
RETURN TO SCHOOL

2021 PLAN

2021-2022 Schoo� Year



INTRODUCTION & PURPOSE

Rejoice always; Pray continually; Give thanks in all circumstances.
1 Thessalonians 5:16—18

With great hope, excitement, and optimism we look forward to a new 2021‐2022 school year that brings our core
conversations back to those of teaching and learning, and brings our community back to a place of shared joy,
connection, and purpose. Now, on what we all hope is the back end of the COVID‐19 pandemic, we set our sights
on getting back to what is most important to St. Patrick School ‐ the ongoing Catholic formation and education of
the whole child ‐ in mind, heart, and spirit ‐ in the preparation for a life of commitment and service. We are so
very proud of how well our teachers, students, and parents navigated the last year and a half. And, we are so
excited and grateful to welcome you back for another amazing year at St. Patrick School!

This new Return to School 2021 Plan is simply intended to provide updated information on any protocols or
procedures that may or may not be in place as we begin this new school year. Like last year, our plan is built upon
the guidance, mandates and recommendations of health officials; it is strongly aligned to the reopening guidelines
that have been provided by our Governor Murphy, state and local leaders and the Diocese of Paterson Catholic
Schools Office.

St. Patrick School remains deeply committed to dynamic planning and preparation for a safe return to school for
the 2021‐2022 academic school year. We are dedicated to providing the safest and most effective methods of
learning and instruction while balancing the greatest sense of normalcy for students, faculty, staff, and parents. We
aim for clear planning and vision as we continue to provide a Christ‐centered, rigorous academic educational
experience for students that parents trust and rely upon as the superior choice for their child’s education now and
into the future.

This planning tool is intended to be fluid (a living document) as it is designed to reflect the latest
information from national, state, and local public health experts regarding returning for the 2021‐2022
school year. Please trust that we will monitor the situation locally and within Morris County and make
changes, as necessary. The information contained within is subject to change at any time as new
information emerges from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the New Jersey Department of Health
(NJDOH) and in accordance with updated guidance from the New Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE), the Diocese of Paterson Catholic Schools Office, and our local government and county health
department in Westfield.



RETURNING TO SCHOOL AND HEALTH & SAFETY

At this time, we are fully anticipating a return to school on September 1 for a full day (7:50AM - 2:40PM) for all
students as originally planned and communicated.

Traditional School Setting ‐ Face to Face: All of our students will return to in‐person school. There will not be
any remote learning.

At this time we are still awaiting information on policies regarding close contact, quarantines, and returning to
school after a positive COVID test.

Accessing Campus

Access to the St. Patrick School campus will be open to limited visitors upon appointment and approval from the
administration. All visitors, regardless of vaccination status, will be required to wear a mask and enter through the
new main entrance on Chatham Street and pass the safety screening prior to entry.

Daily Health Waiver

At this time, a Daily Health Waiver will not be required for students.

Masking

As per Governor Murphy’s Executive Order #251 on August 6, 2021, masks will be required for all students -
Pre-K3 through Grade 8 - and faculty/staff inside all buildings on campus until further notice. Masks must be a
solid color and cover the student’s nose and mouth at all times.

Please see EO#251 at the following link: https://nj.gov/infobank/eo/056murphy/pdf/EO-251.pdf

Hand Sanitizing & Washing

Hand sanitizer will continue to be placed at building entrances and will continue to be available for students in
classrooms.

In addition to regular handwashing, students, staff, and visitors are encouraged to correctly apply hand sanitizer
when entering buildings or classrooms.

Cleaning & Disinfecting

Commonly‐touched surfaces will be sanitized multiple times a day by teachers and maintenance staff.

Only approved cleaners will be used every night in all classrooms, restrooms, offices, and other common spaces.

High traffic areas such as offices or other spaces will have their own cleaning protocol.



SCHOOL OPERATIONS

Day To Day

All St. Patrick School students will return to school in‐person full-time - 7:50AM - 2:40PM - in September,
unless a part-time schedule is chosen by parents for PK-3 and Pre-K4 students.

As per New Jersey Executive Order #251, the wearing of masks is required for all students - Pre-K3 through
Grade 8 - and faculty/staff at this time inside all buildings on campus. Masks must be a solid color and cover the
student’s nose and mouth at all times. As per Governor Murphy, the masking mandate may change at any time.

