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CEMETERY SUPERINTENDENT 
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BAPTISM and MARRIAGES:  
Please call the Parish Office: 860-673-9858, ext. 221 

Please schedule marriage dates at least 6 months ahead. Weddings  
cannot be scheduled after the Saturday evening Mass or on Sundays. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE & INSERTS  
Please submit any bulletin announcements to the Parish Office by 2pm 

on the Monday prior to the weekend you would like it published.   
Also, please contact the office to obtain permission to  

insert fliers into the weekly bulletin. 

MASS SCHEDULE: 
 

Monday - Friday:  
9:00 am 

 

Sunday Vigil (Saturday):  
4:00 pm 

 

Sunday:  
7:30, 9:30 and 11:00am 

 

First Friday:  
9:00 am 

CONFESSIONS: 
Saturday: after 4pm Mass 

First Friday: Before 9:00 AM Mass 
Other times by appointment 

 

DEVOTIONS: 
Eucharistic Adoration:  

Mondays 9:30-10:30am 
 

Rosary: 8:30 am, daily 
 

MMP Cenacle: Mondays at 7:15pm  
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tues.- Fri. 
9:30—9:40am in the Sanctuary 

 

Holy Hour: Thursdays at 12noon 
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The Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary 

and Joseph 

 

SATURDAY, December 30 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3  

 

SUNDAY,  December 31 
Adult Choir Rehearsal: will resume January 14th 
Lectio Divina: (check w/leader) 10:30am in Room 3, and via ZOOM  

 
MONDAY, January 1 

 
   

TUESDAY, January 2 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  6 -7:30pm in the church 
 

WEDNESDAY, January 3 
RCIA: 6:30pm in Room 3  
 

THURSDAY, January 4 
Holy Hour: 12 noon in the church  
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: will resume January 11th 
 

FRIDAY, January 5 
Lectio Divina: 9:45am via Zoom (check with leader) 

 

SATURDAY, January 6 
Men’s Breakfast Group: 8:00 am in Room 3  

 

SUNDAY,  January 7 
Adult Choir Rehearsal: will resume January 14th 
Lectio Divina: (check w/leader) 10:30am in Room 3, and via ZOOM  

 
 

*** Please check with your ministry leaders whether or not meetings  
will happen this week.*** 

This Week at St. Ann 

If you are a resident in this area, we hope 
that you will continue to grace us with your 
presence and register with our parish. You 

can do so by stopping by or calling the Parish 
Office (860-673-9858,ext.221).   
You can also register online at:  

www.stannavon.org/register-at-st-ann 
If you are a visitor, we thank you for  
participating in worshiping with us                     

and we hope to see you again! 
SATURDAY, December 30 

4:00 Alice Kuzia, requested by her friends 
  
SUNDAY, December 31,  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

7:30 Alice Kuzia, requested by  
 Deacon Tim and Chris Healy  
9:30 Nancy Boyd-Martin, requested by  
 the Mascoli Family 
11:00 Scott Gill, requested by the Keating Family 
 

Monday, January 1, The Solemnity of Mary 

9:00 Special Intentions  
       
TUESDAY, January 2, Saints Basil the Great and 
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church 

9:00 Arthur Hennig, requested by the family 
      
WEDNESDAY, January 3, The Most Holy Name of Jesus  

9:00 Special Intentions 
     
THURSDAY, January 4, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious  

9:00 Special Intentions 
   
FRIDAY, January 5, Saint John Neumann, Bishop 

9:00 John Lenihan, requested by 
 Tom and Marilyn Lenihan 
         
SATURDAY, January 6, Saint Andre Bessette, Religious 

4:00 Henry Hojnowski, requested by  
 Russell and Diane Koch 
  
SUNDAY, January 7, The Epiphany of the Lord 

7:30 Special Intentions 
9:30 Mike Rubino requested by  
 Guy and Jane Ellen Peregrin 
11:00 Fr. Maynard Kearns, requested by  
 his sister, Julie 
 

Monday, January 1, 2024 

 
 

Solemnity of Mary,  
the Holy Mother of God 

 
 

Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year. 
(Will be celebrated at our 9:00am daily Mass) 
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“Making Sense Out of Suffering”  
Book Study  

 

Have you ever wondered: Why would a good and  
generous God allow suffering?  Why are we –  
especially the innocent - plagued by apparently  
pointless and random pain?  These are certainly  
questions that our children ask, and that athiests 
throw in our faces.  Dr. Peter Kreeft has undertaken a 
real and honest quest inside this difficult topic in his 
book, Making Sense Out of Suffering.  In it, he asks the  
challenging questions, and, drawing from his deep 
well of wisdom, experience and observation as a  
professor of religion and philosophy, wrestles with 
them in ways that are both engaging and convincing.   

