
FROM FR. JOHN’S DESK 

Gratitude is the virtue of being thankful to someone for benefits personally received. It creates a spirit of goodness 

in the giver and the receiver through a state of thankfulness. It is a human response generated by the divine grace 

for the favors generously given and received.  The word gratitude comes from the Latin word “gratus” meaning 

“grace” and grace is the presence of God manifested in people through virtues. To be grateful is to be essentially 

graceful or grace-filled and that is why the prayers we say before meals we call it grace.  The Bible guides us to a 

spirit of Gratitude for all that the Lord does to us and for all the gifts he places into our lives.  All we receive in life 

is grace and all in life is a gift from God. In the first reading Prophet Isaiah sees the hand of God in the events of 

history. The Persian king Cyrus is to be the unknowing servant of Yahweh’s purpose in releasing the chosen Israel-
ites from the grip of the Babylonian Kingdom and is the person Israel needed for their support.  In his letter to the 

Thessalonians, Paul joyfully thanks God for all the gifts the people have received.  He recognizes that the Gospel 

they have received is not due only to the human preaching of Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, but also ‘in power and in 

the Holy Spirit’. He is conscious of the effect of God’s power through human instruments. Today’s Gospel draws a 

subtler distinction between temporal power and God’s sovereignty. Jesus sees through the political trap of the 

Pharisees and the Herodians and draws a deliberately ambiguous distinction between the civic duty to Caesar and 

the essential religious duty to God. God bless. 

 

MEDITATION POINT 
"Love proves itself by deeds, and how shall I prove mine? ... I can prove my love only by scattering flowers, that is 

to say, by never letting slip a single little sacrifice, a single glance, a single word; by making profit of the very 
smallest actions, by doing them all for love. I want to suffer and even rejoice for love, for this is my way of scatter-

ing flowers." St. Therese of Lisieux. 

"The vow of poverty is a generous renunciation and detachment from the heavy burden of temporal things. It is an 

alleviation of the spirit, it is a relief afforded to human infirmity, the liberty of a noble heart to strive after eternal 

and spiritual blessings. It is a satiety and abundance, in which the thirst after earthly treasures is allayed, and a sov-

ereignty and ownership, in which a most noble enjoyment of all riches is established. All this, my daughter, and 

many other blessings are contained in voluntary poverty, and all this the sons of the world are ignorant and de-

prived of, precisely because they are lovers of earthly riches and enemies of this holy and opulent poverty." Ven. 

Mary of Agreda. 

 

Pastoral Council Meeting – Monday, October 19th at 6:00 p.m. 

 
SECOND COLLECTION: WORLD MISSION SUNDAY (OCTOBER 17-18)  Here I Am, Send Me! 

 

Today, on World Mission Sunday, we respond, “Here I Am, Send Me,” to our baptismal call to mission, and we offer, atthe 

Eucharistic celebration, our prayers and our generous financial support, through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to 

continue the mission of Jesus. Today we are “sent” out to witness to mission in the world through our prayers and sacrifices for 

our brothers and sisters around the world. As little as... è $25 helps support a catechist for a month in remote Latin America è 

$75 provides for the work of religious Sisters caring for orphaned children in Africa è $100 assists families in sending their 

children to schools in Asia As always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the Missions. Your prayers and financial 

help, offered today, WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, support mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and lay catechists 

who are Christ’s witnesses to a world so in need of His healing, love, and peace. Giving is easy, participate during the special 

collection in our parish or give online at bit.ly/DioceseSpecialCollections. 

 

CATHOLICS CARE. CATHOLICS VOTE. 

 

As Catholic it is our responsibility to participate in the civic square: To engage in the processes at the local, state 

and national levels that determines how our towns, state and nation are governed. 

The staffs of the diocesan web site and the North Texas Catholic News Magazine have created a variety of re-

sources to assist Catholics of the Diocese of Fort Worth by applying Catholic Social Teaching to determine who to 

vote in the upcoming election, what the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishop describe as “Faithful Citizenship.” 

The information includes columns by Bishop Michael Olson who explains why it is our moral responsibility to 

participate in the electoral process.  

The resources are at:  https://fwdioc.org/faithful-citizenship-for-all-catholics 

Please exercise your civic duty to vote in the upcoming elections. Early voting is occurring from Tuesday, October 
3, 2020 through Friday, October 30, 2020. Election day is Tuesday, November 3, 2020. 