Morning Prayer

It is expected that St. Patrick School’s traditional Morning Prayer, hosted by Dr. Ross and held in the gymnasium
with all students, will resume on September 1. This is subject to change at any time.

Scheduling

Students in Grades 4-8 will be moving and changing classrooms, where appropriate. Grades 4/5 will be a cohort
and the Middle School will be a cohort. Protocols and guidelines for movement will be strictly adhered to. For
Early Childhood and Kindergarten through Grade 3, each grade/class is a cohort.

Specials classes, including Spanish, Art and Music will take place in the homeroom classroom. Physical
Education (PE) will take place in the gym per guidelines. Daily recess will take place outside, weather permitting.

Busing

Busing will be in place as provided by the School District of the Chathams.

All families with students in Kindergarten - Grade 8 must submit a B6T Transportation Form whether or not your
child will ride the bus.

As per guidance from Governor Murphy, the NJDOH and NJDOE, all students on buses will be required to wear
masks.

Car Line

All families will use the car line for arrival and dismissal. There will be no parking in the lot during these times.
Faculty, staff, and safety patrol will be available to assist students in designated areas only.  Parents/adults may
not exit the car and all items must be with the student.

The only exception to this is the first day of school - September 1. ONE PARENT PER FAMILY may attend
Morning Prayer on the first day of school. Parents should park in the parking lot and proceed with their child(ren)



to the gym. Masks required. No photos or videos may be taken in the gym during Morning Prayer. First day
of school photos should be taken at home.

Arrival

Morning Drop‐off will take place in front of the Parish Center. Arrival is between 7:30AM - 7:50AM, when the
bell rings.  There will not be a Daily Health Waiver or health screening form required at morning drop-off.

Cars must enter the parking lot from the farthest Chatham Street entrance from the school and form a SINGLE
CAR LINE. NO PARKING TO DROP OFF STUDENTS. ADULTS MUST REMAIN IN THE CAR AT
ALL TIMES.

Dismissal

Students in all grades will be dismissed by family starting at 2:40PM.

All cars must clearly have the family last name visible in the passenger side visor in the front window. Tags will
be made available to families on August 31 at the Welcome Back to School Event.

Cars must enter the parking lot from the farthest Chatham Street entrance from the school and form a SINGLE
CAR LINE. NO PARKING TO PICK UP STUDENTS.

ALL ADULTS MUST REMAIN IN THE CAR AT ALL TIMES. NO ONE AT ANY TIME MAY EXIT THE
CAR.

Students who walk to and from school or ride their bike must present written permission from their parents to the
teacher at least one day in advance. These students must obey all safety laws and cross only at crosswalks. They
may not walk through the parking lot. The school, faculty and administration does not accept responsibility for
these students once they have been dismissed.  For students who walk/ride everyday, a form (Found on the Parent
Portal) must be submitted to the teacher on the first day of school.  These directives will apply regardless of the
weather, so children should be dressed accordingly.

Appointments/Late Arrivals

If a student has a doctor or other appointment during school hours, they are permitted to leave the school as per
the Parent/Student Handbook. Students who leave campus for any reason may not return to school on the same
day.

If a student has a doctor or other appointment and needs to arrive late to school, the student will be permitted to
arrive late and to be signed in by their parent or guardian.

Lunchtime

Students will eat lunch either in the lunch room or in their homeroom classroom.

Lunch may be ordered from our food service provider (No Fuss Lunch), or students may bring lunch from home.
No Fuss Lunch will begin service on Tuesday, September 7. Lunch will not be available on September 1 and 2. No
Fuss Lunch can be found online at https://nofusslunch.com/

Daily School Mass/All School Mass

Daily school Mass will not take place at this time. This will be re-evaluated regularly throughout the school year.

All School Mass will be attended by all grades per current guidelines.



Uniforms

St. Patrick School students will continue to wear uniforms.  See handbook for the guidelines.

The homeroom teacher will notify parents as to which days their child will participate in PE. On those days, the
required PE uniforms should be worn with sneakers.

To celebrate the 150th anniversary of St. Patrick School students will be allowed to wear a spirit shirt, t-shirt or
sweatshirt with their uniform bottoms on the 15th day of each month. Where the 15th day does not fall on a
weekday, please refer to the calendar on the Parent Portal for details.

Specials Classes

Art, Drama (for the Middle School in the spring), Music and Spanish will take place in the homeroom classrooms.

