
Church of  St. William 
6200 Rising Sun Avenue 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

FIRST SUNDAY OF  

Advent 
NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

Watch therefore; you do not 

know when the Lord of  the 

house is coming, whether in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at 

cockcrow, or in the morning. 



Church of St. William 
6200 Rising Sun Avenue 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19111 

CHURCH IS OPEN 
Monday thru Friday (6am to 1pm);    Saturday (8am-6pm);    Sunday (7am-9pm) 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS 

BAPTISM (Lower Church) 
Spanish:   3rd Sunday of the month at 12:00PM 
English:    2nd or 4th Sunday of the month at 1:00PM 

Pre-Baptismal Instructions (Rectory Basement) 
Spanish:   2nd Wednesday 7:00PM 
English:    1st Sunday at 1:00PM 

For information or scheduling a Baptism, please email Deacon Bill 
Moser (English) or Sister Rose (Spanish) at the following: 

deaconmoser@churchofstwilliam.com 
s.rose@churchofstwilliam.com 
 
CONFIRMATION      
Bishops are Ordinary ministers of Confirmation.   
Archbishop Nelson Perez will administer the Sacrament next Fall 
(2021) in our church.  Training of candidates will begin soon.   
 
RECONCILIATION IN CHURCH 
(Confessions are heard at the front side altar only) 
Saturday:               4:00—4:45PM 
Eve of Holy Days:            4:00—4:45PM   
Eve of First Fridays:        After 12:00 Noon Mass only 
For personal request, contact the Rectory. 
 
MATRIMONY 
Weddings are scheduled on Saturdays at 11:00AM, 1:00PM, or 
3:00PM in the Upper Church; 2:00PM in the Lower Church.  
Couples intending marriage must contact our Pastor at least six 
months prior to the intended date of marriage.    
Contact: pastor@churchofstwilliam.com 

For required marriage preparation contact the rectory or 
PhillyCatholicMarriagePrep.com 

For wedding music contact Ken Houser, Music Director at                                     
music@churchofstwilliam.com. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Sacrament of healing and God’s blessings for those who are sick 
or in serious condition. Parishioners in serious illness, please con-
tact our parish priests.  Anyone unable to attend Mass due to ill-
ness may call the Rectory to make arrangements to receive Com-
munion in their home. 

PASTOR    Rev. Alfonso J. Concha (Fr. Al) 

PAROCHIAL VICAR   Rev. Tariq Isaac   Pakistani Community  

IN RESIDENCE  Rev. Augusto Concha (Fr. Gus) retired 

HAITIAN COMMUNITY   Rev. Eugene Almonor, O.M.I. 

DEACONS   Rev. Mr. William Moser  &  Rev. Mr. Felipe Cruz 

SUPERIOR / HISPANIC COMMUNITY    Sr. Rose Patrice, IHM 

PREP COORDINATOR      Julia Thillet 

Be Kind to your Neighbors 

Please remember  
to wear your facemask  

while in church. 

SUNDAY        MON—FRI 
Vigil 5:00pm (Saturday)                  6:30am 
7:30am, 9am, 12pm, 8pm         12:00pm 

10:30am   -     Spanish 
4:00pm     -     Urdu     SATURDAY 
5:30pm     -     Creole                  8:00am 

Our church livestreams Mass on Sundays 

9:00am (English) and 10:30am (Spanish) 

Facebook.com/StWilliamPhila 

Keep holy the Lord’s Day 

Office Hours         
Monday thru Friday   8:45am—3:30pm  (closed 11:45am-12:30pm) 

 
Rectory:   215-745-1389         Fax:  215-745-8432 
Convent:  215-745-3513            PREP:  215-745-1389 
 
Website:      www.churchofstwilliam.com 
Email:          office@churchofstwilliam.com 
Facebook:   www.facebook.com/StWilliamPhila/ 

To Prepare for Christmas 

Confessions  
3 priests available in lower church 

Wednesday ~ December 16  (6:30-8pm) 

Saturday     ~ December 19 (4:00-4:45pm) 

 

Safer at Home Restrictions 

November 20, 2020 to January 1, 2021 

The City of Philadelphia has issued Safer at Home re-

strictions, due to the recent increase of the Coronavirus in 

Philadelphia.  These restrictions state that religious institu-

tions are permitted to have only 5% capacity in their church-

es.  This means that we are allowed 60 people in our church 

for each Mass.  It is recommended that people voluntarily 

stay at home during this period and watch Mass on TV dur-

ing this time.  The sick and elderly must stay at home.    

We welcome those not sick and in good health to attend 

Mass, but we are limited to 60 people at a Mass.  Please re-

member to wear your facemask and keep a distance of 6 feet 

between people.   