 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR A GENEROUS RAIN. 
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN  

ORDINARY TIME 

October 18, 2020 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Fr. John Perikomalayil 

Pastor 

(940) 203-2426(Cell) 

(940) 422-4994 (Rectory) 

Office:  422-4270 

10180 CR 6010 

Munday, Texas 76371 

 

DRE/Youth Minister 

Janet Dillard 

940-447-2784 

Jsdillard67@gmail.com 

 

Santa Rosa Church 

PO Box 428 

Knox City, Texas 79529 

   Secretary:  

 Noelia Davila 

(940) 203-2560 

 

Weekend Mass 

Schedule 

Saint Joseph 

Saturday 6:00 pm 

Sunday   9:00 am 
 

 

Santa Rosa 

Sunday 11:00 am 

(Mass is Bilingual) 

 

BAPTISMAL Preparation 

 Third Sunday of the Month  

Birth Certificate Required 

Call:  Leno Hernandez 

940-782-6497 

 

 

 

https://fwdioc.org/faithful-citizenship-for-all-catholics


  

Oct. 24/25
th  

     

Lectors:             Saturday:    Billie Myers & Mindy Myers 

      Sunday:      Stephen Kuehler & Sheila Kuehler 

 
Servers:     Saturday:    Kendal & Kamryn Rocha & Conner Moore 

      Sunday:      Brooke Shahan, Lupe Marmolejo & Isaiah Reyes 

 
Altar Flowers:      Fresh flowers for the altar were donated by:   

                              Jason & Laci Bowman 

                               Thank you for your generous donation. 
 

     Mon:     7:00 am              In Thanksgiving by Patti Redder 

     Tues:     7:00 am              Rhonda Albus by Mr. & Mrs. David Albus 

     Wed:     7:00 am              Eddie Paul Birkenfeld by Mr. & Mrs. David Albus 
     Wed:     6:00 pm       Rosary 

   Thurs:     7:00 am              Wayne Birkenfeld Anniv. by Johnny & Nancy Birkenfeld 

       Fri:      7:00 am              Charles Kotulek by Cecil & Genevia Kuehler 
       Fri:      5:00 pm             Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament  

       Sat:      6:00 pm             Patsy Meinzer by Dillard Family 

      Sun:      9:00 am              Gerard Kuehler by Cecil & Genevia Kuehler 
      Sun:    11:00 am              Mass at Santa Rosa 

 

     October 11, 2020              Attendance:      Saturday: 53   Sunday: 80                                   Collection:    $2,681.00 

                           Youth Ministry Collection:         $25.00 

                                                                                                             Thank you for your generous contributions.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Please pray for our sick and convalescing especially: Neva Gonzales, Nick Ptacek, Jim Williams, Kaitlyn Acevedo, Allen Brown, 

Jeanene Redder, Arleda Decker, Refugio Nunez, Jamie Welborn, Ethel Birkenfeld, Brittany Solano, Francis Brown, Bob Moore, 
Kolby Kuykendall, Paulina Mendiola, Dorothy Herring, Joe Castorena, Urban Bellinghausen, Geneva Pennartz, Diana Homer 

Essig, Angelica Lucas, Albert & LuRose Schumacher, Darlene Bellinghausen, Antonio Mendez, Jorge DeHaro Jr., Karymay 

Groves, Cory Almanza, Coltyn Eldridge, Maria Mejia, and any others. Please remember all rest home and shut-in parishioners. Let 
us earnestly pray for all our sick and do whatever we can to help them. 

Please let us know if names need to be added or removed 

SAVE THE DATE CHANGE 

St. Joseph will celebrate its 125th year on April 17, 2021. Make plans to join us for this special community celebration. 
 

FOOD PANTRY 

St. Joseph Parishioners are asked to bring stuffing or anything else, for the October Food Pantry.  Thanks to all of you who contin-

ually help feed the hungry in our community. 

RCIA OR RCIC 
Want to become a Catholic and know more about the Catholic tradition and faith? If you’re interested and would like to begin your 

spiritual journey to prepare yourself for Christian discipleship through Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Communion, Come join 
our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) or RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation for Children) program. Please contact Fr. 

John or Leno Hernandez (940-782-6497) Classes will begin in mid-October. This is applicable to people who are living in our par-

ish boundaries and who are registered or unregistered parishioners of St. Joseph’s Rhineland and Santa Rosa Knox City.   
 

