
 

  

St. Philip the Apostle 
 Catholic Church 

2308 3rd Street ∙ Huffman TX   77336 

                            Facebook.com/stphiliphuffmantx          www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

 

 

 

Parish Office 
  Phone: 281-324-1478 
  Fax: 281-715-5533  
  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
 
Mailing Address 
   PO Box 2363  
   Huffman, TX 77336 
 
Office Location 
   2308 3rd Street 
   Huffman, TX 77336 
   Hours: Monday-Friday 
   9:30 am–1:00 pm 

Pastor 
   Rev. Richard Barker 

Mass Times  
 

Sunday Masses  
 Saturday Vigil: 4:00 pm 
 Sunday: 8:30 & 11:00 am 
 
Daily Mass  
  Tues & Thurs: Noon 
  Wed & Fri: 9:00 am 
  First Sat: 9:00 am 
 
Adoration  

Wed: 9:00 am–1:00 pm 
 
Reconciliation 
  Saturday: 3:00-3:30 pm   
  Or by appointment  

“MyParish” smartphone app 

Spirit and Truth Newsletter 
March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday of Lent 
                                                               

We Are Set Free 
 
My dear parishioners, throughout its history 
Israel experienced shocking episodes of 
intellectual and spiritual disintegration. The 
law painfully illuminated Israel’s shortcomings 
along the way even as it continued to reassure 
its people of God’s care in a hostile world. 
Though a perpetual good, the law failed to 
achieve Israel’s lasting conversion of heart.  

The law veiled Israel’s eyes from discerning the Divine Order which it represent-
ed. While the law modeled God's fearful holiness, it had the effect of obscuring 
the personhood of God from his people. The law could not walk with man in the 
garden in the cool of the evening breeze.  [cf. Gen 3:8]   

Nonetheless, Israel remained God’s favorite flower in the garden of humanity. In 
an acceptable time the Father sent his only begotten Son into their midst to be 
born of a virgin:  “Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Imman'u-el.”  [Isa 7:14]   

Thus Christ stands at the center of Israel and the world:  “Think not that I have 
come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but 
to fulfill them.”  [Mt. 5:17]  The Son of God fulfilled what the law of Moses could 
not.   

Only a person can forgive sins, only a person by his passion and death could 
restore the broken relationship between God and humanity. Only a person can 
bestow his Spirit of grace upon a communion of men and women of goodwill, 
only a person can establish a new covenant in his name. Only a person could 
liberate the Mosaic Law from its joyless inventory of human offenses.  

All human longing, wrote Pope Saint John Paul II of blessed memory, is “a search 
for the truth and a search for a person to whom they might entrust them-

(Continued on page 7) 
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Holy Thursday—Mass of the Lord’s Supper, April 1 
7 pm  

 
Good Friday—Passion of the Lord, April 2 

3 pm 
 

Holy Saturday—The Easter Vigil, April 3 
8:30 pm 

  
Easter Sunday, April 4 

8:30 am 
11 am 

 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Every Wednesday  

9 am—1 pm 
Exposition following 9 am Mass 

Benediction at 12:45 pm 

Stations of the Cross and Mass—Every Friday  
Stations  6:30 pm 

Mass  7 pm 
(no morning Mass on Fridays during Lent) 

Confessions—Every Saturday 
3—3:30 pm 

Exposition and Adoration 

Exposition and Adoration has been moved to Wednes-

days.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will take 

place after the 9 am Mass, and Benediction will begin 

at 12:45pm.  Come and pray in the presence of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday during Lent, please join us at 6:30 pm for 
Stations of the Cross.  Mass will follow at 7 pm.   

Please note: there will be no Mass on Friday mornings 
during Lent. 

Abstinence and Fasting 

In the Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday and all Fridays 
of Lent are Days of Abstinence.   

Abstinence means not eating meat, and the law of 
abstinence applies to everyone 14 years and older.   