Thank you for your cooperation and support.            Fr. Al 



Week of November 29, 2020 

Sunday, November 29 
5:00pm (Vigil)  Mary Jane Halbherr 
7:30am             Harry Joseph &  
                          Charlie Stevens 

9:00am  Joe Doroba, Sr. 
10:30am Elidia Ramos 
12:00pm Peggy Ann Smith 

8:00pm  Ellen Jones 

  
Monday, November 30 
6:30am  Thuy Ngo 

12:00pm Jeanette Meehan 
 

Tuesday, December 1 
6:30am  Sr. Patrick Mary, IHM 

12:00pm Margaret Kent (5th anniversary) 

 
Wednesday, December 2 
6:30am  Rev. Thomas Owens 

12:00pm   Msgr. James E. Mortimer 
  
Thursday, December 3 
6:30am  Sr. Mary Ann Leahy, IHM 
12:00pm          Sarah Garcia 
 
Friday, December 4 
6:30am  Ellen Jones 
12:00pm Danny & Mary Logue 

 
Saturday, December 5 
8:00am  Michael Nyce (4th anniversary) 

5:00pm  Mass of Thanksgiving 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2020 
 

FOCUS:  Let us be ever watchful for our God, who comes 

to us in ordinary circumstances. 

Perhaps, like Isaiah, we long for God to perform a breath-

taking miracle that would make us sit up and take notice.  

Yet, as people of faith, we are called to see God in the ordi-

nary. Advent gives us the opportunity to take time to pray—

to sharpen our vision of God’s presence in our daily lives. 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD:  The prophet Isaiah speaks of 

the longing of the people of Israel for God’s return and help 

in times of trouble: That he would rend the heavens and 

come down, such that mountains would quake and awe-

some deeds take place. Paul give thanks for the grace of God 

bestowed on the Corinthians, and assures them that they are 

not lacking in any spiritual gift.  In today’s Gospel, Jesus 

tells his disciples, Be watchful!  Be alert!  For they do not 

know when the Lord of the house is coming. 

  

REFLECTION:   Advent has begun and we need this sea-

son’s reminder to be alert to Jesus’ entry into our lives. For 

who among us has not dozed in our service of the Lord? 

Jesus’ words of warning awake us to full disciple-readiness. 

This day Christ will again come into our lives. Are we doing 

what he told us?  “Watch.”  

 

So we ask ourselves: 

 The Lord is coming.  What daily practice can help me 

stay alert, so that I can detect Jesus’ presence when he 

enters my life? 

 What will help me become more aware of Christ al-

ready with me in all aspects of my life? 

Every Saturday ~ 12:00pm to 4:45pm 
Lower Church 

Carmella Dick   Donna Griffin 
Patricia Jordan   Michael Wilson 
Loretta LaBarge   Elizabeth Junod 
Francisco Perez   Linda Richardson 
Tim Esack   River Fisher Ritter  

Shannon Esack        Peter Feledick       Francisco DeJesus 
Adele Volpe     Anna Clozio       Josephine Starkman 
Isabelle Schmidt      Carol Petroski       Braydon Mulholland 
Abigail Hamilton       Matt Koreck            Alonso Castillo 
Nyzaiah Ramon       Betty Harding         Patricia McShaffry 
Robert McGrody      Vincent Florian       Carol Raudenbush 
Elva McGuire 

We will keep the names of the sick on the list for a few months and then 
remove them.  If you would like the name to reappear, please contact 
the rectory. 

Please pray for the souls of the faithful departed 

Advent is the time of more than 
usual eager longing, awaiting our 
revelation as children of God.  It is 
the waiting for Christ’s coming in 
grace on the Nativity ever more to 
us and for his final coming, when 
God’s plan will be fully realized in 
all who have put on Christ by faith 
and baptism. 

God gives us this plan in the words of the prophets.  And 
the Church gives us their words in Advent.  From the day 
of the Annunciation onward, Mary, more than anyone else 
in the world, had the privilege of knowing that in all truth 
God is the One who comes into the world.  It is by medi-
tating on his mystery that we begin to understand that 
One who is called “the Son of the Most High” has linked 
our lot with his own by becoming man and that he will  
return to inaugurate his eternal kingdom by saving us. 

During Advent, our constant prayer should be: “Come, 
Lord Jesus!” 

 



Anyone who has questions 
about the Catholic faith, the 
sacraments, and living the 
Christian life are invited to 
join us Wednesday evenings 

at 7:00pm in the lower church.  If you know someone who would 
like to join us, please contact Deacon Bill Moser at  
deaconmoser@churchofstwilliam.com.  We welcome YOU! 