Join us for a study of this important 
book on Thursdays from  
9:30am-11am in Room 3,  

January 11-Feb 8.    
Register by December 28  

Contact:  Terry Pendergast,  
terry@frankpendergastinc.com  

Cost: $20.  

The Parish Office will be closed on  
Monday, January 1st  

and will re-open on  
Tuesday, January 2nd. 

Reflect upon the bonds of love which were shared by 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph in their humble home in  
Nazareth. The Holy Family is the model of what each 
of our families should strive to exemplify. Jesus’  
presence was a continuous source of grace for Mary 
and Joseph. 
 
Reflection: .  Our Lord’s Eucharistic grace and              
presence is also available to each of our families.  
“Jesus is a living person always present among us. 
Love Jesus present in the Eucharist.” St John Paul II 

mailto:terry@frankpendergastinc.com
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Weekly Collection for 12/17/23: $5,020.10 
Monthly:  $2,548.00 
Weekly Collection for 12/24/23: will be reported later 

Christmas: will be reported later 
Parish Charities: will be reported later 
Votive Candles for the week ending 12/17/23: $251.09 
Votive Candles for the week ending 12/17/23:  
will be reported later 
2023 Annual Collection total as of 12/18/23: $157,542.00 

Mission (Fr. Bill Garrott): $2,407.00 
 

Online Giving (Dec. 15-22, 2023) 
 Weekly: $2,457.50 
 Monthly: $506.00 
 Christmas: will be reported later  
 Parish Charities: will be reported later 
 

Next Weekend’s 2nd Collection: none 

Weekly Ordinary Income 

Name  
Gave of their  

Time-Talent-Treasure 

Cami helped her dad , charity bike build  
& donated treasure 

Kaylin 
helped her dad clean the yard, helped build 
bikes for other kids & 
donated treasure 

James L. let a friend go before him, helped his sister 
with reading & donated treasure 

Michael Prays every night, reads books and the  
Bible & donated treasure 

Rosie made handmade cards 

John R. Was a wise man in the Christmas pageant 

Brianna R. Was Mary in the Christmas pageant 

Olivia Danced at a nursing home 

Andrew S. Helped his mom with chores, told jokes & 
shared donated treasure 

We’d like to share some of our Faith Formation students’ 
offerings of their time, talent and/or treasure. 



Readings for the Week of 

December 31, 2023 
 
Sunday:  
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3/ 
Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 or Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5 
6,8-9/Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or  
Heb 11:8 ,11-12, 17-19/Lk 2:22-40 or 
2:22, 39-40 
 
Monday:  
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/ 
Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21    
 
Tuesday:  
1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/ 
Jn 1:19-28    
 
Wednesday:  
1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/ 
Jn 1:29-34  
 

Thursday: 
1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42  
 

Friday:   
1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/ 
Jn 1:43-51  
 
Saturday:  
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/
Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34, 
36, 38  
 
Next Sunday:  
Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13  
(see 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

 
 
 
 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

 
 

The Sword and the 
Family 
 

In the first few weeks of parenthood, the 
tears flowed fast and freely, and with very 
little provocation.  
 
Sometimes I wept because it was getting 
dark out, and sometimes because the sun 
was coming up. Sometimes I wept  
because the days were so unbearably 
long. Sometimes I wept because they 
were so cruelly short and slipped past so 
quickly, bearing away with them forever 
these inaugural moments of my daugh-
ter’s life — moments I knew I would long 
for on my deathbed.  
 
So, the inclusion of the Presentation of 
Christ in the Joyful Mysteries of the Ro-
sary has always struck me. The Blessed 
Mother, just a few weeks after giving 
birth, standing at the holy temple: Is she 
tired? Is she emotional? Is she  
frightened? Is she happy? We cannot 

know for sure, but if she is anything like 
most of the postpartum women I know, 
she is all four. But she stands there  
dutifully, offering her baby to the Lord, 
and this is what she is told, “A sword shall 
pierce your heart.” 
 
Joyful? I would have snatched the baby 
back, called the police and sobbed for a 
week.  
 
