
Litany	of	Thanksgiving	to	those	who	affirm our universal human dignity	
Mother	Theresa	of	Calcutta,	who	worked	with	the	poorest	of	the	poor, pray for us.	
Father	Flanagan,	who	founded	Boy’s	Town, pray for us.	
Francis	of	Assisi,	who	respected	all	creation	and	even	kissed	the	leper, pray for us.	
Dorothy	Day,	who	spent	her	life	in	Housing	of	Hospitality, pray for us.	
Francis	Xavier,	who	journeyed	all	over	Asia	to	share	the	vision, pray for us.	
Peter	Claver,	who	met	the	slaves	who	came	to	America, pray for us.	
Martin	Luther	King,	who	marched	for	the	rights	of	all, pray for us.	
Rosa	Parks,	who	refused	to	sit	in	the	back	of	the	bus, pray for us.	
Jean	Vanier,	who	calls	people	into	community, pray for us.	
Those	who	feed	the	hungry, pray for us.	
Those	who	shelter	the	homeless, pray for us.	
Those	who	do	the	works	of	mercy, pray for us.	
Those	who	speak	out	for	justice, pray for us.	
Those	who	take	time	with	the	elderly, pray for us.	
Those	who	work	with	children, pray for us.	
Those	who	journey	with	the	disabled, pray for us.	
Those	who	share	the	vulnerability, pray for us.	
Those	who	listen	to	others	in	their	need pray for us.	
Those	who	proclaim	equality	for	all, pray for us. 

(Source unknown)	
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As we reflect on the Collect for today’s Liturgy, the 
people and tasks listed in the Litany of 
Thanksgiving, reflect the spirit of the prayer prayed 
throughout our world. We need to remember that as 
the Liturgy is given to us, it is prayed by Catholic 
Christians throughout the world. So often we may 
forget that the many time zones throughout the 

world celebrate the mysteries of our faith, praying the same prayers! 
With the Universal Church we can pray the Psalm (Pslam 145: 1-2, 8-11, 13-14) we need to recall 
that this has echoed throughout the world: 

I	will	extol	you,	O	my	God	and	King,	
and	I	will	bless	your	name	forever	and	ever.	

Every	day	will	I	bless	you,	
and	I	will	praise	your	name	forever	and	ever.	

We	know	that	the	worldwide	community	of	faith	brings	myriads	of	strength	and	
weakness,	all	of	us	dependent	on	the	faith,	hope	and	love	of	one	another.	

Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time                                                             October 30, 2016 
Almighty and merciful God, 

by whose gift  your faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, 
we pray, that we may hasten without stumbling 

to receive the things you have promised. 
                       Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

                                                               who live and reigns with you 
                                                               in the unity of the Holy Spirit,   
                                                           one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

                                                  Collect for the Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Each day the  Catholic Church  gives us Scripture on which we can reflect and use as  guides  
for our everyday life. There is a way that we can use the scripture for our daily prayer called  
Lectio  Divina. “This	method	of	prayer	goes	back	to	the	early	monastic	tradition.	There	
were	not	bibles	for	everyone	and	not	everyone	knew	how	to	read.	So	the	monks	gathered	
in	chapel	to	hear	a	member	of	the	community	reading	from	the	scripture.	In	this	exercise	
they	were	taught	and	encouraged	to	listen	with	their	hearts	because	it	was	the	Word	of	
God	that	they	were	hearing.	
When	a	person	wants	to	use	Lectio	Divina	as	a	prayer	
form	today,	the	method	is	very	simple.	When	one	is	a	
beginner,	it	is	better	to	choose	a	passage	from	one	of	the	
Gospels	or	epistles,	usually	ten	or	fifteen	verses.	Some	
people	who	regularly	engage	in	this	method	of	prayer	
choose	the	epistle	or	the	Gospel	for	the	Mass	of	the	day	
as	suggested	by	the	Catholic	Church.	
First	one	goes	to	a	quiet	place	and	recalls	that	one	is	about	to	listen	to	the	Word	of	God.	
Then	one	reads	the	scripture	passage	aloud	to	let	oneself	hear	with	his	or	her	own	ears	
the	words.	When	one	finishes	reading,	pause	and	recall	if	some	word	or	phrase	stood	out	
or	something	touched	one’s	heart.	If	so,	pause	and	savor	the	insight,	feeling,	or	
understanding.	Then	go	back	and	read	the	passage	again	because	it	will	have	a	fuller	
meaning.	Pause	again	and	note	what	happened.	If	one	wants	to	dialogue	with	God	or	
Jesus	in	response	to	the	word,	one	should	follow	the	prompting	of	one’s	heart.	This	kind	of	
reflective	listening	allows	the	Holy	Spirit	to	deepen	awareness	of	God’s	taking	the	
initiative	to	speak	with	us.	
Lectio	Divina	can	also	be	an	effective	form	for	group	prayer.	After	a	passage	is	read,	there	
can	be	some	extended	silence	for	each	person	to	savor	what	he	or	she	has	heard,	
particularly	noting	whether	any	word	or	phrase	became	a	special	focus	of	attention.	
Sometimes	groups	invite	members,	if	they	so	desire,	to	share	out	loud	the	word	or	phrase	
that	struck	them.	This	is	done	without	discussion.	Then	a	different	person	from	the	group	