We invite all our parishioners to participate in the Novenas 
during the month of December in your own home with your 
family.  We ask that you register by contacting the rectory at 
215-745-1389.   

 
             Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
                   December 3-11 at 7:00pm 
         December 12 ~ Mass in Spanish at 7:00pm 
 

     Las Posadas 
                           December 14-22 at 7:00pm 
Las Posadas commemorates the journey that 
Joseph and Mary made to Bethlehem in search 
of a safe refuge where Mary could give birth 
to the baby Jesus. 

Please feel free to take an 
ornament from the tree lo-
cated in the back of church 
and purchase the gift noted 
on the tag.  Please either 
drop your gift in an envelope 
in the collection basket by 

Sunday, December 13 or deliver to the rectory by Mon-
day, December 14.  Thank you for your support. 

$20 
Place your order 
215-745-1389 

Benefits 

St. William Youth Group 
 

Deadline to place order ~ December 5 
Distribution of wreaths ~ December 12-13 

HOPE  for  the  HOLIDAYS 
You can bring joy and hope to families in immigration de-
tention, and to children who crossed our borders alone, 
by writing and decorating holiday cards in English or 
Spanish. 
Write a message of hope and encouragement on a 
Christmas card.  Draw a picture or share your favorite 
poem, quote or Bible verse to personalize the card. Sign 
the card with your first name (no last name nor address).    
Put the card (no envelope) in the box in the church vesti-
bule by December 3.  For more info, call S. Rose at 215-
745-3513. 

SCRIP Program  ~  This is a great time to open a 
Scrip account at Presentation BVM Church especially 
with the holidays coming up.  You don’t need to have 
children currently in school to open one.    

As you purchase these gift cards, you earn tuition    
credits either for yourself or others.   

You can sign up for online scrip purchases at 
www.shopwithscrip.com and contact Presentation for 
the enrollment code.  Online scrip allows you access to 
over 795 stores.  Presentation church has 75 stores cur-
rently in stock at their office.  For info call Nicole at 215-
939-3900 or email presbvmscrip@gmail.com. 

Financial Report 
The weekend of December 5-6, there will be a short 
presentation regarding the parish annual financial report 
to the Archdiocese.  This is an opportunity for the parish 
to be informed about our income and expenses for the 
past fiscal year. 

The Advent Wreath 
Advent is a time of preparation for our hearts and minds for the 
anniversary of the Lord’s birth on Christmas.  The Advent 
wreath and candles are full of symbolism tied to the Christmas 
season.  The wreath itself, which is made of various ever-
greens, signifies continuous life.  The circle of the wreath, 
which has no beginning or end, symbol-
izes the eternity of God, the immortality 
of the soul, and the everlasting life we 
find in Christ.  Even the individual ever-
greens that make up the wreath have 
their own meaning that can be adapted 
to our faith.  The laurel signifies victory 
over persecution and suffering.  The 
pine, holly and yew signify immortality 
and the cedar signifies strength and 
healing.  The pine cones that decorate the wreath symbolize 
life and resurrection.  The wreath as a whole is meant to re-
mind us of both the immortality of our souls and God’s promise 
of everlasting life to us through Christ. 

The candles also have their own special significance.  The four 
candles represent the four weeks of Advent, and one candle is 
lit each Sunday.  Three of the candles are purple because the 
color violet is a liturgical color that signifies a time of prayer, 
penance, and sacrifice.  The first candle symbolizes hope.  It 
represents the expectation felt in anticipation of the coming 
Messiah.  The second candle represents faith and is a remind-
er of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.  The third can-
dle is pink and symbolizes joy.  It is meant to remind us of the 
joy that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well as 
the joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint of Advent.  
On the fourth week we light the final purple candle to mark the 
final week of prayer and penance as we wait for the birth of our 
Savior.  It reminds us of the message of the angels:  
“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.” 

During November,  
Pope Francis asks us to 
pray that the progress of  

robotics and artificial 
intelligence may always 

serve humankind. 



DOMINGO, NOVIEMBRE 29, 2020 

PRIMER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO ~ AÑO B   

"VELEN, PORQUE NO SABEN CUANDO VENDRÁ 

EL DUEÑO DE LA CASA "!  

Hoy empezamos el tiempo de Adviento, tiempo de vigi-

lancia, de preparación y de oración para la venida de 

Jesús en esta Navidad. El Adviento es tiempo de esperan-

za que nos llama a la conversión.  Y la conversión es un 

regalo de Dios a cada uno de nosotros. Solo El Señor 

puede cambiar los corazones y aún nuestras malas cos-

tumbres. El Evangelio de este Domingo nos llama a una 

vigilancia activa, tanto a nivel personal como también a 

nivel comunitario. Y nos dice: " vigilen ", una y otra vez. 