OCTOBER THEME: DEACON FORMATION/ IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO GIVE 
All registered parishioners should have received a letter from Bishop Michael Olson with an invitation to participate in the Annual 

Diocesan Appeal “The Reason for Our Hope.” Please respond generously. We count on every family to help our parish meet its 
goal. If your mail was misdirected, there are  

donation envelopes in the back of church or you can donate online at: https://www.advancementfoundation.org/annual-

diocesan-appeal-donation The goal for our parish is $12,000.00.   

 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God."  Your marriage belongs to God. Bring God into 

your marriage on the Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend. For dates for “virtual” Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends 
visit our website at: http://www.dfwme.org/  For more information e-mail apply@dfwme.org or call 469-444-0904.  Para mas infor-

macion de Encuentro Matrimonial en Espanol, escriba a emmdfw@gmail.com o visite http://www.emmseccion21.org/ 

https://www.advancementfoundation.org/annual-diocesan-appeal-donation
https://www.advancementfoundation.org/annual-diocesan-appeal-donation
http://www.dfwme.org/
mailto:apply@dfwme.org
http://us.mc814.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=emmdfw@gmail.com
http://www.emmseccion21.org/


  

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 

 -  Matthew 22:21 
Everything we are and everything we have belongs to God.  We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts 

God has given each of us.  All God is asking is that we give back a portion of what He gave us.  This is the essence of Stewardship.  

God should be our first priority in everything.  All else comes second, especially our money. 
 
 

St. John Paul II  (Pope) (Memorial - Oct. 22) 

     “Open wide the doors to Christ,” urged John Paul II during the homily at the Mass when he 

was installed as pope in 1978. Born in Wadowice, Poland, Karol Jozef Wojtyla had lost his 

mother, father and older brother before his 21st birthday. Karol’s promising academic career at 

Krakow’s Jagiellonian University was cut short by the outbreak of World War II. While work-

ing in a quarry and a chemical factory, he enrolled in an “underground” seminary in Kraków. 

Ordained in 1946, he was immediately sent to Rome where he earned a doctorate in theology. Back in Poland, a short assignment 

as assistant pastor in a rural parish preceded his very fruitful chaplaincy for university students. Soon he earned a doctorate in phi-

losophy and began teaching that subject at Poland’s University of Lublin. Communist officials allowed him to be appointed auxilia-

ry bishop of Kraków in 1958, considering him a relatively harmless intellectual. They could not have been more wrong! He attend-

ed all four sessions of Vatican II and contributed especially to its Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World. Ap-

pointed as archbishop of Kraków in 1964, he was named a cardinal three years later. Elected pope in October 1978, he took the 

name of his short-lived, immediate predecessor. Pope John Paul II was the first non-Italian pope in 455 years. In time, he made pas-

toral visits to 124 countries, including several with small Christian populations. He promoted ecumenical and interfaith initiatives, 

especially the 1986 Day of Prayer for World Peace in Assisi. He visited Rome’s Main Synagogue and the Western Wall in Jerusa-

lem; he also established diplomatic relations between the Holy See and Israel. He improved Catholic-Muslim relations and in 2001 

visited a mosque in Damascus, Syria. The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, a key event in John Paul’s ministry, was marked by spe-

cial celebrations in Rome and elsewhere for Catholics and other Christians. Relations with the Orthodox Churches improved con-

siderably during his ministry as pope. “Christ is the center of the universe and of human history” was the opening line of his 1979 

encyclical, Redeemer of the Human Race. In 1995, he described himself to the United Nations General Assembly as “a witness to 

hope.” His 1979 visit to Poland encouraged the growth of the Solidarity movement there and the collapse of communism in central 

and Eastern Europe 10 years later. He began World Youth Day and traveled to several countries for those celebrations. He very 

much wanted to visit China and the Soviet Union but the governments in those countries prevented that. One of the most well-

remembered photos of his pontificate was his one-on-one conversation in 1983 with Mehmet Ali Agca, who had attempted to as-

sassinate him two years earlier. In his 27 years of papal ministry, John Paul II wrote 14 encyclicals and five books, canonized 482 

saints and beatified 1,338 people. In the last years of his life, he suffered from Parkinson’s disease and was forced to cut back on 

some of his activities. Pope Benedict XVI beatified John Paul II in 2011, and Pope Francis canonized him in 2014. 

 

National Vocations Awareness Week - Seminarian Education Fund /November 7-8, 2020 

 (Rescheduled from May 2-3 due to Pandemic): National Vocation Awareness Week, celebrated November 1-7, 2020, is an annual 

week-long observance of the Catholic Church in the United States. It is dedicated to foster vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and 

consecrated life through prayer and education, and to renew our prayers and support for those who are discerning one of these voca-

tions.  