The law of fasting will allow for one full meal each day; 
however a light breakfast and lunch are not forbidden, 
especially for health considerations.  All adults, 18 years 
old and up to the beginning of their 60th year, are 
bound by the law of fasting.  Although children are not 
required to fast, parents should see to it that their 
children are educated and encouraged to practice some 
form of penance.  
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Our next gathering will be March 10 at 7:00 pm. We 
will study the readings for March 14, the fourth Sunday 
of Lent.   

Throughout Lent,  JCF will be studying the upcoming 
Sunday readings using Emmaus Journey Reflections.  
We invite EVERYONE to join us for this special Lenten 
activity.  You do not have to be a member of the group 
to participate.  The readings for the upcoming Sunday 
can be downloaded from www.emmausjourney.org.  
Be sure to download the NAB version for the appropri-
ate Sunday, read the reflection and readings, and think 
about the questions.   

Make sure to download the reflection and questions for 
March 14! 

 

 

 

Journey in the Catholic Faith 
Invites ALL Parishioners to join us for our 

Lenten Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CCE Invites you to attend: 
 

 

 
Join us in the parish hall this morning, 

following the 8:30 am Mass 
 
Our CCE coordinator, Carlie Richard, will provide a 
short lesson on how families can put our faith into 
action by performing the Corporal Works of Mercy.   
We will introduce our next Work of Mercy: Bury the 
Dead.  This will be our last meeting of this series for 
this year.  All parishioners are invited to attend. 

 

Together we accomplish so much... 

We, at St. Philip parish, have been greatly blessed in the last 

few years by your generous support, as well as the support of 

our greater community.  Please consider donating to the Dioc-

esan Services Fund (DSF) to allow them to continue to serve 

our greater community within the Archdiocese of Galveston-

Houston.  

Our St. Philip DSF Goal for 2021 is $30,000.  Your support is very much appreciated! 

Please visit https://www.archgh.org/ways-to-give/diocesan-services-fund-dsf/  to learn more about 

the programs your donations help fund. 
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The Women’s Guild 
Our Mission Statement: The Women’s Guild of St. Phil-
ip the Apostle provides financial assistance and per-
sonal service to the care and upkeep of the sanctuary 
and sacristy, as well as, assistance to the Pastor in the 
spiritual and corporal work of caring for God’s house 
and other designated parish activities. These tasks are 
carried out in a spirit of familial charity and fellowship. 

The Women’s Guild assists other parish ministries by 
providing receptions and decorating the parish hall. 
Upon request, we host funeral receptions in the par-
ish hall or deliver food dishes to the deceased’s  family 
home. We support charities outside of St. Philip.   

The group is about parish women enjoying life in 
Christ together. Our members celebrate the warmth, 
talents, experiences and feelings of one another as we 
work and pray together. We are open to having others 
in our lives, and we hope our new members will        
include you! 

We meet on the 
second Tuesday of 

each month.   
Our next meeting is 

March 9 at 10:30 am. 

First Sacraments Class 
Our nine first sacrament students have been 
busy preparing their hearts and minds for the 
sacrament of First Reconciliation.  On Saturday, 
January 30, the students received their First 
Reconciliation.  We are so proud of all their 
hard work!  Please keep our young parishion-
ers  in your prayers as they continue on their 
faith journey preparing to receive their First 
Holy Communion on May 2, 2021. 

James K., Eric D., Keegan G. Rigby O., Ava O., 
Francesca D., Jolee H. and Father Barker 

 

Children’s Liturgy Program  

We are so excited with the success of the Children’s Liturgy program we started this Fall!  

The children are engaged in their own special Liturgy of the Word. They listen to the readings and the 
Gospel for Sunday Mass read on their own level. Our volunteers then lead the children in discussions 
that bring the lesson of the day to life.  