would	read	the	passage	again	with	a	pause	for	silence.	Different	emphasis	might	be	
suggested	after	each	reading:	What	gift	does	this	passage	lead	me	to	ask	from	the	Lord?	
What	does	this	passage	call	me	to	do?	The	prayer	can	be	concluded	with	an	Our	Father.	
Whether	one	prays	individually	or	in	a	group,	Lectio	Divina	is	a	flexible	and	easy	way	to	
pray.	One	first	listens,	notes	what	is	given	and	responds	in	a	way	one	is	directed	by	the	
Holy	Spirit.	
The	early	Christians	did	not	waste	a	lot	of	energy	looking	back	and	wishing	they	had	been	
born	a	hundred	years	earlier	so	they	could	have	walked	with	Jesus.	Instead	they	focused	
on	coming	to	know	Christ	in	three	powerful	ways:	through	the	sacraments,	especially	the	
Eucharist;	the	stories	and	emerging	writings	about	Jesus;	and	his	powerful	presence	when	
they	gathered	in	his	name.	
Saint	Ignatius	Loyola	invited	a	person	when	an	individual	made	a	retreat	in	the	pattern	of	
his	Spiritual	Exercises	to	pray	to	come	to	know	Christ	so	that	one	may	love	him	in	a	more	
real	way	and	following	from	this	knowledge	and	love	become	a	more	faithful	disciple.	
In	order	to	grow	in	this	faith	knowledge,	Ignatius	invited	the	retreatant	to	engage	in	a	
prayer	method	called	contemplation.	This	is	not	some	kind	of	mystical	prayer	but	a	
prayer	form	in	which	one	uses	his	or	her	senses	in	an	imaginative	way	to	reflect	on	a	
Gospel	passage.	One	uses	the	senses,	seeing,	hearing,	tasting,	touching,	and	smelling	to	
make	the	Gospel	scene	real	and	alive.	
Here	is	a	way	of	engaging	in	this	prayer	form	which	is	relaxing	and	rather	easy.	
1. Select	a	passage	from	one	of	the	Gospels	in	which	Jesus	is	interacting	with	others.	
2. Recall	what	one	is	doing	in	engaging	with	the	Word	of	God	and	what	one	desires	
from	this	encounter.	God	is	present	and	because	God	is	present	one	relies	on	God.	

3. Read	the	Gospel	passage	twice	so	that	the	story	and	the	details	of	the	story	become	
familiar.	

4. Close	one’s	eyes	and	reconstruct	the	scene	in	one’s	imagination.	See	what	is	going	
on	and	watch	the	men	and	women	in	the	scene.	What	does	Jesus	look	like?	How	do	
the	others	react	to	him?	What	are	the	people	saying	to	one	another?	What	emotions	
fill	their	words?	Is	Jesus	touching	someone?	As	one	enters	into	the	scene,	sometimes	
there	is	the	desire	to	be	there.	So	a	person	can	place	oneself	in	the	scene,	perhaps	as	
an	observer,	as	one	lining	up	for	healing,	or	as	one	helping	others	to	Jesus.	