The Diocese of Fort Worth is blessed to have 32 seminarians in various stages of the thorough discernment and formation journey. The 

Diocese is committed to paying for all of the costs associated with their formation and education so that these men can commit to 

prayer and formation during their time in seminary, a period which can be between seven and nine years and cost $50,000 annually.  

To conclude National Vocations Week, all parishes in the Diocese will take up a special collection on November 7-8, 2020 for the Di-

ocesan Seminarian Education Fund. Please respond generously through your parish or donate online by entering 

https://fwdioc.org/special-collections-donate in your web browser. Funds raised during the Seminarian Special Collection remain in 

the Diocese of Fort Worth and are used for our seminarians. Additionally, a portion of the collection in parishes pastored by religious 

order priests is sent to support formation programs of their religious orders. Please prayerfully consider your gift to the Seminarian 

Special Collection. Even more so, please include these men in your prayers and encourage other young people to consider the reality 

that Christ is calling them to follow Him as a priest, deacon or consecrated religious. Just as our seminarians have responded to God’s 

call to discernment, we too can respond in prayer and generosity. 

 

 

https://fwdioc.org/special-collections-donate


 

FROM FR. JOHN’S DESK 
Gratitude is the virtue of being thankful to someone for benefits personally received. It creates a spirit of 

goodness in the giver and the receiver through a state of thankfulness. It is a human response generated by 

the divine grace for the favors generously given and received.  The word gratitude comes from the Latin 
word “gratus” meaning “grace” and grace is the presence of God manifested in people through virtues. To be 

grateful is to be essentially graceful or grace-filled and that is why the prayers we say before meals we call it 

grace.  The Bible guides us to a spirit of Gratitude for all that the Lord does to us and for all the gifts he plac-

es into our lives.  All we receive in life is grace and all in life is a gift from God. In the first reading Prophet 
Isaiah sees the hand of God in the events of history. The Persian king Cyrus is to be the unknowing servant 

of Yahweh’s purpose in releasing the chosen Israelites from the grip of the Babylonian Kingdom and is the 

person Israel needed for their support.  In his letter to the Thessalonians, Paul joyfully thanks God for all the 
gifts the people have received.  He recognizes that the Gospel they have received is not due only to the hu-

man preaching of Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, but also ‘in power and in the Holy Spirit’. He is conscious of 

the effect of God’s power through human instruments. Today’s Gospel draws a subtler distinction between 
temporal power and God’s sovereignty. Jesus sees through the political trap of the Pharisees and the Herodi-

ans and draws a deliberately ambiguous distinction between the civic duty to Caesar and the essential reli-

gious duty to God. God bless. 

MEDITATION POINT 
"Love proves itself by deeds, and how shall I prove mine? ... I can prove my love only by scattering flowers, 

that is to say, by never letting slip a single little sacrifice, a single glance, a single word; by making profit of 

the very smallest actions, by doing them all for love. I want to suffer and even rejoice for love, for this is my 
way of scattering flowers." St. Therese of Lisieux. 
"The vow of poverty is a generous renunciation and detachment from the heavy burden of temporal things. It 

is an alleviation of the spirit, it is a relief afforded to human infirmity, the liberty of a noble heart to strive 
after eternal and spiritual blessings. It is a satiety and abundance, in which the thirst after earthly treasures is 

allayed, and a sovereignty and ownership, in which a most noble enjoyment of all riches is established. All 

this, my daughter, and many other blessings are contained in voluntary poverty, and all this the sons of the 

world are ignorant and deprived of, precisely because they are lovers of earthly riches and enemies of this 
holy and opulent poverty." Ven. Mary of Agreda. 

 

SECOND COLLECTION: WORLD MISSION SUNDAY (OCTOBER 17-18): Here I Am, Send Me! 
 

Today, on World Mission Sunday, we respond, “Here I Am, Send Me,” to our baptismal call to mission, and we offer, atthe Eucha-

ristic celebration, our prayers and our generous financial support, through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, to continue the 
mission of Jesus. Today we are “sent” out to witness to mission in the world through our prayers and sacrifices for our brothers and 

sisters around the world. As little as... è $25 helps support a catechist for a month in remote Latin America è $75 provides for the 

work of religious Sisters caring for orphaned children in Africa è $100 assists families in sending their children to schools in Asia As 

always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the Missions. Your prayers and financial help, offered today, WORLD MIS-

SION SUNDAY, support mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and lay catechists who are Christ’s witnesses to a world so 

in need of His healing, love, and peace. Giving is easy, participate during the special collection in our parish or give online at 

bit.ly/DioceseSpecialCollections. 