Currently, the children are learning about the life and miracles of Jesus and discipleship. As we enter 
the month of February, we prepare for the Lenten season by studying with the children how they can 
glorify God. One such way is through song. The wonderful and very talented music director for St. 
Philip, Geri Moulds, wrote a song for the children to learn called “Praise His Holy Name.” We are very 
grateful to Geri for providing us this opportunity to expand minds and hearts by singing and praising 
the Lord.  

If you are interested in volunteering or want more information, please contact Nikki Metzler at  
nikkinoelmetzler@yahoo.com.   
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Join the Knights of Columbus 
Council 9794  

EASY Online Membership Available  

The KCs enable good men to become better Catholics,  
engaging in service to the Parish, Church, and community.  

St. Philip invites all Catholic men over the age of 18 and in good standing with the Catholic Church to join.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are Catholic gentlemen committed to the principles of charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. We are a band 
of brothers, a network of men in communities around the world dedicated to doing good in the service of God and 
our neighbor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Grand Knight Ray Kessler at rkessler@stphilip.cc or 832-644-8078 for more information. Or talk to any of 
our Knights who can be found serving our parish as ushers, lectors, EOMs, and choir members. 

Free online membership is here through June 30th!  
 Sign up at kofc.org/join  
 Enter promo code MCGIVNEY2020 and get 12 months of free online membership.  
 Enter "9794" in the Preferred Local Council field. 

Annual Sylvester Leonard  
Golf Tournament  

Benediction/Exposition 
Adoration 

Pro-Life  
Charities 

CCE Happenings 
 
After an unexpected week off, it was a joy to walk the hall and hear the learning and fellow-

ship taking place during Wednesday night CCE classes.  We are so proud of the commitment of 

these students, and parents, showing up every week after a busy day at school.   

Here’s a peek inside some of our “big kid” classes. 
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Mail your check to:  

St. Philip the Apostle 
PO Box 2363 
Huffman, TX 77336 

Use our mailing address to 
set St. Philip the Apostle 
as a vendor in your bank’s 
online bill pay. Scan QR code. 

Place in the collection 
basket at Mass.  

Download the 
MyParish app, 
set St. Philip 
as your 
Church, and 
tap the 
“Giving” 

Ways to Give to St. Philip 

St. Philip Ministry Event Schedule 
“And he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
ministered to him.”  [Mk 1: 13] 

Date Event Day Time Location More info (pg) 

Sundays Children’s Liturgy  Sunday 8:30am Mass St. Philip 4 

March 7, 2021 
CCE Faith in Action            

(Bury the dead) 
Sunday 

Immediately following 
8:30am Mass 

Parish Hall 3 

March 9, 2021 Women’s Guild Tuesday 10:30am Parish Hall 4 

March 10, 2021 
Journey in the Catholic 

Faith (JCF) 
Every Wed.    
during Lent 

7:00pm-8:30pm Parish Hall 3 

PRAYER OF AN OLDER PERSON 

Lord, keep me from the habit of thinking I must say something on every 
subject and on every occasion. 

Release me from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs.  

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details. Give me wings to get to 
the point.  

I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of others' pains. Help me to 
endure them with patience. But seal my lips on my own aches and pains. They are increasing and my love of 
rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by.  

Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally it is possible that I may be mistaken.  

Keep me reasonably sweet. I do not want to be “perfect” - such a person can be very hard to live with - but a 
sour, old person is one of the crowning works of the devil.  

Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places and talents in unexpected people. And give me, Lord, 
the grace to tell them so.  

Make me thoughtful but not moody, helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to 
use it all. But Thou knowest, O Lord, that I want a few friends at the end.    