5. Some	people’s	imaginations	are	very	active	so	they	construct	a	movie-like	scenario	
with	a	Gospel	passage.	Others	will	enter	the	scene	with	verbal	imagination,	
reflecting	on	the	scene	and	mulling	over	the	actions.	Vividness	is	not	a	criteria	for	
the	effectiveness	of	this	kind	of	prayer.	Engagement	is	and	the	result	is	a	more	
interior	knowledge	of	Jesus.	

6. As	one	finishes	this	time	of	prayer,	one	should	take	a	moment	to	speak	person	to	
person	with	Christ	saying	what	comes	from	the	heart.” 

http://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-what-how-why-of-prayer/praying-with-scripture 
When	we	are	choosing	a	passage	of	scripture	it	is	good	to	see	the	
context	from	which	the	scripture	is	taken.		The	gospel	for	today	(Luke	
19:1-10)	follows	parables	on	how	people	should	pray,	followed	by	a	
passage	on	how	we	need	to	become	like	little	children.		In	reflecting	
on	today’s	Gospel	we	hear	about	Zacchaeus	who	was	short	in	
stature.	Though	he	was	a	man	who	is	wealthy	and	the	chief	tax	
collector	of	Jericho	he	did	not	worry	about,	what	people	would	think	
about	him.		He	climbed	into	a	Sycamore	tree	just	as	Jesus	was	
passing	by.		This	in	itself	is	comical	if	we	think	about	it.		
When	we	observe	little	children	in	church	we	perceive	them	straining	to	be	able	to	see	
what	is	happening	in	front	of	them.		They	will	climb	on	the	pews	or	on	the	kneelers	to	
be	able	to	see.	
For	no	discernible	reason	when	Jesus	was	passing	by	he	looked	into	the	tree	and	saw	
Zacchaeus.	Jesus	then	said	to	Zacchaeus,	“Come	down	quickly	for	today	I	must	stay	in	
your	house.”	(Luke	19:5)	Doing	this	Jesus	did	not	care	about	what	the	local	people	would	
think	about	him.	The	locals	began	grumbling	saying,	“He	is	gone	to	stay	at	the	house	of	a	
sinner.”	(Luke	19:7)	
This	judgementalism	can	be	paralleled	by	some	peoples’	current	vision	of	immigrants,	
people	of	different	religions,	nationalities,	or	races.	We	can	be	criticized	or	criticize	
when	we	share	a	meal	at	our	table,	a	place	of	acceptance	and	hospitality.	
The	conversation	that	follows	seems	unusual	in	light	of	the	locals’	vision	of	tax	
collectors:	Zacchaeus said, “’Behold,	half	of	my	possessions,	Lord,	I	shall	give	to	the	poor, 
and	if	I	have	extorted	anything	from	anyone shall repay it four times over.’ And	Jesus	said	
to	him, ‘Today	salvation	has	come	to	this	house because	this	man	too	is	a	descendant	of	
Abraham.	For	the	Son	of	Man	has	come	to	seek and	to	save	what	was	lost.’” (Luke 19: 8-10) 
This statement of Jesus is reminiscent of the parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the 
lost son found it earlier in the Gospel of Luke. 
When we use this scripture for direction in our life, in Ordinary Time, the first reading gives 
us a clue of the scene of the gospel. Today, in our reading from the Book of Wisdom we are 
reminded that	“you	have	mercy	on	all,	because	you	can	do	all	things;	and	you	overlook	
people's	sins	that	they	may	repent. For	you	love	all	things	that	are	and	loathe	nothing	
that	you	have	made; for	what	you	hated,	you	would	not	have	fashioned.” (Wisdom 11:23-24)   
In many ways this is reminiscent of the Jubilee year for Mercy. 
	