 
CATHOLICS CARE. CATHOLICS VOTE. 

As Catholic it is our responsibility to participate in the civic square: To engage in the processes at the local, 

state and national levels that determines how our towns, state and nation are governed. 
The staffs of the diocesan web site and the North Texas Catholic News Magazine have created a variety of 

resources to assist Catholics of the Diocese of Fort Worth by applying Catholic Social Teaching to determine 

who to vote in the upcoming election, what the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishop describe as “Faithful 

Citizenship.” The information includes columns by Bishop Michael Olson who explains why it is our moral 
responsibility to participate in the electoral process. 
The resources are at:  https://fwdioc.org/faithful-citizenship-for-all-catholics 
Please exercise your civic duty to vote in the upcoming elections. Early voting is occurring from Tuesday, 

October 3, 2020 through Friday, October 30, 2020. Election day is Tuesday, November 3, 2020. 
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   “We have recieved the gospel not only in word, ut in the 

 power of the Holy Spirit.”  

 

OCTOBER 18 REGULAR COLLECTION: $261.01 

 

ATTENDANCE: 52        

 

 

MONEY COUNTERS~  

OCTOBER: Mary Escamilla and Anita Silva 

 

SUNDAY MASS INTENTIONS: 
OCTOBER 18- Sergio Vega by Alejandro Vega. 

OCTOBER 25-Ray and Idella Escobar by M/M David Albus 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Santa Rosa Catholic church is currently needing mass intentions, 

and if you would like to offer a mass for a family member please contact our Secretary Miss Noelia Davila.  

 

LET US KEEP IN OUR PRAYERS FOR  THE SICK OF OUR PARISH : 

Ray Lerma, Frankie Stinnet, Elda Garcia, Connie Garcia, Santos Gonzalez, Federico Monita, Bartolo Martinez, Margaret Martinez, 
Bob Lake, Connie Ramirez, Richard Espinosa, Victoria Medina, Connie Ledesma, Paulina Mendiola, Mary Ann Myers, Flora 

Lopez, and any others. Please remember all rest home and shut-in parishioners. 

 Let us earnestly pray for all our sick for their healing and recovery and do whatever we can  

SAVE THE DATE CHANGE 
St. Joseph will celebrate its 125th year on April 17, 2021. Make plans to join us for this special community celebration. 

RCIA OR RCIC 
Want to become a Catholic and know more about the Catholic tradition and faith? If you’re interested and would like to begin your 
spiritual journey to prepare yourself for Christian discipleship through Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Communion, Come join 

our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  or RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation for Children) program. Please contact Fr. 

John or Leno Hernandez (940-782-6497) Classes will begin in mid-October. This is applicable to people who are living in our par-

ish boundaries and who are registered or unregistered parishioners of St. Joseph’s Rhineland and Santa Rosa Knox City.  

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 
“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.”  -  Matthew 22:21 

Everything we are and everything we have belongs to God.  We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts 
God has given each of us.  All God is asking is that we give back a portion of what He gave us.  This is the essence of Stewardship.  
God should be our first priority in everything.  All else comes second, especially our money. 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God."  Your marriage belongs to God. Bring God into 

your marriage on the Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend. For dates for “virtual” Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends 

visit our website at: http://www.dfwme.org/  For more information e-mail apply@dfwme.org or call 469-444-0904.  Para mas in-
formacion de Encuentro Matrimonial en Espanol, escriba a emmdfw@gmail.com o visite http://www.emmseccion21.org/ 

 

National Vocations Awareness Week - Seminarian Education Fund /November 7-8, 2020 

 

 (Rescheduled from May 2-3 due to Pandemic): National Vocation Awareness Week, celebrated November 1-7, 2020, is an annual week-long 

observance of the Catholic Church in the United States. It is dedicated to foster vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life through 
prayer and education, and to renew our prayers and support for those who are discerning one of these vocations.  