[“Reader's Digest”]  +++ 
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selves.”  [John Paul II, Faith and Reason, no. 33 (1998)]  
That person is Jesus Christ, fully God and fully human. 
“Christian faith immerses human beings in the order of 
grace, which enables them to share in the mystery of 
Christ, which in turn offers them a true and coherent 
knowledge of the Triune God.”  [no. 33]  

In his natural though fallen state, the human creature 
displays an obvious though imperfect beauty. God 
invites man to ennoble his existence, to acquire a 
privileged place in his Kingdom. By saying “yes” to 
God’s loving invitation he enters into the mystery of 
his own particular nativity:  “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter the kingdom of God.”  [Jn 3:5]   

This higher level of human existence and dignity is 
nothing less than a sharing of the divine society of the 

(Continued from page 1) 

creator, most perfectly imaged in Jesus’ lovely and 
indefectible bride, the Church! Jesus, anointed by God 
and sent “to proclaim liberty to the captives and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound”  [Isa 
61:1],  has destroyed the tyranny of evil and chastised 
human pride. He has shattered the iron collar 
enslaving man. 

Christ is the truth and the life, the high priest and the 
sacrifice. He is the revelation and the revealer, the 
authority and the just judge. In Christ Jesus, our 
heavenly father is pleased to receive the human 
creation as a pure and fragrant offering to his glory. 
We are set free from the ancient infamy.   

Sincerely in the hearts of Jesus and Mary.  
Your pastor, Reverend Richard Barker.  
  
+++ 

We Are Set Free 

 Third Sunday of Lent 

Paul reminded the Corinthians, "We proclaim Christ crucified." Christ's weakness is stronger than any human 
strength. The power of the cross is greater than anything the world or evil has to combat it. 

The Lenten season is one of repentance, self-denial, almsgiving, and prayer. Many in our modern world do not see 
any wisdom in denying themselves anything. Those swept away in a consumer culture want more and they want it 
faster, bigger, and better. They also are looking for easy and quick satisfaction, 
unwilling to wait long. 

Paul speaks of the "foolishness of God" and how it is wiser than any human 
wisdom. Lent is a time to put aside that which we feel and think as humans 
and put on the attitude of Christ. The cross of Christ is neither easy nor 
fleeting, and it will ask us to deny our very selves for him. To the human mind 
it makes no sense. However, by putting on Christ and seeing with his eyes, we 
see reality with clarity. Our sacrifice can lead to riches that only a "foolish" 
man would covet. But it is exactly there that we are satisfied and fulfilled. 

   

          The Kids’ Bulletin 
 
The Kids’ Bulletins are a resource for Catholic kids who would like to have 
some fun while learning about the readings from the Sunday Mass every 
week.   

Just go to their website at www.thekidsbulletin.com. 

There is no cost to using and printing the bulletins. If you would like to   
donate,  you may do so on their website.  

ENJOY!! 
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Altar Flowers Given 

By Nikki and Jason Metzler 
In honor of Josef and Anna, our Gifts from God 

 

All are invited to sponsor a bouquet in memory of a 
loved one or in celebration of a joyous occasion.  The 
donation for a bouquet is $50.   

Available dates to sponsor a bouquet can be found in 
the "Altar Flowers" binder on the display case next to 
the main front doors.  Please fill in the information for 
the date you choose, and using one of the "Altar  
Flowers" envelopes found in the back of the binder, 
please drop your donation in the collection basket 
during Mass. 

Mass Intentions 
Sunday Masses   

Saturday,  March 6 
   9:00 am–  Jeanne & Kevin McMahon (int) 
  4:00 pm  -  Fr. Barker 

 Sunday,  March 7 
  8:30 am  -  People of the Parish 
  11:00 am - + Lemuel Harris Kerr, Jr. + 

Daily Masses 

Monday, March 8 
   No Daily Mass 
Tuesday,  March 9 
   Noon -  + Marshall Boyd + 
Wednesday,  March 10 
   9:00 am  - + Patrick Shea + 
Thursday, March 11 
  Noon– Fr. Barker 
Friday, March 12 
  7:00 pm -  Fr. Barker 

Sunday Masses  

Saturday, March 13 
 4:00 pm–  + Susan Semary + 

 Sunday, March 14 
   8:30 am–  People of the Parish 
  11:00am–  + JoAnn Hohmann Diess + 

Request a Prayer 
Did you know that you can request prayers for a loved 
one or for any special intention by using our parish app? 
Simply open the myParish app and choose the  
PRAYERS button.  At the bottom of the screen, choose 
PRAYER REQUEST.  Fill out the form and your prayer re-
quest will be sent to our Prayer Warriors group.  We will 
also add your loved one to our prayer list which is always 
found on p. 8 of our Spirit and Truth Newsletter.  You are 
always welcome to call or email the parish office with 
any prayer requests. 