Pues no sabemos el momento de la venida del Dueño de 

la casa. Puede ser en el atardecer, a la medianoche o al 

amanecer. Por eso nos urge estar en vela y atentos, ven-

ciendo el cansancio, la somnolencia durante este tiempo 

de espera para la venida del Señor. Dios viene a nuestras 

vidas de manera inesperada, y nos  ofrece su gracia y su 

amor. Que El Señor nos encuentre vigilantes y en oración. 

La Santa Misa     10:30 en español 
 

¡Están todos bienvenidos!  

     Si usted está  enfermo o no puede venir, 
puede encontrár uná misá en vivo.   
 www.facebook.com/StWilliamPhila/  

 

     Hay normas muy sencillas pero importantes  

• Por favor, póngase una máscara facial.   

• La Comunión se ofrecerá  en la mano.   

• La iglesia se esteriliza después de cada misa 
 

     La Adoración al Santísimo será  en lá Iglesiá los    
sá bádos de 12:00 pm á 4:45 pm. 

“HOPE  for the  HOLIDAYS” 
 

      Puedes llevar alegría y esperanza a las familias 

en detención migratoria, y a los niños que cruzaron 

nuestras fronteras solos, escribiendo y decorando 

tarjetas navideñas en español.    

     Escribe mensajes de esperanza y aliento en tarjetas navideñas. 

Dibuje o pinta o comparta su poema favorito, cita o versículo bíbli-

co para personalizar la tarjeta. Firme la tarjeta  con tu nombre (NO 

apellido ni dirección).    

     Entrega la tarjeta (sin sobre)  en la caja en el vestíbulo de la igle-

sia para el 3 de diciembre ¡Bendiciones! 

CONSULTAS  sobre  la  INMIGRACIÓN: 
 

HIAS      2100 Arch St.  3rd floor               215-832-0900 
Servicios Sociales Católicos:   227 North 18th Street,    215-854-7019  
NSM:   2601 Potter  St.                                                       215-279-7060 

Todos están invitados a celebrar las Novenas del Diciembre :  en tu hogar, con tu familia 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Más información:   s.rose@churchofstwilliam.com 

Novena en casa:  La Guadalupana   
3 de dic. al 11 de dic. a las 7:00 pm 

Reunión:  22 de nov.  después de la Misa 
 

Celebración Guadalupana  
12 de dic.   Misa a las  7:00 pm 

 
Novena en casa:  Las Posadas 

14 de dic. al 22 de dic.  a las 7:00 pm 
Reunión  22 de nov.  después de la Misa 

 

 

Los  SACRAMENTOS: 
 

Bautismo: Registraciones con Nidia Cruz o con   
          S. Rose (s.rose@churchofstwilliam.com) 
Matrimonio:  Cita con Padre Al 
Enfermos:  Llama Padre Al o Ida Jiménez 
 

Clases  de  PREP:   

 Domingo, 9:00—10:00 am:     Niveles 1,2,3,4,5 

 Martes, 6:30—7:30 pm:   Nivel 6, RCIA, H.S. 
 

Confirmación para adultos:   
      Charlas: los domingos  9-10 am  en el sótano    
 de la rectoría con Diacono y Nidia Cruz 
Sacramento de Confirmación   
 para jóvenes y adultos:    otoño 2021  

    Celebrante: Arzobispo Nelson Pérez 
 
  El Círculo de Oración:  los viernes en la Iglesia   
   6:30—8:30 pm  

Celebración de la Corona de Adviento  
Primer Domingo de Adviento:      El amor familiar 

 

Lectura bíblica:  San Marcos 13, 33-37 
Vela:    Encender la primera vela 
Oración:     Dios Padre, gracias por 
darnos una familia.  Te pedimos 
que, ahora que comienza el advien-
to, en nuestra  familia podamos de-
mostrarnos el amor que nos tene-
mos y vivamos cada día más unidos. 
Te pedimos llenar nuestro  hogar de tu amor divino. Te 
lo pedimos por Jesucristo nuestro Señor.    Amén. 
Para cantar: "Ven, Ven, Señor, no tardes" 

COVID-19    Protecciones de Desalojo 
www.phillytenánt.org                267-443-2500 

    Compartir el espíritu Navideño con una familia 
que está en necesidad.  Escoge un adorno que tiene 
una cantidad de una tarjeta de regalo.  Favor de 
comprar la tarjeta de regalo y entregarla a la rectoría 
para 13 de diciembre para ayudar una familia de la 
parroquia.            Gracias. 