But Mary knows that Simeon speaks the 
truth, and she cannot receive God’s will 
with anything less than joy, even if it 
means a pierced heart.  
 
Family means love, but love means — 
what, exactly? Pleasure, fulfillment,  
contentment? Yes, but so much more, 
too. Love means you have much to lose.  
 
How full is family life with these beautiful 
moments which, on the surface, look and 
feel painful — but hold within them the 
opportunity to be like Mary, to bow our 
heads and once again say “Yes, Lord.”  
 
“Put on, as God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience,  
bearing with one another and forgiving 
one another…”  
— Colossians 3:12  
©LPi 

I remember the first time my older sister asked me if I 
wanted to hold her newborn son. Terrified, I told her I 
didn’t think it was a good idea. My résumé had  
nothing to suggest I would be a qualified baby holder. 
But she warmly told me, “I’ll help you hold him.” It 
struck me that she is baby’s mother. She is the one 
who decides who is qualified to hold him. I took him in 
my arms and soon I began to feel comfortable with 
that tiny little warm cooing creature in my arms, and 
soon I no longer feared holding him. Now,  
twenty-seven nieces and nephews later, holding a 
newborn child is one of the great joys of my life.   
 
Do we sometimes think that Jesus is given only to the 
highly qualified, special religious people? In the  
Gospel of Luke today we hear about the presentation 
of the Lord in the temple. The newborn son of God is 
passed around like a baton in a relay race, not  
guarded like a precious jewel or a breakable china 
dish. We can see him going from the arms of Mary to 
Joseph, then to the priest performing the ceremony, 
then to Simeon the old man, then to Anna the old 
widow. Each one receiving him and then handing him 
to the next. A tidal wave of joy and thanksgiving  
follows wherever he is placed. 
 
Believe me, you are qualified to hold Jesus in your 
arms. How can I say that with such confidence?  
Because the mother decides who is qualified. The 
Blessed Virgin, embodied in the Church, holds him 
out to you and me. She rejoices to place him in our 
arms to hold, and to hand him on, too.         

  — Father John Muir 

Gospel Meditation 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 

Sunday’s Readings 
 

First Reading: 
 “Your own issue shall be your heir.” 
 The Lord took Abram outside and said, 
 “Look up at the sky and count the stars, if you can.  
 Just so,” he added, “shall your descendant be.”  

(Gn 3:4-5) 
Psalm: 
 The Lord remembers his covenant for ever. (Ps 105) 
Second Reading: 
 By faith he received power to generate, 
     even though he was past the normal age 
     —and Sarah herself was sterile. (Heb 11:11) 
Gospel: 
 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;  
     and the favor of God was upon him. (Lk 2:40) 
 strap I am not worthy to untie.” (Jn 1:23) 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.  The English translation of 
Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 

English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 

Live The Liturgy 
Inspiration of the Week 
 
God’s timing is not always our timing. 
Sometimes, we have to wait years for the 
answer to our prayer. Never despair.  
Remember that God keeps His word. 
    ©LPi 

      

Worship & Meditation: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Questions of the 
Week 
Reflect and Respond to Scripture 
 
First Reading:   
Abraham and Sarah relied on their 
faith in the Lord as they struggled with 
family matters. When have you  
needed to rely on faith when it comes 
to your family?   
 

Second Reading:   
Hebrews teaches us that at every 
challenge in his life, Abraham  
consistently trusted and obeyed God. 
When have you had to surrender 
complete trust to God?  
 

Gospel:  
In their purification ritual in the  
Jerusalem Temple, Mary and Joseph 
learn news from Simeon and Anna 
about their newborn baby, Jesus. In 
your family, how do you deal with 
startling or unsettling news?  
or questioning the faith? 

©LPi 
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The BULLETIN Board 

Divine Mercy Holy Hour  
 

Sunday, January 14, 2024 
2:30 - 3:30pm in the church 

Church of Saint Ann 
 

Please join us for this powerful devotion! 

 

We’re so very grateful to those who  

have helped us reach 90 percent of  

our Annual Collection goal!  If you have  

yet to do so already, please prayerfully  

consider a sacrificial gift to help us  

reach 100% of our goal by the end  

of the year. If you would like a pledge  

form or would like to make an online  

donation, please check our website:  

www.stannavon.org or call the parish  

office. Thank you!  

as of 12/18/23: 