 
 
 
 
 
(This is not for Mass Intentions.  If you'd like to offer a 
Mass for someone, please call the parish office.) 

Graces, Strength and Healing 

Haley Vincent, Toni Lamas,  
Eric Jaramillo, Ava Beaver,  

St. Philip Parishioners 

For the repose of the souls of . . .  

+Sally Stephenson, Bobby King, Susan Semary+  

Mass Intentions 

The greatest and most powerful pray-
er we possess is the Mass. The fruits 
of the Mass are the very fruits of  
Jesus' redemption. This is why our 
Church encourages the faithful to 
have Mass offered for loved ones, 
both living and deceased. It is a wor-

thy and ancient  Catholic devotional practice.  

To have a Mass offered, please call our St. Philip par-
ish office at (281) 324-1478. We will let you know 
what Masses are available in the liturgical calendar. 
Mass intentions may be requested for most weekday 
and weekend Masses. 

Stop by the office or give us a call. We will help you!  Mass Schedule Note:  Whenever a First Friday or 

First Saturday is superseded by a liturgical or official 
holiday, it will be suppressed  for that month and no 
longer moved to the following week.    
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SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
If you have been participating actively at least six 
months after registration in the parish, you may ask 
for an appointment with the pastor or pastoral 
associate to begin marriage preparation. Marriage 
preparation requires six months.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
Children age 6 or younger, the following documents 
are required before baptism date may be scheduled: 
parish registration, birth certificate, and baptism class 
certifications. Godmother and Godfather must be in 
good standing as practicing Catholics. 
 

If you have been participating actively at least six 
months after registration in the parish, you may call 
the parish office to begin baptismal preparation.  

FUNERAL SERVICES 
To ensure that parish ministers can assist you, 
please call the parish office before setting dates 
and times for funeral services. Regarding per-
sonal spoken remembrances at funeral  
liturgies, St. Philip parish adheres to the poli-
cies of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
By appointment. Please call our office to make 
arrangements. 
 
Please call our Church office  at (281) 324-1478 
if you are in need of these sacraments. 

Sacraments 

Catholic Literary Arts announces its 

second annual Sacred Poetry Contest 
The contest opens February 1, 2021, and closes at 
midnight, April 30, 2021. 

Please visit our website for 
guidelines and submission 
information.  
Catholicliteraryarts.org/poetry-
contest-2021 
Margherita Gallucci is the artist of the 
image "Sacred Heart of Jesus.” 

Q&A Series: Lent All Year Round 

Question:  

Lent always seems to help me renew my relationship with God and strengthen my religious practice. Do you have 
any suggestions as to what I could do to achieve that the rest of the year? 

Answer:  

The obvious answer may seem to be to do whatever you do during Lent all year round. But part of the power of 
Lent is that we focus as a community on renewing our faith and preparing for Easter. Our Lenten practices have a 
purpose and a goal. Therein lies the secret. When we focus our efforts on one virtue, or try to change one bad hab-
it, or seek to deepen our understanding of one aspect of faith, we focus our efforts and give our full attention to 
what we are trying to accomplish. We tend to be more successful achieving our goals. More importantly, it has a 
ripple effect in our lives: one thing changes or is added to the spiritual mix of our lives and many aspects are 
changed. 