The Diocese of Fort Worth is blessed to have 32 seminarians in various stages of the thorough discernment and formation journey. The Diocese is 

committed to paying for all of the costs associated with their formation and education so that these men can commit to prayer and formation during 

their time in seminary, a period which can be between seven and nine years and cost $50,000 annually.  
To conclude National Vocations Week, all parishes in the Diocese will take up a special collection on November 7-8, 2020 for the Diocesan Semi-

narian Education Fund. Please respond generously through your parish or donate online by entering https://fwdioc.org/special-collections-donate in 

your web browser. Funds raised during the Seminarian Special Collection remain in the Diocese of Fort Worth and are used for our seminarians. 
Additionally, a portion of the collection in parishes pastored by religious order priests is sent to support formation programs of their religious orders. 

Please prayerfully consider your gift to the Seminarian Special Collection. Even more so, please include these men in your prayers and encourage 

other young people to consider the reality that Christ is calling them to follow Him as a priest, deacon or consecrated religious. Just as our seminari-

ans have responded to God’s call to discernment, we too can respond in prayer and generosity. 

 

http://www.dfwme.org/
mailto:apply@dfwme.org
http://us.mc814.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=emmdfw@gmail.com
http://www.emmseccion21.org/
https://fwdioc.org/special-collections-donate


 

 

OCTOBER THEME: DEACON FORMATION/ IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO GIVE 

All registered parishioners should have received a letter from Bishop Michael Olson with an invitation to participate in 

the Annual Diocesan Appeal “The Reason for Our Hope.” Please respond generously. We count on every family to 

help our parish meet its goal. If your mail was misdirected, there are donation envelopes in the back of church or you can 

donate online at: https://www.advancementfoundation.org/annual-diocesan-appeal-donation The goal for our par-

ish is $2,100.00.     

 

St. John Paul II  (Pope) (Memorial - Oct. 22) 

     “Open wide the doors to Christ,” urged John Paul II during the homily at the Mass when he 

was installed as pope in 1978. Born in Wadowice, Poland, Karol Jozef Wojtyla had lost his 

mother, father and older brother before his 21st birthday. Karol’s promising academic career at 

Krakow’s Jagiellonian University was cut short by the outbreak of World War II. While working in a quarry and a chemical facto-

ry, he enrolled in an “underground” seminary in Kraków. Ordained in 1946, he was immediately sent to Rome where he earned a 

doctorate in theology. Back in Poland, a short assignment as assistant pastor in a rural parish preceded his very fruitful chaplaincy 

for university students. Soon he earned a doctorate in philosophy and began teaching that subject at Poland’s University of Lublin. 

Communist officials allowed him to be appointed auxiliary bishop of Kraków in 1958, considering him a relatively harmless intel-

lectual. They could not have been more wrong! He attended all four sessions of Vatican II and contributed especially to its Pastoral 

Constitution on the Church in the Modern World. Appointed as archbishop of Kraków in 1964, he was named a cardinal three years 

later. Elected pope in October 1978, he took the name of his short-lived, immediate predecessor. Pope John Paul II was the first 

non-Italian pope in 455 years. In time, he made pastoral visits to 124 countries, including several with small Christian populations. 

He promoted ecumenical and interfaith initiatives, especially the 1986 Day of Prayer for World Peace in Assisi. He visited Rome’s 

Main Synagogue and the Western Wall in Jerusalem; he also established diplomatic relations between the Holy See and Israel. He 

improved Catholic-Muslim relations and in 2001 visited a mosque in Damascus, Syria. The Great Jubilee of the Year 2000, a key 

event in John Paul’s ministry, was marked by special celebrations in Rome and elsewhere for Catholics and other Christians. Rela-

tions with the Orthodox Churches improved considerably during his ministry as pope. “Christ is the center of the universe and of 

human history” was the opening line of his 1979 encyclical, Redeemer of the Human Race. In 1995, he described himself to the 

United Nations General Assembly as “a witness to hope.” His 1979 visit to Poland encouraged the growth of the Solidarity move-

ment there and the collapse of communism in central and Eastern Europe 10 years later. He began World Youth Day and traveled 

to several countries for those celebrations. He very much wanted to visit China and the Soviet Union but the governments in those 

countries prevented that. One of the most well-remembered photos of his pontificate was his one-on-one conversation in 1983 with 

Mehmet Ali Agca, who had attempted to assassinate him two years earlier. In his 27 years of papal ministry, John Paul II wrote 14 

encyclicals and five books, canonized 482 saints and beatified 1,338 people. In the last years of his life, he suffered from Parkin-

son’s disease and was forced to cut back on some of his activities. Pope Benedict XVI beatified John Paul II in 2011, and Pope 

Francis canonized him in 2014. 

 

https://www.advancementfoundation.org/annual-diocesan-appeal-donation
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