during the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays season our 
bulletin publisher has early upload 
deadlines for our bulletins.  
Therefore, your bulletin submissions 
are needed much earlier than is  
typical.  
Please note the deadlines below.  
 

Thank you! 

Submission Deadline... 
...For This  

Weekend’s Bulletin 

Wednesday, November 30th December 9/10 

Wednesday, December 6th December 16/17 

Monday, December 11th December 23/24 

Monday, December 18th December 30/31 

You donated:  205 Turkeys 
  14 Hams 
  $400 in cash 
  $620 in gift cards 
  and loads of fixings!  
 
Wow! Your generosity is heartwarming 

and happily received by  
our recipients at the: 

Avon Food Pantry 
Hartford Catholic Worker 

Food Pantry, Maria Reina De La Paz, Htfd. 
 

With deepest gratitude, 
St. Ann Social Outreach Ministry 

Thank You!  

Muchas Gracias! 