All too often we leave our spiritual growth to chance and the practice of faith to habit, and then wonder why we 
have no sense of growth or progress. Think of it in terms of exercise. We walk, lift weights, bend and stretch to 
attain the maximum benefit from what we do. In addition, to keep those benefits, we eat healthful food and get 
enough vitamins and rest. Spirituality requires the same kind of attention: we pray, fast, read the Bible, receive sac-
raments, and do charitable work to maximize the benefits of practicing faith. Keeping Lent year round keeps us in 
spiritual shape! 

Join us for  

daily Mass. 
See p. 1 for details. 

http://www.Catholicliteraryarts.org/poetry-contest-2021
http://www.Catholicliteraryarts.org/poetry-contest-2021
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 LITURGICAL 
 Altar Servers   
   Father Richard Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
    (281) 324-1478 
 Sacramental Ministry 
   Fr. Barker 
    pastor@stphilip.cc 
 Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
   Nikki Metzler 
    nikkinoelmetzler@yahoo.com 
    936-521-9483 
 Communion to the Homebound 
   Kathy O’Donnell 
 Adornment of Sanctuary 
   Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
    Bonnie Sulkowski 
    (281) 508-5198 
 Music Core Team  
   Geri Moulds, Director 
     gmoulds@stphilip.cc        
     (281) 540-4682 
   Jan Williams 
     jwilliams@stphilip.cc         
     (713) 419-8097 
   Valerie Sivil 
     (713) 202-1310 
 Usher Ministry 
    Gary Aldrich 
     usher@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 586-6430 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SOCIAL OUTREACH/CONCERN 
 Mary’s Blessings Team 
   For financial assistance  
        please call (832)-764-9814 
    Marie Hohmann    
     mhohmann@stphilip.cc 
     (281) 360-9032 
 Prime Timers (55+) 
   Claudia Herron  
    cherron@stphilip.cc 
    primetimers@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 270-3385 
Rosemont Assisted Living 
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1478 
Transitions Ministry 
    Susie Cleary 
      scleary@stphilip.cc  
      (765) 490-1369  
 
 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Disciples of Jesus and Mary 
   Laity Spiritual Formation  
     Jan Williams 
      jwilliams@stphilip.cc 
      (713) 419-8097 
Eucharistic Adoration/Holy Face                       

Prayer Group 
     Janet Hays  
     (281) 852-3444 
Knights of Columbus                        
   Ray Kessler, Grand Knight 
    rkessler@stphilip.cc 
    (832) 644-8078 
Women’s Guild                                    
    Dianne Truitt  
     (713) 823-4948 
     dtruitt@stphilip.cc 
Prayer Ministry  
   MyParish App - Prayers  
   Or email prayer requests to  
   parishoffice@stphilip.cc 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CCE Office 
   cceoffice@stphilip.cc 
   (281) 324-1934 
CCE Core Team Chairperson 
Middle/High School Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell   
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376 
Elementary Coordinator 
    Carlie Richard   
      crichard@stphilip.cc 
      (337) 258-4840 
First Sacrament Coordinator  
   Suzanne Burch  
     sburch@stphilip.cc 
     (361) 877-9728 
Confirmation Coordinator  
   Becky Pursell 
     bpursell@stphilip.cc 
     (713) 516-7376                    

CCE Registrar 
   André Taylor 
     ataylor@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 233-0829 
Journey in the Catholic Faith 
   Ray and Deb Kessler 
     rdkessler@stphilip.cc 
     (832) 644-8078 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Parish E-Mail:  parishoffice@stphilip.cc 
Parish Website: www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 
Bulletin Submissions: spirit_truth@stphilip.cc 
 
 

Parish Ministries Contact Information 

Find us on Facebook 
facebook.com/stphiliphuffmantx 

Explore Parish website 
www.stphiliphuffmantx.org 

Get our “MyParish”  
smartphone app: text APP to  88202 

Pastor - Rev. Richard E. Barker 

Mailing Address: PO Box 2363, Huffman TX  77336 
Parish Phone:  (281) 324-1478 
Parish Fax:  (281) 715-5533   
 