Physical Education will take place in the gym per all current guidelines.

Recess

Recess will occur outdoors, weather permitting, at least once per day with students remaining in their cohorts.

Morning Snack Time

Morning snack time for Early Childhood and Kindergarten through Grade 5 is at the discretion of the teacher.

Details will be emailed to parents the week prior to the start of school.

After Care Program

The After Care program will operate under our traditional schedule ‐ 2:40 ‐ 6:00PM.

Parents and visitors will go to the preschool building to pick up their children from After Care.

Water Fountains/Refillable Water Stations

Water fountains will remain disabled.

Water bottle filling stations are available, and students must bring refillable water bottles to school.

Nurse’s Office

The school nurse will be available for all students and open for student health needs.

Athletics

Kindergarten - Grade 8 fall basketball clinics will be offered. Details to be released soon.

Once the school receives guidance from the CYO (Catholic Youth Organization), fall volleyball and basketball
details will be announced.

St. Patrick School expects to participate in Cross Country meets in the fall (like last year) as well as spring Track
& Field meets. It is expected that the Ski Club will be able to schedule meet-ups at nearby slopes.



Field Trips

Field trips will not take place at this time. The planning of field trips is under the discretion and decision of the
administration.

Parent Meetings/Parent-Teacher Conferences

All parent-teacher meetings and conferences will be virtual, scheduled through Google Meets with team teachers.
We will offer some afternoon parent teacher conferences in person in November, if conditions permit.

Visitors On Campus, After School Enrichment, Community Events, and Group
Gatherings

Visitors and volunteers will be able to have limited access to the St. Patrick School campus as approved by the
Administration. Until further notice, masks are required inside the school buildings.

All visitors will be required to enter through the new main entrance on Chatham Street and pass the safety
screening prior to entry.

After School Enrichment activities will be offered.

St. Patrick School expects that most of the traditional community, Admissions and HSA events such as the
Welcome Back to School Event (formerly Ice Cream Social), HSA Fall Fundraiser, High School Night,
Grandparents Day, Open House/Tours, etc. will resume. Expect amended attendance procedures as well as
modified events based on current guidance and health department protocols.

STUDENT HEALTH & WELL-BEING

Bringing Students Back To Campus: Student Health & Well‐Being

We anticipate our students will experience some measure of apprehension or anxiety as we return to school in the
fall. We are committed to creating an environment that will address the needs of students’ physical, emotional and
mental safety needs during this unprecedented time.

We encourage you to make time to discuss returning to school with your children, and to learn and explore their
specific apprehensions. Thinking through and discussing their specific apprehensions, such as going to the
restroom, or eating lunch, will give your family an opportunity to address these concerns before they occur.
Practice using masks at home in their naturally safe environment, as you discuss returning to school, to eliminate
any worries regarding mask wearing.

We will monitor and respond to signs of stress in your children and prioritize self‐care, empathy, and patience
with yours and your children’s circumstances.

We encourage you to notify teachers and counselors with any apprehensions, anxieties or issues related to your
children, as we want to work in partnership with you to create an environment that is both supportive of their
needs and conducive to learning.



If students are identified as a close contact of a positive case or test positive for COVID19, the Westfield Health
Department will decide on the quarantine time frame per CDC and NJDOH guidelines.  Edays (virtual learning)
will only be available to students and staff under direction from the Westfield Health Department for COVID19
related absences only and per approval from the Catholic Schools Office of the Diocese of Paterson.  The
administration, school faculty and staff must refer all cases to the guidance of the local DOH.

THIS DOCUMENT, INCLUDING ANY ATTACHMENTS, IS INTENDED SOLELY FOR THE
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL USE OF THE SENDER AND RECIPIENT(S) OF ST.
PATRICK SCHOOL ONLY. THIS DOCUMENT INCLUDES ADVISORY, CONSULTATIVE,
AND/OR DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL AND, AS SUCH, IS PRIVILEGED AND
CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT A PUBLIC DOCUMENT. ANY INFORMATION IN THIS
DOCUMENT IDENTIFYING A CONSTITUENT OF THE DIOCESE OF PATERSON IS
CONFIDENTIAL. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON ST. PATRICK SCHOOL’S

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES , PLEASE REFER TO THE
2021-2022 PARENT/STUDENT HANDBOOK.


